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CEil Case
-- --~ la-Juchen,
West Germany
From Hans-Werner Peiniger, Director
of G.E.P. (Gemeinschaft zur Erforschung
unbekannter Phanomene e.V.), CUFOS
has received an English translation of an
interesting Close Encounter of the Second
Kind which is reported to have occurred
during last May near the west middle
border of West Germany in the community of Juchen. We are grateful to Mr.
Peiniger for sending it, to Rudiger Nazar
for the English translation for editing, and
to the witness, Jurgen R., for sharing his
experience with G .E.P.
TYPE:
CEll
DATE:
May 24, 1983
TIME:
6:00 to 6:30 PM MEZ
DURATION:
10 minutes, approx.
WITNESSES: one
PLACE:
Juchen, by
Grevenbroich,
W. Germany
Jurgen R., a 14-year-old grammar
school boy, was standing behind the house
in which his parents were living. It was
dusk. He was about 30 meters from the
house at the edge of a field and had his
walkie-talkie (short-range, batterypowered, two-way, portable radio) with
him.
Suddenly, he observed a red and relatively round-shaped object. It came shooting down out of the sky and came to a
stop, hovering, above a nearby electricpower-transmission line. After a short
time, it began to eject a pyramid-shaped
array of colored light rays toward the
ground. A few minutes later, the pyramid
of light rays slowly disappeared. However,
it disappeared from the round object downward to the ground. Finally, the object
sped away into the sky toward its point of
origin. During the sighting, there was no
contact with the other CB (walkie-talkie)
partners. The CB-radio (27005-27135 kHz)
was disturbed by hum-like sounds.
Summary of observation
Based upon observation estimates, it

Superimposed on this photograph of the sighting location is a sketch of the pyramidshaped "ray-field" and the spherical red object reportedly observed for approximately ten
minutes by 14-year-o/d Jurgen R., near Juchen, West Germany on May 24, 1983.
subtended between 3 and 2 degrees of arc
as the red ball entered the clouds. It was
between orange-red and brownish-red,
according to the Michel-colour-guide. The
contour of the object could not be recognized, other than that shown in the accompanying sketches. Its illumination was
spontaneous and the object appeared to
be "glittering." No sounds were heard
from the object. Its motion was constant
before and after the hovering maneuver
and was very fast, faster than a jet plane.
The sketch of the city of Juchen
shows the position of the witness (A), the
azimuth at the beginning of the observation (B), when the object was standing still
(C), at the end of the observation (D), the
location of the electric power lines (E) and
the position of the ray-pyramid (dark
circle). The "ray-field" was in the shape of
a pyramid, all red in color, but with a
lighter red inside than on the edges of the
pyramid. Trees and the ground beyond
and behind the ray-field could be seen
through the structure.

The duration of the event has been
broken down as follows : Building up time
time of the ray-field (about 5 to 10
seconds); observation of the ray-field in
complete form (about 1 to 2 minutes);
destruction of the ray-field (7 to 10 minutes). After the ray-field disappeared, the
ground was still "glimmering" for another
10 seconds. The object was out of sight in
the clouds within 20 to 30 seconds.
It has been determined that the cloud
altitude at the time of the sighting was
approximately 200 to 300 meters. The dis·
tance to the ray-field from the observer
was approximately 350 meters. Therefore,
the size of the object can be calculated to
be between 15 meters (given a 200 meter
cloud elevation) and 23 meters (given a
300 meter cloud elevation). The diameter
of the object as observed while hovering
near the power lines would have been
roughly 11 meters and the altitude from
the hovering ball of light to the ground
would have been 68 meters.
(continued on page 2, column 2)
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Letters
Editor:
My husband and I saw something in
the sky over Baltimore's Druid Hill Park
about 2 years ago. The cab drivers from
the Sun Cab Co. also saw it; one observed
it through binoculars.
It was about 7 o'clock in the evening.
My husband had stopped at the Cab Co.
for a paycheck. He had been a part-time
driver for the company. The other drivers
were looking up at the sky. There were
seven silver discs in the sky, all in a
straight line. The cab driver who had the
binoculars said they each had a red line
around the center and they looked like
saucers turned upside down. As we
watched.- they went into several different
formations . I will try to draw them:

After awhile, we saw a plane go up
and fly around them. We observed them
for about ten minutes and then they
darted away very, very fast, one by one.
They were a silvery metallic (color).
(name on file)
(continued on page 3, column 1)
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(continued from page 1, column 3)

The witness declares that he has
never heard anything about UFO sightings
and hasn't read any publications on the
subject. The investigation team states that
they believe the witness' observations and
report to be authentic.
GEP does not believe it could have
been a helicopter, as there were no
sounds of a motor reported. Also, balllighting would be eliminated, given the
reported absence of any storm activity in
the atmosphere. GEP ranks the witness'
reliability index at 75%.
Copies of the original report in
German in the No . 6, 1983 issue of
"Journal for UFO-Forschung" may be
obtained by writing to GFR;- P 0 - Rex·
2361, D-5880 Ludenscheid, West
Germany.
D
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Letters- continued
Dear Mr. Timmerman:
In your publication there was an inaccurate coverage about this organization.
Will you be kind enough to publish a statement of ours so that the general public
may have a correct understanding of our
work and purpose.
Please send over a copy of the published version of our statement.
The Statement
1. The China UFO Research Organization (CURO) has held its national convention on August 4th to August 12th
1983 in Shanghai and has elected Professor Liang Rong Lin as its Chairman.
2. Our research centre is based at JJNAN
University, the address is:
CURO
Professor Liang Rong Lin
Physics Department
JINAN University
Guangzhou, China
3. This organization is willing to establish
direct link with both UFO research
societies and UFO experts alike.
4. "The Journal of UFO Research"
(Chinese) is not our specialized journal
and has no link whatsoever with us.
Professor Liang Rong Lin
Guangzhou, China
(Ed Note: We hope that the information given in an earlier issue of the ASSOCIATE NEWSLETTER did not confuse or
inconvenience any correspondents with
CURO).
Dear John:
The phenomena in Hessdalen (Norway; see INTERNATIONAL UFO
REPORTER, Vol. 8, #6) have taken on
again, but now at a somewhat less intensive level. The project team is being organized and I hope that there will be enough
substantial data gathered before February
4th, when there will be convened a meeting in Stockholm, so that we can decide if
and when an international conference can
be held in Scandinavia during 1984.
Berti Kuhlemann
Enebybert, Sweden
Dear Sir:
I have just read my copy of your
December/January issue (ASSOCIATE
NEWSLETTER). I find it extremely interesting and well-produced, but I beg you to
have your future issues printed in a
stronger, blacker ink. The present ink is
gray and difficult to read.
J. Bryan, III, Col. USAF (Ret.)
Former President, NICAP
(Ed. Note: Voila! Darker ink.)
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Transcript of Ed MorrowKenneth Arnold
Telephone Conversation
Many of our readers will remember
Edward R. Murrow, the popular, cigarettesmoking news commentator of the 1940's
and 1950's who gave the news a dramatic
touch in his own distinctive style. Almost
three years after the famous June 24, 1947
sighting in the Cascades of the state of
Washington, Mr. Murrow engaged the
pilot/witness Kenneth Arnold in a conversation about his historic experience.
Portions of that conversation are reproduced here in an exact transcript of
the broadcast as it was heard nationwide
on the evening of April 7, 1950. Some of
you may have been listening to that broadcast. For you and for those who are somewhat younger, here it is, "the way it was."
"ARNOLD: It was while I was searching for this crash that I noticed a terrific
blue flash pass the nose of my airplane. I
noticed that the flash came from a train of
very peculiar-looking objects that were
rapidly approaching Mt. Rainier at about
107 degrees. This train of objects were 9 in
number. I assumed at the time they were a
new formation or a new type of jet, though
I was baffled by the fact that they did not
have any tails. They passed almost directly
in front of me, but at a distance of about
23 miles, which is not very great in the air.
I judged their wingspan to be at least 100
feet across. Their sighing did not particularly disturb me at the time, except that I
had never seen planes of tha type.
MURROW: Mr. Arnold, after landing, made a routine report of what he had
seen to a Civil Aeronautics Administration
representative, and promptly forgot the
matter, until the wheels of publicity began
to turn. The floodgates opened.
ARNOLD: I never could understand
at that time why the world got so upset
about 9 disks, as these things didn't seem
to be a menace. I believed that they had
something to do with our Army and Air
Force.
MURROW: On three different occasions, Mr. Arnold was questioned by military intelligence. They expressed doubt as
to the accuracy of some of his reported
observations.
ARNOLD: That's right. Now of
course some of the reports they did take
from newspapers l.thich did not quote me

Dear Sirs:
The answer is really simple when you
narrow it all down. UFOs are demonic
manifestations in various forms, not creatures from outerspace.
Jeffrey McGee
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properly. Now, when I told the press, they
misquoted me, and in the excitement of it
all, one newspaper and another on got it
as ensnarled up that nobody knew just
exactly what they were talking about, I
guess.
MURROW: Here's how the name
"flying saucer" was born.
ARNOLD: These objects more or
less fluttered like they were, oh, I'd say,
boats on very rough water or very rough
air of some type, and when I described
how they flew, I said that they flew like
they take a saucer and throw it across the
water. Most of the newspapers misunderstood and misquoted that too. They said
that I said that they were saucer-like; I said
that they flew in a saucer-like fashion.
MURROW: That was an historic
misquote. While Mr. Arnold's original
explanation has been forgotten, the term
"flying saucer" has become a household
word. Few people realize that Mr. Arnold
has reported seeing these same strange
objects in the sky on three other occasions. He says that some pilots in the
northwest have reported seeing them on 8
separate occasions. We asked for his own
personal opinion on the nature of what he
and the others had seen.
ARNOLD: I don't know how best to
explain that. I more or less have reserved
an opinion as to what I think. Naturally,
being a natural-born American, if it's not
made by our science or our Army Air
Forces, I am inclined to believe it's of an
extra-terrestrial origin.
MURROW: Extra-terrestrial origin?
You mean you think there's a possibility
they may be coming out of space from
other planet (sic)? I suppose that's pretty
hard for people to take seriously.
ARNOLD: Well, I'll tell you this
much-all the airline pilots, none of us
have appreciated being laughed at. We
made our reports essentially to begin with,
because we thought that if our government didn't know what it was, it was only
our duty to report it to our nation, and to
our Air Force out of it (sic). I think it's
something that is of concern to every
person in the country, and I don't think it's
anything for people to get hysterical about.
That's just my frank opinion of it.
MURROW: So that's how it all
began; that was the trigger action.
Kenneth Arnold's story went scudding
over the news wires. Radio and newspapers picked it up, and then within days the
country broke out into a flood of flying
saucer observations."
NOTE: all of the above commentaries
by ARNOLD are verbatim beeperfone
statements, whereas all MURROW
remarks are not, but rather added later to
connect the ARNOLD statement for the
D
broadcast.
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Nurnberg UFO
Becomes IFO
As Kim Moller Hansen wrote recently
to this CUFOS Editor, "I know your problem about publication of IFO photos .
Some people in Denmark do not like our
magazine UFO-NYT because we write
about these IFO cases. These people call
the magazine IFO-NYT!"
However, as Ms . Hansen knows very
well, it would be irresponsible journalism
to present cases which are currently unexplained and fail to publish the final explanation of the event. That would be a failure
on our part to educate our readers regarding the unusual, but explainable, observations reported to us as UFOs.
Anoti}'?r__such_ "exp1Qiwble- obse[va-_.
tion" ~a-s reported in the December/ January issue of this periodical. We reported
from the Foreign Press a news item which
appeared in TRIERISCHER VOLKSFREUND on Friday, April 19, 1983 a sighting which occurred near Nurnberg, West
Germany a few days earlier. Several of our
Associate readers brought to our attention
that the case has been solved. (We
thought sure we would hear from Mr.
Klass, but he hasn't caught up with us,
yet. If he does , we hope he will acknowledge this sequel article.)
First, we heard from one of our Michigan case investigators, Dr. Kenneth C.
Schellhase, that the object had been reported as a research weather balloon in a
German publication. Next , we heard from
Hans-Werner Peiniger, Director of GEP
(Gemeinschaft zur Erforschung unbekannter Phanomene e. V.) of Ludenscheid,
West Germany, that "on grounds of our
investigations, we can say: this object was
a balloon in the stratosphere, presumably
from Ost-(East) Europe." Their investigation is detailed (in German) in their
JOURNAL FUR UF0-.£0RSCHUNG 1 ~
No. 3, 1983 and No. 4, 1983.
Finally, we received an interesting
letter from Spanish Associate researcher
Vicente -Juan Ballester Olmos of the
Centro de Estudios lnterplanetarios in
Valencia, Spain. Sr. Ballester Olmos has
published many articles on the UFO Phenomenon, including a recent publication
by the Center for UFO Studies, entitled
"A Catalogue of 200 Type-1 UFO Events
in Spain and Portugal," available from our
Evanston office ($5.60 ppd.).
In his letter, he states, "I have to say
with full certainty it is a large, high-altitude
sounding balloon from the French CNES.
Their shape is tetrahedral and they are
launched from the CNES base of Aire-surI'Adour at South France. They used to be
seen in Europe frequently and many
photos have been obtained. I am attaching
some photographs that you may reproduce in your journal."
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Short Reports
The temperature was very cold outside, but an overflow audience gave Dr. J .
Allen Hynek a warm welcome at the U.S.
Air Force Museum at Wright Patterson
AFB near Dayton, Ohio on January 12th.
600 were expected, but 1,322 attended,
breaking all records for attendance at a
public lecture at the museum . TV monitors were set up in the foyers for the
overflow crowd. An interesting series of
nocturnal light photographs was reported
by a local investigator and will be discussed in a future issue by CUFOS. (See
photo this issue .)

----

Philip Klass has struck another blow
against freedom of information. Prior to a

Photo #2 : Sainte-Geneviere, near
Beauvais, France, May 8, 1967 (1700
hours) through a telescope of 210 mm
(close-up)

Phenomena II, sponsored by the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, Mr. Klass telephoned Russ Free, Conference Coordinator, Robert A. Mortenson, Director of
Conferences and Institutes , and the
Chancellor of the University of Nebraska,
"vehemently complaining and demanding
to know why a prestigious university
would sponsor such a conference." (This
item is quoted from the MUFON NEWSLETTER for December 13.) The following
is a quote from a letter dated August 23,
1983 to Dr. John K. Yost, Assistant to the
Chancellor, from Mr. Mortenson . "I talked
at length with Mr. Philip Klass .. . (who
was) quite adamant in his position regarding the credibility of the conference presenters. Further, Mr. Klass has a personal
feeling that the nature of this conference
seriously questions the integrity of the
United States Government. He feels that
there is no scientific evidence to support
the claims of the presenters and indicated
that these organizations, by publicly questioning the government, lend support to
the Communist movement." This CUFOS
object to "the credibility of the conference
presenters" when he was asked to be a
member of the group of "presenters" on
the NOVA program on UFOs, the Symposium of UFOs at the Smithsonian Institution and numerous other occasions at
which Mr. Klass was a participant. Free
speech seems to appeal to Mr . Klass only
when he is free to speak.

Photos #3 and #4: Valladolid, Spain,
September 16, 1965 (1730 hours) through a
0
telescope.

As of our last previous issue of the
ASSOCIATE NEWSLETTER, we finally
(apparently) turned the light on in the
Brazilian streetlamp photograph . However, we carelessly used alternatives
stated by photograph analysts at Ground
Saucer Watch as if they were our feelings .
We said, "we have a street lamp . . . or a
hoax ." This is an unfair pair of alternatives
and was not intended to imply that our
friends in South America were in any way
involved in a hoax.
0
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UFO Hotline Reports
by Bob Gribble
The following is a flash report of incidents received at the National UFO
Reporting Center, Seattle, Washington. All
names of witnesses are on file at the
Center. These are uninvestigated "flash"
reports with no verification as of the date
of this publication.
11/19/83-8:55 PM-Tompkins
Cove, New York: A square-shaped object
-estimated to be 40 feet in diameter and
showing four brilliant white lights- was
observed in a stationary position over high
voltage electric transmission lines. The
three witnesses were riding in a car and
reported that the object followed their
vehicle and approached to within 200 feet
of their car. The witnesses fled to a neighbors house and observed the object until it
moved away. From inside the house they
could hear a humming sound. They had
the object under observation for about six
minutes.
12/7/83-9 PM-Near Cedarburg,
Wisconsin: A car with a mother and two
young children had just exited from the
north-bound ramp on 1-43 when they
noticed a brilliant white light descending
from the sky and approaching their
vehicle. As the light got closer the driver
stopped the car and got out for a better
look. The light stopped when it was
directly overhead at an estimated altitude
of 200 feet. At that point the mother observed a huge object as large as four jet
aircraft and shaped like a cooking Wok.
Lighted openings were observed on what
was described as the front end of the craft.
The witness heard no sound as the craft
hovered overhead for approximately six
minutes. As the craft departed from the
area all of the windows of her car
fogged-up.
12/20/83-5:30 PM- Riverside, California: A small sphere- estimated to be
six-to-eight inches in diameter and having
pegs protruding from the surfaceapproached to within 20 feet of a car at
windshield level. Constantly pulsating from
red to silver, the bright ball maneuvered in
front of the car for about 45 seconds
before moving away. According to the
driver, other cars were nearby and should
have seen the object.
12/26/83-9:33 PM- Omaha,
Nebraska: Several witnesses observed a
square object descend between two buildings and stop at about the second story
level. Estimated to be about three feet in
diameter the object had an X-pattern of
white lights on its underside. After viewing
the object for several seconds at a distance estimated to be 500 feet, the object
ascended at an angle and moved out of
sight. No sound was heard.
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ROBERT GRIBBO:, featured under PROFILE in tile March 1982 INTER-'
NATIONAL UFO REPORTER and retired after 30 years with the Seattle,.
Washington Fire Department, now devotes much of his time to his UFO
REPORTING CENTER. Since 1947, he has invited and received thousands of
sighting reports from throughout the country to his special phone number in·
Seattle, (206) 722-3000. With this issue of the ASSOCIATE NEWSLETTER, we
begin a new feature, his UFO HOTLINE REPORTS, to better inform our
Associates of current UFO report activity. Also, Mr. Gribble will be an integral
part of a new national report investigation network being put into operation by
the Center for UFO Studies. Details will appear in a forthcoming issue of this'
periodical.
12/27/83- 10:30 PM-Indianapolis, Indiana: A small disc-shaped object with eight
bright green lights descended from the sky
and landed in an open field across the
street from the home of the witness. After
observing the object on the ground for
about ten seconds the bright lights suddenly went out and the disc was no longer
visible. Hoping to see the disc take off the
woman continued to observe the area for
an hour before retiring for the night. A
second report was received from a woman
driving in the same area during the same
time period. She observed a fixed group of
bright green lights descending from the
sky and appear to land in a corn field.
1/4/84-10:40 PM -Crescent, Iowa:
For about 60 seconds a stunned witness
observed a bright light with a red glint
make an angular high speed descent from
high altitude and come to an instant stop.
The light then shot across the sky at high
speed making several 90-degree turns and
then making another instant stop. Then
the light went into a high speed vertical
climb and faded into the clear night sky.
1/7/84-3:45 AM- Near Edenton,
North Carolina: A father and his 15-yearold son watched in amazement as a
meteor-like object maneuvered at high altitude and high speed making several 90degree turns, loop-to-loops, up and down
movements like the line pattern on an
oscilloscope, instant reverse of direction
and, instant stops and starts. The aerial
display continued for 50 minutes against a
clear sky.
1/8/84-Night-Framingham, Massachusetts: A narrow shaft of green light
-beamed thru a bedroom window -was
aimed into the right eye of the witness.
The man said he could feel heat and pain
in the eye at the time. During the estimated five minute duration of his experience he said he could hear a whirring
sound and noticed the faint outline of a
"being" outside the window, then everything suddenly vanished. His wife said she
examined his right eye and that it was "all
bloodshot" and that the left eye was very
normal.
1/9/84-6:30 AM- Near Capron,
Indiana: While driving his truck down a
country road the witness observed a large

meteor-like object in a high speed vertical
descent to the left of his vehicle. He lost
sight of the object for a few seconds at
tree level. Suddenly an object covered
with white lights appeared at treetop level
on the left side of his vehicle, maneuvered
around behind the truck, then passed the
truck on the right side and moved down
the highway and out of sight. The driver
described the object as looking like a foot·
ball turned up on end, metallic-grey in
color, about 150 feet tall and moving about
50 feet off the ground and about 100 feet
from his vehicle. He could detect no sound
and observed the object for about one
minute.
1/9/84-8 PM- About 15 Miles
North of Mojave, California: A Volks·
wagen camper drove under a submarineshaped object while driving south of U.S.
Highway 395. The driver and front seat
passenger said the object had several red
lights on the bottom, appeared to be sta·
tionary over the roadway at an altitude of
about 100 feet and, that it had a diameter
about twice as wide as the highway. The
driver stopped the camper on the shoulder
of the highway and the four passengers
got out to watch the object as it moved
away to the north. They could hear no
sound. Later when they stopped for gas
they talked to several people in four other
cars who said they had also seen the
object. We received two additonal reports
from witnesses who saw the object from
two different vantage points.
1/9/84-10:30 PM -Hawthorne,
New Jersey: While driving on Route 208
West the driver and passenger observed a
strange object with lights descending and
moving away from their car. After driving
another 300 feet they spotted another
object directly over the roadway and
shaped like an inverted parabolic radar
antenna. The car passed directly under
the object which was moving slowly at an
estimated altitude of 200 feet. When the
driver moved the car to the side of the
road and stopped, the object increased
speed and moved away toward the first
object which was about a mile away. He
estimated the object to be about 75 feet in
diameter and he said he could hear no
sound coming from it. The duration of the
D
incident was about five minutes.
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OUT OF THE PAST
(The following letter was received
during 1983, but the sighting occurred during 1975, testifying once again to the delay
which seems to be most common in the
reporting of many interesting and often
important sightings related to the UFO
phenomenon.)
To Whom it May Concern:
I apologize for the inaccuracy of the
dates of the following account. However,
at the time, I knew of no organization such
as yours . Tonight (March 19, 1983) I
caught your address from a local radio
station.
-- - - - - -- --

1 am the Captain of a 75-foot fishing
trawler. While fishing off the North Carolina coast in mid-summer of, I believe,
1975, I experienced an occurrence I would
like to share with you.
My vessel, along with two others, was
towing nets for shrimp one mile off the
coast of Topsail, North Carolina, near
Wilmington. The time was between 11:()()
PM and 2:00 AM, when one of the other
boats called me on the radio. We were in
sight of each other, approximately one
mile, when the other Captain called. He
informed me of a large orange sphere
above my boat and told me to go out and
look.
I immediately stepped out of the
wheelhouse and looked up. I saw nothing.
My reply, when I stepped back inside,
questioned how well my associate could
see and also how long he had been without sleep. The Captain of the other vessel,
E. N. Lockamy, assured me he saw something. While he was explaining more about
it, he all of a sudden terminated his subject
and said, "There it is, again~ - 1 ran out , again, and saw nothing. The
nature of Capt. Lockamy is stable, but
commonly incorporated a practical joke. I
weighed the evidence and decided to write
this off as one of his practical jokes, a little
something to break the monotony of the
night. While all this was happening, we
were only a few hundred yards apart.
While I was talking to Capt. Lockamy
on the radio, doubting he ever saw anything, suddenly an orange sphere, approximately 30 feet in diameter and 20 feet in
height , appeared above his boat. The
sphere moved with his vessel, remaining
10 to 15 feet above his mast. I stopped my
ridicule and told him to look above his
boat. This time, it remained . Capt.
Lockamy returned to the radio saying that
is what was above me. It remained approximately 30 to 60 seconds, then seemed to
move away rapidly for 20 to 30 feet , then
instantly fled .
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One other boat 10 miles away was
listening to our entire radio conversation.
While monitoring our conversation, he
was observing our targets on his radar. He
interrupted my conversation with Capt.
Lockamy, saying that a large target was
presented by the object. His, a 48 mile
range radar, lost the object immediately
upon its departure.
The object , in my opinion, had communication capability, as it disappeared
and reappeared pending my radio conversation with Capt. Lockamy.
Enclosed is a photograph of my
trawler. I hope this experience is of some
benefit and may identify with some of your
other findings .
Capt. Cordy Hieronymus
-Wrightsville-Beach,, NC - -

To Whom it May Concern:
Upon viewing some of a late night
interview on UFOs with a gentleman from
the Center for UFO (Studies), an address
was given for interested people to write to
for further information. I did not see the
entire interview, but I did hear a request
for those who had UFO sightings to write
to the Center.
At 22, I am a senior at UNC (when
letter was written: Dec. 5, 1982). I was an
Eagle Scout and currently serve as an
assistant Scoutmaster for Troop 835. In
high school, I was President of several
organizations and served as the student
body Vice President. I was voted best allaround student by my classmates. I give
you these details into the background of
my life in hopes of showing you that I am
honest and trustworthy and not a phony. I
have been interested in UFO movies ,
books and television specials ever since I
saw one about 9 years ago. Often times I
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have regretted not knowing how to notify
the proper people. Now, many years later,
I am grateful for this opportunity to tell my
story.
My father was an R.O.T.C . instructor
at West Charlotte Senior High School in
Charlotte, N.C. On this particular evening,
several high school drill teams were competing at the Charlotte Coliseum. My
father, my best friend , Gary Reinhart (currently a senior at UNCC) and I attended
this competition. When the evening's activities concluded, Gary and I began moving
drill team equipment to my father's station
wagon . My father requested that we
remain by the car until he returned. To
pass the time away, Gary and I found
plastic spoons that we used as catapults
_Jqr~~ebQ_~r~ _~b._q_t~intg..

the air and looked skyward to follow its
path. At this point, he noticed the strange
object hovering noiselessly over the building. He quickly called my attention to the
object. I looked up and saw a round, silver
object with red lights arranged in a circle
bordering the outer edge of the bottom
surface. I would guess that the object was
40 feet in diameter and within 100 feet of
the top of the dome-shaped coliseum.
After a very short time, the object moved
behind the building and out of our sight.
When my father returned, we told
him what we had seen. I assume he felt it
was boyish imagination. But, to Gary and
me, it was very real. We do not speak of
the incident because others might not
believe it and it does not make an
extremely interesting story. We both are
convinced that what we saw was a UFO. I
wanted to relay this information to you as
was requested by your representative. If I
can help in any way, please feel free to
contact me.
John S. Dekemper
D
Charlotte, North Carolina

February-March 1984
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How Much Do You Know About UFOs?
Thomas B. Burch is coordinator of
Public Information Representatives for the
Center for UFO Studies. The following
questionnaire was produced by Mr. Burch
several years ago as a means of determining a person's knowledge of the UFO subject. If you can answer these questions
correctly, you have spent some time reading in this subject and are reasonably current on who is who and what was what.
Test yourself and look for the answers in
the next issue of the ASSOCIATE
NEWSLETTER.
True or False
{CircleT for True, F for False)
1. A 1978 Gallup Poll found that 58%
of the American population thought that
UFOs are "real."
T or F
2. It is frequently reported that animals react to the presence of UFOs before
human witnesses do.
T of F
3. In 1977 the "Washington Whispers" column of U.S. News and World
Report said there would be "unsettling
disclosures about UFOs by the Government before the end of the year." T of F
4. In Aurora, Texas, on April17, 1897
a UFO reportedly struck a windmill and
exploded, killing the UFO pilot. Recent
investigations have proved this case to be
a hoax.
T ofF
5. On December 5, 1945 five Navy
torpedo bombers disappeared while flying
over the Bermuda Triangle. The final radio
transmission of this doomed flight allegedly
included the warning: Don't come after
me ... They look like they are from outer
space." No plausible explanation for this
disappearance has ever been offered.
Tor F

6. One state in the U.S has never
experienced any reported UFO sightings.
Tor F
7. There are no disagreements
among UFO researchers about the value
of hypnotic time-regression procedures in
the investigation of UFO reports. T of F
8. In his book Flying Saucers; A
Modern Myth of Things Seen in the Skies
Sigmund Freud defined man's "Collective
Unconscious" which he attributed as the
T of F
cause of many UOF sightings.
9. The term "flying saucer" was used
by pilot Kenneth Arnold to describe nine
unusual air vehicles he observed while flying near Mt. Rainier in Washington state.
Tor F
10. French mathematician and engineer Aime Michel is known for his theory
of orthoteny which holds that UFO sightings occurring on the same day are frequently arranged along a straight line.
Tor F
11. Walter Andrus is the founder and
director of the Aerial Phenomenon Research Organization (APRO).
T ofF
12. On the basis of data compiled
since 1947, the UFO appears to be a
global phenomenon.
T of F
13. Law enforcement officials rarely
report UFO sightings.
T of F
14. Dr. Michael Persinger of Laurentian University, Canada, has theorized
that many UFO reports are the product of
"piezoelectric discharge."
T of F
15. Cornell University space scientist
Carl Sagan, who wrote the book Com·
munications with Extra- Terrestrial Intelligence, objects to the U.S. government
funding of UFO studies.
T of F
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Dear Group Members:
In recent times, the level of UFO activity in many parts of the UK appears to
have dropped off considerably. As a result,
we are becoming aware of a danger to
morale and a tendency for groups themselves to become inactive. This is a situation which we, at UFO International, are
loathe to accept.
We would like to think that we can all
help each other to keep up the momentum
established in previous years when sightings were a fairly regular occurrence, by
an informal exchange between groups as a
means to pass on any useful/interesting
information we have, to express points of
view and to help one another know what is
happening in our own 'neck of the woods'
-be it sightings, newspaper articles, magazines, etc. We believe that by maintaining
a good level of group interchange, we
could be better prepared for the time
when the frequency of sightings increases,
as it surely must. Until then, we can all
make the most of what little activity there
is at present.
This is most definitely not an attempt
on our part to create an organization,
network or anything similar-it is simply
that we wish to take a positive step
towards remedying a situation which we
can see evolving in these quiet times, and
to help promote better inter-group relations and exhange information and ideas.
We feel sure that this is something which
could be of benefit to all of us.
If you feel you would like to correspond with us on this basis, or if you have
views of your own to put forward, please
write to us at the address below.
P. Tate
Kingswood
D
32 The Orchards
Bristol, England

Please register me as a CUFOS Associate of the
Kind for 12 months. Enclosed is my annual gift of$ _ _ _ _ __
for the year of _ _ _ __
Print your name and address here:
MY NAME IMR . MRS . MISS. MS I
STREET ADDRESS
CITY

STATE/PROVINCE

COUNTRY

ZIP/POSTAL CODE

List gift associate and nominations below:
FOR
PRINT NAME OF AN INDIVIDUAL ONLY iMR. MRS .. MISS. MS I
STREET ADDRESS
CITY

STATE;PROVINCE

COUNTRY

ZIP /POSTAL CODE

0 Gift associate of _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Kind with an extra gift of
Total amount enclosed: _ _ _ _ __
THANK YOU FOR
YOUR CONTRIBUTION

$

enclosed. Please send gift card signed:

0 Nomination only. This is not a gift. Send information.
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Critical Issues Of
UFO Research
The above title was chosen for a paper
presented at the 1983 conference of the
Society for Scientific Exploration by Peter
A. Sturrock, of Stanford University, and
by David M. Jacobs, of Temple University.
An abstract of their presentation follows:
"The prosecution of research into
UFO reports poses many difficulties for
individuals and organizations alike.
Achievement of a full understanding of the
origins and significance of these reports is,
therefore, attendant on the successful resolution of a number of 'critical issues,' of
which we consider the following to be the
most significant:
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"( 1) Coping with the notoriety of the
subject. (2) Achieving objectivity in poten·
tially polemical situations. (3) Dealing with
the uncertainty in the reports. (4) EvaluaWord has been received from Dr.
tion of the narrative content of reports. (6)
Willy Smith, CUFOS Coordinator for
The development of testable theories. (7)
Spanish-Speaking Countries, that all but
Extracting the maximum information from
three of the nine Directors as specified for
the small amount of available physical evileadership of the newly developing World
dence. (8) Coping with the possibility of
Ufological Association have been nomiintrinsic intelligence. (9) Achieving an
nated for appointment to serve for the first
understanding of the problem of UFO
term of office.
reports within the larger context of sciThe areas for which Director appointence and the scientific study of anomalies.
ments are yet to be confirmed are North
( 10) Finding some way to attract the very
America, South America and the Soviet
best minds to the problem.
Union. Those which have been appointed
"Much work remains to be done in
are as follows: Cynthia Hind (Africa), lng.
many different areas before we are likely
Sebastian Robiou (Central America and
to achieve a resolutjpn of the problem
posed by UFO -reports."
t:J ·--'- caribbeah)~Lic: \hcerife-Juafi Baitesfer
Olmos (Europe), Hilary Evans (Europe),
Paul Norman (Australia and New Zea·
land), and Dr. K. C. Chou (Asia).
The World Ufological Association is
an organization of individuals, regardless
of nationality or UFO group affiliation,
who are highly -qualifed by academic
achievement in a recognized discipline
pertaining to the UFO Phenomenon. In
this respect, it differs from the lnterna·
tional Committee for UFO Research
(!CUR) which is organized on the basis of
nations and from the North American
UFO Federation (NAUFOF) which is
being organized on the basis of UFO
group representation in North America.
Appointments to the remaining three
Directorates are expected to be made
D
within the next several months.

First WUA Director
Appointments Listed

LEFT This is one of 6 intriguing time
exposures taken March 20, 1981 west of
London, Ohio by long-time UFO investigator Larry Tillman. Details of the investi·
galion will be in a future issue of the
NEWSLETTER: - ~-

STOP!!!

Center for UFO Studies

CHECK YOUR
MAILING LABEL
DATE

Associates Education and Business Office
P. 0. Box 1621
Lima, Ohio 45802

If the d~t.~...sho,wn on your
label is tQ2/MJ this is the
anniversary of your last
contribution to CUFOS and
this is the last issue of A/N
you will receive until your
next contribution is received by CUFOS. Thank
you very much for your
continued support. Action
now will continue your mailings uninterrupted.

..

~-=· - ·

- · ·-:"--. -

Nonprofit Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit No. 187
Lima, Ohio

ASSOCIATE
NEWSLETTER

CENTER FOR UFO
Associates Education and Business Office
P.O. Box 1621 • Lima, Ohio 45802
COPYRIGHT 1984

Research Department
P.O. Box 1402 • Evanston, Illinois 60204

CENTER FOR UFO STUDIES

(312) 491-6666
24- Hour Telephone

APRIL-MAY 1984-VOLUME 5, NUMBER 2

Seated Occupant In
Light-Bulb-Shap~_4

1979 Mabie CE-111
Thanks to an alert Associate, a clipping from the Bangor Daily News of a letter
to the editor has brought to our attention a
very interesting Close Encounter of the
Third Kind which occurred during late
summer, possibly late August, 1979 at
10:00 P.M. We regret that we have lost our
notes which identify the helpful Associate,
but we are, indeed, grateful.
The primary witness to the event was
H. M. Dickinson of Surry, Maine. Others in
the area indicate that they have observed a
similar, if not the same, lighted object and
details of their sightings are not available
for inclusion here. However, the rather
fully-reported experience of Dickinson will
give our readers a good impression of what
was reportedly seen.
A secondary witness had just driven
into the driveway just outside the house,
let himself into the house, proceeded up
one flight of stairs to the living area and
was walking into the 30 ft. by 10 ft. enclosed porch at the South edge of the
house. From the windows of this porch, it
is possible to look out over tree-lined Patton Bay and toward Bar Harbor airport
across the bay. Since it was late evening,
the room was lighted and it was dark outside.

Sketch by Witness Dickinson

As her friend came through the house
and out onto the porch where Mrs. Dickinson was sitting on the couch facing the
east end of the room, he scuffled his feet
to tease her wire-haired Fox Terrior, took a
few steps toward them, stopped short in
his tracks and uttered a loud, commanding, "what's that?"

There, still moving from west to east
past the window and only a few feet from
her, was the strangest sight Mrs. Dickinson has ever witnessed. She said that it apparently moved from the comer of the
house only 2 or 3 feet behind her and
about 2 or 3 feet out from the side of the
house . . . "any closer it would have
scraped the paint."

This brought Mrs. Dickinson to her
feet with an equally loud, "what?" There
followed another pair of expressions of
astonishment as she turned south to the
windows toward the bay in time to see
"what" he was seeing.

What they saw was a small,
transparent craft, dimly-lighted within as if
by yellow candlelight, "just big enough for
one occupant and shaped like an antique
Mazda Edison Electric light bulb." "I
know," she said, "I have a couple." She

added, "believe me, after that few seconds,
I knew my world would never again be the
same. There was a whole universe full of
new activity in which I had become involved. Now, I had seen a number of lovely
... space craft, but as long as they were
way up in the sky they did not concern me.
This, however, was another matter."
Attempting to describe the single occupant of the object outside her window,
two things came to her mind . . . wasp
nests and Prime Minister Nehru. She said
that the head of the occupant resembled
the "layered-bandage-look" of some wasps'
(continued on page 3, column 3)
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Letters
in question would be confiscated and all
principal witnesses and CUFOS personnel
involved in the incident sworn to secrecy
under existing national security regulations.

In your editorial in the January/
February 1984 issue of the INTERNATIONAL UFO REPORTER, you stated
that the predominately negative attitude of
the scientific community toward the UFO
phenomenon is due, in part, to the lack of
the kind of evidence consistent with our
present scientific belief system. It is well
known, of course, that various claims have
already been made regarding the existence
of such evidence, primarily in the form
of hardware/fragments and humanoid
remains from allegedly crashed UFOs.
unproven because of the absence of the
evidence itself, the lack of definitive
documentation of its presence, and the
unavailability of testimony from the principal witnesses involved. Proponents of
the crashed UFO syndrome attribute these
deficiencies to an alleged UFO coverup by
the United States government, presumably
for national security reasons.
Let us assume that at least some
UFOs are unconventional, highly advanced, tangible devices of unknown
origin, and that the Government is actively
involved in its own, top secret UFO investigation and/or coverup operations. In
my opinion, the probable direct involvement of Government intelligence in a
future close encounter UFO event yielding
presumably classified, high-informationcontent physical evidence would preclude
the CUFOS (and any other other private
UFO investigatory organization) from
securing this material for subsequent
study and disclosure. Surely, the evidence

UFO Hotline Reports
by Bob Gribble

Dear. Dr. Hynek:

Unfortunate~se-ster.es ha~ained

April-May 1984

Has the CUFOS seriously considered
the logistics and possible ramifications involved in the actual retrieval and disclosure of such indisputable, UFO-related
physical evidence? Your comments on
this matter would be greatly appreciated.
Robert A. Galganski
West Seneca, New York
.

(Response to Mr. Ga/ganski:
The issues you raise in your letter are
interesting, but not really applicable to the
current research and investigation in which
CUFOS engages. The government has
never been directly involved in any CUFOS
investigation or requested such involvement, even when a case included significant information of a tangible nature, such
as the tape-recording of the sound emitted
by the UFO in the St. Helens, Oregon case
reported in the INTERNATIONAL UFO
REPORTER issues May/June 1981 and
May/June 1982. Nor has there been any
government involvement in cases with
significant physical effects that have been
investigated by other groups, such as John
Schuessler's work on the Cash-Landrum
case in Texas. Quite the contrary is true.
Schuessler has been unable to interest any
agency of the government in this important
case.

As for the retrieval of physical
evidence from a UFO site, assuming that
some UFOs are actual physical objects, if
------------------- - ---· · ---------me government ever eco es rnvo e , e
TheCUFOS Associate Newsletter is publish·
can assure you that, unfortunately, it will
ed by the Center for UFO Studies, Ev_anston,
be at that point that CUFOS will most /ikeIlhnDis, and 1s mailed bi·monthly to fmanCial
ly be required to end its participation.
contnbutors to CUFOS accordmg to the Sched·
.
,
ule of Associates. ©Copyright 1984. All rights
There IS no ~eason. to .as~ume that a top
reserved by the Center for UFO Studies and
secret UFO rnvest1gatron by the governmailed as Third Class Mail at Lima Ohio
ment will decide to become less secretive
The contents of the CUFos' Asso.ciate
just when they finally have the evidence
Newsletter are determined by the editor and
they have long been seeking. Of course, if
do not necessarily represent the official position
CUFOS became involved in a UFO inof CUFOS, or reflect the opinions of the editor,
vestigation which was well-publicized,
the staff, or the Center for UFO Studies.
restricting the public's access to the
. Permission is hereby granted to quote from
results of the investigation would be more
th1s Issue provided not more than 200 words are
. .
. .
.
quoted from any one article, the author of the
difficult. But, th1s IS only speculation.
article is given credit and the statement "©Copy·
The plain truth is that CUFOS conright 1984.All,rights reserved by the Ce~ter for
ducts its investigations with the full intent
UFO Studies, IS mcluded m the quotation.
of ma k"rng th e resu It s o f our work f ree 1y
ISSN If 0273-3129
available to the interested public, and we
The CUFOS Associate Newsletter
P. o. Box 1621
have done so for over ten years. Physical
Lima, Ohio 45802
evidence will not be treated any differently.
John P. Timmerman, Editor
- Mark Rodeghier, IUR Contributing
J. Allen Hynek, PhD., Scientific Director
Editor)
0

The following is a flash report of incidents received at the National UFO
Reporting Center, Seattle, Washington. All
names of witnesses are on file at the
Center.
Feb. 9, 1984-9:15 PM- Barre, Vermont: Three observers watched a white
glow move across a clear sky at a fairly
slow speed. Suddenly the glow made a
90-degree tum, changed color from white
to blue, instantly increased speed and
moved oo.t..Q.f sight. They watched the glow
for about twO'minutes.

Feb. 19, 1984 . . :::. 3:00AM ~everett,
Washington: While driving near the Boeing
747 airliner plant, the witness observed a
silvery-green, egg-shaped object moving
toward his car from a wooded area.
Described as being a little bit bigger than a
softball and a little bit smaller than a soccer ball, the object bounced from one side
of the roadway to the opposite side in
front of the car. The object passed over
the front fender of the car and then moved
out of sight after being observed for fourto-six seconds.
Feb. 23, 1984- 10 PM- Whitmore
Lake, Michigan: A huge circular object
with white lights covering the underside
passed directly over a car at a very low
altitude. The only occupant of the car
described the object as being wider than
the roadway and giving off a humming
sound. After observing the object for
about seven minutes it moved out of sight.
March 11, 1984 - 12:04 AM Wolcott, Connecticut: A mother and
daughter - looking out the family room
·
w.....:: observed a big cyBnciertcalshaped object about seven feet from the
ground and four feet from the window. The
object remained in the same spot for about
seven minutes then moved away. No
sound was heard.
March 25, 1984 - 8:55 PM - Santa
Monica, California: A motorist reported
that a bright ball of red light - about ten
inches in diameter - manuevered around
her car with a bouncing motion. The ball,
moving at about head level, approached to
within one foot of the car and illuminated
the hood and windows. No sound was
heard and the duration of the incident was
about one minute.
March, 28, 1984-8 PM- West Nottingham, New Hampshire: What appeared
to be a triangular-shaped object passed
over a car at an altitude of about 50 feet.
The object had two bright lights like car
o
headBghts and gave off no sound.

April-May 1984

OUT OF THE PAST
No UFO SeenJust Creatures
The Center for UFO Studies receives
all kinds of interesting reports and,
although we are primarily concerned with
those which involve the actual witnessing
of what appears to be evidence of a mass
or energy phenomenon we might refer to
as an "object," certain other unusual
reports may provide a piece for the puzzle.
_.-Here is one such case.
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peared at the side of the road in our
headlights.
"We stopped and they seemed to glide
across the road at an angle away from us
and disappeared into the wooded area
there. They were approximately six feet
from our car, at first, so we got a good look
at them, though it happened in just a few
minutes (seconds, probably).
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"We looked around the area the next
day, but found nothing to explain their
presence. We did ask neighbors if they had
seen anything, but only frightened them,
so we kept it to ourselves after that. But,
I've always wondered who or what they
were, and from where?
"My daughter is 42 years old now and
still remembers the incident plainly.

"We waited a bit, then drove to our
home 1,4 mile away. The "creatures" were
about four feet high, with the last one in
line slightly smaller. They were white and
appeared to have very smooth, satiny fur
on their bodies. They resembled very large
geese, but we knew they weren't geese.

"I am enclosing a drawing of the
creatures and a map of the area."

The occupant was sitting slightly
turned, so that he was not exactly in profile. He swiveled his head to look at Mrs.
Dickinson, not in a supple manner, but
more as if he was mechanized. "He turned
like a porcelain doll, swivel-headed. Also,
he sat straddling what appeared to be a
square formica box, either white or pale
blue. His right hand was extended forward
to a control panel which was in true profile
. . . (she) could make out no levers or
meters. His head was shaped like Nefertitti.
His eyes were aslant, up at the outer comers.

we resembled fish with our eyes popping
and our mouths hanging open. This craft
(or one like it) returned several nights later
over my neighbor's porch and back field.
He saw it. (His wife) was not free to look. I
saw it."

t

.
Last July, we received a letter froYYI ... ~hey-had-n~~t::wings..or- --~-- ~-..,.....c.......+--+Galt, California, in which the writer
"arms," seemed totally smooth and had no
4described a unique "entity" sighting. The
visible feet. As 1 said, they glided, rather
~
Center is unable to explain what was seen
than walking or running. We saw no fea~
and has not conducted any follow-up
tures, since they were moving sideways
study. Therefore, we reserve judgment in
from us at first, then away from us before
this case. What follows is the witness'
they entered the trees. So, we only knew
report.
they had no beak or nose.
"I lived near Medford, Oregon in 1953,
"We discussed them at home and
up in the wooded foothills. My husband,
agreed they did look like the Smoos in the
The report is on file at CUFOS and the
12-year-old daughter and I were returning
old Lil' Abner comic strip, but very much
of the area will be made available to
map
home one evening in summer at about 10
bigger and with longer necks.
researchers requesting it. We do not have
p.m. We turned off the Old Stage Road to
permission to release the name of the
Scenic Avenue which passed in front of
"I assure you, we are very normal peowitness at this time.
0
our home. Suddenly, three "creatures" apple!!!

nests. "He reminded me of Nehru, with his
tight britches and the slightly-cut
shoulders of his tunic." The "being''
looked "ever so slight ... skinny." She remarked that he "could have been made of
pipe cleaners."
The sighting lasted no more than five
seconds. Rather than move away, the object and its occupant suddenly became invisible. Mrs. Dickinson said "he just put
his light off ... and probably laughed at us
running around looking out the windows
excitedly uttering 'where is he? Where'd he
go?"
There was a large elm tree almost
overhanging the porch and Mrs. Dickinson
speculates that the traveler would have
had to do so "fancy steering'' to miss it.
Having had numerous opportunities to
read about the subject of UFOs and what
to do if you see one, Mrs. Dickinson quickly sat down on the couch, covered her eyes
for a moment to fix the image in her
memory, then went for a piece of paper to
sketch what she had seen. Her sketch is
shown here.
One cannot expect to remember small
details on such short exposure, but the
following information is what Mrs. Dickin·
son does recall.

Mrs. Dickinson continues ... "I saw no
nose or mouth or ears. For this reason, I
believe him to be of unisex ... although I
did not visually explore the possibility of a
'drop seat,' I would judge he did not eat ...
consequently, I believe he sustained
himself through osmosis . . . if that is
possible. He was right-handed . . . that
hand being extended forth to the control
panel. His left arm sort of hung at his side.
His feet hardly touched the floor, similar to
a child's in a too-large chair.
"At the time of this sighting, I had not
read of the account of aliens making
themselves invisible (i.e. the Eisenhower
incident). He simply turned off like a
switch. Had I known that, I would have run
for a closet. He had a fine opportunity to
look at humans (at) close range. I'm sure

Mrs. Dickinson believes her visitor in
the transparent craft was about 3 to 4 feet
tall. The control panel appeared to form a
sort of side wall within the capsule. She
wondered if the lighted tear-drop was a
lighted object or an opening in a larger
body. Her feeling is that it was a lighted
scout craft, as she saw it again over her
neighbor's porch and field, floating around
noiselessly.
The witness' sketch of the porch, the
object and the witnesses describes the setting for the event described in this article.
Subsequent correspondence and conversations with Mrs. Dickinson by the Editor
of the ASSOCIATE NEWSLETTER revealed no contradicting evidence relating
to this reported sighting. Of course, the
kind of proof that a physical scientist
would desire is not available. However,
that is not a new qualifying comment for a
UFO sighting report. If any of our readers
have reports which include similar details,
we will appreciate receiving copies for
0
comparison study.
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Nocturnal Lights
March, 20-21, 1981
London, Ohio
For those Associates who collect
photographs of unidentified nocturnal
lights, Larry Tillman of London, Ohio, has
several which they may wish to add to their
collections. We presented one of his prints
in the last issue of the ASSOCIATE
NEWSLETTER and indicated that there
would be more to follow. Here are several
more.
Larry, who lives at 3320 State Route
42. London. OH 43140. is a 35-year-old
highway mainh~nance -w~rker whose hobbies are flying, electronics, photography
and video productions. He became interested in UFOs in 1965 while in High
School. He currently investigates cases in
the Dayton-Springfeild area and has a large
collection of audio and video tapes relating
to the subject of UFOs.
He has, many times, gone out into the
country and waited for hours with his
camera hoping for that rare moment to occur, making a photograph of an unidentified flying object possible. All but two
nights have been failures, but they helped
prepare him for the unfamiliar by permit·
ting him to observe many types of aircraft
approaching and leaving several busy air·
ports in the area, thereby learning the nor·
mal sights in the night sky.
March 20, 1981, at approximately 9:30
PM , the weather was clear and cold and
visibility was unlimited where he located
on a remote country road west of London,
Ohio near State Route 665. Most of the
sightings were occurring in that area, so he
7,000 population Ohio town on Neil road,
a piece of country road with only two
houses on it. He was sure of little traffic
disturbance.
He waited for over an hour. Nothing
unusual was seen. Then, he noticed a very
small orange light over the city, to the east,
moving in a very unusual zig-zag fashion.
At first, it was too far away to photograph,
but, he was lucky. It began moving in his
direction .
When it appeared to be close enough
to record on film, he locked the lens on his
camera open to full £-stop. About 20
seconds into the exposure, the orange ball
of light brightened, turned sharply toward
the ground and, while the lens was still
open, disappeared from view as if you had
turned a light off.
The photograph taken appears here as
#}.

Then, on March 21, 1981, Larry
Tillman received a telephone call from
Peggy Tussing, an active investigator of
UFO sighting reports in the London area,

announcing that orange lights were being
seen east of London, Ohio. Larry grabbed
his camera, called a photographer friend,
(continued on page 5, column 1)
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Chris Sullivan, and proceeded east on Rt.
665 with cameras ready ... one with black
and white 80 ASA film and the other with
35mm Kodacolor film . It was after 6:30
P.M.
They had gone only about two miles,
when they spotted an orange ball of light
approaching from the southwest, slowing
down and descending, appearing to land in
the vicinity of Madison Lake State Park.
Photograph #2 was taken of that approaching object.
On their way toward that apparent
landing area, their attention was diverted
by another orange light hovering around
some high voltage lines that crossed State
Route 665 approximately six miles east of
London . They stopped their car, set up the
camera on a tripod and took Photograph
#3, a black and white time exposure which
recorded the object in its flight as it left the
high tension line over which it was hovering and departed toward the southwest,
gaining speed, but not altitude. Tillman
reports that the light appeared to be about
the size of a small car and in its departure
seemed to pass between two trees. Its
flight was not smooth.
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At the far right is a light image suggesting camera movement recording a stationary light source. There are several such
lights showing on the print of this (cropped) time exposure, photograph #3. They
were not seen by the witnesses . The bright
light at the left of this photograph is a farm
yard light.
Other photographs were taken with
hand-held camera, showing the normal
blur due to camera movement, thereby
reducing the value of the prints. However,
the witnesses observed another light
which appeared in the northern sky, approached their location, broke into three
pieces and each piece left the area by a different direction. They took one photograph of the event. It is also blurred and
there is little they can report except to say
that it made no sound and "it was very
strange." The other photographs included
one of "lights flying along the wires" of the
high tension lines. During the night a large
military aircraft flew across their area.
When it approached, the lights they were
observing left the area and returned after
the aircraft was gone. The aircraft was flying very low, perhaps 500 feet altitude,

Page 5

with many marker lights flashing and what
looked like a cargo door open.
Nocturnal lights have been reported for
many, many years and remain a possible
mixture of mysteries and plausible
physical effects in the atornosphere.
Where these photographs by Larry Tillman
and Chris Sullivan fit into that range of
0
things remains to be determined.

UAPA Plans
September
Conference

The 21st annual National UFO Conference will be hosted by the United Aerial
Phenomena Agency (UAPA) in Cleveland,
Ohio this year. The event is scheduled for
the weekend of September 22nd and will
be located at the Country Inn, 4181 W.
150th Street in Cleveland, near Cleveland
Hopkins Airport.
No agenda has been announced .
Those wishing additional information
should write to RobertS. Easley, 3001 Colo
bum Avenue, Cleveland, OH 44109.

Page 6

CUFOS Associate Newsletter

0 bituaries:
Kenneth A. Arnold
It is with deep regret that we bring to
the attention of our ASSOCIATES the recent death of the man widely-regarded as
being responsible for the first general
public attention to the UFO phenomenon,
known in the beginning as the age of the
"flying saucers."

We have come to realize since 1947
that unidentified flying objects have been
observed long before Kenneth Arnold saw
them over the Cascade Mountains of the
western United States. However,- it was his
willingness to "go public" which
precipitated the steady flow of late reports
of sightings of long ago, here and abroad.
For those who may wish to save a copy
of the final Kenneth Arnold press release,
we reprint here the entire article just as it
appeared in the Sunday, January 22, 1984
issue of THE IDAHO STATESMAN,
published in Boise, Idaho.
o

For Your Information
Order The COFOS
Catalog of Publications

Describing 100 Items
Now Available. Send $1.00 to
COFOS, P.O. Box 1402
Evanston, IL 60204 (USA)

Kenneth A. Arnold
MERIDIAN - Family memorial services have been held for
Kenneth A. Arnold, 68, of Merid·
ian, who d~..Monday-~-.Ian_16,
1984, in a Bellewe, Wash., hospital.
He was born on March 29, 1915,
in Sebeka, Minn., and attended
school in Minot, N.D. He became
an Eagle Scout at the age of 14
and was a member at large of the
Mountain View Scout Council.
For several years he served as a
field representative for the American Red Cross Life Saving Service. At the age of 16 he received
his first flying lesson in Minot and
was a life member of the OX5
Aviation Pioneers. He was on the
All State North Dakota Football
Team for two years and played
football for the University of Minnesota.
He married Doris Georgene
Lowe of Weiser on Jan. 30, 1941.
They moved to Boise in 1944
where for a number of years he
took an active part in the Idaho
Search and
Rescue Mercy
Flights, acted as a deputy federal
U.S. marshal and was a flying
deputy for the Ada County Aerial
Poss~. He w~s the Republican
of Idaho in 1962.
Mr. Arnold invented a special-

Addition To
WUA Directorate
Announced
Dr. Willy Smith reports the recent addition of two appointments to the Board of
Directors of the World Ufological Association.
Representing North America will be
Professor David A. Haisell, of Canada, and
representing South America will be
General Alfredo Moacyr de Mendonca
Uchoa, of Brazil.
Earlier appointments to six of the nine
regional positions were announced in the
February/March issue of the ASSOCIATE
NEWSLETTER. The one remaining position to be filled is that for the U.S.S.R. o
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ized automatic dry chemical fire
extinguisher system which he distributed through his company,
Great Western Engineering, until
his death.
On June 24, 1947, he became
world renowned when, flying his
private airplane in the vicinity of
Mt. Rainier in the State of Washington, he sighted a formation of
nine strange aircraft, later to be
known as flying saucers or Unidentified Flying Objects. Because
of the overwhelming world-wide
interest from the report of his experience, he authored two books,
"The Coming of the Saucers" and

"11r€Ffjmg Satlc~-- On June 24 through 26, 1977, an
International UFO Congress was
held at Chicago's Pick-Congress
Hotel to commemorate the 30th
Anniversary of Mr. Arnold's historic experience. The lecturers included world renowned scientists
and individuals devoted to the
study of what has been considered
by many people the greatest discovery and mystery of our time.
Mr. Arnold was the keynote
speaker at the symposium.
In 1980, Yorkshire Television
Ltd., from Leeds, England, requested they be allowed to film
and tape a re-enactment of his
original flight and sighting over
Mt. Rainier. Mr. Arnold agreed to
this as a public service.
He was preceded in death by his
parents, a brother and a sister.
He is survived by his wife, Doris;
four daughters, Kiska Johnson of
Salem, Ore., Karla Arnold of
Seattle, Kimberly Purvis of Boise
and April Katri Branch of Seattle;
and by seven grandchildren. A
brot~er, Lynn Arnold lives _in AIUCUIJ'' 'VI "'•

•

Inurnment was at Ble1tz Funeral Home in Seattle.

Recent publications have brought about
renewed interest in the Coyne helicopter case
of October 18, 1973 near Mansfield, Ohio.
The definitive study of this case by Jennie
Zeidman was published by the CENTER FOR
UFO STUDIES and is now obtainable for
$7 .00, plus $1.60 p&h from CUFOS, P.O. Box
1621 Lima, Ohio 45802
Order while still available ...
A HELICOPTER-UFO ENCOUNTER
OVER OHIO
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Ministry of Defense finally relented.

It's Official!
British Defense
Ministry Admits
There Are UFOS!
In an article by Martin Bailey, appearing in the Sunday, March 4, 1984 issue of
THE OBSERVER, a prominent London
(England) weekly newspaper, a spokesman
for the British Ministry of Defense confirmed that the department was now willing "to consider providing reports on
specific incidents to serious inquirers,"
into evidence of sightings of unidentified
flying objects.
The article states that "copies of 16
reports on sightings over Wales have been
sent by the Ministry of Defense (Mod) to
the British UFO Research Association.
Although this is a small amount of information compared to the large number
of reported sightings by the public sector,
the release and apparent change of policy
represents a major accomplishment on the
part of researchers who have been severely
ridiculed in the past by many elements of
the government and the public media, as
well as private citizens for decades.
Researchers into the UFO phenomenon
have some cause to rejoice.
In 1978, the Earl of Clancarty conducted a strenuous debate in the House of
Lords, in the English Parliment, for the
release of government information, but
was unsuccessful. However, his efforts
generated considerable support and the

They reported that it was "as bright as
the sun and about half the size of the
moon."

Undoubtedly, the MoD had access to
additional information in that case. It
would be interesting to know those details,
as well.
Jenny Randles, investigation director
of the British UFO Research Association,
pointed out that crucial information was
missing from the government reports. The
final sections, containing the results of the
MoD's own investigations, had been removed.
The ministry is "not concerned with
what UFOs are ... only to ensure that they

Annual Contribution
Foreign
Surface
$25.00
$35.00
$65.00

Foreign
Airmail
$30.00
$40.00
$70.00
$125.00
$250.00
$500.00
$1.000.00

Associate
Benefits
IUR
IUR and A/N
IUR, A/N, JUS
Periodicals + 1 book
Periodicals + 2 books
Periodicals + 3 books
Periodicals + 4 books

The CENTER FOR UFO STUDIES (IRS I.D. 1123-7355392) is exempt from federal income tax as described in Section 501 (c)(3) and 170 (b) (1) (A)( vi) of the Internal Revenue
Code of 1954.
80% of the first $60.00 contributed is tax-deductible for fec;eral income tax purposes.
Any additional amount. less the value of publication benefits, is fully tax deductible.

Please mail your application and contribution to:
CENTER FOR UFO STUDIES
P 0 Box 1621
Lima. Ohio 45802 U.S.A

"Four sightings which were made
within-a couple of miles were reported--orrSeptember 30, 1982 during a one-hour
period. These included 'two white flashing
circular objects' at Pontypool, a 'white/blue
flashing light' at Pontnewydd, a 'bright blue
light' at Cwmbran and a 'narrow green band
of light' at Pontypool.
"Nine incidents were reported on
January 29, 1983 between 5:30 and 7:45
p.m. in the Swansea area. This unusual
flurry of UFO sightings included a 'very
large elongated shape with two pulsating
white lights at front and yellowish steady
lights at rear,' an object which was 'very
large, possibly saucer-shaped, four or five
lights flashing in rotation' and 'one object
split into two parts ... three white lights at
front and three at back, massive in size,
oblong in shape.' "

Although the Masons contacted the
police, who took their report, then forwarded it to the Ministry of Defense, they
were not contacted by anyone from the
MoD. An MoD spokesman said that
following their inquiry "we are satisfied
that there were no defense implications."
Mr. Mason wondered how they could have
investigated it thoroughly without contacting them, the reporting witnesses.

(in U. S. funds or equal)

U.S.
Mail
$20.00
$30.00
$60.00
$125.00
$250.00
$500.00
$1.000.00

do not have any defense implications."
Their release of the information implies
that the MoD does not regard the reported
objects as "hostile aircraft."
Continuing to defuse public concern
about what they may be, the spokesman
for the MoD stated that "there is no
evidence that alien spacecraft have landed
on the planet."
"Other cases covered in the MoD
reports include an incident on September
20, 1982 when a 'beam of green light' was
seen near Abergavenny and a 'cottage-loaf
shape with bright porthole lights and a
pulsating red light beneath' near Caerleon.

THE OBSERVER was given a copy of
the first list of sightings in Wales and
looked into one of them. It involved a
32-year-old printer, David Mason, who, at 9
PM on September 14, 1982, while watching television, saw a bright light from his
Cwmbran (Wales) home window. He and
his wife, Angela, went out into their back
garden to watch it for 15 minutes while it
hovered more than a mile away, just above
a ridge near the town.

SCHEDULE OF ASSOCIATES - Application Form

Associates
First Kind
Second Kind
Third Kind
Donor
Patron
Sponsor
Major
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We will bring to your attention any additional information received regarding the
release of additional case reports by the
British Ministry of Defense.
o

Please register me as a CUFOS Associate of the
Kind for 12 months. Enclosed is my annual gift of$ _ _ _ _ __
for the year of _ _ _ __
Print your name and address here:
MY NAME IMR

MRS . MISS . MS l

STREET ADDRESS
CITY

STATE!PROVlNCE

COUNTRY

ZIP/POSTAL CODE

List gift associate and nominations below:
FOR
PRINT NAME OF AN INDIVIDUAL ONLY IMR . MRS .. MISS. MS )
STREET ADDRESS
CITY

STATE; PROVINCE

COUNTRY

ZIP /POSTAL CODE

0 Gift associate of _ _ _ __
Total amount enclosed: _ _ _ _ __
THANK YOU FOR
YOUR CONTRIBUTION

Kind with an extra gift of
$ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ enclosed. Please send gift card signed:

[J Nomination only. This is not a gift Send information.
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U.S. Armed Forces
Publication Tells
Of Lebanon UFO

MEETINGS ..... .
MUFON Symposium
July 6, 7, 8
In San Antonio
The Mutual UFO Network has announced details of its 1984 UFO
Symposium in the January issue of
MUFON UFO JOURNAL.
The theme for this year's meeting will
be E.T.I.: A PUBLIC FORUM, stressing
the implications of the extraterrestrial intelligence concept. The event will be held
at the Holiday Inn North/Airport Area, 77
N. E Loop 410, San Antonio, Texas 78206
on July 6th through 8th. Tom Deuley of
the San Antonio MUFON organization will
serve as host chairperson for this 15th
annual symposium.
A preliminary listing of speakers for
the event include J. Allen Hynek, Barry J.
Greenwood, Cynthia Hind, Paul B. Norman,
Marge Christensen, John F. Schuessler,
Alan C. Holt, and Tom Adams. The program will be divided into five distinct
sessions for Saturday and Sunday, July
7th and 8th.
Those interested in attending are
urged to register by writing to MUFON of
San Antonio, P. 0. Box 12434, San Antonio, TX 78212. The telephone number
for room reservations is (512) 349-9915.
Mention the MUFON symposium for a
special discount price of $35 per night
(single or double) and special room assignment. Preregistration for the sessions is
$27.50 per person.
0

Fifth Rocky Mtn.
Conference In
Wyoming Planned
R. Leo Sprinkle, director of the
Institute for UFO Contactee Studies,
and Ken McLean, Steering Committee
Chairman of the Paranormal Research
Organization for UFO Studies, have
announced _th~ P-ates for the _fifth
Rocky Mountain Conference -on UFO ffi.
vestigatlon, a joint activity of the two
organizations. It will again be held on the
campus of the University of Wyoming at
Laramie in the School of Extended
Studies on Fraternity Row. The dates for
the conference will be July 19th through
21st. Registration forms are available by
writing to Conferences & Institutes, P. 0.
Box 3972, University Station, Laramie,
Wyoming 82071-3972.
The purpose of the Rocky Mountain
Conference on UFO Investigation is to provide an opportunity for UFO Contactees
and UFO Investigators to become acquainted and to share information about
UFO experiences. Persons are welcome
to participate as "contactees" or as
"investigators" or both.
Registrants are invited to participate in
group discussions about their UFO encounters or experiences, but the meetings
are not open to the public, only to
registrants. Additional information is
available on the registration form.
o

STOP!!!

Center for UFO Studies

CHECK YOUR
MAILING LABEL
DATE

Associates Education and Business Office
P. 0. Box 1621
Lima, Ohio 45802

If the date shown on your
label is 04/84, this is the
anniversary of your last
contribution to CUFOS and
this is the last issue of A/N
you will receive until your
next contribution is received by CUFOS. Thank
you very much for your
continued support. Action
now will continue your mailings uninterrupted.

April-May 1984

Address Correction Requested

The following news items was included in the Saturday, January 28, 1984
(Vol. 42, No. 283) issue of THE STARS
AND STRIPES, the "authorized unofficial
publication for the U.S. Armed Forces."
7 MIDEAST OIL WORKERS REPORT
SPOTTING 'ROUND, SILVER' UFO
BEIRUT (UPI) - Oil field workers in
the emirate of Sharjah have spotted an
unidentified flying object, the latest such
sighting in the region in recent months, the
Gulf News Agew;y._saHL
It said the UFO was sighted by seven
people who described it as a "round
object, silver in color, and flying at a very
high altitude."
The seven also told the agency the
object was "not a plane or a satellite."
Residents of the nearby emirate of Ras
el Khaimah have reported at least one such
0
sighting in recent months.

True or False!
Here are the answers to the 15
statements which appeared in the last
previous issue of the ASSOCIATE
NEWSLETTER. If you answered them all
correctly, you may regard yourself as
reasonably well-informed on the subject of
the UFO Phenomenon.
1-T, 2-T, 3-T, 4-T, 5-F, 6-F, 7-F, 8-F,
9-F, 10-T, 11-F, 12-T, 13-F, 14-T, 15-T o
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Elliptical Object
Over Greenland
Naval Station
The following article is contributed by
Kim Moller Hansen, 26-year-old school
teacher and responsible for photography
for Skandinavisk UFO Information
(SUFOI) and the publication UFO-NYT
(Postbox 6, DK-2820 Gentofte, Denmark).
The article is an English-language abstract
of the original article which appeared in
more detail in Danish in UFO-NYT, No. 4,
1983.

In February 1977 at Naval Station
"Gronnedal" in Greenland, a national ser
viceman (who wants to remain anony
mous) was on his way from the cinema to
his quarters, when he paused to look at
the strong northern lights. It was 10:30
p.m.

He located a camera and in front of

the station office he took his picture of the
northern lights with the mountain Kungnat
in the background (direction southwest).
Immediately afterward, he took his
second picture, but this time he noticed a
dark object at the bottom of the northern

lights. When he turned around and called
for the officer on duty and looked again for
the object, it was no longer visible. He
then took his third and last picture, which
only shows the northern lights and not the
object.
Scandinavian UFO information

(SUFOI) has examined the original nega
tives of pictures 41, 42, and 43. The time
of exposure is about one minute. This
agrees with the slight movements of the
stars visible on the three pictures.
The elliptical dark object is only visi
ble on picture number 42. Possibly, the
object had been moving very slowly trans
versely to the camera. However, nothing
indicates that the object disappeared sud
denly. It is possible that the northern lights
in the background had moved in the last
picture (number 43) in such a way that the
object could not be seen in front of the
black background.

It is SUFOI's hypothesis that the
object is a lens-shaped cloud, a so-called
altocumulus lenticularis. This type of cloud
is very common in Greenland.
SUFOI Photo Department has a
comprehensive archive containing prints,
slides, negatives, microfilms, substandard
films, and video films, and examines

Danish photo-cases. There are more than
100 Danish photo-cases in the archives,
but only a few UFO-cases. Three photoconsultants are associated with the

department.

•
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Letters
The following letter is presented to
request assistance of our ASSOCIATES
who may have similar cases or reference
material involving "unidentified strange
loud sounds." Although no UFO event is
suggested, some cases do include strange
sounds being reported.
To Whom It May Concern:
I am writing to you on behalf of other
persons who do not wish their identity
known (I'll bet you hear that a lot). And to
be truthful, they would probably be dis
pleased with me if they knew I was writing.
They told me of an experience they had
that is so different from anything I've ever
heard or read about that my curiosity finally
got the best of me and I had to write.
I am an Associate of the First Kind

and have followed, with great interest, any
news about UFO's for many, many years.
These people know of my interest and
therefore didn't hesitate to tell me of their
experience.

Their lives were changed last summer
during a fishing trip to Elephant Butte Lake
in the southern part of New Mexico.
To me, their experience was unique
because they didn't see anything... they
heard something. They were in their boat
on a part of the lake quite removed from
any shore campsites and there were no
other boats/persons in sight. They heard a
very loud, strange noise. They (a husband
and wife, by the way) had great difficulty
describing it, saying it was like no other
sound they had ever heard. The closest
thing to it, they said, was the sound they
heard in the movie, "Close Encounters."
Or, like a giant pipe organ with all keys
being played at once. They could not agree
exactly where the sound was coming from.

One thought it was from the closest shore,
the other thought is was perhaps from a
canyon in the opposite direction. They
said it was very loud and lasted several
minutes. I believe they said it started sud
denly at full loudness and stopped, i.e., did
not fade.

My main reason for writing is to ask if
you have received any similar reports. In
all the years I've been reading about
UFO's, I can't recall reading about uniden
tified strange loud sounds — (USLS's). If
you have received such reports or can
recommend some reading matter on the
subject, I would very much appreciate
hearing from you.
These two people have, of course,
returned to the location hoping to ascer
tain the source of the sound, but to no
avail as yet.

Hoping to hear from you,
Julia M. Alberts

(Associate Comment Invited)

•

Revolving Ring (Clockwise)

Rough drawing of object I observed on a
Friday or Saturday afternoon, in July of
1964.

(Editor's Note: Mr. VanPelt states
that he had not seen the following photo
graph taken by Almiro Barauna near
Trindade Island, off the coast of Brazil on
January 16, 1958. The shape resemblance
is striking.)
•

Dear Mr. Timmerman,

My 17-year-old son (a senior at Shaw
nee High School) and I were on our way to
the grocery store on a very clear, summer
day toward the end of July, 1964, at ap
proximately 4:30 PM. We were talking
about Shawnee football. I was driving
south on Beeler Road and approaching a
set of railroad tracks, about 100 feet from
Breese Road.

Something moving in the sky caught
my eye. I looked up through the wind
shield. My son did so at the same time.
We spontaneously said, "It's a flying
saucer!"
There was no traffic on Beeler or

Breese Roads at the time. I had crossed

the railroad tracks by that time and imme
diately pulled over and we both jumped
out of the car. The object was hovering
almost over Breese Road, to our left, ap

The CUFOS Associate Newsletter is publish
ed by the Center for UFO Studies, Evanston,
Illinois, and is mailed bi-monthly to financial
contributors to CUFOS according to the Sched
ule of Associates. ©Copyright 1984. All rights
reserved by the Center for UFO Studies and
mailed as Third Class Mail at Lima, Ohio.
The contents of the CUFOS Associate

Newsletter are determined by the editor and
do not necessarily represent the official position
of CUFOS, or reflect the opinions of the editor,
the staff, or the Center for UFO Studies.
Permission is hereby granted to quote from
this issue provided not more than 200 words are
quoted from any one article, the author of the
article is given credit and the statement "©Copy
right 1984. All rights reserved by the Center for
UFO Studies," is included in the quotation.
ISSN # 0273-3129
The CUFOS Associate Newsletter
P. O. Box 1621

Lima, Ohio 45802
John P. Timmerman, Editor

J. Allen Hynek, PhD., Scientific Director

proximately 500 to 600 feet from our view
ing point and was approximately 1,200 to
1,500 feet up.
This was a very clear day. Visibility
was unlimited. There were no clouds in

the sky. The object was very clear; still
hovering, at that point. I could see that it
was oval-shaped, grey metallic in color,
and had a revolving ring around its center.
The upper and lower sections were station

ary. There were no noise, smoke or lights.
It was hovering very stable.

For Your Information
Order The CUFOS

It suddenly started to move in a
southwesterly direction and, just as sud
denly, it tipped up on end and with tre
mendous speed went straight up and out
of sight. I would say that the sighting

Catalog of Publications

lasted about one minute.

Enclosed find a rough drawing of the
object we observed.
Richard H. VanPelt

Lima, Ohio

Describing 100 Items
Now Available. Send $ 1.00 to
CGFOS, P.O. Box 1402

Evanston, IL 60204 (USA)
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If You Wish To Help...

Properties Of The UFO Phenomenon
J. Allen Hynek

The characteristics or properties of
UFOs (Unidentified Flying Objects), as
reported by the most responsible and inde
pendent witnesses, are not the same as
those reported for objects or phenomena
that can be identified after study by quali
fied persons. This implies that simple misidentification of familiar objects like the
planet Venus, weather balloons, meteors,
aircraft and even the Goodyear blimp
cannot be used as an overall explanation
for the many truly puzzling UFO events
reported over the years.
Computer analysis of 400 UFO cases,
selected on the basis of the number, inde
pendence and qualifications of the report
ers of these UFO events, conducted at the
Center for UFO Studies at Evanston, IL
had demonstrated that many of the re
ported properties of UFOs are totally
inconsistent with those of everyday objects
and phenomena. For example, some of
the best-investigated and well-documented
UFO reports describe objects or luminous
phenomena which can hover noiselessly
close to the ground and then almost instan
taneously take off with tremendous speed.
Known objects which hover are not silent,
and those which take off with tremendous

speed are not silent. Of 158 UFOs which
were reported to be silent and 69 which
reportedly exhibited anomalous accelera
tions (beyond those normally experienced),
23 exhibited both of these properties—a
paradoxical situation.

Twenty-five percent (100) of the cases
analyzed occurred in broad daylight; of
these 37 were silent, 41 were discoid in

shape, 27 hovered, 21 showed anomalous
accelerations, 11 landed, 35 were metallic
in appearance, and 30 were independently
witnessed by people separated geographi
cally and unknown to each other'.

Your personal financial assistance is
much appreciated and you are welcome to
limit your participation to your financial
gifts and your reading of our periodicals
and other publications.
However, if you wish to become more
actively involved in our work, review the
following list of additional activities and
consider which of those you believe you
could perform in your area as an Associ
ate of the Center for UFO Studies.

If you find one or more activities for
which you feel that you are willing and able
to volunteer your time and talent, please

Those who hold that the above can

still be explained in terms of misidentification (especially in broad daylight) pose a
problem of monumental dimensions to

psychologists and psychiatrists alike to
explain the mechanism whereby the minds
of independent witnesses could be so
grossly misled as to imagine simultane
ously, for example, that a meteor could
stop, hover, and then reverse direction! In
either case, however, a multidisciplinary
problem eminently worthy of further study
exists.

write to our Lima office, detailing your
training and/or experience which prepare
you to assist in those indicated activities.
The activities would tend to overlap
and being active in one often leads to
becoming active in another. We have form
letter replies in which we will elaborate on

what would possibly be involved in each of
these functions. You are advised to write

to our office for these details, if you believe

you might be interested. Write to our Busi
ness Office, P.O. Box 1621, Lima, Ohio
45802 and... thank you very much.
Technical Consultant

Sighting Report Field Investigator
Public Information Representative
Foreign Language Translator

The Center for UFO Studies was
founded in 1973 and has accumulated a

data bank of 80,000 UFO reports from
about 140 countries. Not all of these, of

Fund Raiser

course, represent cases worthy of study;
sketchy data, incomplete reporting and
translation from foreign languages may
misrepresent the actual situation. There
remains, however, an impressive residue
of truly baffling detailed reports which
describe many of the same properties and
characteristics studied in the present analy
sis of selected case.

SCHEDULE OF ASSOCIATES - Application Form
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NOTICE
The CUFOS UFO Photo Exhibit will

be on display at the City Shopping Center,
20 City Blvd., East, Orange, California,
from August 31 thru September 2nd. Asso
ciates are asked to mark their calendars
and to invite interested friends to attend.

Please register me as aCUFOS Associate of the
Kind for 12 months. Enclosed is my annual gift of $.
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How Much Do You

Know About UFOs?
Part II
Here is another series of questions
which will test your knowledge of the UFO
Phenomenon. It was prepared by Thomas
B. Burch, coordinator of Public Informa
tion Representatives for the Center for
UFO Studies. This one is made up of
multiple choice answers. The correct an
swers will appear in our next issue of the
ASSOCIATE NEWLETTER. Only one of
the four suggested answers is correct.
1. The "invisible college" is a term
used to describe scientists who are priv
ately engaged in UFO research yet are
reluctant to admit their interest to their

scientific peers. The UFO researcher who
coined this term is:

3. He previously served as the chief
investigator for the Center for UFO

Stanton Friedman
Sherman Larsen
James Harder

4. On October 15, 1957, a farmer

reported being abducted by extraterres

Jacques Vallee
Gray Barker
2. In 1959 a famous UFO sighting
took place at Papua, New Guinea. The
name of the primary witness was William
B. Gill. What was Mr. Gill's occupation?
Photographer
Pilot

Archeologist
Missionary

Serious Business

Messengers of Deception
Anatomy of a Phenomenon
8. The first major UFO wave in
reported history took place in:
1745
1896

trials. He also claimed that he had been

sexually seduced by a female member of

1917
1947

the UFO crew. Name this farmer.
Paul Trent

Billy Ray Taylor

9. The Andreasson Affair, written by
Raymond Fowler, documents what event

Calvin Parker

in UFO history?

Antonio Villas Boas

Cattle mutilation case

5. On July 24, 1948 one of the earliest

UFO overflight of a SAC base
(Strategic Air Command)

reports involving a commercial airliner's
encounter with a UFO was filed by the

pilot and co-pilot of an Eastern Airlines
DC-3. Name the pilot and co-pilot.
Cummings & McGregor

Stanton Friedman

Passort to Magonia
Flying Saucers —

Studies and wrote The UFO Handbook.
Allan Hendry

Chiles & Whitted

J. Allen Hynek

7. One of the following books was not
written by ufologist Jacques Vallee:

Mantell & Keenan

Valentich & Jefferson

6. He was selected as scientific direc

tor of the Scientific Study of UFOs

UFO abduction case

Classic radar/visual case
10. In 1975, Stanford University astro

physicist Peter A. Sturrock polled mem
bers of the American Astronomical Society
to determine whether the members con

sidered UFOs worthy of scientific study.
Of members responding to the poll, what

percentage of the AAS felt that UFOs

conducted by the University of Colorado

certainly or probably deserve scientific

between 1966 and 1968.

study?

Thornton Page

13%

Berthold Schwarz
Edward Condon

33%
53%

Carl Sagan

73%.

a

Project Hessdalen (Norway) Report
BULLETIN No. 2, Vol. 2, 1984 has

the project was published in the INTER

been received from Odd-Gunnar Roed

NATIONAL UFO REPORTER for March/

from Project Hessdalen, UFO-Norway/

April 1984. A more complete listing in
cludes: a spectrumanalyser, a broadband
antenna, an Atlas 2000 33 km. radar, a

Sweden, reporting that this is the final
bulletin for Part One of the project. Plans
are being made to reactivate the project in

seismograph, a fluxgate magnetometer, a

the Fall of 1984 or the Winter of 1985,

radio interference and field intensity

depending upon the amount of "official
support" received.

meter, two infrared viewers, an He-Ne
laser, three videorecorders and videocameras, a videomonitor, six gratings, two
geigercounters, two electronic recorders
and over forty cameras of various types.

Roed indicated that there is much

work to be done at Hessdalen, especially
in the field of taking spectrographic photos

of the phenomenon. Also, much material
which has been gathered remains to be
analysed and they hope to have their
FINAL TECHNICAL REPORT PART

ONE completed by early summer.

Associates wishing to have a copy of
this report should write to Mr. Roed,
Project Coordinator, PROJECT HESS
DALEN, Box 14, 3133 Duken, Norway.
Price information will be sent to all

correspondents.

A partial listing of instrumentation for

The number of cameras and other

equipment on hand changed from time to
time because they were private. The fluxgate magnetometer was used to measure
the magnetic field vectors in three outputs;
X, Y and Z to a sensitivity of 1 V per 100

results were achieved from recording visual

lights. Aircraft did not record. These re
sults will be compared with control test

recordings at a similar station at Dombas,
120 km from Hessdalen and will be pub
lished in the final report.

Unknown lights were tracked on
radar; one event being measured at a

speed of 30,000 km/hr. Snow, local air
planes, big birds and "angels" were also
seen on the radar screen.

Unknown light was seen which did
not register on the spectrumanalyser. How
ever, some registrations occurred when no
lights were seen. There were no registra
tions on the geigercounters. The laser was
used three times. The unknown light,
which will be discussed in the final report,

was hardly seen in the infrared viewer.

gamma. With the two-channel recorder

Individuals interested in assisting with

they measured the X- and Y- components.
With and Esterline-Angus recorder they
measured the X-component. The results

the financing of this project during the
next research periods should write to the

are to be studied more closely before any
conclusions are reached. Inconsistent

address above and make their funds pay

able to Project Hessdalen bank account
#2420-25-33945.

•
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EDITORIAL
We notice that Phil Klass has changed his opinion as he finds himself backed into a

corner over his denunciation of the Zeidman report1 on the 1973 Coyne helicopter
(Mansfield, OH) incident.

In 1976, Zeidman's analysis showed that the UFO was in continual view for 300 ± 30

seconds. Klass rejected that figure, essentially because it was clear that the long duration
made his previously published "meteor theory" untenable.
Donald A. Johnson of Kirkland, Wash
ington, has completed a statistical study
entitled "Trends in the Geographical Distri
bution of Vehicle Ignition Interference
UFO Reports." It will appear in print for
the first time under the editorial guidance
of researcher Vicente-Juan Ballester-

Olmos in an English-language edition, pub
lished in Italy, with abstracts in four other
languages.

Johnson, well-known among students
of the UFO phenomenon in this country,
has analyzed 449 reports of vehicle ignition
interference to determine possible trends
in their distribution, geographically, over
their period of occurance. Spanning a
thirty-year sample from 1950 through 1979,
he grouped them into 5-year periods and
found a significant shift in the center of
UFO activity in this category from north
west to southeast.

The study sample also indicated a
growing global distribution of the vehicle
ignition interference reports. Those occur
ring in North and South America tended
to decline in number and those in Europe,
Africa and Asia showed intervening peaks
of activity at the time the shift appeared to
be toward increased activity in Australia.
Although this is a carefully selected
body of data and is thoroughly analyzed
by Johnson, it is difficult to speculate re
garding the cause for the observed appar
ent migration from the Americas toward
Australia. He states in his discussion of the

data that the results are based upon an
"analysis of UFO reports: our only meas
ure of UFO activity." Properly qualifying
his article as "exploratory in nature,"
Johnson warns that at least two forms of

bias may be present in the data and could
significantly influence the results. The first
bias could be caused by falsified or errone
ous reports, but he feels that his careful
screening of the cases has reduced that
possible bias influence. The second bias
could be due to the censoring of such
information by various governments, such
as in the cases of the Soviet Union, East
ern Europe and China. More subtle censor

ing have been occurring in many other
nations due to general public attitudes
influenced by the level of published skepti
cism from private and government sources,

In 1978 Klass wrote "Ifully agree that if the UFO was continually in the crew's sight
for even half that time or for 2-1/2 minutes, it could not have been a fireball."2
Now, in the MUFON UFO Journal3, Klass produces (from news clippings published
in 1868, 1871, 1902, and 1904) "meteor sightings" which (he hopes) will "prove" that
meteors may last 18 minutes or even longer! Trouble is, none of his examples describes
the appearance or behavior of meteors.

As scientists disciplined in the procedures of investigation and the criteria for
evaluating investigations and the credibility of investigators, we find it ludicrous to think
that any serious consideration could be given to the Klass writings on the Coyne incident.

Scientific research is judged by the integrity and credibility of the investigation and the
investigator.

Zeidman worked 2-1/2 years on the case. She undertook the assignment with the
attitude consistent with her UFO work over the past 30 years: here is a mystery that
needs to be solved. She was unprejudiced and had no preconceived theories as to what
she would find. She spent many hours with each witness. The presentation of her
documents is scrupulous; her analysis is meticulous and logical.
All of Klass's writings on the case have been based on his prejudgement that the
object was a meteor. To that end, his arguments often contain twisted facts, misrepresen
tations and inuendo, they are overwhelmingly illogical and irrelevant, and are often
blatantly directed toward "creating a diversion." Although his main objective (up until his
meteors-can-last- 18-minutes paper) was apparently to chop away at the duration of
observation until it was of "acceptable meteor length" (probably a minutel at the most), he
has avoided challenging Zeidman's research with a time-line analysis of his own. And he
has ignored other aspects of the object's appearance and behavior which, in and of
themselves, preclude a meteor hypothesis.
The reason for all this is easily seen. Klass's research on the case was sorely deficient.
His total time spent with the witnesses (there were nine) consisted of three long-distance
calls to Col. Coyne and a talk-show chat and supper with one of the other crewmen. •

1Jennie Zeidman, A Helicopter-UFO Encounter Over Ohio, 1979, Evanston, IL, Center of
UFO Studies

2Philip J. Klass, "The Other Side of the Coyne Encounter," FATE, Dec. 1978, p. 79.
3Richard Hall, "Remarkable Meteors," MUFON UFO Journal, Dec. 1983, No. 190, p. 16.

ASSOCIATES who are interested in

statistical studies of the UFO phenomenon
will enjoy reading the entire article, which
may be secured by writing to UPIAR Re
search in Progress, P. O. Box 11221,
1-20110 Milan, Italy. The Abstract of the
article will be published in German, Span
ish, French and Italian.
Another related statistical study by
Mr. Johnson, entitled The Effects of Posi
tion and Distance in UFO Ignition-Interfer
ence Cases, has just been published as
North
America

South
America

one of seven articles on the UFO Pheno

menon in the latest edition of the

JOURNAL OF UFO STUDIES, Vol. Ill,
by the Center for UFO Studies. It is avail
able by writing to CUFOS, P. O. Box
1621, Evanston, Illinois, 60204, U.S.A. and
sending U.S. $7.50 including postage and
mailing surface rate worldwide.
Mail for Donald A. Johnson should be

directed to him at P. O. Box 161, Kirkland,
WA 98033, U.S.A.
•

Europe

Africa

Asia

Australia

1950-54

6

1

23

0

0

0

60
11

0

0

1

6

0

1

1

The accompanying table displays the
449 reports by continent, indicating the

1965-69
1970-74

90

8
9
23

9

to which Johnson makes no reference.

1955-59
1960-64

27

1

1

7

17
3

4

2

1975-79

31
24

31

apparent statistical shift to which Johnson

15

1

0

17
19

refers.
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Over the weekend of May 4th through

many as possible and took reports. We
also experienced seeing these things our
selves. Some of the lights were traveling at
phenomenal speeds. We do know that the
Air Force vectored interceptors into the
area. We had radar paints confirmed from
civilian radar in Jackson, Mississippi, and
civilian radar in Memphis, Tennessee.

6th, the CUFOS UFO PHOTO EXHIBIT
was on display at the SHOPPERS

These were later denied for what reasons I
don't know. The Air Force and I think it

Service of The Library of Congress pub

SQUARE MALL in Reno, Nevada, under
the supervision of John P. Timmerman,

was the Department of Defense Informa
tion Agency or some...something like
that...some government agency came
down later, took statements and tried to
discredit as many witnesses as possible,
including the police officers. There were

ENIGMA. It was prepared by Marcia S.
Smith, Specialist in Aerospace and Tele

Reno Photo Display
Yields Interesting
Sighting Cases

Chairman of the Board of the Center for

UFO Studies, and Editor of the ASSOCI
ATE NEWSLETTER. As a routine part of

such events, Timmerman locates sighting
witnesses and tape-records their state
ments for review by Dr. Hynek and others
interested in special types of reports.

no 'close encounters' and no visual con

Center and share their information and

firmed observations of any type of craft.
Just the manifestations of maneauvering
lights, high speeds and, in some instances,
brilliant lights that would separate into
parts. I became quite interested here
because I was actually seeing this thing. It
confirmed something that I read when I
was in the Military.
"I was assigned to the Army Security
Agency. We did a lot of work with the
State Department and through the United
States Army Special Forces. During the
1950's, apparently, when we had military
installations on Hokkaido Island, certain
aircraft or unidentified flying objects, if you
will, invaded the air space over Japan and

other details.

the United States aircraft were scrambled

The following statement is one of
many which were collected at Reno. The

speaker declined to identify himself for
reasons which will become apparent as
you read his remarks. Since the Center

had no way of confirming details, we must
reserve judgement as to the truthfulness of
this information, and we offer it as an
example of the information we receive.
However, we feel that it is sufficiently inter
esting to share it with other researchers
with the hope that if others have heard of
this event they will contact us at the

We have reproduced here his state
ment, word for word:

"During the period of 1966 to 1969, I
was a police officer or deputy sheriff in a
county in Mississippi. I think it was in the
year of 1968 when we experienced a flap
of nocturnal lights...as many as 17 sepa
rate occurrances, based on a time element,
with literally hundreds of people calling in
reporting that they'd seen strange lights
either zipping across the sky, or maneauvering or hovering. We investigated as

STOP!!!
CHECK YOUR
MAILING LABEL
DATE
If the date shown on your
label is 06/84, this is the
anniversary of your last

next contribution is re

ceived by CUFOS. Thank
you very much for your
continued support. Action
now will continue your mail
ings uninterrupted.

Government UFO

Document Appears
In 1976 the Congressional Research
lished a document entitled THE UFO

communications Systems for the Science
Policy Research Division of the C.R.S.

Dated June 20, 1983, the Library of
Congress has just released a revised and
updated version of this publication as

Report No. 83-205 SPR, prepared by
George D. Havas of the same division.
The Congressional Research Service

works exclusively for the Congress, con
ducting research, analyzing legislation, and
providing information at the request of
committees, members, and their staffs.
The Service makes such research

available, without partisan bias, in many
forms including studies, reports, compila
tions, digests, and background briefings.
Upon request, C.R.S. assists committees

in analyzing legislative proposals and
issues, and in assessing the possible effects
of these proposals and their alternatives.

The Service's senior specialists and subject
analysts are also available for personal
consultations in their respective fields of
expertise.

Copies may be secured through your
congressman in Washington, D.C. There
is no charge for the publication.
•

remainder of this 117-minute tape, you
have voice contact with American pilots
and Russion pilots, through interpreters,
interlocking radio nets, dual efforts by
opposing military forces, as it were, to try
to catch this thing, which they could not
do."

Center for UFO Studies
Associates Education and Business Office
P. O. Box 1621

Lima, Ohio 45802

•

Nonprofit Organization
U.S. Postage
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Permit No. 187
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contribution to CUFOS and

this is the last issue of A/N
you will receive until your

to meet these interceptors and whatever it
was flew rings around our stuff.
"I did listen to a tape. It was 117 min
utes long and it was classified TOP
SECRET. It was made during this period.
Twenty-two minutes of that tape involved
our personnel trying to catch whatever it
was. At approximately the 22-minute
period on the tape a Soviet radio operator
came on the air and informed our person
nel that they had also been trying to catch
this aircraft, or whatever it was, and they
had assumed it was ours. And, for the
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Nocturnal Light Becomes CE-1 In Charlotte, NC
Saturday, October 5, 1968 was John
D. Hickey's wife's birthday. Her parents
had driven over to the Hickey home on
Lancer Drive in Charlotte, North Carolina,
for a weekend visit. That evening, they
decided to have dinner at the "Open
Kitchen Restaurant" in Charlotte, located
on Morehead Street on the west side of
the city.
After dinner, as they were leaving the
restaurant, John noticed that it was 7:52
p.m. It was a cool evening and some stars
were visible in the clear sky. They had
driven a few blocks toward town and
stopped for a traffic light on a side street.
The streets were deserted.
The street lights had been turned on
and, directly in front and at some distance,
John Hickey saw a commercial jet passing.
Glancing to his left, he saw a bright white
light which he thought was a tower light.
He said so, but his father-in-law replied,
"That is not a tower. It is moving."
The light was moving, very slowly and
very low over the city. However, since the
light was slightly more than a quarter of a
mile away, it was impossible to distinguish
any shape or size. Since it was moving,
Ahn assumed it was a Piper Cub airplane
moving slowly over the city and dismissed
it from his mind .

As he bent down and raised his head
up to watch the traffic light turn green, he
noticed a black shapeless mass moving
very fast in the sky, coming in from his
left. It seemed to stop instantly and he
immediately saw a jet black object hover·
ing motionless over a low building. John
rolled down the car glass window to look
and concluded that the object appeared to
be solid and around 500 feet or less from
his car. It was shaped like a capsule or a
short cigar and just as he had adjusted his
eyes to the dark object three large lights
come on on the object, identical in size
and shaped like television picture tubes.
John estimated their size to be be·
tween 21 and 24 inches in diameter. They
were arranged very close to one another
and seemed to be recessed in the object.
(See acompanying sketch.) The lighted sec·
tions appeared to be made of thick, clear
glass identical to sealed beam automobile
headlights. He noticed what appeared to
be fine lines running across the surface of
the glass. The color of the lights was a
gray white and in the center he noticed a
small pure white beam. The lights were
not blinding.
As the two couples watched the object,
they saw a small black device move slowly
out of one end. It extended out a few feet,

then stopped and a blue light lit up on the
end of it. At this time, the three white
lights began to blink slowly, then increased
to a rapid blinking, so fast at one point
that they gave the illusion that they were
spinning around the object. After about 25
seconds, the bright blue light went out, the
arm moved back into the object and the
other lights began to blink more slowly
until they stopped altogether. The object
then dipped slightly to the left, then right,
leveled off and the lights went out.
At this point, the object turned coun·
ter-clockwise very slowly, moved in a
straight line, but at an angle. back toward
the city (to the left). John noticed that the
traffic light happened to be green and that
there was an automobile waiting behind
him. As they moved through the traffic
light, they watched the object until they
lost sight of it. The entire experience lasted
approximately two minutes.
John believes that the light he at first
thought was a tower light, then a Piper
Cub aircraft, was the lighted dark object
he later saw hovering over the low build·
ing. His reasoning is as follows.
The black, blurred mass came from
the same direction as the low-flying white
light he observed on his left. The light
(continued on page 8, column 1)
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Letters
Dear Mr. Timmerman:
I am writing to inform CUFOS of a
change of address for UFO News-Flash.
The new address is: Massimo Greco, P.O.
Box 29, 25121 Brescia, Italy. Can you insert
a brief notice about the change in your
ASSOCIATE NEWSLETTER?
I decided to write to you directly,
instead of sending a circular letter, because
I think that your two publications are a
must for every serious researcher and so
I'm greatly interested to not lose them in
the mail.
If you have any request for Italian
UFO material, please don't hesitate to ask
me and I'll do my best to accommodate
yetl.c-

Massimo Greco, Editor
UFO News-Flash
Editor,
The occupant in a lightbulb-shaped,
self-illuminated conveyance reported in the
April-May ASSOCIATE NEWSLETTER
bears interesting resemblance to an earlier
case reported by MUFON. Your late
Summer 1979 Maine case involved a transparent, internally-illuminated capsule (for
want of a better word) inside which was a
slender humanoid, the phenomenon observed passing close by the house.
In the Feb. 1975 issue of SKYLOOK
(predecessor of MUFON UFO Journal),
Len Stringfield reported an Oct. 12, 1973,
Cincinnati, Ohio, case of a humanoid in a
bell-jar-shaped, self-illuminated capsule
which was observed on or near the ground
some 40 or 50 feet away ("Creature Inside
Shield of Light"). Note that the date is in
the midst of the Fall 1973 UFO sighting
wave.

The CUFOS Associate Newsletter is published by the Center for UFO Studies, Evanston,
Illinois, and is mailed bi-monthly to financial
contributors to CUFOS according to the Schedule of Associates. ©Copyright 1984. All rights
reserved by the Center for UFO Studies and
mailed as Third Class Mail at Lima, Ohio.
The contents of the CUFOS Associate
Newsletter are determined by the editor and
do not necessarily represent the official position
of CUFOS, or reflect the opinions of the editor,
the staff, or the Center for UFO Studies.
Permission is hereby granted to quote from
this issue provided not more than 200 words are
quoted from any one article, the author of the
article is given credit and the statement "©Copyright 1984. All rights reserved by the Center for
UFO Studies," is included in the quotation.
ISSN # 0273-3129
The CUFOS Associate Newsletter
P. 0. Box 1621
Lima, Ohio 45802
John P. Timmerman, Editor
J. Allen Hynek, PhD., Scientific Director

Aug. -Sept. 1984

In both cases the capsule was smallish
and self-illuminated, the occupant was facing left, made robot-like movements, and
appeared to be operating a lever. One
difference is that the Cincinnati humanoid
was heftier and more ape-like in appearance (but was also observed at a greater
distance under less favorable viewing conditions). The Cincinnati case also is more
complex and involves possible physical
trace evidence and electromagnetic effects.
If memory serves, during the November 1957 UFO sighting wave truckers in
Mississippi reported seeing humanoids inside a translucent capsule sitting on a highway. To the best of my recollection, the
wire service story was never fully investigated or documented.
Numerous other humanoid reports
rnE!11tion occupants seemingly operating
control panels, but usually in more craftlike (typically disc-with-dome) conveyances.
0
Richard Hall
(Editor's Note: Copies of the SKYLOOK article, including sketches by Mr.
Stringfield, will be made available to interested readers who write to Mutual UFO
Network, 103 Old Towne Road, Seguin,
TX 78155. Please send $1.00 to cover cost
of reproduction and mailing.)
To Whom It May Concern:
In the early evening on December 30,
1983 my husband and I took our mothers
for a ride to look at Christmas decorations
before they were taken down for another
year. We left home about 4:45 p.m. and
headed out into the country to Lake
Summerset. We rode around the lake,
then headed for home. On the way home,
my husband asked why everyone was so
quiet, and I told him I was enjoying looking
at the stars. It was a clear night. So many
stars were visible.

We were on highway 70 coming from
Durand (Illinois) and somewhere in the
area where Eddie Road crosses Rt. 70 I
was in the passenger seat and looking out
the front window. I saw two straight vertical rows of stars, about 3 or 4 in each row,
and I mentioned I had never seen stars
lined up like that before. Right after that, I
looked quickly out the right window. I
don't know if I heard a sound or if it was
the flash I saw that drew my attention. My
first thought was that a helicopter had
exploded in the sky, but nothing fell to the
ground. It looked like a circle of rolling fire
in the center, encircled with smoke and a
few shiny fragments fell from underneath.
Then I saw a red dome-shaped light move
swiftly away from what I thought was an
explosion. The flames and smoke seemed
to just disappear.
The red light moved through the sky
rapidly in an uneven course in what I
would say was to the South, then changed
direction and went Southeast, right to
where I saw the unusual stars. As it went, I
kept pointing and telling my husband,
"There it goes! There it goes! When it got
between the two rows of what looked like
stars, it vanished. It might have been so far
away I couldn't see it anymore. This was
probably about 6:30 p.m.
I didn't feel frightened, but if it hadn't
been moving away from us, I don't know
what I would have felt. My husband
couldn't look because he was driving and
neither of the mothers have good vision,
so I was on my own.
I am a very private person and would
rather not have even written to you, but,
no doubt, it would have bothered me if I
hadn't. Whatever it was that I saw is probably not news to you, but it was a new
experience for me.
Name on file
Loves Park, Illinois
0

\ A ---After what looked to me /ike an explosion a red dome
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shaped light sped away.
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Looked like rolling
fire in center
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encircling the
fire in center
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a few shining fragments
fell underneath

December 30, 1983, near Durand, Rlinois on Rt. 70, approx. 10 miles northwest of
Rockford near Wisconsin border.
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Isabel Davis:
In Memoriam
We regret to report the death, on
June 20, of Isabel Davis in Washington,
D.C. Miss Davis, who was in her 80's,
retired last year from her position as an
abstractor for the American Psychological
Association, and had a long prior career as
a secretary and administrative assistant for
various scientific organizations.
She remained active in the UFO field
as an executive committee alternate for
the Fund for UFO Research and as a
member or subscriber of several UFO
groups. In 1978, the Center for UFO
Studies published her Close Encounter at
Kelly and Others of 1955 (written with Ted
Bloecher), about half of which was based
on her first-hand investigation of the Aug.
21, 1955, humanoid sighting at Kelly,
Kentucky.
During the 1960's and 1970's Miss
Davis served on the staff of the National
Investigations Committee on Aerial
Phenomena for several years, and was
active as a researcher and archivist for
Civilian Saucer Intelligence (CSI) in New
York City for many years before moving
to Washington. As a representative of CSI,
she appeared on a number of memorable
programs in New York debating both skeptics and "contactees."
Her many friends and admirers (depending on how well they knew her) will
recognize her following qualities: keen
mind; tough and disarming debater; active
sense of humor; cheerful hostess; ardent
reader and book collector in a wide range
of subjects; skillful writer and editor;
systematic and organized; humanitarian;
befriender of children; cat lover and protector; warm and generous friend.
Miss Davis willed her body to the
George Washington University Hospital
and requested that there be no formal
funeral services. Those of us who knew
her will cherish her memory.
Richard H. Hall
D
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Spanish Language
Edition Of I.U.R.
Now Available

Latin-American Research for the Center
for UFO Studies. Dr. Smith resides at
1200 Murcott Court, Longwood, Florida
32779 and Spanish or Portuguese correspondence should be addressed directly to
Dr. Smith for translation and forwarding to
the appropriate United States CUFOS
office or individual.
Editor-in-Chief of all CUFOS publications is Dr. Hynek. Associates wishing to
receive the Spanish Edition INTERNATIONAL UFO REPORTER, should write
to our CUFOS Business Office, P. 0. Box
1621, Lima, Ohio 45802 for details. If sufficient interest develops in the United States,
copies will be mailed from the Lima office,
saving the cost and delay of foreign mailing
to United States readers.
The contents of the Spanish Edition
INTERNATIONAL UFO REPORTER is
chased by Sr. Roncoroni and Sr.
Agostinelli and is not necessarily the same
material which appears in the English Edition. A recent issue cover is displayed here
to give some idea of the contents. It is
produced in a 16-page black and white
typed copy in 8-1/2N high by T wide format,
saddle stapled. Prices and availability will
be provided to those who inquire at the
CUFOS Lima Business Office.
D

The Center for UFO Studies announces the publication of the Spanishlanguage INTERNATIONAL UFO
REPORTER.
Beginning with the first issue dated
October/December 1983, the IUR-Spanish
will be produced as a quarterly publication
originating in Buenos Aires, Argentina, for
distribution throughout the Spanish-speaking countries of Central and South America
and to Spanish-speaking United States
residents.
The Editor of this new edition is Guillermo C. Roncoroni, leader of Comision
de Investigaciones Ufologicas (CIU), longtime researcher into the UFO Phenomenon in Argentina and close associate of
Dr. Hynek. Sr. Roncoroni and Sr. Alejandro C. Agostinelli make up the Board of
Directors of the new edition. They are
assisted by Nestor Puccetti, serving as Art
Director.
The Argentinian staff is working closely
with Dr. Willy Smith, Coordinator for

REPORTER
Vol. 1 Nro. 2 enero/marzo 1984

i.HUELLA DE UN DVNI EN UN RANCHO?
CE II A 7500 METROS DE ALTURA
LAS FOTOS OE MCMINNVILLE
CONGRESD INTERNACIONAL EN LONDRES

Answers To Quiz On
Ufology In Last Issue
!-Jacques Vallee, 2-Missionary, 3
-Allan Hendry, 4-Antonio Villas Boas,
5-Chiles & Whitted, 6-Edward Condon,
7- Flying Saucers- Serious Business,
8-1896, 9-UFO abduction case, 1073%.
D

FORMACI ON DE LA NAUFDF
GRUPO DE INVESTIGACIONES Elll POLONIA
COMITE INTERNACIONAL DE INVESTIGACION OVNI
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OUT OF THE PAST
We present here a rather long letter
from Ray Stanford, for many years director of Project Starlight International in
Austin, Texas. What he discusses is an
old case, but his report demonstrates the
detail and complexity which can be a part
of a single, momentary sighting involving
simultaneous photography by two photographers.
Dear Mr. Timmerman:
Upon reading page 3 of the AugustSeptember, 1983, CUFOS Associate
Newsletter, I experienced a delightful surprise that should probably be of interest if
shared with you . Please refer to the letter
from Robert H. Nelson of Westfield, Massac:h_llsetts,_a!li.i to !b_g_~~~ornpanyiog illustration of alterations in the appearance of
objects seen by him in July, 1981.
In reading Mr. Nelson's account and
seeing the illustration, it became obvious
to me that he had seen rather precisely
what a friend and I had simultaneously
filmed in color, using 8mm and 16mm movie
cameras, respectively, almost 22 years
earlier on July 28, 1959, between 2:10 and
2:20 P.M., local time, in Corpus Christ,
Texas. (Notice that both Nelson's sighting
and the Corpus Christi one were in July
and about the same time of afternoon.)
The only thing that "threw" me in
Nelson's account was the use of dark
coloration (black, actually) in depicting the
"vapor or smoke" involved with the
object(s). Because everything else was so
precisely like the 1959 observation and
filmings, I decided to telephone Robert H.
Nelson and, without 'leading' him, ask
whether the "vapor or smoke" illustrated
was actually black or whether it was of
some other coloration. He told me the
vapor was actually a bright blue-white. This
came as no su_!p_r_~~~1Q m~_._!9r that j~~ _
precisely the coloration of the 'vapor' in
our sighting and in the resultant 8mm and
simultaneous 16mm films on July 28, 1959.
Beside the other cameraman and me, there
were seven additional witnesses.
Enclosed you will find the names of all
witnesses, plus the addresses of several of
them at the time . Because I never asked
their permission, to name them publicly,
these are included only for sake of documentation and should not be published.
Also, I include copies of several letters
exchanged with various UFO researchers
in the months and immediate years following. These establish beyond reasonable
doubt that, to quote Richard Hall's June 7,
1960, letter from NICAP, "(1) the brilliant
object shown is not Venus (it is magnified
under the larger telephoto lens) (2) there is
no evidence of any tampering with the
film .. ." In fact, NICAP's photo consultant,
Max B. Miller, on the West Coast, wrote

in his Fall/Winter 1959/60 issue of
pinpoint of light had moved westward
'SAUCERS' that, "Preliminary examinaabout 15° and was surely Venus. During
that time period, I took some footage of
tion of some movie frames indicates that
the object was between eight and 15 minVenus just in case it might dash off and
utes in angular diameter (compared to 28
prove to have been a UFO ... and this
minutes for the moon)." This angular size,
turned out to be fortunate, for during that
along with the shape, clearly take the large
hour a total of FOUR bright UFOS sudobject(s) seen and filmed on July 28, 1959,
denly 'popped' into view, exciting all the
out of the Venus category. Why do I bring
observers we had accumulated in my par·
up this "Venus" matter? Simply because
ents' front yard at 2629 Lynch Street
when the USAF got around to making the
(Corpus Christi, Texas), including another
Project Blue Book records available to
young man with an 8mm camera, who
open public scrutiny in the late '60s, this
filmed one scene of one of the bright 'tubu·
case had been downgraded from the "unlar' UFOS simultaneoulsy with me. His
identified" category. (As was reported by
little 8mm camera did not resolve scenes
_Jacq~~ Vallee ~age 153!-do:lo~f="'h-!l!is~b~o,!!O,!!k~-=-~o~f=V-en!J,•!J,•s~_hl!!e"-"_,Jbi.M?~d~e""arl~ie~rL-'·--'ta~k~eun--'!b~uut:::-Unw~-""
Anatomy of A Phenomenon, Henry Reg16mm camera with a 75mm Kern-Paillard
nery Co., Chicago, 1965, "Two of the
lens did. The comparison of those Venus
numerous witnesses shot color films, one
scenes with the much larger UFOS filmed
of which was seen by official investigators
that afternoon provide an accurate sense
but did not permit identification. The sightof the difference all observers were aware
ing remains in the 'unidentified' category.")
of between the relatively tiny speck of light
(Venus) and the relatively big (8 to 15 arc
The Air Force files now list it as identified
as Venus!
minutes) and brilliant 'tubes of light,' of
This 'identification' is all the more
which two of the four were simultaneously
ironical in view of the fact that from the
visible in the sky, if I recall accurately after
very beginning I had cautioned both
all the intervening years . Anyhow, I enclose
NICAP and the Air Force agent that they
color slides that are enlarged on precisely
would find frame sequences of Venus visithe same scale, from the 16mm film. You
ble in daylight, on the same film with the
can see the difference in Venus and the
UFO(s), because I had originally taken my
real UFO for yourself. And, please note
16mm camera outside when friends, among
that the 16mm film with the 75mm telethem Cecil Hanson, had called me about
photo lens in use provides approximately
Venus. He had been watching Venus and
(but perhaps just a little better than) the
was not sure whether it was a planet or "a
same resolution as the witnesses were able
UFO high up, hovering." Since I had never
to obtain with human eyesight.
viewed Venus in full daylight, it took me
about an hour to ascertain that the bright
(continued on page 5, column 1)
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Several of the observers, and espe·
cially those with binoculars, felt we saw,
on occasion, bright but smaller objects
move away from the bigger, tubular
object(s). In Richard Hall's June 7, 1960,
letter to me he stated, "Our concensus so
far is that the films appear to be authentic,
and it now becomes a problem of interpre·
tation ." He also commented, " ... we were
not able to confirm, on film, your verbal
report of a 'cigar' object with satellite ob·
jects . . ." This was understandable in view
of the limited equipment and resources
NICAP had availabe, but using Project
Starlight International's excellent optical
and photographic equipment as available
24 years later, we have discovered some
possible "satellite objects" as Hall called
them . Enclosed please find a 16mm frame
enlargement representative of those men·
tioned . Notice, also, the partial corona or
possible ion vapor (or other?) ring to the
little bright sphere's lower right. This is
just one of the real optical images on the
7-28-59 16mm film which tend to confirm
the "satellite object" observation(s).
Incidentally, in case the 16mm frames
look familiar to you, they SHOULD if you
have ever seen that TV show hosted by
Leonard Nimoy about strange or unusual
things. I am not a TV watcher and do not
recall the name just now. It is interesting,
though, that they used my 16mm film as
the lead-in visual on every program
WITHOUT SO MUCH AS EVER CREDITING ME AND TOTALLY WITHOUT
PERMISSION.
It is also interesting that, reportedly at
the encouragement of someone with the
"Committee for the Scientific Investigation
of Claims of the Paranormal," the incredibly biased NOVA special on UFOs showed
(also without even consulting me and without permissior.) part of my 7-28-59 16mm
film and, typically without due investigation, implied that the object had been identified as Venus. It seems that those
involved preferred the late '60s' "revised
explanation" to doing a little investigation
for themselves. In that respect the NOVA
mis-identification as Venus shows a lack of
real analysis. As early as September 25,
1961, Dr. Hynek wrote me concerning his
examination of the 7-28-59 films for the
USAF. In his letter on Dearborn Observatory stationery, of that date, Dr. Hynek
stated, "The shots of Venus were particularly impressive (AUTHOR'S NOTE: I
guess he was surprised at how well my
little 75mm lens RESOLVED the daylight
Venus- Why ELSE would the speck of
light be impressive?) but as far as the UFO
is concerned I am as much in the dark as
you probably are." I enclose a XEROX of
that letter from Hynek, and you will see
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that it is clear that Hynek and I agreed
there are both scenes of the UFO and of
Venus on the 16mm film. Again, the included color slides make that fact very
clear. The UFO and Venus images, taken
with the same 75mm lens, are of
TOTALLY DIFFERENT CHARACTER, to
say nothing of the immense differential in
filmed-image size.
After filming Venus, I had enough 16mm
film to record two different ones of the
four bright, elongated objects, each of
which very suddenly appeared in the deep
blue summer sky. The 8mm cameraman
had more film remaining and he even
filmed a jet aircraft with contrail of approximately constant length while it approached
and then curved to our right of one of the
UFOS. If the jet and UFO were at about
the same distance from us -and we all
had that impression because it seemed the
jet was deliberately approaching and investigating the hovering object that seemed
much larger than the jet- then the UFO
was substantially larger than the aircraft.
By the time the jet swept 'near' the UFO,
the latter had gone into what Robert
Nelson would have called somewhere
between the 60th and 100th second of
object change. It is possible that the objects
we filmed made the various transformations more quickly than those seen by Mr.
Nelson, but the changes were basically
identical.
It is, in fact, fascinating to compare
my composite frame enlargements labeled
"1", "2", and "3", which are selected from
frames only a matter of seconds apart in
my film, with Nelson's "30th second,"
"45th second," and "60th second." The
changes are virtually identical. It is true
that the object filmed by me and reproduced here looks like a parallelogram,
instead of rectangular, as were Nelson's
objects. But the other object filmed by me
on 7-28-59 looks rather more rectangular,
as were Nelson's objects. I just started out
copying from this particular frame
sequence before realizing the other part of
my film would have provided the more
precise correlation with Nelson's account,
and it was too time-consuming and expensive to go back to the other sequence.
However, I am enclosing color slides
enlarged from the portion that shows one
of the UFOS as more rectangular. Maybe
TUBULAR would be a more descriptive
word choice, since all four 7-28-59 objects
seemed tubular and pointed somewhat to
ward us as well as downward. Had we
seen any of them directly from the 'side," I
am reasonably sure a rectangular crosssection would have been presented, as it
seems to have been in Nelson's
observations.

Page 5
Now as to just what makes the object
reproduced in the enclosed photographic
prints somewhat like a parallelogram, I
have no idea. The camera was securely
mounted on a tripod and was not in motion. In the aforementioned print , we can
see that the second frame reproduced continues to show the resemblance to a parallelogram, as with the intervening frames
and many following. If we accept Mr.
Nelson's description of the object type as
rectangular, then the parallelogram might
be accounted for by the orientation of a
rectangular object relative to the camera.
But that would not account for the more
cylinder-like appearance in the other
UFOS I filmed that day, as shown in the
enclosed slides. Also, I seem to recall that
all witnesses agreed the big UFOS appeared as cylinder~.
In the composite photo print, I have
deliberately rotated the 7-28-59 filmed
images 90° in order to more easily compare them with the illustration of what
Nelson saw. If we extract the middle line
of Nelson's illustration, as printed in the
CUFOS Associate Newsletter, and if we
simply place it above my three-photo composite, the correlation in object transformation is striking.

•

Srq~.o~-.r• of ch~geJ '" ~rP"'.Jr·;nc• g-.:J bLmcld dtu<lflo" tJ/ .J!:Irt: "9 ~Y
~o;,trw.s.s Robftn H \a•'WJ" 0" J~.o ~ 14, 1 Sl w o!Jout 1 J0 PM ED T v.. ~~~fd
Mou.xi:..JRits

Please notice the enlargement of image
"3" in the composite. I have marked with a
dingbat the small "satellite object ," which
seems to have a slight or partial 'corona.'
Notice also that in photo number "2" in
the composite we see a possible hint of
this object, wherein its position is shifted
slightly more in line with the long axis of
the "parent" object. For reproduction I
suggest lightening up the resultant somewhat to prevent the natural contrast
increase from obscuring that detail, especially in photo number "2."
(continued on page 6, column 1)
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The color of the prints enclosed is not
The camera I had used was a 16mm
translucent bone china, illuminated /rom
properly balanced, but that is unimportant ,
within by extremely brilliant blue-white
Keystone K51 Executive to which was atshould you print them in black and white.
light. Then, the whitish vapor, ionization
tached a 75mm Kern-Paillard YVAR 1:2.8
The color of the slides is more accurate in
AR lens. The 8mm camera, unlike the
vapor or whatever, began to form around
comparison with the original film , but is
16mm, was used without a tripod and,
the distinct object-all the same exhibiting
still a little imbalanced in the opposite
a slight bluish tint with the white paper.
thus the UFO film it recorded incorporates the familiar "hand-held camera
This was especially true in the early stages
direction (magenta). As to the included
videotape taken from both 16mm and 8mm
jump." It was a Keystone K27 Capri filming
of vapor 'coverage,' before the tubular or
films, I have not seen it run so cannot
through a 25mm lens.
rectangular shape became either obscured
comment on color accuracy. It should be
While the larger camera used Daylight
or distorted.
fairly accurate. The original 16mm film
Kodachrome, the small one was loaded
In closing, there is one thing I would
shows the deep blue background, while
like to point out. While skeptics complain
with Type A Kodachrome without the
the 8mm looks too greenish due to the
needed #85 conversion filter. Thus there is
that people do not accurately report what
fact that the photographer was using a
they see of "UFOS," Robert H. Nelson's
substantial color imbalance in the 8mm
borrowed movie camera and was unaware
film, as mentioned before.
account and illustrations of object transforof the need to use a 'conversion filter.'
Recorded on pages 291 and 292 of
mations prove to me that he, at least, is a
very, very accurate reporter. My 16mm
Now, some notes of historic interest:
Harold T. Wilkins' Flying Saucers on the
In his introduction to my article on the 7Attack 1 have discovered recently an
camera's film record made about 22 years
28:5ct-filming(s) carried-in"3AtleERS-magao6servafiori oFob]ectsvery simTiarto- the
prior arid Mff'loatlils f<lit>wledge, baclts up
zine, Fall/ Winter, 1959/ 60, Max B. Miller,
Robert H. Nelson and my own observaMr. Nelson's report nicely . Although not
as well resolved image-wise, so does the
the editor (who was a west coast phototions and filming. Wilkins quotes a Mr.
Frederick G . Hehr concerning an observa8mm film taken simultaneously on July 28,
graphic consultant for NICAP) accurately
stated, "Saturday morning, August 1, 1959,
tion Hehr made about 45 minutes before
1959.
sunset on a June day in 1953: "I noticed a
Thus I submit to you the dual photoRay Stanford placed a long distance tetebrilliant white bar, with perfectly sharp
graphic evidence that at least one UFO
phone call to the Editor to inform him of
the two possible UFO motion pictures
contours, which was exactly horizontal, in
witness, Mr. Nelson, has a 'high resolution'
one of the cloud-holes. It was joined by
and near photographic memory. If our
described below. Stanford said that . .. 8mm
and 16mm films were unprocessed, and
another, which simply appeared . Then
most vociferous skeptics were as accurate
others appeared .. . Now, one of the first. ..
and objective in their reporting of UFO
inquired as to whether he should send
them directly to NICAP. I advised against
dwindled very rapidly to nothing. It reevent details as was exhibited in Robert H.
turned the same way, in about 10 seconds
Nelson's report of what he saw in midsuch procedure, fearing that NICAP was
not sufficiently acquainted with the pro. .. one after another suddenly disappeared
July, 1981, they would polish their discern... and, at the same moment appeared
ments rather than the further grinding of
cedure of having films processed and of
somewhere else. Now, one after another,
heavy-handed executioner's axes.
the careful handling required for such films
Thank you, Mr. Timmerman and
after processing. I suggested that Stanford
they just switched off and were gone, and
send his films to a Los Angeles photothe whole show vanished in a few seconds
CUFOS, for carrying Robert Nelson's
graphic consultant known to both of us,
... " This was observed in the vicinity of
report. And thank you, Mr. Nelson, for
which he did. This writer had the first
Santa Monica, California.
being so accurate and objective in your
reporting of a truly puzzling event.
opportunity to view the films, which was
When each of the 1959 UFOS was
several days before they were forwarded
first visible, all edges and angles were very
Sincerely,
sharply visible. The seemingly blunt-ended
S f d
to Stanford. The 8mm footage lacks suffi.f N
h
Ray tan or
.
cient resolution, as the accompanying
1
1
1
·11
t.
· d.
Th 16
f·t ·
tubes or,
e son rs correct, t e rectanActually Miller underestimated the footage , as
r ustra rons rn reate .
e
mm r m rs
·
d · · · 11
1
. L ..• ·. the- _r n:::-o ~" _- - .- g~J~r ?.bJects, _see~e , rnrtra y, to g o~
there was substantially more than "three or
excellent. (see COIJ~~\
~~~
~ ~
rrom wTIJlln, a~s~r~f~m~a~a~e~o~f~p~u~r~e~.~w~h.~t~e=,~~9f~o~ur~fe~ei[~"~~==~·~~-~-~==-=---~·~·--=-~-~-~orquence rs extremely short, compnsrng not
more than three or four feet. However,
one or two scenes are identical in the 8mm
and 16mm films, making simulation exceedThe CUFOS UFO Photo Exhibit will
ingly improbable."
For Your Information
be on display at the City Shopping Center,
Order The CUFOS
20 City Blvd., East, Orange, Cahfornia
from Friday, August 31st, through Sunday,
Catalog of Publications
September 2nd.
Also, the Exhibit will be on display at
the South Center Mall in Seattle, Washington from Friday, October 5th, through
Sunday, October 7th. This is a return
engagement. The Exhibit appeared in the
Describing 100 Items
same mall in Seattle just one year ago for a
highly-successful engagement.
Now Available, Send $1.00 to
Associates in the Los Angeles and
Seattle areas are asked to mark their calCUFOS, P.O. Box 1402
endars so that they will not miss this allEvanston, lll. 60204 (USA)
newly-designed display of historic and
Frame from Don Chandler
recently acquired photographic evidence
Bmm color film of object and jet contrail
D
of the UFO Phenomenon.
taken 7-28-59.
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Invisible UFO?
In the LETTERS section of the June/
July 1984 ASSOCIATE NEWSLETTER we
included a letter from Julia M. Alberts in
which she described a strange sound heard
by friends during a fishing trip in 1983 to
Elephant Butte Lake in the southen part of
New Mexico. We asked for comment from
Associates.
Associate Jerold R. Johnson responded with several interesting cases published earlier by other UFO research
organizations. We make reference to them
here for the benefit of Associates who may
wish to review and compare this possiblyrelated phenomenon of the unidentified
strange noise to the phenomenon of the
-unidentified flying object.
Taking them chronologically, we received a copy of an article which appeared
in THE A.P.R.O. BULLETIN, the official
publication of the Aerial Phenomena
Research Organization, Inc. (3910 E. Kleindale Rd., Tucson, Arizona 85712), Volume
22, No. 1, dated July-August 1973. The
article is entitled "Strange Aerial Sounds in
South Africa" and relates a series of incidents gathered by Frank Morton from
newspapers at Johannesburg.
One case, in which no object was
seen, involved a sound described as "a
strange, unearthly noise." The date was
April 5, 1973 in Johannesburg at about
midnight. The noise, reported by many
people, was described as a "very loud
swishing noise," a "high-pitched whirring
sound" which disappeared in a northerly
or north-westerly direction. Although some
thought it was a flight of migratory geese,
one witness said "I saw nothing at all and
cannot offer an explanation. The noise
was certainly not caused by geese as it

was too loud, too continuous and lasted
too long." The witness claimed to be very
familiar with the sounds of migrating geese.
The second case sent us by Mr. Johnson was a short article in THE A.P.R.O.
BULLETIN, Vol. 30, No. 6, regarding an
"invisible" sound source which was reported from Ft. DeSoto State Park, Florida
during February, 1977. We quote the entire
article from the A.P.R.O. BULLETIN with
permission of the publisher.
"Joseph and Nola Daniels were hunting for sea shells along the beach, just
before daybreak, when they heard a faint
sound like a jet plane coming in from the
west over the Gulf of Mexico. The sound
got louder and louder. Then, "all of a
sudden, this noise got very loud. When it
got within 200 or 300 feet of the sand bar,
it seemed to turn into a noise like a diesel
engine on a freight train, But, we couldn't
see anything."
The sound seemed to become stationary, like it was hovering just a few feet
above the water. There seemed to be a
depression in the water and three-foot
high waves started washing in from the
previously calm water. "We were staring
right at it, whatever it was, and we couldn't
see anything," said Mrs. Daniels. They
watched and listened for 8 to 10 minutes,
and suddenly the noise seemed to fade off
in the distance and the waves subsided.
During the incident, there was no one else
on the beach and there were no planes or
ships anywhere in sight."
The third item from Mr. Johnson was
also a copy of an article from THE
A.P.R.O. BULLETIN, this one from Vol
30, No. 1, We quote the article, in part.
"On 17 October 1981, G. C. Day and
Jerrold McDermott were in a stationary,
14 ft. boat, in approximately the center of
Crane Prairie Reservoir, hunting duck.
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(Their) boat was pointed north-south as
they both heard a sound approaching from
the north. The sound approach was slow,
and Mr. Day turned to attempt to observe
what was approaching. The sound travelled
directly above and to the south, at a constant rate of speed. Both men turned their
heads and bodies to follow the sound and
to scan the sky. (They) saw nothing.
"There were three distinct noises ... a
rotating swooshing push from center, a
constant mechanical rotation hum, and a
definite high point of friction-indicating a
rough spot. The sum of these three distinct
sounds indicated a mechanical rotation
operating at a slow cycle of approximately
one per second. The witness guessed the
sound source to have been 50 to 100 ft.
above them.
The final ite~m sent to us by Jerold R.
Johnson was a copy of an article he wrote
for the Mutual UFO Network UFO JOURNAL, No. 103, dated June, 1976. Because
the article is quite long and includes several
sighting reports, two of them from staff
members of Project Starlight International
and the third only 18 days later from university students near San Marcos, Texas,
in November of 1975, we encourage interested Associates to write to MUFON, 103
Oldtowne Road, Seguin, Texas 78155 for a
copy of the entire article, enclosing $1.00
for copying and mailing.
Briefly, one description of the sound
which began suddenly, 20 miles northwest
of Austin, Nov. 9, 1975, nearly overhead,
and lasted for four seconds was "like a
mechanical airfoil of some type, beating at
three to six times per second." Another
witness, Bob Dunnam, said the sound was
like a far-distant train chugging.
A second occurance at the same location, again at night, happened on February
(continued on page 8, column 2)
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moved in a straight-line and did not blink,
change colors, elevate nor did the white
light split into several lights of objects.
The white light was the only object or
light in the sky that low and that close on
the left side of the city that was visible to
John.
When he last saw the light, at some
distance, it had passed his car and was
traveling in the exact opposite direction.
When he looked down to see if the
traffic light had changed, the black blurred
mass zoomed in at a low flying angle on
his left and instantly hovered over a low
building on the left side of the street. The
building was small, about the size of a one·
story house. The black object hovered
several feet over the building and there
were no lights surrounding the black
object. Only bright sky and the city lights
far off in the distance behind the object
were seen.
He did not actually see the light go
out and move across the sky.
John Hickey reports that the three
large lights did not come on until he lowered the car glass, opened the door and
braced his left arm on the door, raising his
body up over the car with his right hand
inside the car. It was at this time that the
three lights came on, instantly. He imme·
diately lowered his body back into the car
and rolled up the glass. At no time did his
feet touch the ground.
He said that the three lights were
thick and convex and on what appeared to
be "low beam" intensity. At no time did
the object or lights disappear and reappear,
nor did they move, change colors, increase
or decrease in brightness and the object
did not split into several objects. When the
small blue light came on at the end of the
arm, it came on instantly. At no time did
the blue light move, change colors, blink,
twinkle, increase or decrease in brightness.

STOP!!!
CHECK YOUR

MAILING LABEL
DATE
If the date shown on your
label is 08/84, this is the
anniversary of your last
contribution to CUFOS and
this is the last issue of A/N
you will receive until your
next contribution is received by CUFOS. Thank
you very much for your
continued support. Action
now will continue your mailings uninterrupted.
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When the small blue light went out and the
arm began to move back into the object,
then the three large lights began to slow
down and stopped blinking. At no time
during the complete observation from the
white light in the distance to the CE-1
experience that lasted for about two min·
utes did the car move.
There were no windows, wings, wires,
cables, fins or propellers on the object. It
made no sound that he was able to hear.
John observed no other physical effect
during the encounter.
John Hickey reports that the object
appeared to be a real, three dimensional
solid hovering over the low building. He
says that it definitely appeared to be under
some form of intelligent control and for
some reason seemed to want to be seen.
He estimates that the object Was about the
size of a small van-type automobile. The
exterior was solid black. The interior,
where the lights were located, seemed to
be bright, but non-reflective. In the center
of each light was a small white beam of
light. Unfortunately, the photo of the
artist's sketch fails to show it.
This is the only unidentified flying
object John Hickey has ever observed. 0

(Continued from page 7, column 3)
27, 1976 and sounded to one witness "like
wind through high tension wires but with
vibration or pulse." The sound lasted 8 to
10 seconds and seemed to move from left
to right about 15 feet in front of the witness
who said he was surprised that he could
not see what was producing it. Others,
about 50 yards away did not notice any·
thing out of the ordinary.
The third invisible source of a strange
noise in the Johnson article occured on
March 15, 1976 at about 9:30 p.m. in a
rural wooded area between San Marcos
and Wi111b_e_rjy,_ Tex~s_- I!~-Q~§£ribed as

Aug. -Sept. 1984

Sighting Report
The following report has been received
from Associate James H. Nelson. Any pos·
sibly corroborating reports in the files of
Associates will be greatly appreciated by
CUFOS.
"On the evening of May 9, 1984,
shortly after 10 p.m., I was standing in
front of my black Pinto automobile. Suddenly, the hood reflected a bright light. I
turned to the North to find the source and
observed a bright light in the shape of a
tube. It was moving North by Northeast at
about the speed of a small plane. It was
visible for about one minute before it disappeared behind a row of black willow
trees.
. "There...w.as.a.doud bank to the North.
The altitude of theobject seemed' to be-about 500 or 600 feet. The light came from
a battery of spotlights with varying intensity, depending upon where the light
focused. The lights seemed to be pure
white. Those that struck me in the eye
blinded me. They appeared to be in rows
and were about a foot in diameter and
round in shape. The length twenty-five to
thirty feet. The base was square-shaped
and (seemed to be) ventilated. I heard no
sound and there was no wind. I would
estimate that the width of the (battery of)
lights was about ten feet. They were the
brightest lights I have ever seen. I could
not see ... anything behind the lights (to
0
suggest a) ... shape."

sounding "like a boomerang" and was
heard three different times during about a
ten minute period. All three witnesses
reported that it seemed to originate from
"overhead." A collie puppy playing in the
area reacted to the sound. More detail is
-"~oJ!.!_al_Q_ed in the article.
0
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--Beecher, Illinois
Nocturnal Lights
Remain Unexplained
At about 12:15 a.m. on the morning of
August 1, 1983, Terry Conner of Beecher,
lllinois, was driving home on Will County
Line, lllhich is about three miles south of
Beecher. He was about 1-1/2 miles from
Ashland Avenue, his turn-off to go home,
when he saw a cluster of red flashing lights
down the road. The closer he came to the
lights, the brighter they became and the
more details he could see.
When he got to his turn-off at Ashland Avenue, he drove slowly around the
corner, but stopped and backed up to
watch what he refers to as a "UFO" in a
farmer's field about 50 yards in from the
road and about 150 to 200 yards from
where he was parked.
The object was on the ground and
appeared to be about 30 feet or so in
height. It had at least 40 or 50 red flashing
lights on it which were always flashing.
When he first saw it, he thought there had
been a-wreck in the field and that several
fire trucks were there, but no trucks were
to be seen.
Conner described the object as being
"shaped like a 'V' but with a round bottom." (See sketches.) It made no sound
that he could hear. He sat in his car watching it for about two minutes and all it did
was flash its lights.
On the bottom section there were 4
rows or layers of flashing red lights, all the
same color. On each "arm" of the "V" the
lights extended to the top, but from about
the middle of the object there were no
lights flashing at all. The area between the
arms and above the bottom lights was
black.
After about 2 minutes, 2 large solid
red lights which were side by side came
slowly up until they were even with the top
of each arm. These two lights did not flash
at all, while the others continued to flash.
Still, he heard no sound from the object.

(312) 491-6666
24-Hour Telephone

••
"This sketch shows the group of flashing red lights before the two solid red
lights came up. The center was all dark
until then."

"This shows what it looked like after
the two solid red lights came up. It was
about thirty feet high and fifteen to
twenty feet wide."

About 10 seconds after they reached
the top, all of the lights went off, instantly.
Conner says he looked intently at the area
and could see nothing at all where the
lights had been, just seconds before.
Although from our detached situation
we might criticize him now for not getting
out of his car and exploring the area, if we
had been there we might have done just
what he did next ... "took off in his car and
didn't turn around."
When he arrived home, he called a
friend who had been with him earlier in the
evening and who lives about 2 miles west
of the sighting location. Conner asked him
to drive down to the corner where he had
seen the lights and see if it was still there.
The friend drove down, came back and
called Conner to report that there were no
lights in the field, but that there was a car
traveling on Will County Line directly
across from where he had seen the lights
and that the driver was moving very slowly
and looking in the same field.
Conner immediately drew the sketches
shown here, one before and one after the
two center lights appeared. He then called
the county police and learned that no one
had reported seeing any lights. The next

day he talked with the farmer who farms
that field and asked him if he had any farm
equipment there. The farmer said he hadn't
had any equipment out there for months.
In the light of day, Conner found the
courage equal to his curiosity and he
walked out into the field to where the
lights should have been. He found no
marks near there. he also talked to the
family living directly across from where he
saw the lights and they said that they had
seen nothing. Of course, it was after midnight and farmers usually go to bed earlier
than that.
However, Conner reports that he did
see something strange in that field that
night. Talking with him a year later, it is
clear that he still regards the experience as
real and unexplained. He says there were
no clouds and no wind and that it couldn't
have been an airplane because it was definitely on the ground.
We join Mr. Conner in requesting that
any others who may be aware of a similarlylighted object having been reported near
there at that time or elsewhere ever, please
report their information to Editor, ASSOCIATE NEWSLETTER, P.O. Box 1621,
Lima, OH 45802.
o
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Letters
Dear Mr. Timmerman:

CUFOS Associate Newsletter

The distance was about 3/4 of a mile
from the observers. Since it was located
about where the road crossed the swamp
on logs and there was an up and down
bounce motion, it was assumed to be a
truck.

Oct.- Nov. 1984

This touchdown event was similar to
the one investigated in the mid-1930s but
with one unique exception. Some of the
limbs from the trees used for the road had
been tossed into the swamp. About four of
these ranging from two-to-three inches in
diameter still protruded out the water
about three or four feet. They were in the
path but were not broken off. It could not
be ascertained how many other limbs may
have been in the path and were broken
off. These at least were not and had dead
reeds on either side of them. (End of
report.)
( l 1
"

Pursuant to your April 22, 1984 request on the February 20, 1944 (44) Sunday
a.m. Guadalcanal event, the complete
event is reported in my text and analyzed
The light then stopped briefly only to
with the exception of the story of the
move on fifty feet or so to stop again for
about one and one-half minutes. The conofficial handling of it. While 500 or so
troops heard about the event, there were
figuration was an elipse about 60 feet long
only two actual witnesses and only one of
and 20 feet high with the bottom obscured
by brush. The color was white and about
these 1 can guarantee is still alive. 1 doubt
that the event has been reported elsethe expected intensity of head light beams
where. You may repeat it in your "Out of
reflecting off a fog bank. It seemed to be
the Past" section. It ends at "end of
sharply outlined as seen from 3/4 of a mile
report." You may also report the handling
away. It was not bright.
L L
of it which 1 believe 1 discussed later.
. '-":'hile the two guards watched, the
\
Gl
\
_ _Incidentally. about eight months ago 1_~1ght ~Ifte=d~u~p~a~b~o~u~t~2;5~f!ee~t~a~b~o~v~e"t~h~e~_..;oJI__-#:;::::=~~L.~L-:j.,_ _ _ _ __
1
ran into the officer who was the 12th RegirOlR!way, ur e n
tion _of the guard~. It was changi~g confi~ment's OD that February 20, 1944. He
stayed in the Corps and made colonel
urahon but remam~d ~enerally circular. m
before he retired. We talked only about
shape about 50 f~et m diameter. Its velocity
wa~ about _45 m1l~s per hour an~ color an
old times and whatever happened to who.
I know what he's doing now and can get in
antique wh1te. Th1s color was umform over
touch with him.
the surface but the light was less intense
Third Marine Division Base Guadalthan when first seen. It was now judged to
canal, Solomon Islands on or ab~ut Febrube dim and was gaining altitude.
Just b~fore it reached _the position of
ary 20, 1944 as witne;sed by two guards,
one from the 21st Regiment and the other
the guards 1t made a forty-f1ve degree turn
heading north over the camp. Here it was
from the 12th Regiment. Time 0230. Dark
clear night, no moon and the stars were
lost from view, passing over the coconut
'If
spectacular.
grove at about 100 feet above the trees.
The Third Marine Division was based
The night was very quiet and no sound
in a coconut grove just off the main drag.
was heard during the passing. Sound was
A second road ran south from the rear of
heard while the phenomenon was in the
There was one piece of observational
the camp before heading east over a
~wamp area. This could have b~en splashinformation left out of this report which
swamp on a log road. It is the swamp area
mg ~ut sounded t<;> the guards hke a truck
was not reported by the guard of the 21st.
that the excitement occurred. See sketch.
ratthng and bumpmg on the log road.
It is also deleted here. While this touchWhen first seen, the phenomenon apThinking the phenomenon might have
down event occurred in a swamp, the
peared as headlight beams of a truck scatbeen something Japanese, the guard from
same as some other events, this fact is of
tered by a local mist over the swamp.
the 21st reported the event. A flyover by a
little significance. The event investigated in
similar light on the same path and altitude
There wasn't any fog there and the head
July 1934 occurred on a Potomac River
lamps themselves were not seen.
had been seen two weeks earlier at dusk.
island and another investigated in mid-June
It was several days before I got to
,

Guards

~UFOP.th

COCOftUt Grora
3rd Marina Division
Guad.e.lcaDal
Febnot~ry 20, u n
(Not to scah)
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iR"QStigate=-tAs cswamp area The area was

1947 eGGYrrsd iR a Nebras),a "rl:Jsat field

found to be blackened and brown as if a
fire had occurred. The brown was due to
dead reeds which were flattened down and
the black was due to a fungus attacking
the dead vegetation. This fungus was
common to the tropic islands with one or
another species permeating everything including people.
In the swamp itself there was about a
two hundred foot cut through the reeds.
This cut was about 30 feet wide and the
reeds on either edge to about two feet in
were brown, still standing but dead. The
rest of the reeds were alive and green.
Reeds in the water were gone, digested by
decay.
The cut ended atop the log road which
was laid on fill dirt. The dead reeds extended about 15 feet across the road and
along about 25 feet of the road's length.
The path ended in a half circle of dead
reeds bordered by live ones.

The official reaction to the event was
quite interesting. The 21st guard was quite
excited (Oh! Wow) and couldn't find the
words to use to describe what he had
seen. If you didn't know what he was
trying to say you would have judged him a
blabbering idiot. It was even suggested
that he might be trying for a Section 8
"nuts" out.
The guard from the 21st then made
things worse. When he was informed there
hadn't been any Japanese action in our
area, he concluded that he had witnessed
an American secret weapon. He was then
reluctant to discuss the event and his
conclusion was picked up by the two
OD's. When I informed them that the light
was neither Japanese nor American, I became someone to be avoided. They never
asked, "What was it?" and I never found
out how they resolved the damage to the
D
swamp.
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Investigacion Ovni:
New Spanish Study
Now Available
For those who are familiar with the
names of highly-regarded researchers into
the nature of the UFO Phenomenon worldwide, the name of Vicente-Juan Ballester
Olmos will be quickly recognized as one of
the foremost researchers in the Spanishspeaking world. His earlier writings have
been widely-read and translated into English and other languages.
INVESTIGACION OVNI (UFO Investigation) has been published by Plaza &
Janes, S.A., (address) Export Department,
Virgen de Guadalupe, 21, Esplugas de
Llobregat, Barcelona, Spain. The price for
this 300-page book is US $8.50 by check
or money order.
Sr. Ballester Olmos introduces his
book by explaining that it "wants to pro·
vide to the reader some of the empirical
parameters that the UFO Phenomenon
possesses as well as to suggest a new
philosophy to focus its investigation. First.
several reports are presented whereas the
information eludes fitting into any conventional scheme, giving rise to the anomalous
character of UFO evidence. Then, several
examples of typical identifications and false
UFO reports follow. The volume finishes
with some essays facilitating methodological reflections and rules that may serve as
a guide to the objective inquirer, and some
recommendations related to UFO studies."
In the FOREWORD, Dr. Hynek states
that "the author vividly portrays the contrast between the true UFO Phenomenon
and the negative aspects so often presented to the public. He calls for UFOio·
gists the world over to organize their
knowledge by rigorous methodology, a
very difficult challenge inasmuch as UFOs
do not fit the modern scientific paradigm
... Someone, however, must enter where
formal scientists fear to tread. In Spain,
Ballester Olmos has accepted the
challenge ... "
o

From: Wall Street Journal
(Leisure & Arts)-10/5/84
Most-Remarkable Quote- Detroit
veteran Darrell Evans attributed his improved play of last season and this to his
sighting two years ago of an unidentified
flying object that he described as a "flying
wing." He said the incident helped his
career because "it gave me something to
o
think about besides myself."
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Interesting Reading
You May Have Missed
If you are like this Editor, you often
read interesting items you would like to
share with a special person or persons. It
pertains to something you know they would
enjoy reading. Forgive us if you've already
read these, but we know our Associates,
with a deep interest in the UFO Phenomenon, the search for extra-terrestrial life
and the nature of scientific research, will
find these recent articles in the September
lOth issue of U.S. News & World Report
magazine worth reading.
The first is a conversation with Donald
Fredrickson, M.D. on how fraud on the
part of overzealous technicians in the form
of fabricated data included in research
publications can "corrupt the nature of the
scientific process." He points out that
apprentice scientists, by contrast, "are less
likely to (fabricate data) because they know
the penalty-losing their career. In fact,
(Fredrickson states) the mark of a very
good young scientist is the way he observes
how good his boss is."
He goes on to say, "one of the ways
to choose young scientists is to ask them
to talk about what they did before. It's
very interesting and important to see their
reactions. How skeptical are they? How
careful are they to realize that they could
have been observing error? That's a test of
what we call the critical faculty."
Thus we see emphasized here, in Dr.
Fredrickson's remarks, the importance of
keeping the data regarding reported UFO
sighting experiences as correct and free of
fabrication as possible. We find very little
evidence for outright fabrication by either
witnesses or investigators, whether young
or old.
The other article is entitled "Life
Beyond Earth: The Search Intensifies."
Among other interesting points, it men·
tions that heat readings "taken by orbiting
sensors reveal that more than 40 nearby
stars are surrounded by cosmic material in
early stages of becoming planets- pos·
sibly providing environments that could
nurture life." Also, "data from unmanned
probes indicate that life-supporting conditions may exist on the moons of Jupiter
and Saturn ... (and) analysis of meteorites
found on Earth recently showed the pres·
ence of chemicals that are necessary for
life."
Finally, Bernard Oliver of the Hewlett·
Packard Corporation, working with
NASA, in search for extraterrestrial intelligence is quoted as saying: "Many scientists now believe that extraterrestrial life
exists, perhaps hundreds or even thousands of civilizatons."
As many witnesses who have re·
ported what we call UFO sightings would

GUEST EDITORIAL
"Supporting UFO Research"
by Mark Rodeghier
The Journal of UFO Studies (JUFOS),
published by the Center, has established a
worldwide reputation for excellence in publishing scientific papers. The same is true
for the journal UPIAR Research in Progress
(URIP, for short), published in Europe
under the able editorship of Vicente-Juan
Ballester Olmos from Spain. The Center
would like to make our Associates aware
of URIP because, after all, not only is the
UFO phenomenon global in nature, but so
too is the study of that phenomenon.
URIP and its predecessor (UPIAR)
were the first refereed UFO journals that
adhered to the proper standards and rigor·
ous reporting that is the norm in academic
publications in the physical sciences. A
total of six volumes have now been pub·
lished, beginning in 1976. URIP has become
an international forum for the rapid dissemination of scientific and technical
papers on research dealing with the UFO
phenomenon. Some of the well-known
American investigators who have contributed papers recently are Ron Westrum
(on report dynamics), William Spaulding
(on the analysis of UFO photographs), and
Donald Johnson (on vehicle interference
reports).
Those Associates of CUFOS who are
interested in the actual research that is
being conducted on the UFO phenomenon
should be reading URIP, as well as JUFOS.
Together these two publications define
quite well the current "state-of-the-art" in
UFO investigation and research. We would
also like to urge interested associates to
request that their local research and university libraries have available one or both
publications. Making JUFOS and URIP
available is an excellent means by which to
gain the attention of professionals and
pique their interest in the subject. For
those who would like to read URIP or
contact their library, the address is:
Coop. Soc. UPIAR S.r.L
P. 0. Box 11221
I-20110 Milano
ITALY

o

say, "there seems to be no question about
it."
We would add, though, that one must
be very cautious in equating UFOs with
extraterrestrial intelligence. The Universe
may well abound with other intelligences,
but we here on Earth still cannot fathom
how the enormous astronomical distances
0
could be traversed.
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New CUFOS UFO
Photo Exhibit
In Orange, CA
And Seattle, WA
On this page, readers will find photographs of the newly rebuilt CUFOS UFO
PHOTO EXHIBIT which has just begun to
be available to shopping malls throughout
the country. If you believe you can interest
the marketing director of the leading shopping mall in your area in booking this
photo exhibit, secure the name and
address--of-the-diteclm and send irtrrtheCUFOS Business Office in Lima and we
will send them a promotion package. We
hope that if we do come to your area, you
will be able to assist us for awhile in manning the display . We know you will find it
interesting.
The mechanical and photographic
work were planned and executed by John
Timmerman, Chairman of the Center
Board of Directors, his son, Martin Timmerman, a graphic artist living in Ravenna,
Ohio, and William Miller of the Industrial
Photographic Services in Lima.
There are substantial costs involved
in the appearance of the exhibit at a mall.
Therefore, not every shopping center can
justify the expense. However, many are
able to do so and one of them may be near
where you live. Your assistance in making
contact with the right person will be
greatly appreciated . There is presently
only one exhibit and no more than one
booking per month can be arranged, at
present. You are welcome to write for
more information.
D

Shown here is one of eighteen panels which demonstrate IFOs, the six categories of
UFOs, reports and investigation, research and publication, the government and
UFOs, UFOs in history and worldwide and aspects of the Center for UFO Studies.

Recently Received
Sighting Reports
Star Follows Car
Linda Braga and her 12-year-old
daughter, Piper, reported a starlike object
that follwed their car near Cornville,
Maine. The incident occurred on April 27,
1984, at 9:45 as they drove along West
Ridge Road near their home .
At first they believed the off-whitecolored object was a helicopter. The object
got bigger and bigger as it drew clo.ser to
them. It came so close, Piper said, that "it
felt like you could reach out and touch it."
They estimated it to be 35 to 45 feet in
diameter.

In addition to the eighteen panels of photographs, a selection of publications for sale
and free literature is made available, plus local group information. Also, a videotape
player and television set continue to show interesting material.
When they reached their driveway, it
backed off and hovered over a field . Then,
it came around to the other side of the
house .
Piper described the object as bright
red and yellow, shaped like a plate, and

that it went "round and round ." She said ,
"It went up and down and sideways, like it
was riding on air. It was strange." Neighbors joined them in watching the strange
object, before it receded into the distance
and was gone .
D
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OUT OF THE PAST
Here we present more reports of
sightings which occurred many years ago,
but which have only recently come to our
attention. As has been stated other times
in the IN1ERNA TIONAL UFO REPORTER
by Dr. Hynek, this seems to be another
common characteristic of the UFO Phe·
nomenon: the consistent long delay be·
tween the sighting experience and the
eventual reporting of it to others or to a
research organization. Part of that delay
is obviously due to the low visibility of
UFO research organizations. Another
part;rwwever, is most probably the need
for the witness to digest the experience
psychologically, learn that there are others
who have had similarly strange experiences and to summon the courage to verbalize what occurred in terms which the
witness feels will be accepted by the list·
ener without ridicule. Sharing your copies
of this and other CUFOS publications with
your friends will help bring these experiences to the surface more rapidly in the
future. Please help expand the public con·
versation and therefore the public informa·
tion about the UFO Phenomenon as a
serious matter for discussion and study.
From An Aircraft
Between Dallas And Denver
I was travelling north between Dallas
and Denver on a commercial jetliner and
sitting on the west side of the plane. It was
just after sunset, so it was getting dark in
the eastern sky and still light in the
western sky.
I was looking out the window and
admiring the beauty of the yellowishorange sky just before the sighting.
As I was observing the western sky (it
was a cloudless evening), I noticed some·
thing flying towards the plane from behind
(south of) the plane. The object flew a
parallel course and in the same direction
as the plane. I knew immediately that it
wasn't a conventional aircraft. It flew a
straight course without a perceptible
change in speed or direction while I was
observing it. It passed within a few hundred yards of the west side of the plane
and slightly below the plane's level (10 to
20 feet) and I was able to get a perfectly
clear and unobstructed view of the object
at quite close range for many seconds.
The object was in view for a total of 2
or 3 minutes. The object was travelling
considerably faster than the jet. I estimate
that its speed was 2 or 3 times that of the
plane, judging by the time it took to pass
us.

silver

amber

lights
circling

metallic
color

object

12-15
feet

30-40 feet

(Editor's Note: If the object was
"within a few hundred yards of the west
side of the plane" and "was in view for a
total of 2 or 3 minutes," it must have been
travelling just a little faster than the jet,
not "2 or 3 times that of the plane." Witness estimates are quite susceptible to
gross errors, especially in judging time,
distance and speed. We see an example in
this case, but which of the factors was in
gross error ... time, distance or speed?
Most probably it was not distance, due to
the details in the accompanying sketch,
unless the object was immense and at a
much greater distance than estimated.)
The thing that struck me about the
appearance of the object was that it was
just like a flying saucer that might be made
for a Hollywood movie about flying saucers. It was a shiny, silver metallic color and
was shaped like an upside-down bowl or
saucer with a smaller saucer on the underside. (See sketch.) I would estimate its size
to be about 30 to 40 feet in diameter and
perhaps 15 feet tall. Around the middle or
circumference were orange or ambercolored lights of which I could see both a
continuous blur and individual lights moving in a clockwise direction (looking from
the top down).
There was no visible means of propulsion and no exhaust or heat trail. There
were no other distinguishing features on

the top or side, no visible windows, apertures or protuberances. I could not see the
bottom of the object. The object disappeared from my view ahead of the plane. It
appeared to be a physical object and did
nothing to suggest it wasn't of terrestrial
origin, that is to say, it broke no natural
laws and performed no "impossible
maneuvers."
It took a minute or so after the sighting for the meaning of what I had seen to
sink in. Then, I looked about the cabin of
the plane, but what few passengers there
were were asleep. None of the other passengers exclaimed, looked about or stood
up. I didn't think to ask the pilot until a
short time later and decided I would feel
foolish doing so. Besides, at that point, I
wasn't concerned about other witnesses,
since it was perfectly obvious to me what I
had seen.
The above report was received from

Norman W. Kasting, Ph.D., a 30-year-old
assistant professor in medical research on
the Faculty of Medicine in the Department
of Physiology at the University of British
Columbia in Vancouver, British Columbia,
Canada. The sighting occurred during the
last week of December in 1971 or 1972.
The aircraft was cruising at approximately
30,000 feet. We wish Dr. Kasting had been
able to take a picture of this object so
nearby. It would have added immensely to
the value of this report. JPT
D
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1940 Sighting Report Resembles Another
This report comes to us from 52-yearold farmhand carpenter LaVern P. Zewiske
of Fairbank, Iowa. Read his description of
what he saw and compare it with the
object reported years later in 1976 by 39year-old mechanic Bill Pecha in Colusa,
California. Different times; different places;
similar descriptions.
"This is a report of the UFO my Dad
and I saw in 1940. I will try to remember as
much as I can.
"This was around late morning ...
around 9 a.m., in the middle of May. We
had a light rain shower that night and it
was pretty cleared off. My Dad thought he
and I ought to check on-some- cornffiat
was previously planted.
"As we started walking out to the
field, I saw this lone raincloud, shaped like
a missile. As we walked out further, I
noticed something in the sky just gradually
moving toward us. It was just gliding along.

Oct.- Nov. 1984

"I told my Dad to look at that thing.
"When we got back to the yard, I told
He said he saw one before while cultivatmy brother about it. He and I thought it
ing corn and he got kind of scared. He
was a new airplane they were experimentthought it might come down and scare his
ing with and we just forgot all about it ...
team of horses.
until a couple of years ago. I read an
"When we got to the place where he
article in the Readers Digest about one in
wanted to check on the corn we had
the southwest United States, then I replanted earlier, he got down on one knee
membered my sighting."
and started probing for corn kernels with
Now let's take some information from
his jack knife. This was about 500 feet
the report of Bill Pecha 36 years later in
from where we had entered the field.
Colusa, California. He provides much
"Then I looked up again and saw this
more detail, including motion of the object
object going to pass over us. I told my Dad
and colors of lights upon it. However, the
detail which is most interesting is his report
to look up and look at that thing with all
those hairs, but he wouldn't look up.
that the object had 6-to-8-foot cables from
"Then it passed over us and glided
beneath and had hook-like arms on the
edges of the object. The Pecha case inout of sight. What amazed me was all
thosehairs, tentacles or antennas and the
volved loss of electrical power in the area
movementoffhe_m_ underneath of tt from ----=--and posstble- araining of power lrorri the
the bottom. They all had hooks on the end
regional power service company's lines.
of them, like fish hooks. The way they
The Pecha case is described in detail on
were moving they would not hook on one
pages 117 through 119 in Allan Hendry's
THE UFO HANDBOOK, still available
another. There was no sound, markings or
vapor trail. It was around 500 to 1,000 feet
from either CUFOS office, Evanston or
in the air.
Lima.
0

Ft. Worth. I did so and the young man to
way. I expected "people" to look out of
whom I spoke was calm and courteous. I
the window, towards us below. This craft
had the feeling he was humoring me. Since,
was absolutely still, in the air, about 2
at the time, I had taken the Silva Mind
/"'l
stories high. It was large (maybe 8 cars
Control course, I also reported my sightcould fit under it, giving a bright light
ing in class. I was not disbelieved. What
around us. We looked for about 4-5 minwe saw was not a figment of our imaginautes when all of a sudden it shot up into
tion; not with several cars behind us seeing
the air, then made an angle towards downthe same thing! The way I describe it is
! was riding south, with my adult
town. We tried to follow it in our car and
how it happened about 10 years ago. We
daughter, down Central Expressway in
stopped when we saw we couldn't. Just
were almost under this spacecraft. Our
Dallas and started to make the exit curve
then I saw a jogger and asked him to look
motors did not stop, nor the clock in the
right, on Northwest Highway when my
up and tell me what he saw. His answer:
car, nor did we have any "time lapse." It
daughter cried out: "Look, mami" to which
"My God, it looks like a UFO."
happened around 7:20 on a Feb. (1976)
I replied "No it's not." This went on for a
I immediately went home (I was a
evening. It has been almost 10 years, therefew seconds and just as I was making the
block away by then), called the Police
fore I cannot give any more information on
turn, I stopped dead, with all the cars
Dept. and reported my sighting to a policethis. I know what my daughter (28) and I
behind me, and stared at the underbelly of
woman who told me it was probably an ad
saw that evening, what we reported to the
a steel, round structure, with rectangular
for Startrek. I answered that if it was, the
windows and a flasmng-reaoorhe onl:op___pubtrrn~;-peopYe deservea tooe suea smce -po1Jce and Air Force and what we satd at
the Silva Mind Control Class.
similar to police cars. I asked a truckdriver
it was dangerous to do something like that
Ruby Breslin
immediately behind me, if he saw what I
on a busy highway. She told me that if I
Dallas, Texas
0
wanted, I could report it to the airbase in
saw and he answered "Wow" in a mocking

OUT OF THE P AST
1

How Much Do You Know
About UFOS? Part III
Here is another set of multiple-choice
questions to test your knowledge of the
UFO Phenomenon. It was prepared by
Thomas B. Burch, coordinator of Public
Information Representatives for the Center
for UFO Studies. The correct answers will
appear in our next issue of the ASSOCIATE NEWSLETTER. only one of the four
suggested answers is correct.
1. In 1977 an agency was organized
under the auspices of the French government for the study of UFOs. The agency
was named:

BUFORA
MARC EN
VELON
GEPAN
2. The name of the first director of
the National Investigations Committee on
Aerial Phenomena (NICAP)?
Richard Hall
Townsend Brown
Donald Keyhoe
James Lorenzen
3. Headquarters for the USAF Project Blue Book was?
Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio
Lackland AFB, Texas
Edwards AFB, California
Andrews AFB, Washington, DC

4. June 24, 1982 marked the 35th
anniversary of what major event in UFO
history?
Betty and Barney Hill
abduction case
UFOs over Washington, DC
Kenneth Arnold sighting
Lonnie Zamora/Socorro,
New Mexico case
5. A series of UFO study reports
issued by Projects Grudge and Blue Book
were, in fact, prepared by a civilian organization. Name the organization:
General Electric
Battelle Memorial Institute
Hughes Aircraft Corp.
NICAP
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In the August/September 1984 issue
of CUFOS ASSOCIATE NEWSLETTER
in this department, we presented an interesting letter-article by Ray Stanford regarding an object photographed simultaneously
by two motion-picture cameras at the same
location on July 28, 1959 in Corpus Christi.
One of the photographs published was a
frame from a strip of 8 mm movie film
recored by Don Chandler. The print did
not reproduce well and was difficult to
examine.
Mr. Stanford has very helpfully produced a higher-quality enlargement with
an overlay which he has created following
subtle indications visible to him in the
enlargement. Since it is difficult to reproduce a lif1 lwe overlay in periodical form,
we are asking our readers to participate
in a bit of paper-handling. We have produced on this page Mr. Stanford's sketch
and on the following page a same-scale
frame of the 8 mm movie film to which he
refers. By holding this sketch up to a light
source, the reader will be able to see the
sketch superimposed on the reverse print
of the film. Mr. Stanford's comment
follows:
"On July 28, 1959 at Corpus Christi,
Texas, an object was recorded as shown
here on 8 mm movie film. A jet aircraft
contrail was filmed progressing to the right
of the UFO, moving from top to bottom of
the frame (A). Throughout this filmed
sequence, a vague, anomalous darkened
area resembling some type of extensions
(B) or effect of the UFO on the atmosphere was recorded with slight variations
in each frame, but this phenomenon was
not noticed by the observers and two
movie photographers during the actual
observation. Also, a vague "connection"
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(C) resembling a partial ellipse is noticed
seemingly joining the observed UFO with
the area of sky wherein the aircraft producing the contrail is located.
"While this, too, was not noticed by
the observers (possibly due to its faintness
against the fairly bright summer sky) it
seems to be present frame-after-frame . The
curvature of phenomenon (C) seems to
vary as the jet progresses past the UFO
and appears to connect the UFO and passing aircraft constantly or almost constantly
during this scene. This phenomenon was
noticed years ago by persons observing
projection of quality copies of the film, but
this had been forgotten, probably because
it seems so incredible, until this print was
made for CUFOS. I then went back ior a
frame-by-frame confirmation. The anomalous sequential images (B) and (C) may
relate to UFO-adjacent phenomena Project
Starlight is presently studying in movies
showing UFOs with much better resolu·
tion. Yet, because of the very poor resolution in the 8mm film from which a cropped
and enlarged frame is shown herewith, one
should probably not give it very much
importance and interpretation. It seems
enough merely to point out the possible
phenomena in order that we might 'file
them away' for future reference in the
event that better or at least additional
evidence suggesting similar phenomena
comes to our attention."

PS. We wish to correct a typesetting
error overlooked in proofreading our previous letter/ article by Mr. Stanford. On page
6, column 3, first paragraph, it should read:
"... all the same exhibiting a slight bluish
tint with white vapor." Also, we should
have mentioned that Mr. Stanford sent
slides of Venus on the same scale as the
7/28/ 59 object and the dissimilarity in size
and shape was evident.
D
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DANISH
UFO-PHOTO?
by
Kim Moller Hansen

Scandinavian UFO Information

(SUFOI)
The photograph shown with this arti
cle was taken May 3, 1975 at 8 AM south
of Copenhagen, Denmark by a professional
photographer who wishes to remain
anonymous.

He had been engaged to photograph
some buildings at Avedore Holme, just
south of Copenhagen, for the Irma kod
company, whose name appears in the pho
tograph on the building to the left. The
photographer was standing to the right of
the camera (on tripod) and facing north. It
was a bright clear morning, with scattered
clouds, as the photograph indicates.
When he took his first picture, he
noticed a bright, white flash to his right.
He was afraid that the flash had spoiled
the picture, so he took three more.
After developing the film, he discov
ered a strange phenomenon on the first
print. It looks like an old-fashioned bristle
shaving brush, between the clouds in the
upper right corner of the picture.
Careful inspection of the print reveals
that the strange image is slightly out of
focus, while everything else in the picture
is in sharp focus at all distances.
The driver in the van, which appears
in the center of the picture near the white
warehouse, did not see or hear anything to
account for the "flash" reported by the
photographer. Experts in astronomy say
that the phenomenon is not an astronomi
cal object, but could be a light reflection in
the camera system.
The original negative has not been
computer enhanced, but it is hoped that
this can be arranged to provide possible
clues to the nature of the image. No such
service is available at this time in Denmark.

It is the opinion of this writer that the
phenomenon could be some sort of odd

SUFOI Photocase No. 1975-05-03-106. This photo may
not be reprinted without permission from SUFOI.

light reflection or lens flare, but the image
does not look like an ordinary reflection.
Therefore, reader comments on this case
(Continued on Page 2, Column 3)
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LETTERS
Dear Mr. Timmerman:

Though my primitive chemistry works
very well with various combinations of
protons, neutrons, and electrons, and I'm
sorry for the poor physicists who need a
few score particles, I can, nevertheless,
understand that they have an intellectual
continuum that is a logical outgrowth from
the more obvious grassroots of the pasture
where I graze.
I'll offer a subjective analysis of why I,
and likely many other quietly friendly peo
ple, don't chip in with more enthusiasm.
"There ain't no such animal," said the
countryman who first saw a giraffe.
"I don't believe in ghosts, but I'm afraid
of them."

"UFOs make no sense to me," which
is to say that / have no frame of reference
in which I can say perhaps they attach
somewhere in a certain corner of what I

perceive as reality. It may very well be that
I (am blind and deaf), but the fact remains
that they make no sense to me.
If UFOs are divine, diabolic, or spirit

ual, they are out of my world. I'm inclined
to put this whole frame of reference into
the subjective and projectional category,
which is indeed a murkily understood
category. So, I am left with the "physical
world," and can't put a "handle" on the
data.

Regarding Klass, I'm tempted by the
idea of assorted atmospheric plasmas, and
suspect that an area of UFO identifications
will ultimately arise in this category. Klass,
however, seems to have ridden too far and
too fast and has stretched explanation and

gone out of fashion. I find the differences
in New York and Connecticut boomerang
(shaped) object reports interesting as to
similarities. I suspect that we will see a
change in fashion from discoids to broad V
(shaped) objects and it may or may not
signify a change in the (actual shape of
the) "thing" observed. Is the 1967 flying
triangle a cousin to the boomerangs?
Regarding the 1904 Log of the USS
SUPPLY (INTERNATIONAL UFO
REPORTER, May/June 1984, page 4),
good! This pre-dates the era in which
there were conventions for seeing and
describing UFOs, and a bosun knows what
the sky looks like. It also predates a stage
of technology in which we have a right to
wonder what sort of poltergeist we have
working in our military.
Yes, I'm one of those skeptics looking

for physical explanations. It puzzles me
that we have so few (if any) physical ob

jects successfully related to the UFO
Phenomenon.

William A. Rice

Alliance, Ohio

•

Editor:

(From Associate John F. Schuessler,
P. O. Box 58485, Houston, TX 77258, we
have received holiday greetings and his
UFO POTPOURRI No. 283. It is entitled
"Force Fields and UFOs" and we share it

here with our readers.)
Unidentified Flying Objects are

reported to effect the operation of electri
cal devices and do strange things to animals
and humans. People say they were frozen
in their tracks and unable to move a muscle
while a UFO hovered overhead. Mean

guard dogs cower and whimper. Radios

An Englishman encountered a large
submarine-shaped object over the Winkleigh airfield. When he tried to get a closer
look he encountered a barrier that he

described like trying to walk into a
cushion. He said he could actually lean on
it. Finally, the UFO took off straight up.
After it was gone he found his wristwatch
had lost 20 minutes.

A Russian ground-to-air missile instal
lation was reported to have fired on a discshaped object hanging motionless at 20,000
meters altitude. All the missiles exploded
harmlessly before reaching the UFO. Then
smaller discs swooped down causing a
power failure at the whole installation.
Accounts from other parts of the
world are similar. While some individuals

suffer minor injuries, the force field seems
to be part of a protective mechanism, not
intended to be used as a weapon. Perhaps
when we humans learn how to operate
these force fields, we will no longer need
to live in fear of attacks by aggressive
groups or nations. Maybe we should
observe the UFOs more closely.
•
(Continued from Page 1, Column 3)

would be appreciated. Please write to:
SUFOI Photo Department, c/o Mr. Kim
Moller Hansen, Postbox 6, 2820 Gentofte,
Denmark.

For those who read Danish, a detailed

report will be published in the SUFOI
magazine UFO-NYT (UFO-NEWS) when
the investigations are finished. An English
version will be made available to the
CUFOS ASSOCIATE NEWSLETTER for

readers of this publication.
The following is additional photo
graphic information relating to this case.

data to force a fit.

and television sets malfunction. Car batter

Regarding changing fashions in UFO
perception, 30 years or so ago there were
cigars as well as saucers and cigars have

ies boil over and go dead. Some UFOs

Camera:

Sinar 4" x 5"

leave a record of their visits by burning

Objective:

and scarring plants, animals, and humans.
Witnesses say they could "feel" the field
emitted by the UFO.
Author J. M. Buehring, writing in the
British 'Flying Saucer Review" listed a

Super Angulon 90 mm,
with polarization

Film:
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Development:

number of UFO incidents where this invisi

ble field was reported. His oldest report
dates back to 1935 in Ireland, with others

Exposure Time: l/60th second
Local Weather: Scattered clouds and a

slight wind. The sun
was visible to the right
of the photographer in

coming from England, Russia and the
United States.

A farm worker in Brazil encountered

the direction 284.9

a disc-shaped object hovering over the
road. Three small beings then appeared on
the road in a beam of red light. The worker
tried to throw his knife at the beings but it
was deflected by an invisible field. Then
one of the beings pointed a rod at him,

knocking him unconscious with a beam of
whitish-blue light.

A Russian spotted a domed object hov
ering over a field next to the road. Inside
he could see three "pilots" working at a
console. When he got within twenty-five

yards of the object he was stopped by an
invisible barrier, causing him to black out.

Kodak Plus-X, 4" x 5"
Microdol-X,
8-1/2 minutes at
20 degrees C.

degrees. The sun
elevation above the
horizon was 28.7

degrees.
f-STOP:

16

(CUFOS Editor's Note: For what it's
worth, careful examination of the image
with magnification reveals a series of con
centric rings fading out toward the
"bristles" at the bright ring near the center
of the strange image. Also, at what speed
would a moving object blur slightly if pho
tographed at l/60th of a second?)
•
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UFO Seen Inspecting
Seattle Boeing Plant
TYPE:
DATE:

DD

TIME:

9:30 PM, a Sunday

DURATION:
WITNESSES:

3 to 4 minutes

PLACE:

Rentin, Washington

1976

2

This report was taken by John
Timmerman while hosting the appearance
of the CUFOS UFO PHOTO EXHIBIT at
the Southcenter Mall in Seattle, Washing
ton over the weekend of October 5th
through 7th, 1984. It is one of many such
interviews taken at that time. The wit
nesses were a

construction contractor

and his wife who live on a hill above one
of the Boeing Plants, located in Rentin,
Washington. The following is selected from
that interview.

It was nine years ago, 1976, on a
Sunday evening at about 9:30. It was a
clear bright evening and Mr. J. B. (name
and address on file) noticed that the stars
were out. He and his wife live on a hill

overlooking the Boeing Aircraft Plant in
Rentin and about a mile and a quarter
from the plant.
Mr. B. had stepped out of the house
to get a breath of fresh air and to stretch

15 feet from top to bottom.
Perhaps the most interesting aspect
of his description was that he could "see

He watched the object for 2-1/2 to 3
minutes and suddenly it began to slowly
move away in an arc toward Lake Wash
ington, about a mile and a half away. Within
a matter of about four seconds, it had
gone over the tops of the trees and down
out of sight on a path that would have
taken it directly into the middle of Lake
Washington. He lost sight of it behind the

images moving back and forth in front of"

trees.

"This thing was about 50 feet in
diameter, I'd say, from looking at it,"

for a moment. He looked off toward the

remarked Mr. B. He tried to compare it to

Boeing plant and saw what he thought at
first might be the lights of a helicopter
hovering low over the building at the south
end of the plant, which stretches for about
a mile in the valley below.
"Suddenly, the lights shot straight up
in the air, went to the north end of the
plant... dropped down again and hovered
over the roof." Mr. B. continued, "Then, it
made a quick arc at rapid speed and came
up to my... right over near my place (and I
was looking off in a northwesterly direc
tion looking at it) and it stopped and hov
ered, I'd say, roughly 300 yards above my

something nearby, but found it difficult to
do, since it remained in the sky, "just
hanging there." He guessed it to be 12 or

a lighted background in the center interior
of the craft behind the windows. The

interior light resembled a fluorescent light
source and the images appeared to be

looking out of the windows as they moved
back and forth inside. Mr. B. says he
knows he saw three and possibly more

house."

moving images, but they were too far away

"I looked up," Mr. B. said, "and, being
as I had worked in mechanics, in struc
tural steel and things like that all my life
and heard considerable stories about flying
saucers, I said...I couldn't believe it...
'here's my chance.' "

to see any details.
The witness' first thought was that it
was a helicopter, but when it came directly
toward him, stopped and hovered in the
air tilted toward him, he was quickly con
vinced that it was not a helicopter. There
was no sound at all and a helicopter within
a mile would "knock you off your feet," he

So he looked at the structure of the

object as carefully as he could. It appeared
to be a light weight metallic construction,
resembling aluminum. The object was cir
cular, with a curved low top, sides which
sloped inward toward the bottom at about
a 45 degree angle from the vertical. (See
sketch) Around the sloping sides were a
continuous row of window surfaces sepa
rated every 10 or 15 feet by thin vertical
supports. There was one yellow or amber
light in the center of the top.

Earlier, about 30 seconds after Mr. B.
saw the object hovering in the sky not far
away, he called to his wife and said, "Come
here and look. There's a flying saucer."
She told him to "put the cork back in the
bottle" and she didn't come out to look.

Corroborating his statement, Mrs. B.
agreed that she decided not to come out
to look, but she did see it. When Mr. B.
went into the house and said, "you should
have come out. You're not going to believe
what I've seen." She said, "1 believe it. I've
been looking out the bedroom window at
it." "I saw what he did, but I couldn't
describe it... I wouldn't know how to start
out."

said.

There seemed to be "a faint light,

more of a yellowish color, coming from the
bottom of it," he said. Looking up, he
could see the entire bottom and that was
what made him so sure it was metallic.

The light was a faint glow and yet it looked
just about like our own electric lights, he
said. However, it gave just a little light in
the darkness.

Finally, Mr. B. stated, "I had a good
chance to study this thing and I'm sure it
was...made by an intellectual...maybe
somebody smarter than us... and it was a
mechanical gadget, is what I'd call it. It was
manufactured. It was no reflection or

image or anything like that because that's
what I wanted to be sure of. This was a
mechanical machine."
•
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UFOs on the Rocks
There is an interesting theory concern
ing UFOs that is receiving a great deal of
attention these days, involving geophysical
phenomena. The Tectonic Strain Theory
(TSI), as it is called, was proposed by
Canadian psychologist Michael Persinger
of Laurentian University in Sudbury,
Ontario. Since it was first put forth in the
late 1970's, the theory has been described
in all media, including radio, TV, lay and
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Chris A. Rutkowski, astronomer/librarian, residing in Winnipeg. Manitoba, Canada, has conducted
extensive research projects during his 7 years of investigation of UFO sighting reports. His address
there is Box 1918, Winnipeg General P.O. and the ZIPis R3C 3R2. Weoffer here two related articles
regarding the Persinger theory to explain UFO lights, both written by Mr. Rutkowski. The articlefrom
PERCEPTUAL AND MOTOR SKILLS is reproduced with permission of the author and publisher,

including references in the original article. Dr. CarolH. Ammons, Editor of PMS, has kindly provided
additional references which we will make available to those requesting them. Please include a stamped
return envelope and mail to CUFOS, P.O. Box 1621, Lima, Ohio 458021621 USA.

Perceptual and MotorSkills, 1984, 58, 840-842.

© Perceptual and Motor Skills 1984

scientific journals. It even had a featured
spot on the controversial NOVA UFO

GEOPHYSICAL VARIABLES AND HUMAN BEHAVIOR:

special. Part of the theory's appeal is its
apparent all-encompassing ability to
describe most, if not all, UFO report char
acteristics from a purely conventional,
scientific manner without invoking extra
terrestrials in any way. If the theory can
hold up to scrutiny, it well may be the
breakthrough many skeptics and believers
are waiting for to formally explain the UFO

XVI. SOME CRITICISMS1

the studies have used inadequate data and that the physical interpretation of

phenomenon.

the studies needs closer examination.

CHRIS A. RUTKOWSKI*

University of Manitoba

Summary.—Recent statistical studies suggesting that numbers of UFO
reports are related to geophysical phenomena are examined. It is argued that

Persinger has published nearly twenty
articles on geophysical effects on human
behavior, all in the journal Perceptual and
Motor Skills. Persinger himself is the head
of the department of Physiological Psychol
ogy at Laurentian, and it would appear
that his approach to the problem of UFOs
would be quite objective and scientific. His
doctoral dissertation is from the University
of Manitoba, and involves the action of
magnetic fields upon the brains of small
animals. Progressing through other articles
and papers on the effects of electromag
netic fields on living tissue, he developed
his TST on the premise that UFOs are a
direct or indirect result of the action of

natural electromagnetic fields, possibly
involving physical contact with humans. It
actually is two different theories, both of
which get fused together if one or the
other fails to explain an effect, depending
on the circumstances.

The primary theory works like this:
over a period of time, stress builds up
within the Earth; under stress, rocks and
minerals give off electromagnetic radiation;
this radiation, at a visible wavelength, is
observed as a UFO. There are several

other possible situations that might adjust
the scenario slightly, but the basic theory
involves this process. But is this chain of
events a real sequence that can occur in
nature?

Geophysicists have known for some
time that, under stress, rocks give off elec
tromagnetic radiation. This radiation is in
the form of pulses at various frequencies,
and has been detected in a variety of
ways. One method, demonstrated on
NOVA by Brian Brady of the United States
Geophysical Society in Colorado, showed
minute spark-like effects created when
core samples were stressed to the point of
breaking in the laboratory. In a telephone

Through statistical studies of geophysical phenomena and UFO (Unidenti
fied Flying Object) reports, it has been suggested that some reports of UFOs
might reasonably be understood on the basis of natural phenomena produced by
a geophysical process involving tectonic strain (Persinger, 1979, 1980, 1981,
1983a, 1983b, 1983c). This theory, hereafter referred to as the TST (Tectonic
Strain Theory) of UFOs, suggests that plasma-like luminosities can be naturally
created and that these can be reported as UFOs. The TST is laudable in that it
attempts to explain the persistent reports of UFOs in terms of "terrestrial"
rather than "extraterrestrial" causes.

The theory incorporates luminous effects that are a great distance from
the source and temporarily displaced. This theory also contends that the
luminous effects are related to geophysical variables such as the solar wind
and geomagnetism. The geophysical basis for such a theory, however, is not
strong and is extremely dependent upon recent reports of luminous effects
produced by strain on rock during fracture tests (Demin, et al., 1981).3 These
effects are highly localized, are of short duration, and have not been demon
strated to be related to other geophysical phenomena such as the solar wind.

Despite this, statistical studies using seismic, solar, and UFO data as variables
have been performed, and it has been proposed that UFO report numbers vary
with the seismic and solar data (Persinger, 1981). These correlations are sug
gested to be consonant with the tectonic strain theory.
There are several problems with obtaining adequate data to test the theory;
these are worth noting. The statistical studies which suggest a correlation be
tween UFO report numbers and geophysical phenomena show the best relation
ships between the variables only when the optimal At and As (increments of
time and space) are used. In particular, it has been proposed that the geo
physical cause for UFOs in the theory is a strain field which may extend hun

dreds of kilometers between the locations of the perceived UFOs and earth
quake epicenters. Statistical correlations use these UFO report numbers and
earthquake numbers to define relationships between the variables, often in

cluding a time lag of up to a year. Essentially, an observed UFO at point p may
be the result of a strain field and may be related to an earthquake at point q, two
hundred kilometers distant and several months prior to the time of observation.
This is intuitively unsatisfying, since if two variables can occur at any time
within a year of observation and anywhere within a large radius, it would be
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difficult to determine a temporal-geographic variable in order to arrange a
correlational study. Countless other variables may be present or occur within
the strain field's perimeter, and these may influence any correlated effects.
It should be noted that a rare geophysical phenomenon called earthquake
lightning displays some reported UFO characteristics such as luminous bodies
of light (Derr, 1973). However, earthquake lightning appears generally with
in a short time before or after an earthquake, so it has a more readily-apparent
cause. In addition, there exist several theories as to the origin of earthquake
lightning, encompassing geological processes familiar to geophysicists (Finkelstein, etal., 1973).
More serious problems concern the actual selection of UFO data.

The
studies make use of UFO report numbers from several sources which have
varying degrees of credibility (e.g., Fate magazine and UFOCAT). In all
cases, there is a great difficulty in trying to establish whether an object is
actually unidentified or merely misidentified. The two different categories
are often within the same data set in the UFOCAT file, for example. The fact
remains that UFOs are often reported by inexperienced observers, and the
reports are often investigated by inexperienced investigators. Statistical studies
of raw UFO data, including the UFOCAT file, have shown that about 90%
are misidentifications of ordinary phenomena (Hendry, 1979; Hynek, 1977).
It has been stated that the UFOCAT file cannot be used as a source of data

because of inherent flaws in its design (Hendry, 1979).
The tectonic strain theory is therefore not supported by the statistical
studies involving UFO data. Although geophysical phenomena could account
for some UFO reports, a persuasive covariance has not been produced.
On a more positive side, while the theory may not predict the presence
of plasma-like luminosities, it may say something about the witnesses who re
port UFOs. In this regard, it has been suggested that geophysical luminosities
are related to EM (electromagnetic) radiation, also produced by tectonic strain
(Persinger, 1983a). This EM radiation is thought to be capable of affecting
the human brain (in particular, the temporal lobe) and thereby creating a
variety of effects, including artificial memories. If the theory can show a re
lationship between misidentifications of ordinary phenomena and geophysical
effects, perhaps there is, after all, some interaction between these phenomena
and the human brain, causing individuals to report UFOs.
Care should be taken in further studies of UFO data because their nature

is subjective and collection involves several problems. A theory such as the
tectonic strain theory is quite valuable as an attempt to explain UFOs from
a scientific standpoint. The theory probably could explain some UFO reports
and elements of the total UFO problem, but the persuasiveness of an empirical
scientific argument can be no better than the acceptability of the data upon
which it is based.

1Box 1918, Winnipeg General P.O., Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada R3C 3R2.
2I thank Dr. A. Shephard for his useful comments during the preparation of the manu
script.

"Though Persinger cites a private communication with B. T. Brady, U.S. Department of
the Interior, Denver Federal Center, Denver, Colorado, 80225, referring to unpublished
results.
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conversation, Brady admitted to me that
the lab results were inconclusive, and that
Persinger was perhaps stretching things a
bit, but he seemed convinced that they
had observed the UFO mechanism. Since

then, Brady has submitted a manuscript to
a major science journal for publication
(none of these lab results concerning the
luminous bodies seen on film have ever

been published, but Persinger refers to
them frequently). Interestingly, some of my
associates in the geology department at a
local university assisted me in locating arti
cles concerning Brady's earlier endeavors.
It seems that Brady made some rather
unqualified predictions about impending
earthquakes in Chile several years ago,
none of which were sanctioned by the
American Geophysical Union. The AGU
set up a special investigative committee
designed to examine Brady's claims, hoping
to prevent further embarrassment (the
predictions were in error). It is interesting
that it is Brady's unpublished research that
Persinger uses to support his theory. In
support of Brady, however, it must be
emphasized that other scientists have
claimed the detection of luminous emis

sion from stressed rock, although no evi
dence of the same kind has been observed.

Persinger suggests that strain fields,
set up in the crust, can move over great
distances, and that this would explain the
movement of UFOs in the sky above them.
He claims that earthquakes in an area
near where UFOs are seen support this
contention, and he has statistically shown
these two phenomena to be related. How
ever, while statistics are a very powerful
tool in analyzing data, they follow a familiar
rule of computation: GIGO (Garbage In,
Garbage Out). Persinger has found that if
one selects numbers of earthquakes over
a certain area, and compares them with
numbers of UFO reports in a smaller sec
tion within this area, there is a close rela
tionship. But the selection process is
important; earthquakes can be included as
data even if they occurred one year previ
ous or after a UFO report is made, because
the strain fields not only move, they also
take time to build up and dissipate. As
well, an earthquake over 100 kilometres
away from the UFO report location can be
included. In the case of Uintah Basin, strain
fields were inferred from the occurrence of

consecutive earthquakes on either side of
a region of UFO activity, for example. Per
singer also plots the level of sunspot activ
ity as a third variable, linking the three
phenomena statistically as well, although
for the Uintah Basin, the sunspot activity
showed no relationship whatsoever!
What is perhaps most distressing is
that Persinger uses raw UFOCAT data for
his statistics on geophysical UFOs, yet it is
known that a large percentage of this data
represents misidentifications. Persinger dis
(Continued on Page 6, Column 1)
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points out that another luminous phe

misses this argument by saying that using

nomena, earthquake lights, occurs near

a consistent data base will allow the rela

epicentres of large earthquakes. This is
true; these rare phenomena have been
observed as glows near epicentres of
strong (M > 5) earthquakes, and are
thought to be related to the emission of

tionship to come through anyway, sub
tracted out as "noise" in the final analysis.
However, a 90% level of noise is not that
easy to filter out, especially if one cannot
distinguish it from the rest of the data.
Persinger has been publishing articles
on the TST in Perceptual and Motor Skills
for several years, generally without any
comments of published criticisms. When
one critical paper was sent to the editor of
the journal, it was sent to Persinger for
review!

Another part of the TST has the
emitted EM radiation directly affecting the
human brain to cause people to think they
have seen a UFO. It was implied on
NOVA, for example, that this mechanism
was responsible for the Val Johnson case
in Minnesota, where a deputy was injured
in a UFO incident. This was interesting,

since the location is in no way connected
to any tectonically active area. Where is
the stress on the rock? Persinger believes
that the TST can explain this, too; how
can apparently seismically-inactive areas
have UFO reports? He says that the coun
tryside is filled with undetectable earth
quakes of magnitudes less than 2 on the
Richter scale, and that therefore, stress
can exist without us knowing about it.
This undetectable stress can create a local

EM emission, which travels out of the
Earth, into the sky, and is visible as a
UFO. However, EM emission in rock is
attenuated after only about a metre or so,
so it is unlikely to be able to exist so close

radon and the ionization of air. It is inter

esting that one of the foremost experts on

earthquake lightning, John Derr, also of
the USGS, has recently come out in sup

port of Persinger's theory, saying that
UFOs might be small versions of the same
thing, from earthquakes of magnitudes 1
and 2. But many geophysicists have dis
agreed with this interpretation, using similar
arguments as those above. Persinger has

Flying Black
Hamburger
Students of the UFO Phenomenon

willing to be patient with the tedium of
report after report which remain unex
plained can add this one to their files. This
report was received in September, 1982,
shortly after the sighting. We present here
the majority of the letter describing the
event, written by John T. Sery, 7222 Logan
Avenue North, Minneapolis, MN 55430.
TYPE:

DD

DATE:
TIME:
DURATION:
WITNESSES:
PLACE:

Sept. 2, 1982
7:15 PM, CDT
Approx. 3 minutes
3

Minneapolis, MN

"I am writing (September 18, 1982)
concerning the sighting of an unusual
object sighted by two of my daughters and
me on Thursday, September 2.
"The time was approximately 7:15 PM,
CDT. The sun was still above the horizon;

the sky was almost perfectly clear. I was
the first to notice the object. I had just
walked out the door of our garage and
heard the engine of a light aircraft. I looked
northward in the direction of the sound

and saw the aircraft, probably a Cessna,
travelling eastbound about 1,500 feet
(above ground level), and perhaps on a
track a quarter of a mile to the north,
since it was about 45 degrees above the
horizon.

claimed that his critics are not being objec
tive, and that they are only after ways to

"As I looked away from the aircraft,
another moving object caught my eye. It
was moving along the same track as the

predict UFO sightings. Some have con

aircraft about a thousand feet behind it. It

strued this as an attack on ufologists in

was about the same apparent size as the
aircraft, and possibly just slightly lower.
My first thought was that it was a balloon
being towed by the aircraft.

general. What is perhaps curious in this
context is that John Derr is a consultant

to APRO, and has co-authored an article
on UFO-related cattle mutilations (with

well-known ufologist Leo Sprinkle).
There are other problems with the
TST, but the ones presented here are
sufficient to show that while the TST is

quite worthy as a theory, support for it is
minimal, and based on great assumptions

about geophysical phenomena that are
themselves in doubt. Perhaps, with consid

erably more research, the TST may be
refined to a point where it might explain a
certain percentage of UFO sightings, but it
cannot do so in its present form. The
parallel research by Paul Devereux in Eng
land has been similarly criticized, using

to the surface.

similar arguments. Perhaps some UFOs

One would wonder, also, why there
would not be a rash of UFO reports every
time an earthquake occurs. Persinger

are natural luminous phenomena, but the
studies of Persinger and Devereux are not
convincing at this time.
d

"That theory was shot down when the
track of the object turned from due east to
about 110 degrees, true. It maintained the
same speed, that is (matching) the pace of
the aircraft, probably 80 to 90 knots. There
was a westerly wind at the time (I saw
birds a few minutes later at 300 to 500 feet

with zero groundspeed gliding into the
wind).

"The object held course and altitude
until it reached a point about four miles
away where it began to descend. I climbed
atop our picnic table to prolong my view
over trees in the neighborhood. The object
was then obscured by the trees. I believe
the time of observation was about three

minutes, although I have no way to verify
this.

Page 7

CUFOS Associate Newsletter

Dec-Jan. 1984/85

"A sketch of the object is enclosed.
One daughter thought it was a State Fair
balloon (one of the aluminized mylar
helium-filled balloons popular as novelty
items now). The other described it aptly as
a flying hamburger.
"The bottom and top of the object
were a jet black and probably a gloss
finish. The equatorial band was metallic
high-polished silver with a hint of rainbow
reflections characteristic of diffraction grat
ing material. The band also appeared to be
recessed slightly, or at least gave that
visual impression.
"The motion of the object was smooth,
holding the equator parallel to the ground
with a few wobbles that reminded one of

the precession of a top. After the sound of
the aircraft engine died out, no other sound
was heard from the direction of the object.

/

"Precession" axis

/ went counter clockwise
/
around plumb line.

"I am co-owner of a theatrical service

and supply company. My occupation in
the Army from 1966-1968 was as an air
traffic controller (training at Keesler AFB,
Biloxi, Miss.). I have seen many things in
the air including sun dogs, "skyhook" bal
loons, meteors, auroras, weather balloons,
parachutes, and a wide variety of aircraft.
"The only possibility I can come up
with for a conventional explanation is an
odd balloon. The problem I have with this
is that a wind to produce the motion of the
balloon would have made an airplane with
the same groundspeed fall out of the air.
"I regard myself as reasonably intelli
gent. I was wearing my contact lenses at
the time so my vision was corrected to
20/15 in the left eye and 20/20 in the right.

Brilliant light after
object was well east
of us—probably reflected
sunlight.
—9*

case files for similarly-described objects
and for sightings reported near Minneapolis
on Sept. 2, 1982. CUFOS will appreciate
any such information which may help ex
plain this report.
•

one else that saw the object, though it
seems there are not too many people inter
ested in things which do not happen on a
TV picture tube."

"I thought it would be worthwhile
reporting the sighting if for no other reason
than to add to the statistics, and in the
hope that perhaps you have heard some-
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WE'LL-BET-YOUDIDNT-SEE-THIS-ONE
DEPARTMENT
Associate Charlene Durairaj was in
Madras, India during September 1984 and
sent us a clipping from a local newspaper
advertisement which appeared there. We
hadn't heard of this category of "sightings"
before now.
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THANK YOU!

In our October/November issue of
CUFOS ASSOCIATE NEWSLETTER, on

As we turn the page of our calendar to a new year, the Board of Directors
and office staff of the Center for UFO Studies extend to our many Associates
throughout the world our best wishes for a happy and peaceful 1985.
We thank you sincerely for your continued support of many kinds and hope
you will find the cases we will offer for your review in the months ahead
interesting and helpful in your study of the UFO Phenomenon.

page two we failed to include the name of
the correspondent. It was Associate Alvin

G. McNish of Rockville, Maryland. Also,
we erred in the date of the Nebraskan
wheatfield event. It occurred in June 1937.
•
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