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THE SONIC BOOM CONTROVERSY--

WHERE ARE WE TODAY?

Th_ repo_tls a fo_Iaw-up by NICAP Regiona_ Inv_tigator. Ernst Jahn to his
inu_t_g_ive repo_onthe _ir quake_ p_blibhed in the May, 1978, Z_sue of
the UFO INVESTIGATOR.

Back about December2, 1977, the East Coast of the UnitedStates as well as
portionsof Canadawere abruptlyintroducedto a new phenomenonwhich came to
be known as the sonic boom or in some quarters,air quakes,and as could be ex-
pected,with the introductionof any new occurrencenot immediatelyidentifiable
by scientificlogic or politicalrhetoric,they became the subjectfor much dis-
cussionand investigation.

In the first few weeks followingthe initialbooms along the East Coast, several
theorieswere broughtforth which rangedfrom explodinggas from garbagedumped
off the coast of New York, to sonic aircraft,unusualatmosphericconditions,
re-enteringsatellitesand even a few articleswBich alludedto theirconnection
to interplanetarycraft. But fortunatelyfrom all of this surfaceexcitement
came seriousand scientificexaminationof the facts surroundingthem.

At the requestof NICAP'sdirector,Mr. Jack Acuff, I, as a regionalinvestiga-
tor in an area directlyaffectedby the quakes,conductedan investigationinto
these occurrences. The resultswere forwardedto NICAP headquarters,and in
keepingwith the organization'spolicy of open cooperationwith all military
and privateagenciesin mattersof this nature,a reportwas in turn forwarded
to all those agencieswho requestedinformationfrom NICAP as part of their
ongoingstudies. These includedthe Naval ResearchLab, MitreCorporation
and units of the U.S. GeologicalSurvey. Now some eight months and several
reports later there still appear to be many theoriesand unansweredquestions.

On January5, 1978, at the directipnof the Departmentof Defense,the Chief
of Naval Researchdirectedthe Naval ResearchLaboratoriesto form a study
team to conducta short but intensiveinvestigationinto the acousticevents.
This team includedselectedNaval personnelas well as scientificexpertsin
such fieldsas combustionphenomena,atmosphericdynamics,underseaacoustic
phenomenaand other relatedfields.

The culminationof this researchwas an indepthreport by N.R.L.consistingof

approximately150 pages that was releasedon March lO, 1978, with listinqsac-
cordingto times and locationsand selectedgraphsof each of the occurrences
from December2, 1977, to Februaryl, 1978. The bottom line of this report
stated that the N.R.L. as well as NASA and the Navy had tracedall of the booms
to their satisfactionto the activitiesof eitherMarine and Navy fighterair-
craft or to flightsof the Concorde. The large distancesover which the booms
occurredwere tied to an unusualinversionlayer which may have reflectedthe
booms more than one hundredmiles to shore. The report goes on to state that
in many cases the aircraftconcernedwere not aware of the effectstheywere
causing.
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The N.R.L.report was followedby a severalpage release in the May, 1978_
issue of the FAS Publlc InformationReport (Federationof AmericanSc_entlsts).
While this report paralleledthat of the N.R.L. in some respects,the FAS in-
dicatedthat the strongerevidencelay Cn attributingthe quakes to flights
of the French and BritishConcordeas opposedto those of mil_tary aircraft,
and presentedits own chartsand time tables to supportth_s theory.

From the onset of this phenomenonNICAP has been workingcloselywith repre-
sentativesof Mitre Corporationin attemptingto fully evaluateall data re-
ceived. Of the nearly600 incidentsinvestigated,approximately2/3 are felt
to be accountedfor by actionsof the supersonicaircraftto one degree or

another. The remainingincidentsare felt to be caused by naturalphenomena.
(Mr. Jahn _aborated on this point in a t_epEone conv_ation wZX_ NICAP head-
quarte_, stating that M_e Corporation assert_ that I/3 of the air quake in-
_den_ _annot be shown s_fa_tor_y to be the e_fe_ of sup e_o_A_ aircraft
a_vi_y. For this significant number, other possible explanations m_t be
examined. )

The full resultsof this researchwill be releasedas of October l, 1978, in
a Mitre report that will evaluateand considerall theoriesput forth by the
above-mentionedorganizationsas well as their findings. The purposeof this
re_ortwill not be to specificallyanswer the questionas to what the cause of
this phenomenonmay be, as it would appear that in all probabilitythere is no
singularcause, but insteadto presentas objectivelyas possiblethe pros and
cons of those theoriesput forth as of this date.

Copiesof this reportwill be availablefrom the Mitre Corporationfor the cost
of mailingand handling. Requestsfor informationpertainingto this report
shouldbe addressedto: Dr. Gordon MacDonald

Mitre Corporation/ Metrek Division
1820 Dolly MadisonBoulevard _
McLean,Virginia22101

SIGHTINGADVISORY* * * FrederickValentich,20, on a short solo flight from
Melbourne,Australia,to King Islandacross the Bass Strait,October 21, 1978,
radioedair trafficcontrollerson the mainlandthat he was being approached
from the east by a UFO about l,O00'above him. After about a lO minute record-
ed conversation,he reportedrough engine idling and said, "It isn't an air-
craft. It's . " Nothinqmore has been heard from him or his single-engine
Cessna 182.

t.kK_-
HUI_ON

WE APPRECIATE]

Self_d_
^. _. _.le

NICAP wishes to thank those Ste_h_,
memberswho have made con-

tributionsto the organiza- U,_¢_o
tion. Your supportis both CAt_AOA
reassuringand appreciated, v_._v==_._a,_a_'! On_aTio

Ol.&I|
Your donations are, of course, (..._'

tax deductible. •

Locationsof sightingsreported
in articlewhich followson pp. 3-4.
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NUMEROUS S I GHT I NGS IN DETROIT AREA

_ A flurry of UFO sightings,concentratedmainly tn the Detroit,Michigan,area
\• were reportedto NICAP!sregionalinvestigator,Jack Thompson. The first oc-

curred in December,1977, but most were reportedfrom early Februaryto mid-
March of this year. Many of the sightings,curiously,have detailsin common.
Followingis a summaryof Mr. Thompson'sfindings.

Daniel Leonard,a 33 year-oldboringmill operator,was travelingthe M-97 in
Rosevillelast December2, 1977. At 12:15 A.M. he stoppedhis truck and got
out, walked over to a building,and lookingup, noticedfive airborneobjects

about the size of orangesnot more than 150 yards away. They made no sound,
merely hovered. As he watchedthem, three more jolned them, and all elght
rose slowly in a northwestdirectionand disappearedfrom view. The sighting
lasted about two minutes.

The gray-white,sharplyoutlined,=dome-shapedobjectsappearedto have trans-
lucent tops and what.looked like two beingsinside. Mr. Leonardestimated
them to be 40-50' in diameterand 8-I0f in depth.

On FebruaryIB, 1978, at 7:40 A.M., Ann Schulkins,a 22 year-oldaccounting
clerk,was drivingeast on W. Maple in West Bloomfieldwhen a brightnessoff
to the right in the sky caught her attention. It appearedto be a bar-shaped
craft, fiery reddishorange,with a horizontalgap or beam of white light in
the center. The object glowed sharplyand had rather a halo effect. It was
fairly large, 2" on a ruler held at arm's length. Ms. Schulkinsobservedthe
craft for two minutesbefore turningoff onto anotherroad and losing it be-
hind some trees. Throughthe durationof her sighting,she claims it never
moved.

Diane Slezak,age 24 and in personnelmarketing,was also drivingon February19,
1978, at II:55 P.M., when she sightedtwo very bright lights in the sky in Rose-
ville. She observedthem for a coupleof minutes,when they then seemedto be-
come five lights in a straightline. As the car got closer,the lightstook the
form of a "V" and then became faint blue and red blinkingones. Their speed was
so great, they disappearedin seconds.

On March l, 1978, at 9:00 P.M., Judi Sist, a 35 year-old homemaker,was watching
T.V. in her SterlingHeightshome. She noticeda helicopteroutsideand went to
th_ window to watch it. As it flew out of sight, somethingmore interesting
caught her attention. Two craft were movingslowly around thesky. The first
was smallish,l 1/2" if comparedto a ruler held at arm's length. The second,
6-8", was larger.

The first was a solid cigar shape with red, green and yel]owlsh-whiteblinking
portholes. It moved in an easterlydirection,then changedto northeast. She
observedit for about one minute.

The secondwas a pulsatingblue and white haze. Mrs. Sist'sdaughter,Karen,
babysittingnext door, said she saw a dome shape on top. Mrs. Sist observed
this object for about 15 secondsbeforeit disappearedas though someonehad
flickeda switch.

At 9:15 that same night, in Utica,Michigan,Jean Gross, 31 year-old homemaker,
_ had just put her daughterto b_d when she noticedbright lightsoutside. What

she saw appearedto be a large, round area of brightwhite light with a horizon-
tal strip of about 9 green, red and white lightsthroughthe middle. A heli-
copter in the area was travelingtowardsthe lights,and the witnessfeared a
collision. As the helicopterneared,the large white light began to flash; then
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suddently,all the lights cut off completely. The helicopterturned and went
a short distanceaway; the lights reappeared. The helicopteragain moved to-
wards the device,and again it disappeared. When the lightsappearedagain,
they were moving slowly in a southerlydirectionat a low altitude. Mrs. Gross
observed them for 6 or 7 minutesmore when they went off and did not reappear.
Total time of sightingwas 30 minutes.

Jean Gross'descriptionbears marked similaritiesto the smallerobject that
Judi Sist, only a few miles away, saw, but what about the second object in
Mrs. Sist's report?

That same March Ist eveningat 9:30, a 25 year-old interiordesigner,Lynn
Holley,was drivingin Romulus,listeningto her radio. As she turned a corner,
she saw a glowingball of blurred,pulsatinglight hoveringabout 20' over the
road. She reportsthat the light appearedwhite in the center,red-orangea-
round the center,and phosphorescentgreenishat the outside. Four glistening
beams of light projectedfrom the object in north, south,east, and west loca-
tions. Ms. Holley reportedhearinga low, "whishing"sound, as well.

As she viewed the object,her car radio crackledand went out. It continuedto
malfunctionand later had to be replaced.

She observedthe object for about 50 secondsbefore it moved straightup at high
speed, turnedparallelto the ground,moved north over the DetroitMetropolitan
Airport, and finallycontinuedstraightup as before and disappeared. This sight-
ing parallels,in some ways, the secondobject seen by Judi Sis,.

Four days later on March 5, 1978, at 4:30 A.M., Gall Vandenbrock,a 40 year-old
homemakerwho watches the sky regularly,noticedtwo very bright lights outside.
As she watched,anotherappeared,formlnga trfangle. Then a fourthappeared in
the middle of them. They lookedlike bright stars and were self-luminous. Mrs.
Vandenbrockestimatedthe size to be equal to or larger than a DC-IO at the same
distance. She observedthe object for about 15 minutes,when it began to rush
off, hesitated,then rushedoff again in a westerly dCrection,addinganother
light. She estimatedthe distanceof the lights to be about 5 miles away.

Mrs. Vandenbrockts two sons, Paul and Michael, also saw the craft. Mrs. Van-
denbrock feels that what she saw was a UFO. Certain similarities exist be-
tween this sighting and that of Diane Slezak on February 19.

Then on March 12, just outside of Sarnia in Ontario, Canada, Joseph DeFrancesco,
age 56 and a professor of commercial art, was enjoying a peaceful return from a
ski weekend by bus. It was a clear night; the stars and moonwere visible. Look-
ing out the window, he noticed a very bright object about the size of a nickel
held at arm's length. It was moving slowly across the sky in a northwest dir-
ection, stopping from time to time. The craft, which appeared to be about I0
miles away, had revolving portholes and a halo of orange light about it. The
bright orange light glowed from the portholes as well. Mr. DeFrancesco viewed
the object for about a minute before it crossed the path of the bus and disappeared.

In view of recent October sightings over Lake Michigan in the vicinity of the
Ludington Coast Guard Station, these reports have an added interest. The Detroit/
Ontarioarea in easternMichiganwhere they occurredis only an approximate200-
250 miles southeastof Ludingtonon Michigan'snorthwestshoreline. It is hoped
that a detailedreporton the more recentsightingswill be availablefor publi- T
cation soon. i
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