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"UFOs are the Fifth Horseman-of the Apocalypse."
— Dr Lincoln La Paz

"Supplemental Notes" consist of material under
consideration for any revision of the original
UFO history volume covering this time period.

7 July. The Honorable "Linden" (Lyndon) Johnson gets a tongue-lashing.
A letter written to a Congressman was a serious matter to the military. One sent to Rep
Johnson of Texas (later President Johnson) on July 7th received special treatment by being'
pbced in Air Force Headquarters Intelligence files. The missive was almost too hot to handle
The woman's feelings about the Air Force's apparent complacency were shared by others (in

cluding Kenneth Arnold), (xx.) (See below)

(xx.) U.S. Air Force Intelligence UFO files. Decimal File 000.9. Flying Discs (File #2)
Entry 213A. Box 1.
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Apt. 387B. Deep Bckfr Apts,
Lake Atwtln Blvd.
Austin, Tex.

«*?y 7,1*7

Hon. T.1 nrion Johnsont

House of Raproe

Washington, D.C#

Ur« Johnsons

Sincerely yours,

/»/ VT. h« Earhart

P»S. Congratulations on over-rldlnH the Labor DO! Veto,

7 July.

General Vandenburg.

A Waco, Texas, newspaper reported:

"Lt. Gen. Hoyt S. Vandenberg, Deputy Com

mander of the U.S. Army^Air Forces, stopping off
briefly at Hensley Field in Dallas, said the AAF
was receiving thousands of queries.
"One curious woman, he said, asked: 'Has
Russia discovered the secret of the flying disc?'"
(xx.)

Waco, Texas.
Lieut. Gen. Hoyt S. Vandenberg.
Deputy Commander, U.S. Army
Air Force. (August 1947)

Times-Herald.

7 July 47.

There was noting in the paper about a reply to the ques
tion. A Denver Post editorial cartoon the same day in
dicates public puzzlement.

How Whot?.

7 July.

"Saucer Patrols."

Oregon, Washington, and Idaho.

A military response to the saucer phenomenon was not totally lacking.

Local National Guard

units began to take action:

"National guard fighter planes from Spokane today searched for flying discs
reported fallen in Idaho while guard officials in Oregon, Washington and Idaho
organized a tri-state air patrol to watch for more of the mystery ships.
"Lt. Col. Al Dutton, commanding the 12sd fighter squadron of the Oregon
National Guard, announced that two flights were to leave Portland between 3 and

4 p.m. to participated with the 116th of Spokane and the 100th of Boise in blanket
ing the areas in which the discs have been seen.

"Col. Thomas Lamphier of the Idaho unit telephoned air corps headquarters
in Washington D.C. and arranged for a plane to fly film for the fighter planes' gun
camera from the East, Col. Dutton said.

"Already this morning flights from the Spokane unit were searching timbered
country near St. Aries, Idaho, where a Spokane housewife reported that eight of the

mysterious objects 'fluttered to the ground like leaves.'

"Col. G. Robert Dodson, commanding both the 116th and the 123d, said he

decided to the Washington group 'because they are right on the scene, I expect to
hear from them by early afternoon,' the colonel said this morning.
'To observe and, if possible, photograph any additional flights of discs over
this area, Col. Dutton announced, camera-equipped planes of the 123d squadron
will fly two patrols dairy. In addition, a plane and pilot will be kept on 24-hour
alert, ready to take to the'air at the first report of a mysterious sky craft.
"The Spokane and Boise units will follow a similar schedule, he said.
"Col. Dutton reported that observations have shown that the discs follow
three fairly definite 'flyways' over the Northwest. They fly from east to west

along the'Columbia river from Lewiston, Idaho; south to north along the coastal

area from Roseburg to Seattle, and south to north in the Snake river area..." (xx.)
(xx.)

Portland, Oregon Journal. 7 July 47.
4+

(Comment: If Col. Dutton felt sure about his "flyways," he might have also noticed that the
Hanford atomic works was in the middle of his three-side box. —L.E. Gross)
Col. Dutton continued:

" 'We plan to patrol over these flyways, in an attempt to intercept any more
flights of these things,' the colonel said. 'Our biggest trouble is that nobody
knows for certain what the size of the discs is. That makes it hard to determine
altitude.

" 'Most of our patrols will be at high altitude,' he announced.

" 'It seems now,' said the colonel, 'that there is something to these reports of

flying discs. We've discounted 60 percent of the observations but we're getting
reports from persons whose observations warrant an investigation.'
"A flight of 11 planes—three A-26 bombers and eight P-51 fighters—took

off from Portland army airbase at 11:45 am Sunday and patrolled until 3:30 p.m.
but sighted no discs."
(xx.)

(xx.)

Ibid.

7 July.

Towanda, Pennsylvania,

(no time)

"Close-up view of a flying saucer."

Here is a newspaper report that was retyped for inclusion in Air Force Intelligence files:
"First to report a close-up view of a 'flying saucer,' Mrs. A. C. Smith of
Towanda, said she saw two of them Saturday not over 15 feet from her house.
"The energy of these was about spent, apparently, for instead of speed
ing through the sky they were 'hovering' about 20 feet off the ground be
tween the house and Mr. Smith's office, Mrs. Smith said.
"They bobbed about, went together, separated, and in about two minutes

soared into the sky and disappeared. She described them as 'saucers of intense
light' and said she did not believe there was any solid object there. Mrs. Smith
said the 'saucers' appeared six to eight inches in diameter." (xx.)
(xx.)

Towanada, Pennsylvania. The Daily Review. 7 July 47.

7 July.

Springfield, Mfssouri. (morning)

Followed by something?
A newspaper story said:

"A 'flying saucer' was spotted over Springfield yesterday by three observ
ers at the Rogers airport, a city policeman reported last night.
"The officer, Frank Walker, who flies a plane in his spare time, said he took

off from the Rogers airport yesterday morning, bound pn a short pleasure cruise
toward Ozark and back.

"Walker said his trip was uneventful, and he didn't sight any of the shiny
discs personally, but when he returned to the airport later three friends who had
watched his takeoff told of seeing an object 'tailing' him for some distance.
" 'They said it was flat-shaped and shiny,' Walker said, 'and that it appeared
to have some sort of fins on it. The fellow who first saw it thought I was towing
a target of some kind. Altogether, three persons saw it, I believe.'
"Walker said the men told him the object appeared to be rolling over steadily.
He said the observers reported that the disc followed him for some distance toward
Republic, then broke away toward the northeast and vanished as Walker's plane
Turned toward the southwest." (xx.)
(xx.)

Springfield, Missouri.

Daily News.

8 July 47.

7 July.

Tacoma, Washington,

The "Mother ship" case.
7 July.

(about 2:30 a.m.)

Dr. James McDonald's investigation.

Memphis, Tennessee,

(See page 8)

(about 3:20 p.m.)

"Say, Look! There go the saucers."

The story as published by the Memphis newspaper:
u 'Say, look toward the river down by the bridge,' the voice over the telephone
at The Press-Scimitar office fairly shouted.
" 'All right,' said the reporter who answered the phone. He looked out into
the bright sunlight—it was about 3:20 p.m. yesterday. Then, 'What am I suppose
to see?'

" 'Why, don't you see those flying saucers?,' the voice insisted.
- " 'No, I don't see any,' the reporter said—and several others in The PressScimitar office, who had rushed to the west windows to strain their eyes for a

glimpse of the 'saucers,' said they, too, couldn't see anything that looked like the
much-publicized whirling discs.

" 'Well, I saw them,' insisted the voice. It was that of K. A. Dobbins, operator
of a cafe* at 79 N. Second. 'And my brother, Lloyd, and three or four others here
in the cafe saw them, top.'

" 'There were about seven of them,' K. A. Dobbins said. 'They were up may
be 5,000 feet and were going so fast I couldn't estimate their speed. No, they
weren't airplanes. They came in from the northeast and were flying along in a for
mation that looked like a diamond. They looked to be about 20 feet in diameter.
No, they were not airplanes. Airplanes don't stop dead still and then go ahead. And

that's what some of these things did. Suddenly one would stop and the others would
speed by, and then the one that stopped would catch up with them and go ahead—
and that's the way they were going.

" 'And one of them suddenly gave out some smoke.
" 'They looked like silver dollars in a way, only much larger.'
" 'Where are they now?' the reporter asked.
" 'I'll go out and see,' Dobbins said.

"He did, and said they were gone down the river." (xx.)

(xx.)

Memphis, Tennessee.

Commercial-Appeal. 8 Jury 47.

(Barry Greenwood clearly has

this clipping labeled as coming from the Appeal, but it may actually have been from
The Press Scimitar)

7 July. Koshkonong and East Troy, Wisconsin.

(11:45 a.m. and 2:30 p.m.)

"Descended vertically edgewise through the clouds."
7 July.

Phoenix, Arizona.

(3:30 p.m.)

(See page 9)

July 7,

1947, Tacoroa, Washington

Evan W.

Davies

About 2:30 a.m. Monday

Interviewed on two successive days - 8/14/67 and 8/15/67.
is still with the Tacoma Police Department, Prevention Office,

Youth Guidance,
ftione No. at the Police Station Area code 206
FU3-3311, Ext. 244.

He was with fellow officer Stan Johnson at the time of the

sighting. As he recalls it, they had the objects under observation
for more than an hour.
It was a very clear night, as he recalls.
They were near the Tacoroa Narrows Bridge in car No. D-3,
facing west, when observing them at the start.

I asked him about the press account's indication that there
was one large one and a number of small ones. At first he didn't
seem to recall it that way, but as we talked he slowly swung around
to that description.
This may have been suggestion on my part.
I do not believe that his recollection of the finer details is
terribly reliable.
He indicated that he had a scrapbook with all
his reports and clippings in it and would check it.
So I called
him back the following day for a second interview and he was more
explicit about the large object in that interview.
He said that
the small objects, were almost like sparks that shot out away from
the main object but then would come back to it.
He compared the

appearance of the sparks to that of a sparkler except for their
re--entry.

He

put the altitude as something like 10,000 feet,

this is very rough.

but

He described them as the size of a "soft

ball," but I was unsuccessful in my efforts to untangle the angular

aspects, and gave up.
He said that the most striking feature of
the whole sighting was the way the obiects would suddenly jump

from one location to another spot "miles away." Both he and Stan
Johnson agreed that these couldn't possibly have been any conventional
objects.
Stan Johnson is still with the Tacoroa Police Force, by the

way.

I did not

try to contact him.

Evidently the objects moved to Che south somewhere

in the

middle of the sighting, and eventually disappeared off to the west.
Prior to the departure they had shot up suddenly through a substantial

vertical distance.

He

thought that they disappeared out over the

ocean.

He said there was another patrol car which was notified, and
he said that the officers in it also saw the objects.
The name of one
of the men he recalled as George Hager, no longer with the police
rorce bu^

s rill in

Tacoma,

7 July 1947

SUBJSCTi

Eeport on flying Saucers

TO;

Commanding General
32d AAT 3ase Unit
Boiling /laid
Washington, D.C,

1.
witnesses

Following Are etatiuticsregnxdlng renorts by four
while

2.

in flight

in two airplanes.

Weather CAVU.* Visibility exceptionally good.

Scat-

" tered altecuraulus 6000 feet.

3.

First report;

time 1145 hours CS?.

Alt. of observers

800 feet above the ground. Altitude of saucer 4000 feet MSI*.
Observed period - First sighted over Koshkonong, Wisconsin, flight

was observed from town of Koshkonong t*o Slkhorn, Wisconsin.

Shis

flight covered twenty-five C25)' miles in-rfifteen (15) seconds,
which is a epeed of six thousand (6000) miles per hour.
4.

Second report Time! 1430 hours CST. .Altitude of

observers thirty7rfive hundred feet (3$00) KSL.

Altitude of saucer

twenty-five hundred feet (2500).' Observation period. Observers
at East Troy, Wiscusin, flight observed from Eagle, Wisconsin to

Huskego. Wisconsin.

This flight coTered twenty^two (22) miles in

twenty (20 seconds, which is a speed of three thousand nine hundred
8±xty^(3960) miles per hour.
5.

Flight maneuvers!

First observation-saucer decended

vertically edgewise through altocumulus clouds, stopped at four
thousand (4000) feet and assumed horisontal position-and proceeded ,

In horizontal flight from a horizontal position for fifteen (-15)
seconds covering twenty-five (25) miles and again stopped and

disappeared.

Second observation* Observed in lloriiontal flight in

a horizontal attitude for a period of twenty (20) seconds covering
twenty-two (22) miles.

By the time the pilot had removed his

canera from the glove compartment of hie plane, the saucer dis

appeared and again reanoeared approximately ten (10) miles farther

along its course after six (6) seconds making its final disappearaneo.
6.
The first two observers were an instructor and a student,
having Just taken off from BDgiorn Airport. The second two observers,
one being Cap't R. J. Southey, Wing Supply Officer and a passenger.

John 0. Schindler, Jr.

MaJ. Air Corps, AAF-CAP Liaison Officer

10

According to the Arizona Republic:
"Two silvery balls flashed across the Salt River valley north of Phoenix at

3:30 o'clock yesterday afternoon—and were watched for 25 to 30 seconds by a
score or more persons in upper floors of the Heard Building.

"AH the witnesses were agreed on the main points:

"First one 'ball' was sighted, then the other. At first glance the objects
were thought to be balloons—until the extremely high speed of the west-east
flight was noticed.
"Both objects appeared to be identical in size, were estimated to be at
5,000 feet altitude, and to be 'about twice as large as an airplane.'
"The objects were flying on two levels until near the end of the valley
passage when the lower 'ball* climbed sharply to the level of the upper.
"The estimated distance traversed while they were under observation, and

the endurance of the flight, indicated a speed well over 1,000 miles an hour.
"Several observers noted that at the time of the flight the air was so still

that smoke columns rose straight to high altitudes, and flags hung limp against
their staffs. There was no noticeable air movement for an hour, when a rain
storm began to approach the city from the northeast.
"The Arizona Republic during the afternoon received a number of calls

from persons who said they saw the 'silvery balls.' None reported the 'flying

saucers' which have bean reported from so many parts of the country." (xx.)

(xx.)

Phoenix, Arizona. Arizona Republic.

7 July.

Gettysburg, Pennsylvania,

8 July 47.

(afternoon)

The testimony of some students:

"Six 'flying saucers' did a low-altitude, formation maneuver over the Civil
War battlefield here yesterday, according to 16 Gettysburg College students.
"The students said they were picnicking on the historic battlegrounds late
in the afternoon and saw six 'gray, shiny' discs dart across the sky, 'rolling as

they flew.'

"Frank Toms, a senior, said he saw saucers twice and 'each time they were
traveling in two distinct groups.'

" 'I should say they were about six inches in diameter and about 150 to 200
feet above the ground,' Toms added." (xx.)
(xx.)

7 July.

Johnstown, Pennsylvania.

Daily Tribune.

Salt Lake City, Utah, (night)

Ball of fire follows intricate path.

8 July 47.
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A Utah newspaper printed:
"A mounted party of 15 Utahns—including a former army anti-aircraft gun
ner—last night reported seeing a 'ball of fire' which followed an intricate path over
the city.
"The object was headed northwest, explained the ex-gunner named Kimball,
who added:
" 'We noticed it first when it seemed to make a vertical drop of several hun
dred feet. Then it leveled out and moved rapidly northward. It seemed to be drop

ping just north of the fairgrounds as best we could orient it by the spotlights at the
at the Centennial exposition.
" 'It was shiny, and reminded us of fireworks, but didn't behave like fireworks
because it didn't burn out—just kept going until it disappeared.'

"The riding party included Mrs. Jack Currey and Marcie Ivers, noted Utah
horsewoman, both of Salt Lake City." (xx.)
(xx.)

7 July.

Ogden, Utah. The Ogden Standard-Examiner. 8 July 47. p.4.

Oak Ridge, Tennessee,

(about 8:00 p.m.)

Vertical position, lying flat.
An editorial in the Oak Jlidge paper said:

"Just when things were looking blackest, Mrs. Leon Walker of 122 Wellington
Circle has pulled Oak Ridge's good name from the jaws of disgrace and seen some
flying saucers—the first reported over this immediate area. Mrs. Walker's saucers
were spotted sailing over the Gamble Valley area at about 8:00 PM Monday, and
were flying lower (several hundred feet) than any seen to date. Described as having
a golden, shiny appearance, the saucers were moving toward the northwest. Two of
the disks were in a vertical position, or standing on edge, while a third one was lying
flat, as any self-respecting saucer should." (xx.)
♦*

(xx.)

Oak Ridge, Tennessee. The Oak Ridge Journal. 10 July 47. Editorial: "Oak
Leaves."

7 July.

East Point, Georgia,

(day time)

"It just disappeared into thin air."
Our source states:

"Five women driving south from Atlanta observed the reflection from off an

object as it seemed to plough its way through 'the sun's rays.' The object was
watched for ten minutes until 'it just disappeared into thin air.' It was described
as having 'no wings or propeller' and was 'just a bright silver disc.'"

(xx.)
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(xx.)

LaGrange, Georgia. LaGrange Dally News. 8 July 47.

"Just blinked out?'

There was more than one case of UFOs abruptly "disappearing" from view during the 1947
flap. Over the years many more such incidents have been reported. The first thing that comes
to mind is that the witnesses were viewing some sort of optical phenomenon and that nothing
tangible was really being observed. Another opinion was that such visions were supernatural
manifestations—demonic tricks. Not a few people toyed with the idea that the UFOs were things
shifting in and out of another dimension. Others like to think that visitors from the stars were
showing off some highly advanced technology, as fiiturist Arthur C. Clarke expressed it: "Any
sufficiently advanced technology is indistinguishable from magic."
Some 50 years later improvements in stealth capability developed by the U.S. aerospace
industry suggest far-out theories to explain apparent invisibility may not be necessary. Even
crude systems in the testing stage show great promise. Defense contractors acknowledge the
existence of experimental "active-camouflage systems." One example is an exotic aircraft skin
being tested at Groom Lake, Nevada:

"The skin is derived from an electro-magnetically conductive polyanilinebased radar-absorbent composite material. It is optically transparent except when
electically charged, much like the LCDs used in laptop computers. What makes
this new material attractive is that it can change brightness and color instantan
eously. Photo-sensitivejeceptors, mounted on all sides of the plane, read the
ambient light and color of the sky and ground. An on board computer adjusts the
brightness, hue, and texture of the skin to match the sky above the plane or the
terrain below it. The system is also claimed to make the aircraft even steakhier.
The electrically charged skin dissipates radar waves, reducing the range at which
an air defense radar can track the aircraft by as much as 50 percent." (xx.)
(xx.)
7 July.

Popular Science. May 1997 (no page number available)
Flying saucers and the FBI.

A letter to the editor of the Los Angeles Examiner; published July 7th, claimed "Russian

supersonic, atomic-powered, planes" existed. When questioned about the contents of the letter,
an unnamed "top-flight U.S. atomic scientist" was suppose to have said the information was "not
all nonsense." (See clipping on page 13) The alleged source of the information, according to
the letter-writer, was a Russian officer that was a member of the crew of a Russian tanker that
had docked in an American port. If true, this sort of activity was within the jurisdiction of the
FBI. The reality of Russian super-airplanes may have been in question, but the possibility
Moscow agents were attempting a U.S. domestic dis-information campaign was real enough to
act upon. As the newswire out of Los Angeles states, it was recommended that the matter be
brought to the attention of J. Edgar Hoover. It might be said that the Bureau's involvement in

the 'flying saucer' mystery dates from this "Russian story" of July 7th. In any case, messages
from Hoover's agents in the field were received at Washington headquarters on July 7th and 8th.
One mentions a "disc recovery" at Shreveport, Louisiana, an another "recovery" at Roswell,

New Mexico.
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a letter to the Examiner describing the Russian supersoni atompowered planes Resembling the "flying saucers/'
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A day later, the 9th, Brig. Gen. George Schulgen, Chief of the Air Intelligence Requirements
Division of the Army Corps Intelligence, took the initiative (apparently) and formally asked
the FBI to determine: "...if the [flying saucers] reports were the result of attempts by com
munist sympathizers or Soviet agents in the United States 'to cause hysteria and fear of a
Secret Russian weapon.'"

(xx.)

(xx.)

Maccabee, Bruce. UFO FBI Connection.
Minnesota, 2000. p.5.

Llewellyn Publications: St. Paul,

Gen. Schulgen assured Hoover the disc stories were not American secret weapons and might
represent foreign (Russian) craft. The military, Schulgen said, would offer all its facilities in a
join effort in to investigate the flying saucers if the Bureau would cooperate. Clyde Tolson,
Hoover's close adviser, convinced the Director to agree.

(Speculation: Gen Schulgen's quick invitation to the FBI to involve the Bureau in a join
venture may have been deceptive. It could be the Air Force did not wslht the FBI doing an

independent investigation. To foil such a development, a partnership was offered which could
be manipulated by the Air Force to its own advantage. In any event something like that hap
pened and Hoover blew his top. The final result, if our suggested theory is valid, could not
have been better for the Air Force. Hoover kept his distance, out of anger if for no other reason.
-L.E. Gross)

7 July.

UFO cartoon with a political twist.

7 July. Are saucers birds? (See below)

X/r 7,
Suggestion That
Flying Saucers
Are Only Birds

WASHINGTON. July 7—Some of
Jthose flying saucers may be birds.
This would be most likely in the
cast of ground- observers, partic
ularly when only a brief observaUuu Is possible because of obstruct
ing;! uildings and trees.
Small birds in flight do not flap
their wings continuously, but beat
them rapidly a few times, then
dart through the air for a short dis

tance with the wings folded dose.

In the latter phase of flight, birds
could easily present disc-like sUhouettes. Impression of high speed
can easily be given by birds or
otter flying objects flying at mod
erate speedpbut much closer to the
observer than he thinks they are.
fttfVlC«>

(See below)
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7 July.

Denver, Colorado.

The Rocky Mountain News throws gasoline on the fire. (See

below)

Rockg
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DENVER. COLO, MOHDAY, JULY 7. 1947

DISC ARMAD
—STORY ON PAGE 5

7 July.

A problem.

Who to believe?

The selection of "Qualified" observers.

What to believe?
(See page Id)

(xx.)

(xx.) USAF Intelligence Decimal file 09.412 Propaganda.

Entry 213A Box 1-18.
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REPROOUCCD AT THE MA

000.?3

YToa^her

091.u!2 Propaganda

n

?ROU:

AFKIR-CO

TO:

Record

PTOBLFK:

1.

To^ invent!'abe statcnunts of certain persons reported in the
titf gi^hted "KL;'in£ Di3cs."

FACTS MIV DISCUSSIOKt

2. It war> decided, at a siting held in General Sc'nul^n's office
7 July, to select the more "Qualified11 observers of ilying dices and attempt

to socure detailed statements from thorn.

3.
Five were selected - 2 in Seattle, 1 in Fain Springs, 1 in Boise,
and 1 in Washingtont
**

h.

It was also decided to ask AJC for any possible explanations they

miffht have.

FILED UNDER:

OSWfc
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7 July.

Near Port Kingman, Arizona,

(night)

Mystery lights. "He received no answer."
(See clipping right)

7 July.

Rutland, Vermont,

(early morning)

to,
hour.

A Saucer?
A Disc?

Who Knows?

"Hovered over gas plant."

They won't say/It was a disc—

or a saucer — oiv4ny other mysti
fying substance/ All they're sure

A newspaper account states:

"Mrs. Albert Steele of Rutland reported seeing an oval

shaped, multi-colored flying saucer hovering over the CVPS

gas plant early Monday morning during a heavy rain storm.
The center of the 'saucer' was so bright she could not look at
it steadily for any length of time, she said.
"She awakened her husband, she said, and he looked
out the window and then went back to bed. Tm always

waking him during storms,' she said. 'He usually goes back
to sleep.'" (xx.)

(xx.)

Rundolph, Vermpnt. White River Valley Herald.
10 July 47.

A Minor oorroipoQdtitl

nikod

the men If thtfy could describe the
object* in any way, Ely answered

that* h*'could not because Jt was
too' ^arkr.:*'Asked If he had any
Ideas on what It was, Sly said, "It
could "have been an airplane, It

could have been .two airplanes, It

could have been anything".
Ely would say that the lights
on the approaching objects were
bright but seemed to
cast
no

beam, The lights looked Identical
after they passed as they
did
when they were: opproachlpg.
This* seems*'to disprove the
theory' that It could have been
an airplane,* an observer said.
Well, that's lhat;-* you pays
your nickel and takes your chance.
Your guess as to what these- ob
jects are as good as anybody else's.
Of course with the rest of the
country seeing and talking about
flying discs-and flying saucers, a

lot of folks' will .think that these
men sow a flying

saucer,

Ely

naked us toxo+ruVient that a' bromo

.wouldn't•'•clethv up this situation
because he doesn't drink.

of Is that some/Unexplained object,
or rather objects, flew directly to
ward them last
Monday 'night

while thoy wore, flying near Port

Klngman, '

i

Chnrles (Bill) Ely, co-owner of

the Western Atflo Store here, and

Fronk Marbel, an Instructor at the
Morgan j flying.'. Service east
of

Kingman,'were''flying his and Ed
tyjillamV..' Piper .Super- Cruiser
hear the airport at approximately
ten p. rti. last Monday night.
Ely in Id that they had finished
their ( flying and were on their
bnse leg In preparation to landIng when two bright lights ap
proached them from the east The
lights approached them from the
some altitude, about. 600 feet, from
the direction of the north end of
the Hualpal mountains. Ely said
that he blinked his landing lights

twice to notify, the.oncoming .ob
ject that he was landing.
He received no answer.
He blinked the lights
twice

agnln to signal, them of his land*

Ing Intentions,

1

Again, no answer.

By this time Ely said that both
he and Markel figured the lights
were onlyflve or six hundred feet
away.
The '/approaching lights,

the flyers said, looked to be about
twenty feet npart.
After receiving no answer to

his blinking lights, he banked his
nircraft to get out of the way.
Markel saw the two objects sep
arate and In a few moments re

join each other over Kingman and
continue their westward
flight
The luminous lights looked the
same going away as
they did

,when they were approaching.
The two men proceeded to land
and then asked the operations men

at Morgan's If they had heard an
other piano boildos theirs, They

hid not

Uulh kntn agreed that

they heard no noise from the ob
jects while In the atr.
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7 July. Milton, Wisconsin,

(about 6:10 p.m.)

"Triangular formation."

The local press told its readers:

"First report from this vicinity of the appearance of those mysterious 'flying
disks' came when a local trio, John Potis, Harris Buros, and Phillip Schroeder, of
Milton, sighted three of the objects at about 6:10 p.m. Monday evening.
"They had just completed a game of tennis at the college courts and were

walking toward High street when Potts turned and saw 'Something shiny' in the
sky above the gymnasium and heading from the northwest in an easterly direction.
He called his companion's attention to the disks and they watched them for about
two minutes when they disappeared behind the music studio and the campus elms.
"Schhroder described them as three discs like objects which reflected light,
much like aluminum. They were in a position about 20 degrees above the horizon
and were travelling at a speed greater than our fastest pursuit planes, according to
Schroeder who served in the air corps during the war. The objects remained in a
perfect triangular formation, although they did not fly in coordinated motion but
wobbled and turned like a flipped coin. They traveled with an undulating motion,

in an elipsold [sic] orbit. They left smoke or vapor trails. Vapor trails are common

when fast fighter planes attain great speed under certain atmospheric conditions."
(xx.)

(xx.)
7 July.

Milton, Wisconsin.

Milton Courier.

Pawhuska, Oklahoma,

10 July 47.

(night)

"Acrobatic stunts?"

A news account said:

"Six Pawhuskans Monday night saw what they bglieve may have been one of
the mysterious 'flying saucers,' and reported they watched the thing for 15 or 20
minutes in the sky south of the city. At first the group thought the light was from
an airplane, but after seeing it perform acrobatic stunts that no plane could do, they
decided the 'thing' was not a normal kind of light or object." (xx.)
(xx.) Coffeyville, Kansas.

The Coffeyville Daily Journal.

10 July 47.

7 July. Near Boise, Idaho, (about 5:15 p.m.)
A news clipping states:

"Monday evening Mrs. C.W. Ferbrache called a News representative and re
ported that a man from Boston had stopped at their service station and asked if they
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had seen the saucer which had just gone over. He said that the object<was not travel
ing very fast and was not more than fifty feet off the ground right along the highway.
He said it was so low that it looked as though it might have come out of the Ferbrache
garage.

"He said that the saucer looked like a huge umbrella which more than covered

his car as it went over. He also reported that it had gone right over the Highway 30
service station, but a call out there failed to locate anyone who had seen it.
"Mrs. Ferbrache said the incident occurred at about 5:15 p.m. Monday."

(xx.)

Mountain Home, Idaho. Mountain Home News.

7 July. Near Lake Buckeye, Florida.

(xx.)

10 July 47.

(6:30 p.m.)

Bird doesn't like saucers.
According to a local press story:

"The flying saucers mystery took on a local aspect today when it was learned
that at least three Wintef Haven [Florida] persons believed they witnessed the same
phenomenon last night that has puzzled the country for the past few weeks.

"Mrs. Alfred Wade, 1111 6th St. NW, was with her husband visiting their

grove [orange grove?] near Lake Buckeye about 6:30 p.m. yesterday.

Mr. Wade

left the car.

" 'Then I saw the discs,' Mrs. Wade said. 'I told my daughter, 'I believe those
are the flying saucers they're telling about.'

" 'That's exactly what they looked like—saucers. It seemed they were about
the same size too, but I guess they must have been larger. There were three of them,
in 'V formation, two above and one below.
" 'I don't know what they were, but I do know I &w them. There was a bird
flying in the same direction and just as he seemed about to catch up with them—
they weren't moving rapidly—they seemed to stop, and the bird turned right around
flew as fast as he could in the opposite direction.
" 'About that time I got out of the car to try and get a better view. By the time
their size or altitude. They were a beautiful golden color.'
"The two other local people who saw the flying saucers did not give their names.

They saw the discs about 11 p.m. over 34th Street in Inwood.

"These observers said the discs at first appeared white, like large stars, then gain

ed speed and changed in color to a red."

(xx.)

(xx.)

Winter Haven, Florida. Winter Haven Daily Chief.

8 July 47.
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7 July.

Dave Johnson sky search—first day:

"If anyone wishes to report that he hasn't seen a flying disc, I will confirm it for
him.

"I have just come back from flying seven and one-half hours over a 1,100-mile
route in search of some trace of the discs, but I was not among the blessed.
"I didn't see any, and neither did Kenneth Arnold of Boise. He rode with me
inthc Statesman's plane.

We both packed cameras with telescope lens and were

ready to open fire with the film if we saw one of the objects which have been keeping
the nation in an uproar for more than two weeks.

"Arnold, unhappy man, gritted his teeth and moaned most of the way home.
He's the one who can be said to have started the disc stuff, with his report of nine of
the objects wheeling around Mt. Rainier and disappearing in the vicinity of Mt. Adams
in Washington.

"The Statesman's 'Early Bird' ... [not clear in clipping] to within good sight of
the Canadian Rockies, around the atom plant at Hanford and over the rough country
between Mt. Rainier and Mt. Adams.

"We followed Capt. E.J. Smith's airline route from Boise to Pendleton hoping to

see some of the objects he, his co-pilot and a United Airline stewardess reported the
other night.

"On the way up to Pendleton, Arnold broke into a laugh and said, 'Just think of
all the folks who must be walking along the streets looking up for discs.'
"I asked him what the hell he thought we were doing.

"At Yakima, where we ate lunch, at the central aircraft hanger, we nearly had
convulsions when we heard that a fellow in a P-38 up in Montana reported meeting a
disc at 32,000 feet and sending it spinning. We heard it was supposed to have have
had a plexiglass blister on top.

"Later we heard it all was a hoax.

"We told people at Pendleton, Yakima and Kennewich what we were after. I am
proud to be an American when I say that nowhere did we get the whirling finger at
the temple stuff.

"Now about this assignment. The city editor was very explicit when he said he
wanted me to hunt until I fond a disc, or had to give up. I am a Swede from a long
line of Swedes, and I am convinced a Swede discovered America and that a Swede
was the first president of the United States.

"I will keep it up. I still have some of that expense dough in my sweat-soaked
pocketbook and unless the city editor takes it away from me the search will go on.
There is one drawback I can't overcome. Without supercharging, the Early Bird
No.2 is good up to about 14,000 feet. If these things are from another planet, I'm
sunk.

"The Early Bird ran very well to day, the engine sounding like molasses being
poured on flapjacks, until Kenneth began talking about force landing. He chose
that discussion the time we were covering the ridge between Mt. Rainier and Mt.
Adams, a most difficult piece of terrain.
"At that moment the engine began to sound as if it were coming apart. That's

a peculiarity of airplane engines, or maybe of airplane pilots.
doesn't fly, was not along.

The city editor, who
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"I'm off into the blue stuff yonder tomorrow. This time I'm going alone, for
Arnold, who sells fire fighting apparatus, says this is his best season and he's taking
his own plane to Pendleton.

He'll also take his camera.

"Arnold and I are not alone in this disc hunt. Some very solid citizens, includeing pilots on the major airlines, are carrying field glasses and cameras with them in

the same endeavor.

"I hope to be able to report better luck tomorrow. I'm going first up around St.
Maries where discs were reported to have hit a mountain.
"Then around the mountain ad infinitum." (xx.)

(xx.)

Lewiston, Idaho. Daily Tribune.

8 July.

8 July 47. p.l.

Dave Johnson sky search—second day:

"On the eighth day of July, 19487,1 took an AT-6 of the 190th Fighter squadron,

Idaho National Guard, of which I am a member, and flew to northern Idaho, into
northwestern Montana briefly, to Spokane, Washington, and back to Boise by way

of Walla Walla, Washington, and Pendleton, Oregon. This search also was negative
[He would have some luck on his third try], (xx.)

(xx)

Statement of David N. Johnson at Boise, Idaho, July 12, 1947. p.l. Incident

4AF 1208 I 16 July 1947. Frank M. Brown, S/A,CIC 5th AF. Photocopy in
author's files.

*

8 July. Between Caldwell and Notus, Idaho, (daytime)
"Phenomenal objects."

The Parma Review told its readers:

"D.F. Franklin, manager of the Parma Branch Experiment Station, reports that
he saw between nine and twelve 'phenomenal objects'-flying in a westerly direction
while on his way between Caldwell and Notus Tuesday evening. He stated that the

objects were dark to his view as the sun was behind them and that they were travel
ing much faster than he could get his car to go. They disappeared from view by
fading into the sky and did not drop over the horizon. He said that they had an oscilating motion similar to that made by bacteria when viewed through a microscope
in a liquid solution. Mr. Franklin said he could not tell what they were but that he
would say they constituted a phenomenon he would be unable to explain." (xx.)
(xx.) Parma, Idaho. Parma Review,

10 July 47.
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8 July.

Chicago, Illinois.

"Porkchops Charlie," the "Cosmic Kid," and the "dandelion eater."
News from Bughouse Square:

"Bughouse Square, Chicago's refuge of the self-styled intelligentsia, Tuesday
attributed the flying discs to everything from Martian explorations to 'plates carrying
T-bone steaks because they're so high.'
"L. M. (Chollie) Wendorf, a habitue of the one-block park in the Bohemian
quarter on the near north side, pooh-poohed ideas that there is anything 'substantial
behind reports of the discs.'

"Rasping from his soapbox perch, Chollie, who calls himself king ofthe free
orators for five years, shouted that 'the terrible thing is the more water you throw on
it the harder it burns.' The 'it' in this classic figure of speech Chollie defined as
mass hysteria.

"Chollie thinks the visions of flying discs can be erased through healthy living
and that to be healthy 'you got to eat living things.'
"Chollie said he eats 50 dandelion blooms a day, when they're in season, that
is.

"Herbert (Cosmic Kid) Shaw said he favors a theory that the discs are evidence
of activity from other planets. He said this is probable because even science now
has a 'wide open view of the possibility that life exists on some planets.'
"The people of Mars 'have an understanding of cosmic process in advance of
ours and have a theory that the inter-penetration of radiation of energy into inter
stellar space holds the solar system together,' Shaw said.
"He added that the Martians now are making explorations to prove their cosmic
theory and that this explains the flying saucers.
" 'Porkchops Charlie,' a knight of the open road and mouthpiece for the hoboes

of America, said he witnessed flying discs numerous times 'mostly while riding the
boxcars.'

"He declared he believed the saucers were moving shadows between the sun
and earth that travel so fast that they deceive the eye because of their 'electric vi
bration."

(xx.)

(xx.)

Gavzer, Bernard.
Chicago

"Bughouse Square Pooh-poohs Those Flying Saucers."

8 July 47.

(AP)

Reporter Bernard Gavzer asked a vendor who was selling hotdogs in the square what he
thought of the theories and their proponents. The vendor remarked: "These guys probably
know just as much about the saucers as anybody else." (xx.)
(xx.)

8 July.

Ibid.

Near San Antonio, Texas,

"It blurred radio reception slightly."

(about 4:30 p.m.)
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A Texas newspaper reported:

"Sergeant C.F. Clifton, Bergstrom Field aerial radioman, reported seeing one of
the 'flying saucers' bound toward San Antonio as his plane was leaving there. Other
members of the crew also saw the discs.

" 'I think it was about 18 feet in diameter and looked as though it was made of
glass,' Sgt. Clifton said. 'It was extremely bright and kept flashing.'
"Sgt. Clifton said that the crew figured that it must have been flying 1,440 miles

an hour because it overtook and passed their plane in such a short time. It was round
and was flying at a slightly titled angle.

" 'The disc seemed to be spinning as it flew,' Sgt. Clifton reported.

'It blurred

radio reception slightly.'

"Lieutenant Charles O. Anderson was piloting the plane which the discs passed

about 4:30 p.m."

(xx.)

(xx.)

Austin, Texas. American.

8 July 47.

8 July. Near Barnsdali, Oklahoma,

(AP)

(no time)

"300 feet away?"

An Oklahoma newspaper reported:
<*

"A new kind of flying discs—one that scooted along just above the ground—was

reported from Ponca City today by, of all persons, a staid banker and his wife.

"The banker is L.D. Edgington. He is president of the First National Bank at

Ponce City.

"Mrs. Edgington said she spotted the disc, which was about the size of a meat
platter and was a 'soft white, like cloud' while she and her husband drove toward
their ranch near Barnsdali.

"The disc, she said, floated in the air about 300 feet in front of the automobile
and 'danced around.' She said she didn't say anything to her husband about it but
that a moment or two later he spotted the same thing. *♦

"She said she wasn't sure whether they drove away from the discs or it just

disappeared." (xx.)

(xx.)

Muskegee, Oklahoma. Times-Democrat. 8 July 47.

8 July.

Various comments.

— T.P. Ball, Chief Pilot for Delta Air Lines: "Unless this is the first wave in an invasion
from Mars, I don't know what it is."
(xx.)

(xx.)

Atlanta, Georgia. Constitution. 8 July 47.

— Mayor Paul J. Motto of Harford, Connecticut issued this proclamation: "Until the
evidence is more definite that something worth watching is going on, let the residents
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of this land of steady habits refrain from becoming victims of the runaway imaginations
which appear to have taken control in other less settled parts of the nation." (xx.)
(xx.)

Hartford, Connecticut.

8 July 47.

(UP)

An experienced Navy flier: "A Navy flier with five years experience tabbed the discs

as 'space ships' after at first considering all reports as 'crazy.' He changed his mind, he
said in Alameda, Calif., yesterday, after he and 50 other persons saw a group of about
'50 of the saucers in triangular formation near Auburn [California] Saturday.'" (xx.)
(xx.) Washington D.C.

Washington Post. 8 July 47. p.l.

Publishers of the Encyclopedia Britannica: "Many optical and other illusions are per

fectly normal and can be experienced by a large number of people at the same time."
(xx.)
(xx.)

Ibid.

Dr. L.R. Hafstad, executive secretary of the Joint Research and Development Board and
and former director of the Johns Hopkins Applied Physics Laboratory: "Poppycock!"
[It took longer to type his credentials than his "scientific" evaluation!] (xx.)
(xx.)

Ibid.

- British physicist Prof. A.M. Low who suggested the saucers might be artificial satellites:
"The artificial satellite, he explained, might be created by unknown scientists and could
serve many purposes, such as deflecting television or radar beams." (xx.)
(xx.)

Ibid.

- Thornton L. Page of Yerkes observatory, Wisconsin: " 'More psychological than
physical,' was the terse comment of Thornton L. Page, who said Tuesday that the ob
servatory staff considered the current reports *a lot of hokum.' 'It is possible that
luminous clouds, here in the north, are the basis for some of the reports,' Page said.
'Meteors are not a likely explanation, because they appear as points, not platters.'"
(xx.) (Its not clear if this Thornton Page is the person who was a member of the 1953
CIA UFO scientific panel. For one thing, a fast check of UFO literature turned up no
mention of Page's middle initial.)

(xx.)

Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Journal. 8 July 47.

Finally, here are two special comments.
The first one was by the editor of the Boise, Idaho Statesman:
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"Our armed forces, who deny any knowledge of the heavenly saucer's origin

or identity, have even been stirred to do a little nosing around of their own to see if
they can nail one of the flying platters. They've been bitten too savagely a time or

two in the recent decade—remember Pearl Harbor—to let anything of the sort go
long without at least a looksee at its probability."
(xx.)

Boise, Idaho.

(xx.)

Idaho Statesman. 8 July 47. Editorial.

Mr. Lincoln White, State Department Press Officer:
".. .asked whether anyone inside or outside the State Department was in
vestigating the possibility that the objects originated with a foreign Power, said
he did not know of any such inquiry."

(xx.)

Columbo, Ceyloa

(xx.)

Daily News.

8 July 47.

New York, N.Y. 7 July 47. (Reuter)

Sky searches.

Not everyone was sitting on their hands. News stories appeared that told of air searches.

In Idaho Lt. Col. R.I. McDowell, senior air instructor for the 190th fighter squadron of the
national guard announced 11 P-51s Mustangs were conducting an aerial reconnaissance of Idaho,
Oregon and Washington... (xx.)

(xx.)

Twin-Falls, Idaho.

(See page 5)

Times-News.

8 July 47.

Col. Frank Frost, Spokane commanding officer of the 116th national guard fighter squadron
personally flew a P-51 over St. Maries in, a search for reported discs,
(xx.)

Spokane, Washington.

The Spokesman.

(xx.)

8 July 47.

In Oregon, Col. Robert Dodson, commander of the 123rd fighter squadron, ordered two air
patrols daily by camera-equipped P-51s.
immediately to any saucer sighting,

(xx.)

One P-51 was.on a 24-hour standby alert to respond

(xx.)

Ibid.

In Wisconsin Col. Schaefer of the Civil Air Patrol planned mass flights (250 pilots) to search
for the discs after hearing o^f two impressive reports:
"Kenneth Jones, a flight instructor at Elkhorn Air Service, Elkhorn, and Capt. R.J.
Southey, Burlington, both veteran fliers, turned in the latest reports of the notorious discs.
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"Jones said he was practicing take-offs and landings with a student at Elkhorn
yesterday when he saw a 'white ball' traveling at a high speed. He said his plane had
climbed to about 400 feet when he first noticed the object and he estimated its altitude
at about 3,000 or 4,000 feet.
" 'The ball seemed to come straight down out of the clouds, and then stopped for

a few seconds,' Jones said. 'Then it proceeded east on a horizontal course for several
seconds before stopping. When it moved again, it seemed to turn to the left and then
disappeared,' he added.

"Southey said that when he heard of Jones' experience he decided to 'go up and
look around.'
"He said his plane was up about 3,800 feet when he and Clem Hackworthy

Wauwatoss, spotted a fest moving 'silver thing' over Eagle, Wisconsin. He turned
the controls over to Hackworthy and tried to get a picture, when it disappeared, only
to reappear about six seconds later and 10 miles away from his plane.
"Maj. John Schindler, liaison officer attached to the CAP estimated the discs
Jones encounter was moving about 6,000 miles an hour, while the second one report
ed 'probably was going about 2,600 miles an hour."

(xx.)

Beloit, Wisconsin.

8 July.

The Beloit Daily News.

(xx.)

8 July 47.

"Declaration of war?"

Here is what the editor of a Vermont paper wrote:

"Some department of the U.S. government ought to come out with an explana
tion of the identity of the 'flying saucers' that have been seen speeding over various
sections of the country. It is inconceivable that a foreign power should own and
direct the speeding discs over any part of the territory of the United States. Such a
demonstration by a foreign power over United States territory would be a cause
which might easily lead up to a declaration of war. If no department of the U.S.
government has an explanation to make because of ignorance of the facts, it is up
to the scientists to offer some plausible reason for the flying masses—if possible."
(xx.)

(xx.)

u

Barre, Vermont.

Barre Daily News.

8 July 47.

The Vermont editor might have been concerned if he could have seen General Hoyt Vanden-

burg's "Desk Log" for July 7th. At 1:10 p.m. Vandenburg spoke on the phone to a representa

tive of newspaper Toronto Star and said:—., .some National Guard planes were on duty on their
own volition to search for the discs, but that no planes have been put on duty from Headquarters
AAF."

(xx.)

(xx.)

General Hoyt Vandenburg's "Desk Log." 7 July 1947. On file at the Library of
Congress. Also, see page 20 of my work, UFOsA History 1947, p.20.
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8 July.

Near Laconia, New Hamshire. (4:26 p.m.)

Son of the Governor encounters "object."

(See clippings below)

-More Disc Dizziness'

Local Flier Seqs 'Object'
As Saucer Saga Grow?
Another In a series of report* on
Uflying saucers" came today. from
a Portsmouth filer.

"About 20 feet long, 3 feet 'thick,

not quite round, a metallic) grey
color with no detail, such a» motor

or wings." Is the description, given
bv Thomas M. Dale, son of Got.

Charles* M. Dale, of the "something**
he and a companion «aw yesterday
afternoon at 4:26 pm. while'flying
from Laconia' to Portsmouth.'

Dale, ah ATC pilot during the
war, and his companion. Jere Stet-1

uon. Newfields. a veteran of the
Naval Air Corps, who were-closer
$han two mile* to the object, view
ed it head-on, sideways, ^nn also

had a tail view of It.

'Not An

Airplane*

"I would have recognized anv con
ventional kind of airplane.1* Dale
Mated, adding that Its speed was!
exceptional.
,
Dale an4 his companion were go
ing South over Alton Bay. at 3.800

feei. when ihev viewed the* object!
to the east below them, going I
North.

As

the

object

flew

«verj

trees, when first In Dale's vision. he1

could see It quite well, he reported. I
After [several second*, it 'headed

north ovjer the Bay and Lake* Wtnn-

ipesaukep. heading towards Moultonboro. Stetson saw it take a right

turn towards Fryeburg. Me'

The fjjers. who have never seen

anything
believed

like

It

to

upon first view.

this object f before,
be

a

*

pursuit

I

ship

TELLS ABOUT
OBJECT IN AIR
Travels at Terrific Speed
Over New Hampshire
PORTSMOUTH. N. H.. July 8—
Thoma* M. Dale, president of .Yan
kee Airway*. Wocld war II fllei
and son of Governor Charles M.
Dale, landed here today after a
flight from Laconia during which
he had a chance to look down, he
said, on a mysterious* flying ob
ject.
hlle flying between Laconia and

at 4:2$ p. m.rtte~iSrar»

long thln"m<ta! object flying at a
spevd he ettimated at 700 miles an
hour over Alton 3ay>4l£aded ea»t—
toward Wolfebor«. The project I It.

which he said had no wlngsTSwaa,
flying**at an

altitude of less than

1000 feet. It appeared to be of gray

metal material and was not trans*
parent, lie \\a* flying at 2800 feet
and estimated It traveled about
three and one half miles In 18
seconds.
flying well above the object he
was able to see It clearly and to
follow its eastward course, he laid,
adding It was apparently motorlesa
and

pilotless.

Since landing here at the Ports
mouth Municipal Airport Pilot Dale
had conferred with A. B. Skinner
of the Lakes Region' Flying Serv
ice at WoUeboro, , w ho confirmed
Dale's statement that the mys

terious object*passed ovegiead In

an easterly direction.
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8 July. Columbus, Kansas.

(6:15 p.m.)

"It looked like a huge ball, sliced in half."

(See clipping below)

Five Persons See "Flying Disc" As
It Passed Over Columbus Last Night
One of those mysterious things about the size of a small airplane,
In the sky referred to as "flying
discs/' passed over Columbus yes
terday evening at C;1G nnd'was
seen clearly by five persons.
After It disappeared
In
the
southwest, It was still as much of
a mystery as ever
even though

two ot the group which flaw It are

and was around ten thousand
In the air,1* Bailey said. "It
traveling at a rate of Bpced
greater than any plane- and

feet
was
far
.my

guess Is that 'It was going moro
than a thousand miles an hour,"

ho.added.

,

*

Bailey, who has been stationed

former in embers of the air corps;' here for several months as traintrained
In
recognizing Ing officer tor-, the veterans ad
strange objects In the air.
ministration, spent five years In

well

The first to sea the objoct was

the'air corps,

and

during

that

Mrs. Ralph Harreld, 218 North time received special training lit
Parmcnter, who was in her back distance and speed of planes. He
yard. She called to John Bailey, was positive In asserting that tho
veterans administration* trulnlng flying object was traveling at a
officer, her next dooa neighbor, tremendous speed and'that It was
who was also seated Ih the yard. keeping a level course. Whc.n first
Then Fred Jones, who lives just .seen, he judged that it was about
south of the Baileys and who was three miles from
Columbus, dlalso In his back yard, saw it. The rec^ly south of the airport.
two men summoned their wives
All members of t.the party said

from

Insldo tho houncs, nnd

tho

five persona then
watched
the
strange - objcot
as It
streaked
across the sky Th* a southwesterly
direction^*

Mr. Bailey "called the Daily Ad-

vocnte and when a representative
of tho paper arrived on tho.scono,
the

members'of

the. group

were

still excited, hardly believing their

the objoctvjnis of'solid material

siid not

mirage.

a

cloud

When

formation

find seen,

or

It hud

the flat part of the sphere down
ward, but turned slightly in the
air as it passed through the sky,
revealing a rounded
surface 'to
tho spectators/ It was aluminum
color and reflected
the sunlight

on it, members of the group said.
eyed,
hut knowing
tliut Uioy
Mi1, und Mm. llurrold, Mr, mul
to' ' all
have been seeing Mrs. Dal ley and
Mr.
and Mrs.
visions.

*

*

"Wu're all' sober und we've all

seen the same thing," Hailcy said.
"It looked like a huge hall, sjlced

JoncH

occupy i tho

homes built

by

tho

throe

now

Columbia

Building
Development
Corpora
tion on N, Parmcnter. Their, back
yards afford an excellent view of
the »ky, no thoy all had plenty of

In half, nnd It was trnvcllng at
terrific speed," he addc<*.
the
strange
Members of the party said tho opportunity to nee
object was first
discerned
over object, even though it was visible
the tree tops, south of tho three for only a short time. Mr. Ilarhomes and. that
It was
Going rcld did not soo the "disc," ar
shortly
afterward.
southwest. They.. watched
it for riving home
perhaps a minute and a haJf until However, lie was positive he knew

what it was. "Just another flying
*
would nay tliut tho (IIhc or Pontlao, too fujit to .»tny on tJio
whatever you might cull it was ground/,' he explained.
It disappeared.
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8 July.

Bob Considine.

In late 1950 columnist Bob Considine was granted an "exclusive" interview with Air Force

Intelligence Chief Col. Harold Watson. The result was the controversial article, 'The Dis
graceful Flying Saucer Hoax," published in the January 1951 issue of Cosmopolitan magazine.
Unless there was two prominent columnists named "Bob Considine" active in the 1940s

and in the early 1950s, an interesting find among the^nany 1947 flying saucer newspaper clip
pings suggests a question: "Was Bob Considine an innocent victim of Col. Watson's "snow
job," or was he a secret collaborator?"

An INS news wire story out of Denver on July 8, 1947, with the by-line "Bob Considine"
called the disc reports either "nothing" or a "flock of plastic plates." This Considine also wrote

that he had traveled to Sweden in the Fall of 1946 to check on the "Ghost Rockets" and he

states he accepted the official explanation for the "rocket" sightings. This explanation he des
cribes as patently meteors." There doesn't seem to have been much gray in Considine's
thinking. He wouldn't have needed much "snow" apparently. In any case, the 47 clipping is
as follows:

"Now about those flying discs direct from the city where you're just not a
hep kid unless you've seen one.

"Chances are they'll turn out to be (1) nothing, or (2) a flock of plastic lunch
plates jettisoned by airplane hostesses doing some light housekeeping aloft in the
wide blue yonder.

"But the furore raised by the objects, assuming for moment that they are in
deed objects and not a.nation-wide attack of [? Photocopy not clear]...ness, is a
grim footnote to this fretful truce we call peace.
"The A-bomb, the hints of bacteriological warfare, Russian rockets over

Sweden, rudderless rumors about a 'new helium bomb,' U.N.'s sharp cleavage,
the physical and moral crackup of Europe and Asia, and the spread of Russia
toward "the English channel, all have conspired to create a perfect prelude to the
current disc jitters.

"Denver, at the moment, seems to be the main eastern terminal of the discs,
if you believe they originate in California. If you believe they come a whirling
over the North Pole from Russia. Denver would appear to be the southern junc
tion.

"Many souls claim to have seen them over Denver, flying in neat formation
or piling up into the stratosphere. Others, farther west, swear they've seen clus
ters of the pie plates heading for Denver, like fat, homesick angels.
"I was in Sweden last fall checking on a somewhat similar phenomena, the

Russian rockets. The Swedish air force had about 50,000 [!?] declarations in its
possession, in which witnesses described seeing the things pass overhead. In the
case of the Russian rockets there was hard reality to deal with. The Russians and
the German V-weapon men they rounded up at Peenemunde and put to work on
advanced designs, had produced a bigger and longer-ranging V-l and about the
time Sweden was trying to make up its mind whether to sign a stiff commercial
pact with the Soviet and sent some of these cruising over King Gustav's fat and
pleasant domain.

Sweden signed the pact.

"But even though there was reality in this case, as there does not appear to be

I»lan4. Califorau
of ibn

Avilrn'i

Avalon: Ycif roond mcoca (or tourists and tra«kr».
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Air Veterans
in the disc scare, Swedish air force officers were willing to con
cede that perhaps 90 per cent of the declarations on hand were
worthless scraps of paper born of hallucinations and the 'me,
too* complex that is as much a part of human nature as the de
"Most of the supposed detection of Russian rockets had
been made at night during the height of the meteor-shower sea

son and the 'rockets' were patently meteors. Others were obvi

ously written by men and women who could not endure the new

found fame that had come to some neighbor who burst briefly
into the spotlight as a rocket watcher, and they sought the same
publicity for themselves.

"It-was natural that the atomic energy boys would be asked
about the discs. The newly unleashed power remains a complete
mystery to the people in general and it is easy to ascribe all sorts

of apparitions to it.

"Atomic energy machines, rooted someplace, could not pos

sibly cause metal discs to go flying through the air. It is not pos
sible to build an atomically-powered airships at this time.
"Authorities familiar with secret weapons were forced to fib
so much during the war that their scornful denials of the existence
of flying discs actually corraborate the discs in the minds of some
Americans.

"But in this case they are certainly telling the truth. I think

you can stop worrying about discs."

(xx.)

Denver, July 8 (INS). Albany, New York. Times-Union.
9 July 47.

8 July. Catalina Island, California.

Air Force veterans see discs.

AVALON. CataJina bland. July &Three Army

Air

Forte

veteran*

re

l*»ried six "Hying discs** over Cata
tina Ul*nd today and Bob Jung, for

mer aerial photographer, laid he' *uc

sire to breathe.

(xx.)

Sight Discs

(1:00 p.m.)

(See clipping right)

ceedcd in photographing one.

With him • were Kenneth Johnso.
and AJvio Rusto. al»o air force >ctr
rant, who verified hi* itory and *»»•
fcrveral hundred other people al>o »v,
Ihe disc*.
They taid ihe discs appeared a
1 p. m. in two group* of three
Rusk>. a pilot who flew A5 minion

over Europe with

the I&ghth

Ai.

Force, estimated the discs' speed »

R50 mtles an hour.

"They were m two element* of thre*
each,** Rn»so said.

..

The formation came in Iran th*
northeast tnd disappeared over llu
hills to the sooth of Avalon Bay."
Junff »><* the disc* were flyin.
about as fast as the Navy's Tin
Tim" rocket, -whieh he had photv
Kraphed tn flight while in the servKt
Jung, now a* professional Avalo
r»hotOKr\phcr, had his camera wii
him and shot twice before the dis>
were out of light.
Reprint from Lot AogtUs Examine
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8 July.
8 July.

"Sure—He's Seeing things!"

(See cartoon below)

Near Cincinnati, Ohio,
(about 10:00 p.m.)

"Reddish Globe Seen By
Florence Youth."
A news story said:

"James Free, 18, 11 Lloyd Ave.,
Florence, reported yesterday that he
saw a luminous globe, approximately
the size of a basketball. Speeding
thought the sky about 10:00 p.m.
Monday.

//-

"It was flying in a northeasterly

direction, he said, and had a reddish
glow.

"Free said he watched it for five
minutes before it disappeared in the

tt
SURE—HE'S SEEING THINCS!

direction of Cincinnati.

"He was driving on^the Dixie
Highway when he sighted the phenom
enon, he said."

(xx.)

(xx.)

Cincinnati, Ohio. Enquirer
9 July 47.

'/<fV ;*?
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8 July. Muroc AFB, California. Dr. James McDonald investigates. (See below and page 34)

July

Mr.

8,

1947,

Muroc AFB

Oliver Earl Cooper

Thinks

(goes by name of

time was somewhat before noon,

Interviewed 8/5/67,
Telephone:

Area Code

"Earl")

Tuesday

Now living in Lancaster,
805,

California.

942-1522.

In 1947, Earl Cooper was in the Test Aircraft Branch,
working as Maintenance Superintendent,
He hadabout 200 people
under him at that time.
As he? recalled the incident, he was with a group of four
or five people down on Rogers Dry Lake, on the west side of the
lake, near Area No. 1.
They were at the east end of a 10,000-ft
runway, looking to the East, with the runway to their backs.
He
thinks they were running an engine test on the XP-84.
Couldn't
recall if it was a fuel test.
He thinks there was a pilot there,
but no takeoff was involved.
All of the group were asked to make
statements on it later.

It was a clear day, hot.
The object was first seen at about
20-25 degrees elevation off to the East.
It was moving in a
general southerly direction, probably Eastsoutheast, he recalled.
He stated that everybody looked up, but no one would say anything
about it until a £ew began to notice that others were also looking.
Then all began to.watch it 'carefully.
It moved to the South and
then stopped and then moved again and disappeared.
It never moved
up, just horizontally.
He recalled no irregularity of motion, and
it wasn't moving terribly fast.
Perhaps 10 mph.
He did have a
vague recollection of it moving a bit from side to side at times,
but not fluttering, just veering somewhat sinuously, I gathered.
He thought they might have seen it for four to five minutes.
The
shape of the object was elliptical, not a flat disc, somewhat
rounded.
He thought the altitude might have been something like
ten thousand feet.
Near the end of the sighting, it moved much
faster, accelerating rather rapidly before it disappeared.
I have
a feeling that Cooper 's recollections of this are somewhat vague
on the finer details after twenty years.

Cooper did sot recall any other sightings on that same day.
He stated that they were definitely not watching a
seat-ejection
test.
He stated ttfat they were not in a truck.
This seems to
rule out his participation in
it sound as if he were at the

the other two sightings
location where Major J.

and makes
C. Wise was
present.
Near the end of my interview with him, I mentioned
Major Wise's name, and he immediately recognized
it.
Said he
knew him well, had a lot to do with him at Muroc.
Cooper said

that Wise is now a Colonel and located in or near Kansas City.
I don't believe that his knowledge of Wise's name can be taken
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as positive proof that he was at that site, because he did work
with and know Wise well, and he might easily have been led into
making that association by my questions.
Nevertheless, it is a
very

real

possibility

that he was with Wise.

He said that later the object was explained to them as
possibly a weather balloon.
They were told that it changed
apparent size because of "atmospheric conditions".
The color of the object that he saw was an off-white.
recalls no glint from the sun.
Not like polished chromium,

He
he

said.
Obtained Earl Cooper's name from Frank Baker at the May 27,
1967, Las Vegas session of the Civil Air Patrol.
Baker is at
Edwards Air Force Base now.
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8 July.

Brushy Creek, Texas,

(about 8:30 p.m.)

"12 balls in a line." Formed a circle.

At about 8:30 p.m. Sheriff Paul Stanford of Anderson County, Texas, received phone calls

from residents of the community of Bushy Creek which is about 15 miles northeast of the city
of Palestine. People had phoned to say "12 balls" flying in a straight line had passed overhead,
and before the balls passed out of sight they had formed a circle in the sky. The circle began

moving west toward Palestine,
(xx.)

(xx.)

Houston, Texas. The Houston Chronicle. 9 July 47. (AP)

8 July.

Palestine, Texas.

(9:00 p.m.)

"Fear of World's End." Black femilies pray.

"Balls of fire."

This local news story caught the interest of the Associated Press. This account was sent out on

the national newswire:

""By 9 p.m. hundreds of Palestine spectators reported seeing as many as three
balls in the sky at once, moving in a circle. Sheriff Stanford discounted any suggestion
that the balls originated from a spotlight [He described them as "orange basketballs of
fire"].

"Bud Everitt, druggist, chased them for a better view. He said they finally dis
appeared about 11 p.m.

"Mrs. Horace Valentine said she saw two perfectly round balls that 'nearly
scared me to death' when they appeared over her home. She said they seemed to be
playing with each other, the way they jumped around.
"Her husband and Lee Chavers shot up a box of .22 rifle bullets without any effect

on the objects.

"Mrs. Valentine said neighboring negro families thought the world was coming to
an end, and began praying as the balls of fire gamboled overhead." (xx.)
<*

(xx.)
8 July.

Houston, Texas.

The Houston Chronicle.

9 July 47. (AP)

National Guard unit on the alert:

A Delaware newspaper macjp note of the activity of its local National Guard:

"Carefully scanning the skies over Delaware for flying discs, the Delaware National
Guard Air is maintaining al 'alert' until 9 o'clock tonight.
"Last night, Capt. William W. Spruance and Capt. W. Robert Laird, flying a C-47

Skytrain, made a flight over this area and sought flying discs but did not even see a flying
mayonnaise jar or ketchup bottle top." (xx.)

(xx.)

Wilmington, Delaware. Journal-Every Evening.

9 July 47.
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8 July.

Stewartville, Missouri, (about 11:20 a.m.)

Tilted from side to side.
A local press account tells us:

"The elusive flying saucers that are keeping the press and radio comentators

on their toes by their aerial antics, has decided not to pass up Stewartville, and on
Tuesday morning about 11:20 four of the airborne discs were observed by Jim
Flood, Hink Saunders, and Collins Parr, at the blue grass yard in the north part of
Town.
« .
•
* i
"Jim, who first discovered the saucers, said they were flying in a westerly

direction, and appeared to be about 400 to 500 feet high. Their flight was of a

roiling nature and when they would tilt from side to side, they had the appearance

of being constructed of aluminum or some bright metal. When they first came
into view, he said he thought they were paper being carried by a whirlwind in the
upper air currents. He called attention of his fellow workers at the yard to them
and they were visible to both Hink and Collins.

"Some of the more skeptical at the yard who did riot see the discs, suggested

that Jim give them a sup out of his bottle, and let them see them too. But he had
no bottle, and said what he saw was no optical illusion, however, he made no at
tempt to say just what they were." (xx.)

(xx.)
8 July.

Stewartville, Missouri. News. 10 July 47.
Portland, Oregoa (morning)

"We interrupt this broadcast."
The big furore:

"The big furore over flying saucers seemed to have abated considerably in
Portland Wednesday, with only a sprinkling of reports coming from the skyscanning citizens.

"Police got no disc calls during the morning while the KGW switchboard
swamped Tuesday with telephone reports of saucer sightings listed only one
such call by Wednesday noon.

"KGW interrupted programs Tuesday morning to broadcast disc reports,
but as the volumne of calls grew, the station was forced to confine its saucer
comments to regular news broadcasts at the intervals between programs.

"From Beatty, Oregon, the report came that 20 persons witnessed a flight of
'several hundred discs' [a paper plate drop?] which were said to have remained
visible several minutes. Spectators said some appeared to be traveling south
while others headed north." (xx.)

(xx.)

Portland, Oregoa Oregonian.

10 July 47.
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8 July.

Phoenix, Arizona,

(daytime?)

"Birds, balloons, or what?"
This is from an article in the Phoenix Gazette:

"Latest reports of flying saucers over this city reached The Phoenix Gazette

today from L.C. Van Camp, 621 North 20th Place. Van Camp, an instructor in

electricity at Phoenix Technical School reported that he, and about 30 of his
neighbors yesterday saw three of the 'sailing saucers' darting in and out of the
clouds over the northeast section of Phoenix.
"Admitting that he has been a consistent doubter of'flying flapjack' stories,

Van Camp said that he saw some weird objects in the sky when he returned to his

home at noon yesterday.

**

" 'I thought they were birds/ he said, 'but when I looked again, I saw that they

apparently were flying discs.'

" 'There were three of them, Van Camp said, moving from east to west, against

the wind, and entering and leaving cloud formations.'

" 'At first I thought they might be weather balloons,' Van Camp admitted, 'and'
I called the airport, but they told me they weren't, and one of my neighbors pointed

out the fact that the objects were moving against the wind, which would be impossi
ble for a balloon.'
"Word of the flying saucers spread quickly through the neighborhood, Van

Camp said, until about 30 persons were watching the discs play tag iiTthe clouds.
One of the watchers had a pair of powerful binoculars which Van Camp borrowed.
" 'Through the glasses, he said, 'the discs appeared to be made of glass, and
were spinning around. They'd stop and go, disappear into the clouds, and then
they finally flew away.'"

(xx.)

Phoenix, Arizona.

(xx.)

Phoenix Gazette. 9 July 47.

8? (date not clear on clipping) July.

Red Bay, Alabama,

(morning)

"One time is enough."
An AP dispatch from Tupelo, Mississippi said:

"J.H. Minga, Tupelo garageman and private airplane pilot says he saw a flying
saucer while piloting his plane over Red Bay, Ala., early today and added that so far
as he is concerned 'one time is enough.*
"The fast travelling disk came very near to colliding with his plane, Minga

said, and 'only the feet that I had my 4-year-old daughter with me kept me from
taking to my parachute.'

" 'I had been reading about these flying saucers,' he said, 'but never expected
to see one. I was flying at about 500 feet over Red Bay, Ala., when I saw the disk
directly in front of the plane. The disk seemed to dip toward the plane at one point
despite the feet that I dived toward the ground to avoid the whirling, pancake-shaped
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object which glistened like silver/

"Minga said his plane was traveling at about 95 miles an hour when he first
saw the disk and he was traveling about 120 miles an hour when the 'saucer'

suddenly sailed away in front of him and vanished from sight [a good trick for a

balloon]."

(xx.)

(xx.) Tupelo, Mississippi. 8? July 47 (AP) Also: Baton Rouge, Louisiana. Morning
Advocate.

8 July.

9 July 47.

Woodbum, Oregoa (shortly after 3:00 p.m.)

"Whizzing Whatzit."

(See clipping)

8 July. Seattle, Washington.
"Glass dome?"

Welkin Watchers

Witness Waltzing,
Whizzing Whatzit

(2:30 p.m.)

(See clipping)

The first report of the
ance

of

one of

the

appear

mysterious

"flying saucers" in the Woodburn

I vicinity was made

to the

Inde

pendent Wednesday morning by
Mrs. Aldena Jones of 577 W.
Fourth street who, with five oth-'
er local residents, saw one of the.

passing

objects in the air east of here
fehortly after 3 o'clock
Tuesday
afternoon. It stayed in this area
fop^nearlyhalf an hour and then

Seattle,*; fyjJ0

dikf

tin

"went off "toward" Salem

tte

ecks\yesteyj \\%%%

The

Reports of ditto .seen >0veY Se
peat- Mon
attle, which reached i> peat
r sharply, ;fOnly
fOl
day, night,' fell ofr
two reports, ware .phontfe'to The
PbBtIntelHgehcef *U§day^y?sUrday,.

Vv

r?

\f %

*

flying a seaplane over-the-Sound
off Ballard, saw twp or/tnrtfS, disks

over the. Olympic ^buntaiiuWhigh
and going yery fast," .jtbonfetp a.

m., he said.
' - Earl Kleapke, 8004 17tb ■ Ave,,' 8.

W. said he saw aeingl*. disk Jat
1:30 p. m.* ltwai ttaveilognortb.
sf bverthe city at "about ,T5

of SO miles an hour/'J'moying to a
straight line with an up-and-down

- v [ ■ ■; i;''vt' %&&' 5 r±

He- said th«

dlBk1twt«'"Tery

I glass dome atop It "Klftnpkevsa4d h«

I observed th* disTt,,through field
; glasses for seven minutes and that
1 his mother saw the disk, too. X •

went ,up. and

reported. She stated that the ob
ject looked like a silver disc ami

&

shiny,", oval-shaped, about 8 v feet
I high and 10. feet long, (And had; fc

"saucer"

down in the air and every once
In a while would be hidden by a
puff of smoke, the local watcher^

Chet Proud, 3d4fr N.<3$th\St,

motion."

like a

flash," according to Mrs. Jones.

Woodbum

Independent
10 July 47

shone like a star. Jt appeared to
be about six inches across to the
local people but must have been
much larger since it was high In
the sky.
Mrs. Jones staled that
others who saw the "flying sauc
er" were
Mrs.
Hill
Kingsland,
Mrs. Mary Griffet, Gus Foumal
and two neighbors.
Reports of the^mystcrlous "sau
cers" started June 27 when Ken
neth Arnold of Boise, Idaho, land
ed his plane at Pendleton and re
ported having seen nine saucershaped shjny objects dipping and
skimming at high speed through,
the sky between Mt. Rainier and
Mt. Adams In Washington. Since
then the "discs" have been report

ed sighted in-all but four stat£aj|n

the Union ami a couple of claims
have been made from overseas.
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9 July.

Dave Johnson sky search—third day:

"On the ninth day of July, 1947,1 continued the search, again using a national
guard AT-6, this time centering my efforts over Owyhee mountains west and south
west of Boise, a portion of the Mountain Home desert on a track southeast of the
Mountain Home army air base, thence into the Sawtooth mountains, and back in
the general direction of Boise on a line carrying me well to the north of the Shafer
butte forest service lookout station, into the Horseshoe Bend area, and thence back
in a southwesterly direction to a point between Boise and the village of Meridian,
west of Boise a few miles.

"During this search, which lasted approximately two and one-half hours, I
flew under and around rapidly forming cumulus clouds over that area known as the
Camas Prairie, east of Boise. The clquds were near the village of Fairfield in that
valley, and Fairfield is 75 miles airline distance east of Boise. At that time I saw
nothing in the vicinity of these clouds.

"At the time I reached the point between Boise and Meridian, I was flying at

an altitude of 14,000 feet mean sea level, which would be a mean average of 11,000
feet above the earth in this area, not considering errors in the altimeter induced

either by barometric changes since my takeoff, or by the temperature at that altitude.
"I turned the aircraft on an easterly heading, pointing toward Gowen Field, and
had flown on that course for perhaps a minute when there suddenly appeared in the
left hand portion of my field of vision an object which was black and round.
"I immediately centered my gaze on the object. At that time, due to its erratic
movement, I thought I was seeing a weather balloon. I called the CAA's communi
cation station at Boise, and asked if the weather station had recently released a
balloon. The reply from communicator Albertson was that the bureau had not. I do
not remember his exact words; I am under the impression he said 'not for several
hours' or gave me the exact time of the previous release, which was around 08:30
that day.

"Upon hearing this response, I turned the aircraft broadside to the object, pulled
back the plexiglass covering to avoid any distortion, took my camera from the map
case, and exposed about 10 seconds duration of eight millimeter motion picture film.
During the time the camera was at eye level, I could not see the object because of the
minuteness of scope introduced by the optical view finder with the camera, an f. 1.9
Eastman, was equipped.

"Taking the camera away and once again centering my gaze on the object, I ob
served it to roll so that its edge was presented to me. At this time it flashed once in
the sunlight. It then appeared as a thin black line. It then performed a maneuver
which looked as if it had begun a slow roll, or a barrel roll, which instead of being
completed, was broken off at about the 180-degree point. The object rolled out of
the top of the maneuver at this point, and I lost sight of it.
"This entire performance was observed against the background of clouds pre
viously forming over the Camas Prairie. The object appeared to me, relatively, as
the size of a twenty-five cent piece. I do not know how far away it was. I do not
know, nor can I truthfully estimate, its speed. I can only say it was not an airplane,

and if it was at a very great distance from me, its speed was great, taking into con
sideration that apparent speed is reduced to the viewer if an object is a very great
distance away.
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"I forgot to look at my clock to determine the exact time I saw the object. The
CAA's log of radio contacts shows my first contact to have been made at 12:17

hours. But a few seconds elapsed between the time I first saw the object, and the
time I called the CAA's station.

"I subsequently related over the radio a description of what I saw, and commun
icator Albertson may remember it. The control tower may have a recording of the
conversation.

I have not checked to determine that.

"The purpose of my relating over the air what I saw was to enable rapid trans
mission of the report to the newspaper, for at that time I was on assignment and my
energies thenceforth were devoted to (1) transmitting the information and (2) con
ducting a further search, which I did after landing for fuel and to make some tele
phone calls.

"The next search, begun within half an hour after landing from the first one,
consumed another two hours, but was negative. I explored thoroughly the region
where I saw the object.

"Immediateluy after sighting the object, I asked if there were other aircraft in
the area. There was a P-51 of the 190th squadron practicing maneuvers in the vicin
ity of Kuna, but that was behind me. A C-82 passed" over Boise, but I saw that air
craft go beneath me by some 2,000 feet.

"The P-51 in the vicinity of Kuna proceeded to the area where I saw the object,
at my request, and conducted a search. It was negative. During the afternoon,
flights of P-5 Is were sent out to cover the area, and some of them flew high altitude
missions on oxygen.

These searches were negative.

"I was subsequently informed that personnel on both the United Air Lines side
of Gowen field, and on the national guard side, observed a black object maneuvering
in front of the same cloud formation, which by now had grown so that the clouds
reached a probable height of 19,000 or 20,000 feet from a mean base of 13,500 or
14,000 feet, mean sea level. Three of these men were national guard personnel and
I talked to them, asking them to describe what they saw, before telling them my story,
in order to avoid suggestion or inference of a leading nature. They saw the object
(from the ground) while I was on my second search. They believed the time to have
been 14:00 hours. The object performed in the same erratic manner, they said, as I
observed.

"The above is the extent of the story, and information concerning myself is now

in order.

"I have approximately 2,800 hours of flying time in equipment ranging from
primary trainers to B-29s. Of course, that does not increase my powers of observation
except as to those practiced daily by an airman. It does not make my eyesight any
sharper except as to the incidental demands upon the eyes of a pilot.
"At the time of the experience related above, I had flown fourteen and one-half
hours on an assignment to find a disc and if possible, to photograph it. In all frank
ness, I was tired. I may have been suffering, although slightly, from want of oxygen.
"Prior to sighting the object, I had concluded there was no point in pressing the
search, that I probably would never see the disc-like objects referred to by Arnold
and by Captain Smith of United Air Lines.
"At all times during the search, both on that day and the two preceding days

41

(particularly when I was with Arnold) I had literally talked to myself to keep beat
ing into my head that I would not fall victim to the power of suggestion or selfhypnosis arising from a naturally very intent desire to find a disc and bring success
to the assignment given me.

"I therefore do not believe that I was the victim of suggestion or hypnosis. I
I am familiar with the optical illusion of a fixed object beginning to move after it
is watched a sufficient length of time. I know what tricks the eye»will play as to
moving bodies, and have learned of this particularly during night formation flying.
"I saw the object appear suddenly. If it had moved in a jerky fashion (as it did
at first) for the full length of time I observed it, I would not be so strong in saying
that I saw something not an aircraft, not a balloon, and not a corpuscle moving
across the retina of either eye. The maneuver described by the object when its edge
was presented to me convinces me that I saw an object actually performing in an er
ratic flight path.

"The question remains, of course, whether I saw it. The motion picture film,
developed and processed by R.W. Stohr in the Eastman laboratories at 241 Battery
Street, San Francisco, showed no trace of any object. Stohr says that if it was more
than a mile distant from me at the size I described, the object would not have regis
tered sufficiently on the film to be shown. He said it probably was too far away to
be apparent even though great enlargement ofthe negative, and enlargement in that
case is limited because of the size of the film and the feet I did not have any teles
copic equipment on the lens. The exposure was f.16, stop set at infinity, at a speed
of 16 frames per second.

"I have worried over this matter a great deal since seeing it. I 'took myself
aside' and said, 'come now, Johnson, don't be stupid.' But I cannot bring myself to

the point of thinking I did not see anything.

The impression of the moment was too

vivid, too realistic, and I knew in the air when I saw that partial slow roll or barrel
roll, that I was not a victim of illusion.
"I trust this matter will be of help to those investigating the flying disc pheno
mena which have been reported.

"A chart is attached depicting the movements of the object as I saw it.
"This statement is made voluntarily and freely, in response the request of Mr.
Brown and Captain Davidson, who called on me this morning [12 July 47]." ,(xx.)
(xx.)

Ibid.

(See chart showing object's movements on the next page)

Dr. James McDonald interviews Dave Johnson's wife.

(See page 43)

9 July. "Did you see the newsreel at the Lincoln theater?"

"Responsible" authorities favored "hysteria" or various prosaic natural explanations for the
"disc visions" but there were some impressive persons in science and the military that suggested
American secret devices as the cause for all the excitement. There may have been an official
secret policy to calm the public, and with the sighting reports so vivid it behooved the powers-
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Chart to which reference is
made on page six,

statement

of iiavid N. Johnson.
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This design portrays the movements of the" object to
which referenoe is made in the attaohed statement.
At
all times tho objeot appeared as blaok. Positions (l)t

and (3) show the jerlcy, rising motion.

(2)

Position U) is where

the object rolled, presenting its edge to me.
It then
followed the dotted line, rolling over the top of the maneuver
and disappearing at position (5),
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July 9,

1947,

David Johnson

Boise,

Idaho

(now deceased)

Interviewed his wife

(Myrj^a Johnson) 8/13/67.

Present address:

3128 Treasurer Drive, Boise, Idaho,
Tel.- area code 208
343-2464

Zip 83703

Dave Johnson, former aviation editor for the Statesman, died in 1964.
I first contacted his brother who now lives in Boise, but he knew

nothing about the sighting.

He referred me to Dave's wife.

She confirmed, recollectively, Dave's flight in which he saw the UFO,
but was unable to give me any details.
She has a scrapbook on it
but I did not press her for clippings, although she insisted that
she send me some on loan.
She said that he was going up daily with Ken Arnold to see them.
This is the first I ever heard that he might have been with Arnold,

and in fact,

I doubt it because other accounts indicate he was in

a National Guard AT-6

She mentioned

trainer.

that Dave dropped all of his interest in the

flying

saucer problem quite abruptly after some Army Air force personnel

told him to "lay-off."
He had been in
with Air National-Guard activities.

the Air Force and was affiliated

That is about all I got directly from her concerning Johnson's sighting,
but she mentioned to roe that whe*n he was in the Air Force, during the
Korean action, she saw a UFO while they were stationed at George
She had been standing
Air Foree Base, Victorville,' California.
oucside in her back yard talking to a friend, looking across the
patio wall off into
two objects far off

the distance
to the east,

as she
shaped

talked at dusk.
like two saucers

She saw
put together,
metallic in appearance, the size of a large aircraft, far away.
Curiously, she did not even mention (ztjese to the person whom she
was facing.
Some aircraft approached them, and they went off rapidly
and she lost them from sight.
She mentioned this to Johnson, who was
an officer ac that time, and he checked with radar and found chat
they haa been seen on radar.

Mrs. Johnson knows both Ken Arnold and his wife quite well.
She saic
thac Arnold has beooroe reluctant to talk abouc flying saucers.
She
felt thac he was a reliable person, and regards his sightings seriously.
Arnold is still in Idaho, chough still plans to go to Australia when
he has disposed of some properties.
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that-be to offer a more tangible answer.

The phone rang at the newspaper office of the Mt. Vernon, Washington, Herald, on July 9th.

A woman was calling to ask the editor if he had seen the newsreel playing at the local Lincoln
Theater.

The editor had, and that day he mentioned it the paper:

"As the newsreel flickered across the screen of the Lincoln theater the past
few days many a local goer must have thought he had the solution to the mystery.
"There on the screen was a queer airplane, in the experimental stage, called

a 'Flying Flapjack' and bearing an uncanny resemblance to the description of the
mysterious saucers seen across the country and abroad. The new plane is almost
round and only a few feet thick in the center, narrowing to a fine edge, just like
the discs.

"As the commentator droned on, adding information about the plane's

ability to hover like a helicopter, and to fly at almost 700 miles an hour with the
aid ofjet propulsion the words 'flying saucer' and 'floating discs* could be heard,
whispered from neighbor to neighbor in the audience." (xx.)
(xx.)

Mt. Vernon, Washington.

9 July.

Herald.

Shippenville, Pennsylvania,

9 July 47.

(shortly before 9 p.m.)

V-formation.

According to an Oil City paper:

"The latest report of'flying saucers' seen in this district came last night from

M.C. Breneman of Shippenville who stated that a 'V formation of the discs was
visible shprtly before 9 p.m. Wednesday near Shippenville.

"According to Mr. Breneman, who with his wife and daughter were awaiting
an airplane at the Shippenville airport, a group of disc-like objects was traveling at
a height estimated at 4,000 feet.

" 'About 13 or 14 of the objects seemed to be included in the group,' Mr. Brene
man stated, 'and they were all traveling at a very higrnrate of speed. They were of a
dark color and did not make a sound.'"

(xx.)

(xx.) Oil City, Pennsylvania. Oil City Derrick. 10 July 47.

9 July. Kincardine, Ontario, Canada,

(shortly before daybreak)

"The most amazing thing I have ever seen."
A Canadian press story tells us:

"An all-night chore going over form land with a tractor was interrupted for
Francis Boyle, Huron township former when five objects he described as flying
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saucers skimmed across the sky three times in two types of formations, the third
a solid mass.

"The objects appeared in the sky shortly before daybreak. The startled
former rushed in and jotted down what he had seen and his reaction.
"He wrote: '1 glanced up at the sky and to my surprise saw what appeared
to be a small dark cloud in the perfectly clear sky. As I watched, the object grew
closer and then could be distinguished as several objects, five in perfect formation,
three behind and two in front. As they drew closer the formation changed and to
the eye they were five abreast moving around in the sky. The saucers disappeared
twice and returned again, distinguishable as five objects but the third time they ap
peared as a single mass.'

" 'It was,' he recounted, 'the most amazing thing I have ever seen.'
"He described them as saucer shaped on the bottom

with a rough outline on top. Though ffe shut off his tractor,
he could hear no accompanying noise nor were any lights

visible on the saucer [s].
"As a clincher, Mr. Boyle added: 'In case anyone may

think I was dreaming, I may say that you don't drive a
tractor in your sleep, at least not for long.' " (xx.)

[LARGE GROUP .
'REPORTS STRANGE
LIGHT IN SKY
"n»e fivinp discs — thai

i

for I

weeks have bad the nation in a!

(xx.)

London, Ontario, Canada.

9 July. Near Portola, California,

Free Press. 10 July 47.

(about 8:30 p.m.)

turmoil

!
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I

A group of 50 boys and wcr.il I

adults, including Mrs C A
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Wat-'

Lodge boy*' [

camp, and Forest Ranger Art Gil
ford, taft night saw a ue.rd «per-

Ucle that they attributed to one

"Strange light in the dark sky."

(See clipping right) (xx.)

of the disci

While Gifford was giving a talk

to the bovs of the camp alt taw
a

(xx.)
9 July.

Portola, California. Portola Reporter.
Grand Falls, Newfoundland, Canada,

10 July 47.
(evening)

Grand Falls is agog.
Phil J. Ryan, correspondent for the St. John's Evening

Telegram took notes on a UFO manifestation on July 9th.
The Telegram passed on the story to its readers:

strange light

slov.lv descend}

from the heavens and apparently I
land on Beckwousth peak
f
Mrs Walton described it «*

"large bnrht and round"
"It was different than anything
nrjyone

had

ever

won

in

the

sky." she ndded
The object she said, appeared

M though it might have been
lighted from the Inside It was

far larger than any it or tnd fell
more slowly than a falling star

h was seen about 8 30 P M
After

being

informed

sight reported last night
Officer

Genrge

of

Cattleman and

Roy Mitts said they had seen a I
similar spectacle about four'
weeks ago

Thry were standing nrar trie

" 'All Grand Falls is agog today about the spectacle
of flying saucers over our town last night,' Mr. Ryan
related in a telephone conversation last evening.
"Apparently, Constable Eric Kearsey was the first

to see the first flight of four wafers at 11:30. He called
several other people, among them Mr. John Jackman, of
Cochrane street, St. John's, all of whom corroborated
seeing the phenomenoa

Justice

« ecu ard

court

dow n

building
the

allot

■

looking

w hen

| the) saw an uncannv ligM pass*
mg through the skv It was trav
eling westward over the Feather |
rher canyon, they sa.d. wid ,
seemed to disintegrate m the i

sky

—The cnus« of the strange spec*
tjele* remains a national myslerv
and keen Interest * i« Hxplaved
I in San F"rancl*co and Rrnn last
|night when the report was tele-

|phoned to newspapers there

"The objects, according to Constable Kearsey, were four in number, yellow
ish in color, were flying in close formation with a dipping motion and at terrific

speed.

J

lhe<

Police

'
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tion.

"There was no wind at the time, and they were heading in an easterly direc

"At 11:40 another 'saucer,' about the size of a barrel head came over the town

in the same direction.

"Mr. Ryan said the people who witnessed the flight of plates, saucers, or what
ever they may be, described the objects as being very bright, in fact dazzling, and
going like a ypu know what out of you know where.
"Those observers were thrilled at their experience, and, with others at Grand
Falls, were scanning the skies yesterday in the event of a reappearance.
"Mr. Ryan stated that a careful investigation by him yesterday had absolutely
convinced him of the authenticity of the flying saucer appearances over Grand
Falls."

(xx.)
*>

(xx.)

St. John's, Newfoundland, Canada.

9 July 47.

Parma, Idaho,

Evening Telegram.

11 July 47.

(no time)

According to the local press:

"Mr. and Mrs. C.E. Gough drove out to the Goddard form and were conversing

with Mr. and Mrs. Goddard, and keeping an eye on the heavens, when Pete Edgar

came out from the house next door and pointed to three objects in the sky.

"The Roswell air must be full of alcoholic fumes for, sure enougfe there were
three bright objects maneuvering somewhere over toward Owyhee Dam. They ap
peared at an angle of about 20 degrees from the horizon and flew in a V formation

in tight circles. After a few circles they would disappear to reappear again in just a
few minutes. The objects were visible for approximately ten minutes." (xx.)
(xx.) Parma, Idaho. The Parma Review. 10 July 47.
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Houston, Texas.

"Sociable Saucerite."
The Houston Post reported:

"Here is the disc yarn to end all saucer stories in a disc-dizzy nation:
"A merchant seaman who swore he never touched a drop, telephoned The Houston

Post and said a big silver disc landed in front of him while he was walking in Acres
Home addition.

"A little man, two feet tall and with a head the size of a basket ball, climbed out of
the disc and shook hands with him, the seaman said, then climbed back in and whirled
away into the blue.
" 'Did he look like a man from Mars?' the reporter asked.
" 'I dunno,' the seaman replied. 'I never saw a man from Mars."'
(xx.)

Houston, Texas. The Houston Post.

9 July.

(xx.)

9 July 47. p. 1.

Captured Roswell disk story on the AP wire.

"It might be calamitous^ What if there really were 'men from Mars!'"

An Illinois newspaper does UFO historians a favor:
"It all started a little before 4:26 p.m. yesterday when an Associated Press bulletin

came over the wire.
"The bulletin said, 'Roswell, N.M.—The army air forces here today announced a

flying disk had been found on a ranch near Roswell and is in army possession.'
"Then things began moving fast.
"Four minutes later, the first add came on the bulletin. It said that Lt. Warren
Haught, public information officer of Roswell field, announced the object had been
found 'sometime last week.' And the story also said the object had been sent on 'to
higher headquaters.'

"Second Add Arrives.
"At 4:55, the seconded came, telling where the 'disk' had been found. (The 4:55
story was '95,' an AP designation of priority of messages, showing it is next in import
ance to a bulletin or bulletin matter.) Then the second add was repeated for all papers
needing it. The repeated story was timed at 5:08.
"This repeat was followed immediately with another which explained that the story
had been broken by a radio reporter. This came at 5:09.

"Another '95' was sent at 5:10 addressed to editors.

This announced, for the infor

mation of newspaper editors, that the Associated Press had begun to go to work on the
story.
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"Then the movement really rolled into high gear.
"Washington Says Nothing.

"One minute later, at 5:11, the third add to the bulletin announced, 'The war
department in Washington had nothing to say immediately about the reported find.'
That meant the AP was on the job investigating.
"Following that, there was a breather. AP sent other news, but there was no
doubt that reporters, both in New Mexico and Washington, were at work.
"At 5:53, the AP story began to be moved. Another bulletin was sent with a
Washington dateline. It was a story about a statement by Brig. Gen. Ramey, saying
the 'disk' had been sent to Wright field, Ohio.
"Typographical Error.

"At 5:56 and 5:59, adds to the bulletin were sent. And at 6, there was a correction
to a typographical error, followed with a continuation of the 5:50 add.
"Finally, at two minutes after 6, AP had put together a complete story and started
transmission of the 'First Lead Disk.'
"It started like this: 'Albuquerque, N.M.—The army air forces has gained posses

sion of a flying disk, Lt Warren Haught, public information officer at Roswell army
airfield, announced today.

"That lead was to be integrated with the 5:56 and 5:59 stories and to be used with

subsequent stories to be sent.

" After another add at 6:04, a story from Oelwein, Iowa, was sent through of an

Iowa farmer who claimed he had found a disk.

"But that story, at 6:31, was pretty well ignored. There evidently was no official

backing. „

"At 6:59, there was more from New Mexico, and at 7:03, another First Lead story,

dated Washington.

"The Washington story gave the first real hint that all wasn't solved.
possibilities, it stated, that the object was only a meteorological device.

There were

"General To Speak.

"A new bulletin came through at 7:15, saying that General Ramey would speak
over the National Broadcasting company network.

7:29.

"Another '95,' listed 'Precede Washington. Lead all disk,' came over the wire at
This meant that it was a lead to go at the start of a story to contain all material

sent to that time.

"The '95' was broken at 7:29 for another bulletin.

"It said, 'Fort Worth—Roswell's celebrated 'flying disk' was rudely stripped of
its glamor by a Fort Worth army airfield weather officer who late today identified the
object as a weather balloon.' The bulletin was sent at 7:30, just three hours and four
minutes after the story had first broken and two hours and 20 minutes after the Associ
ated Press reporters had begun investigations.

"That was the word that many editors had been hoping for. The people who had
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been debunking the flying disk story weren't quite certain whether they wanted a solu
tion to be found. Of course, a big story on flying disks would be fine, most of them
thought, but it's a good story as it is. A solution might be more than embarrassing. It
might be calamitous. What if there really were 'men from Mars!'

"After the bulletin, the rest of the '95,' which was already on the tape, limped
through. But the story already was killed. And AP reporters could relax for a while
until someone else 'found* a flying saucer."

(xx.)

(xx.)

Champagne-Urbana, Illinois. The Daily Illini. 9 July 47.

'AP Wires Burn With

'Captured Disk' Story."

A special note on the code word "Majestic."

UFO researcher Brad Sparks discovered a 1945 document with the code word "Majestic:" At
the time there was no indication of what the code word referred to. This was cleared up when
some information bearing on the matter was discovered in Richard Frank's book: Downfall The

Endofthe ImperialJapanese Empire. Random House: New York, N.Y.,1999. p.277. It says
that: "The Joint Chiefs of Staff notified MacArthur, Nimitz, and Spaatz that administrative errors
had permitted the Olympic code name [The code name for the invasion of Japan which never
took place thanks to the atomic bomb] to be published in a memorandum classified only as res

tricted. Accordingly, the Joint Chiefs ordered that henceforth Majestic should be substituted for
Olympic^

There is a policy against reusing code words. One wonders if this applies in any

way to the UFO "Majestic-12" controversy?
Anti-saucer PR effort?

There were a number of "anti-saucer" statements from official

sources beginning July 8th led by President Truman (See some on
pages 33-34) himself who compared the "saucer craze" to the
"Moon Hoax" back in the 1800s. This suggests an official PR
effort to stem the excitement. It is significant to note that very
few "debunkings" mentioned Roswell. Instead they were aimed
at saucer reports in general.

H

One very suspicious event was the appearance in the press that
Lt. Haut had: "...reportedly told reporters that he had been 'shut
up by two blistering phone calls from Washington.'" (xx.)

(xx.)

ARMY,fiAYY LEADERS
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BlUttriag
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for Calling

W«atb»r felloon "Saucer"
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1m, Julyt—4Uporu o* Hf.
tlMn« tftmtofc Uw thy

navy bee** a Mnr««ir«l«4

Las Vegas, New Mexico. Review-Journal 9 July 47.
V

Haut told UFO researcher Kevin Randle he was certain he never received any such phone calls.
Haut said it would have been an experience a mere Lieutenant could never forget, (xx.) Was
(xx.)

Randle, Kevin. Roswell UFO Crash Update. Global Communications: New
Brunswick,N.J., 1995. p.lll.

a fake news item part of a PR effort?
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Congress Peeved.

Besides trying to rein in public excitement, a PR effort had another important group to calm.
(See clipping below)

They Joke, But Congress Peeved

About Holdout On Flying Discs
Dr. Vtnntvar Buth, pmldent eltho
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Another little thing about the Roswell case.

There is no mention in available Roswell books

or articles (To my limited knowledge—L.E. Gross) of the following, but first let me say the

source does not indicate if the "object" in question was that examined in Roswell or at Fort
Worth. A press clipping stated: "Those who saw the object said it had a flowered paper tape
around it bearing the initials 'D.P.'" (xx.) Other news stories concerning recovered weather
(xx.) Winsted, Connecticut. Evening Citizen. 9 July 47.
balloons indicate the two letters designate the launch site.

It would interesting it could be

confirmed that "D.P." was Fort Worth or Roswell. There are other missing items also. The
deputy that first encountered Brazel when the rancher came to town with the "saucer" material
was a man named "Black." No research has been done on that Roswell witness.
An American that was not fooled:

"Unquestionably the majority of the 'flying disc' reports are figments of the
imagination. Once one has made conscious of the possibility of flying discs, it
is easy for the imagination to play tricks.
"On the basis of what I have read I would be ready to laugh at ALL the re
ports—except for two things. First, in my opinion the Army has 'let the cat out
of the bag' as a result of some of the statements of high officers and their unnec
essary desire to substitute implausible, misleading explanations....
"My second reasoafor not being willing to laugh off all these reports is that
too many people of sound judgement and reputation have reported seeing these
discs under circumstances which would make similar natural phenomena ex
tremely unlikely.
(xx.)

The plausible disc reports all agree closely."

El Paso, Texas. Times. 9 July 47. Letter to the editor.

(xx.)
Thomas M. Morse.

Silver City, New Mexico.

9 July.

Southeast of Lake Koshkonong, Wisconsin,

Chickens seek cover.

(about 5:30 a.m.)
w

A news report stated:

"Lewis Krause, farmer living southeast of Lake Koshkonong, near the Otter
Creek school, is the first person in this vicinity to report having seen one of the
'flying saucers.'
"About 5:30 Wednesday morning, Karuse said he noticed his chickens

'hunting cover' as they do when a hawk hovers over the premises.

They darted into

the barn where he was milking.

"Looking out of the barn to the southwest he saw an object flying toward Lake
Koshkonong. He described it as being silvery green, floating with a sort of titilating
motion. He said it looked about the size of a half moon but it was not high in the air.
It made no noise and when asked how fast it was going Krause said 'About as fast as
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a fish darts through the water.'"

(xx.)

(xx.) Fort Atkinsen, Wisconsin.

Fort Daily News.

10 July.

Temple, Texas,

10 July 47.

(daytime)

"There's no doubt about it."
A Waco paper reported:

"Smith Tarrant, who has seen practically every kind of aircraft in use in the
world for the past eight years, saw two flying disks over Temple last week, and the
stocky little one-time fighter-bomber pilot says he is completely baffled.
" 'I saw them,' he said positively Tuesday during a business visit in Waco.
'There's no doubt about it. But don't ask me what they were, I just don't know.'
"Tarrant, now a Temple automobile dealer, fought German and Italian aircraft
during his long service in the recent war. He flew missions from Russia. He was an
Air Corps officer for eight years and knows his airplanes. But he can't explain the
objects he watched in the sky last week.
"Here is his story:

"Last Thursday, Tarrant was standing in the door of a welding shop at the foot
of the viaduct in Temple waiting for some auto repairs to be made. He and the
workmen were discussing the flying disk stories when one of the men looked
into the sky and said, 'Well, I never believed it, but there it is.'
"Tarrant said he first saw one of the objects, then a second one. He described
them as being several feet in diameter. He estimated they were about 1,500 feet
in the air, travelling a straight course at about 200 or 250 miles per hour, and were
bright and shiny.

"Tarrant said he didn't check the wind at the time with the airport, but he be
lieved the disks were going directly into a slight south breeze.

" 'It beats me,' said Tarrant to day. 'There was no noise, no smoke or no other
indication of a power unit on the things. But they were not blowing—they were go
ing. They were headed due south. We watched them* for about 3 minutes until they
disappeared to the south. They were about 400 yards apart. Looks like somebody
has invented something new. But I don't know what it was.'
"Tarrant, a former Waco resident, joined the Air Corps in 1938 and emerged

last year a colonel with many decorations after service in North Africa, Italy and
other European combat theaters."
(xx.)

(xx.)

Waco, Texas. Times-Herald. 15 July 47.

10 July.

Weatherford, Texas,

(night)

Saucer stops, waits for running mate.
A press reports said:
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Organize Hunt For

"A flying disk stopped dead cold over Big Sandy
in the southern part of Upshur County Tuesday night
while its running mate caught up with it, then raced
ahead, J. M. Mings reported.
" *The whole town is excited,' he said.
"While passing over the city the two disks
traveled in circles, approximately one mile in dia

Mr. William Rehbaum III
today announced that he and
Mr. Robert Workman of the
Cleanvater Flying Company
\vill organize a hunt for the
Flying Disks, sighted over
Clearwater, in conjunction
with radio station WCLE.
The planes and armed
crews will search for the
disks Friday morning over
this vicinity in hopes- of,

meter, Mings said.

"They were moving towards the southwest and
were in view over the city for an estimated five sec
onds, reported Mings."

(xx.)

(xx.) Weatherford, Texas. The Weekly Herald.

answering the nation's $64.00

10 July 47.

question.

The flying searchers will
flash to radio station WCLE
the progress of their search
and at 9:45 a.nu or sooner if
the plexiglass domed circular
planes are located there will
be a broadcast of the results
of the search from the cor
ner of Cleveland St. and Watterson Ave.

10 July. "Operation Flying Saucer."
clippings)

(See

(xx.)

(xx.) Clearwater, Florida. Sun, 10 July 47.

Local Men To Hunt
'Flying Saucers'

Listen to WCLE
Friday Morning for the

Flying Disk Search

"Operation Flying Saucer1* will
leave Cleanvater early tomorrow
I morning:, William F. Rehbaum HI,.

i in charge of the exp"**ition, an
nounced
today.
With
Robert
Workman of the Clearwater Fly
ing Co., Rehbaum will take off
to look for the "flying saucer" al

10 July.

Sulphur Springs, Texas.

(3:00 a.m.)

Funnel-shaped object "hatches" discs?

legedly

sighted

over

cameras.

Results of the search will be
broadcast about 9:45 a.m. at the
, corner of Cleveland Street and

•Watterson Avenue,

A Texas newspaper tells us:

"Flying disks 'hatched out' Thursday over
Sulphur Springs and sped over Commerce in a
flight of between 15 and 20.
"Miss Irene Carpenter said she got up at 3 a.m.
Thursday for a drink of water and heard a roaring sound.
"She looked out at the darkened sky.
"She said she saw an illuminated funnel-shaped

Clearwater

1 They will be armed and will carry

Anyone who

! has seen any of these discs re

cently Is requested to call 2112
or
2573.
Photographs
of the
discs, if any are found, will be
displayed later at the West Coast

Hardware.

'
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'something' which she estimated to be between 20 and 30 feet in length.
"It was traveling South, she said.
"As it passed overhead, she said, it exploded, showering a couple of dozen 'disks'
which floated aimlessly around for a half hour before disappearing.
"But the flying saucers, said Louis Smith, business manager of East Texas State
College, did not float to earth.

"He said he saw a formation of between 15 and 20 'shining white disks' flying

west over Commerce, Texas, at a high rate of speed.
"He said he and his wife watched the objects for four or five minutes.

" 'At first I thought they were advertising circulars dropped from an airplane,' he

said, 'but there was no plane in sight.'
"Their course was too sure and straight.'"

(xx.)

Hillsboro, Texas.

10 July.

Evening Mirror.

(xx.)

11 July 47.

The State of Sao Paulo, Brazil.

"Native visions- suggestible minds."

News dispatch from Brazil:

"Rio. 10 ('Estado' - by phone) - Hearing the news about the sightings of'flying
saucers' in Presidente Prudente in this state, General Milton de Freitas Almeida, Chief
of Staff of the Army declared: 'It appears to me that the feet as presented occurring in
the interior of Sao Paulo rather involves native visions by suggestible minds. However,

if it reaches where it merits the attention ofthe authorities, the 2nd Military Region will

immediately take the necessary measures in order to process respectful investigations.
It's also possible that this is identical to.the episode verified in the United States where
on examination on one the supposed 'flying saucers,' a scientist reached the conclu
sion that he was not in the presence of any war machine, but in particular a probe bal
lon."

(xx.)

(xx.) Translation of Brazilian news clip by Ed Stewart Tuesday 12 March 1996. 6:35
p.m. Re: News Stories: 1947 - Brazil and Chile. Copy in author's files. News
clip not available.

10 July.

Santiago, Chile,

A news dispatch said:

(around noon)

•

"Santiago, 10 - 'Flying Saucers' were sighted over the Los Cerrilios airport in
this captital. The strange objects were sighted around noon by an aviation mechanic.
In accord with the description given, they were oval shaped, silverish, and flew at an
altitude of 500 meters."

(xx.) Ibid.

(xx.)
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10 July.

Dave Johnson fails to film saucer.

(See below)

Frying Neivsman Learns Disc

Fhiled to 'Take' On Movie Film
I

Hy AaVE JOHNSON

Stabmman

Aviation

camera

Kdltor

could

have

caught

the

object st the distance attempted.
The film used was eight mllll

ta
laboratories In San
Francisco reported Thursday that meter, about the v^jth of a fin
film sent
them by The
Idaho ger nail. For thorfe Interested In
Statesman failed to show any the technical side of the subject,
trace of an object I saw and at* the exposure was f. 16, at a
tempted to phbtograph during my speed of 16 frames per second.
The object I saw could have
third aerial search for a flying

disc*'
The

,
laboratory,

henn anywhere from JO to 40
the miles away. Its apparent size to

speeding

processing on. the motion picture me was that of a 25-cent piece.
film! had It ready by noon. It The picture was made from an al

was projected before an audience
of three persons* Nothing was ap
parent In the screening, and. the
film, was then examined by magntyffng glasses.

Dlstanee

R,

Too

W.

manager of

laboratory's Cine service division,
sai4 that It was doubtful the

Sffibe Finds Out
Disc Didrit 'Take*
fdontliiped from Page One)

have been a flying dlso. but with
out pnotograpnlo proof of It A
constant patrol by 100th fighter
squadron P-31 fighter planes from
3 «J m, until dark Wednesday

failed to result In sighting one of
the obJeoU which people 'through

out the nation claim to have seen.

I can only reiterate that I saw
something, that I do not believe
I was seeing It through the power
of suggestion, and that what I saw
was definitely not an aircraft It
Wasjnot a balloon.

THs Statesman aMtgned me to
in serial patrol to search for
flying discs until I found one or

thought I should give It up. Just

before I saw the object, I was
convinced the time had come to
give

up.

Not fluro What to J>«i

But

could

despite

be

seen

the

on

fnct

the

nothing

film,

I'm

not so sure now about calling off
the hunt. I'll sleep on It a couple
of days.

Speaking

of

sleeping,

I. was

snoring away at a great rate
Wednesday night when-an Insist*

tnt

clamor

began

to

and alto stratus clouds.

P-fil Search Futile
X am now In the position of hav
the ing seen an object wtylch might

Great

Stohr,

titude of 14,000 feet. The object
was maneuvering against a back
ground of towering alto cumulus

break

(Pleas* turn to page 9, column X)

through,

dispelling

great

bed.
An

clouds

of flying discs whirling through
my nightmares. It was the telephone. It was
midnight here, but only tl p. m.
In Pondleton, Ore,, and tt was
Kenneth Arnold on the Una, He
heard about my joining the "f

him what

I saw,

He

gotta theory

I

hoped

Thinking about the pictures,-I
went back to the hay nnd anon
woa drenched In peraplrntion, run

not

At 1 a. m., the telepone Jumped

the

stand

again.1 I

knocked

the electric clock off the bed,
table, dropped
a flashlight — I
dunno
thing

why I picked the ilnmned
up- and grubbed tar Oil'

phone. '

i

Thin time It was Pnniniount.
newsreel, man by the nnme of
ICdwnrtln talking. He wanted to.

buy the film, provided it showed I

a disc — or anything. Wu yam
mered about that for a while, I
promised to, let him know Intel,

hung up, and staggered back to

of
It.

,

my

,

."

teeth, hung

up,

my friends are Jovlul
Others are downright

sympathetic.
1 prefer;

Phone

off

gritted

Borne
about

Ing discs.

but

telephone

turned on the lights, went Into
the kitchen and ^ate- a piece uf
green apple pie. 1 thought 1 might
as well L'et some nourishment.
Well, that's about the size of It.

nold 1' the man who first report*
ed to the nation that he saw fly-

discs

the

"Shay,
dowanna bother
you
thlsh late, or Ish't early, but 1

the pictures would turn out. Ar

ning away from
getting anywhere,

later

"Hello?* I blubbered.

Saw the Disc" club and 'vantcd to
talk about It He was paying for
the call, and I propped myself
against a bookcase and tried to

tell

hour

went crazy again.

1

don't

know

wliul
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10 July. Columnist Lee Casey says: "Resist ruthless impulses." (See below)

Those Heavenly Visitors

May Prove fo Be Friends
By l.KE CASEY

ALL RIGHT, all rijrht. Maybe the flyinp; diaka are not
just ft hoax or evidence of mass delusion, as suggested
in this space a few days bnclc.
whnt looked like a flying saucer

-■■-•-•
At least, the army caught

to harm us but to help us, and
Cod knows we need plenty of

thnt noy Rob

YET our fTrst ruthless Impulse,

help.

In Texas, which may ektBbhsh
ert Smith, Den
ver's

In the event that the disks

<to hold inhabitants of another
planet, is to slay.
Maybe we would be able to

Never-

nrvrr Man and

some hundreds

of thousands of
others actually

learn much from inter-steUar

settlers. Maybe they would help

saw what they

thought

us put Into practice the kindly

they

doctrines that, oac« a week
anyway, we pay the tribute of

saw.

The captured

lip-sevice. Maybe they would
help us become truly wise u

disk, to be sure,

didn't turn out

to be what It

was

to be.

supposed

well as truly good.
But we don't even thin* of

l*e Case*

It was merely a weather

kite.

Yet what did the Army do

with what It found'
What every Army does.
took it apart.
That's

what

fliers

It

are eager

to do with any real disk. If

they find one. They propose to
sjToot it out of the air and 5re
what it's made of
They aim
In .kill It first and see what it
looks like afterward.
Which merely establishes our
lack of feeling, imagination and
common sense.

derstand

something

than a thoroughly frightened^
man especially if he happens to
hv a major general or better,
lie is terribly eager to destroy.

OETREATING, gracefully 1
'*■ hope, from a former posi
suggest

them down, to tear them from
the skies.

This department has attempt

ed, not too successfully, to hold
its aegis over the buffalo that
were tortured in Wyoming and

the coyotes that were torn to

pieces in Baca County. It would
like to speak a word tor the
heavenly visitors. Maybe they
will* not prove to be our foes if

we try to receive them as
friends.

or* some-

l«Kly, out first instinct is to kill.

1

On the contrary, we are

already on the alert to shoot

If we don't un

There is no one more <d«ini:cri)us

tion,

that.

that

the eerie

soup plates moy be vessels in ■
which visitors from another
planet are inspecting this sad
snd distressed world for a possibte place ot habitation.
Since H. G. Wells wrote "The
War of the Worlds" thing* have
happened that are stranger than
a Mnrtian invasion.

Grave scientists have agreed
that the next generation mav
maase in flights to the moon.

It is then not impossible that
the residents of some other
planet have worked out gaiUtUs
th.it enable them to vihit m bofore we visit them.
Wells, like most

writers

visitors as

bent

m

scientific fantasy, regaiued such
enemies,

upon

wiping out our ciwiiz-Hum, Micalled

There is no sound reason f-ir

that view

On the contrary, the voters

from Mars or Wous. «u*h a*
Mr Smith and others discern in
th* skv, mny be genii*', ainuihlr
individuals of a superior hree»l

Mnyt* they are not coming here

Denver, Colorado
Rocky Mountain News

10 July 47

p.13
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10 July. Seattle, Washington.

(11:10 am, noon, 4:15 p.m.)

AND THERE THEY WERE!

(See below)

'reporte^zotfrnittk/o^er or near Serittle^ yesterday.•** _-_■, '

" '

DaAiafeif ariy..wa&iijutai tp€yesttalii aW86tnewhat

■

*- ■--- " - - \~ e3tcttedly ,^t*le* 12:46 npon,,sawnp flying disks at

increased:,, blood, pressure^vlamong' . . ^ ,-, n ■»!.«.

.i.t^1' **:

alL *!hie'ne#Bm^h 'primarily weretft

"liobrock; -4lo6r .

looking for flying disks';' instead
accompanying

the

new._Boelng

Stratocruiser on a flight over and

corner'fli.4tir. Ave^ AftiPiq^ pt around

Rainier,. but v they

would

■while ou£ for lut\Q]fy6$U?dkynot>n. hare been* overjoyed to encounter
He Iooked^up, vto -IHtfiEait ^AND any kind of a flying saucer, espe
THE

EW

cially one with , some, hot coffee

in it

of
.^

i

t

-,

-

-

one'"*- andi

■iften ""afioth'ep ". movthd,' and In
'V*Mou»vdirectlons}''
• ■ t

"the same lime, Mrs.

8^24^3 Evyalley St,
disksover.ihe J-ifotth

Broadw%yK 'dJptnct^-she .reported.
d Uavelin*

N^rth.vtthftnmeringaii? silvery in
the .sunlight, she said: .They didn't

look larg^ .

■At 11:10 a> m

*

*-. '*""1^~

'

Don. Re'bar, 1020

150th Ave S W, said' he saw one

round, shiny object that, appeared
to be a flying disk, zipping along
over Burl en toward Bremerton.^- '
Rebar estimated the-object wa
a mile Jn the air. He. said.-It ap

peared'to have the circumference
of an auto tire, and ifaa noi mov
ing fast.

Mary Jo Bartos, 12,.

telephoned..long, dit
Afternoon to'.say^h

Austin, ll(l"and two adulls>?<
patching aplane
a' plane atVabbut4:15
atVab'but».4: 15

p. m. vhen they saw a'distt/'travela'distt/'trav

Ing at tremendous speed/*.

LOOKED'FLAT

< ^

Si \;'• "-

: 41 was going .North over Carna
tion, Mary Jo said. '**< -. : " •/'

\

"It looked flat and round Ilk*

:a thlny pancajt* anti hadLa blui«V
tlht/rthe child added. ,.
-J \

Disappointingly epough^
crew ofipress and newsreel pg
raphers, in the air over Seattle and

Pacoroa.-and In the Mount Rainier
ridnity, between 10*30 a. in, aad

K?'X 0'.$ ' -'

*Z
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10 July. Between Clovis and Clines Comers, New Mexico.
One of the U.S.'s top astronomers.

(4:47 p.m.)

(See below)

Incident 2. On July 10,1947 at 4:47 p.m., one of the U.S.'s top
astronomers was driving from Clovis to Clines Corners, N. Mex.
His wife and his teen-aged daughters were also in thecar. (For pro-

Fcssiona! leasons he has asked Life to withholJTSentity.) It was

a blight sunny day, but the whole western half of the sky was a
"confused cloud sea." All at once, as the car headed toward these
clouds, "all four of us almost simultaneously became aware of a
cunous btight object almost motionless" among the clouds. In

stantly, from long habit in dealing with celestial phenomena, he

began to make calculations with what crude materials he had at
hand. He held a pencil at arm's length, measured the size of the
object against the windshield of the car, measured the distance be
tween his eyes and the windshield, etc. His wile and two daughtcts
<!ul the same, each making independent calculations The object,
sjys the scientist, "showed ashaipand firm regular outline, namely
one oi a smooth elliptical character much harder and sharper than
the edges of the cloudlets. . . . The hue of the luminous object was

somewhat less white than the light of Jupiter in a dark sky, not
aluminum or silver-colored. . . . The object clearly exhibited a sort

of wobbling motion. . . .This wobbling motion served to set off
the object as a ngif, if not solid body." After 30 seconds in plain
view, the ellipsoid moved slowly behind a cloud (273° azimuth, ele
vation 1°) "and we.thought we had lost it." But approximately
five sccnmls later it reappeared (275° azimuth, elevation 2°). "This

icmaikahly sudden ascent thoroughly convinced me that we were
dealing with an absolutely novel airborne device." After reappear-

in<\-tlic objc( l moved slowly from south to north across the clouds.
"As scon pi ejected against these dark clouds, the object gave the
stiongest impicssion of self-luminosity." About two and a half min
utes alter it fust came into view, the thing disappeared finally be
hind a cloudbank.

Evaluation. The astronomer vouches for the approximate accura

cy of his observations and computations He determined that Hie
object was not less tlian 20 nor more tlian 30 miles from his viewing
point, that it ivas ellipsoidal and rigid; that U was 160 feet long and
65 feet thick, if seen at minimum distance, or 245 feet long and 100
feet thick if at maximum; and that its horizontal speed ranged be
tween 120 and 180 mph and Us vertical rise between 600 and 900
mph He also observedjhat the object moved with a wobble, no sound,
and left no exhaust or vapor trad. His xoife and daughters supported
his observations, and their computations were in accordance with

his own, though slightly less conservative. The object's appearance'

and behavior answer to that of no known optical or celestial phe
nomenon. No known or projected aircraft, rocket or guided missile
can make such a rapid vertical ascent without leaving an exliaust
or vapor trail

Life. 7 April 52 p.84.

59

? Barstow, California,

(about 4:30 p.m.)

Tracer Bullets

Unfortunately we have no exact day for this item.
"Planes shoot at saucer?'

(See clipping)

Planes Shoot

(xx.)

lAt Saucers
More

flying saucers were re

ported seen over Bars tow during

(xx.)

Barstow, California

Printer-Review.

July (no day) 1947.

the weekend.

A group of high school youths

climbed

BJock

afternoon.

B

hill

Saturday

About 4:30 p. m., they

saw a group of the discs flying In

formation.
The mysterious ob
jects were being chased by pur
suit pJapes who were firing trac
er bullets At the discs.

"Flying saucer sandwich."

(See below)

The saucers with the planes In
pursuit disappeared over the ho
rizon.

SIGN OF THE TIMES—Mrs. Olffle Ray. Cordial, 333 E. Gay-st,
holds the "Flylnr Saucer Sandwich," bacon, cheese1, tomato, let
tuce and mayonnaise on a buiyfterved on a saucer. The sandwich
Is the oreatlon of Roy Tu«rle, manager of the Tom Thumb Re*t,«nrant, 23 N. Thlrd-ak
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Last minute additions:

17 June.

Murtaugh, Idaho,

(daytime)

"What's that big white thing Mom?1
A press account states:

"Another report of a Magic Valley resident seeing a 'flying disc' was received
today when Mrs. Clyde McFarland said she and her daughter saw one of the 'flying
somethings' on June 17.

"Mrs. McFarland said her eight-year-old daughter came running into the house

and asked what was that 'big white thing in the sky.'

" 'I went out scanning the sky and'saw what appeared to be a large flat silvercolored object with vapor pouring around and behind it for a great distance,' Mrs.
McFarland said, it came straight down at a terrific speed and for a great distance,
then leveled off and eventually disappeared in the distance, casting off bright rays
at intervals. It was in sight for about one-half hour.'
"She said she had just returned from a trip to Seattle and now realizes that the
object she saw was a 'flying saucer' and not a meteorite, as she first believed." (xx.)
(xx.) Twin Falls, Idaho. (Newspaper name missing from clipping)
24 June.

11 miles southwest of Mineral, Washington,

10 July 47.

(about 3:00 ptm.)

Did he see "Arnold's objects?'
According to a press story:

"The mysterious flying objects, traveling at an estimated speed of 1200 miles
an hour, reported seen June 24 at 2:59 p.m. by Kenneth Arnold, Boise, Idaho flyer
has received corrobration by Sidney Gallagher of Centralia.
"Gallagher, who is a civil engineer for Ladd Logging Company, said he saw
the objects while working 11 miles southwest of Mineral.

" i thought nothing of it at the time and probably would have forgotten about
it if I hadn't noticed reports in the papers. I was looking east at about 3 p.m. Tues

day, June 24, when nine aluminum colored objects that looked something like navy
planes without wings suddenly appeared on the horizon heading north. Although I
couldn't estimate their speed.' Gallagher said, 'they were going much faster than
then an ordinary airplane. Their terrific speed and the fact that they were wingless
led me to believe they were some of the new jet propelled planes we've been hear
ing about.'

" 'They were in regular formation, five in front, then three, then one. I really
wouldn't say they were flying, they were zooming like large birds.'
"Gallagher lives at 114 West Walnut Street."

(xx.)

(xx.)

Centralia, Washington. Chronicle. 4 July 47.
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2 July.

Between Hillsboro and Portland, Oregon. (Shortly before 9 p.m.)

"They were following one another as if playing tag."
A press account tells us:

"F.M. Lilliegard of route 2, Hillsboro, last week became the first local man to
report seeing the mysterious flying discs when he said three of the shiny round objects
flew around in circles between Hillsboro and Portland Wednesday evening, July 2.
"Lilliegard was going to his car midway between Scholls and Laurel shortly be
fore 9 p.m. when the flying saucers caught his eye, he reported.
" 'They were flying in circles quite high,' he said, 'a good deal higher than the
Portland lights off in the distance, and were a little east of the radio tower near Hills
boro.'

"He said the three discs looked about the size of medium-sized airplanes and
were traveling at great speed, 'one following the other as if they were playing tag.'
"The flying saucers made three big circles of a radius of about 50 to 60 feet,
then disappeared after about a minute, going off on an angle to the east.
"The Scholls telephone construction man described the discs as looking like
pieces of aluminum shining in the twilight. They had disappeared before he could
get a neighbor to witness the phenomenon which has captured the interest of the en
tire nation. He watched for several minutes to see if the saucers would reappear but
saw nothing."

(xx.)
4 July.

(xx.)

^

Hillsboro, Oregon. Argus.

10 July 47.

Portland, Oregon. (2:23 p.m.)

Reporter Robert White filed a flying disc story during a visit to Portland. He interviewed a
former WWII PT boat commnander with two years combat service. The witness, now a
businessman, did not givehis name. Reporter White wrote:
"He is in his mid-thirties. He is calm, methodical, thorough individual not
given to excitement. And he is a trained aerial observer. Here is what he told me:
"I was in my garden here in Portland on the afternoon of July 4. It was 2:23
p.m. I looked at my watch as a matter of habit, when I saw them. My wife was
with me so I asked her what she saw.

" 'She said, "I see four discs. They're in diamond formation..."
" 'That is exactly what I saw, too. I'm sure it wasn't hysteria.
" 'The discs looked about the size and shape of a 25 cent coin. I couldn't
guess their altitude so I don't know their actual size. They were shining in the,sun
and flying rapidly—at great speed. While I'm not sure of their color I believe it
was silver from the way they reflected the sun. At first they maintained a perfect
diamond formation. I don't tell everybody I saw them because it sounds unreal,
but I actually did.'" (xx.)
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(xx.)

Mexico, Missouri Ledger. 24 July 47.

5 July.

Payette, Idaho,

(daytime)

Survey team sights mysterious objects.
Here is the press account:

"About the fitrst report of the objects being sighted locally comes from Don Haasch.
Dennis Aspinwall, and Fred Richards, who sighted the objects a week ago last Saturday.
They did not make their discovery public until after many others had reported having
sighted the discs. The party was surveying some land in the Richards sub-division on
Payett Heights when they sighted the mysterious objects, at that time having seen four. Ri
chards reported that they were saucer shape and reflected the sunlight much as would be
the case with a mirror, with an apparent dark streak through the center. Four were sight
ed, three traveling in formation while one was zig-zagging across the sky and flying much
faster than the others. It is estimated that they were traveling about five hundred miles per
hour Northwest in the direction of the Malheur Butte. Richards said that they appeared to
be the 'biggest thing I've ever seen in the air.' The group disappeared in a cloud in the di
rection of Huntingdon at an estimated altitude of 8,000 feet. Haasch saw a similar group
on the following day."
(xx.)

(xx.)

payette, Idaho. Jndependent-Enterprise.

6 July.

Pittsburg, California,

10 July 47.

(no time)

"Hover over home."

A brief report from California said: t(Mrs. Edward Puckhaver saw a disk hovering directly over
her Columbia Park home in Pittsburg Sunday. She said was circular and shiny and hung motion
less for a while before it streaked out of sight into the east in a 'few seconds.'" (xx.)
(xx.)

Antioch, California. Ledger.

6 July.

Port Townsend, Washington.

9 July 47.

(10:30 p.m.) (about dusk) (about sunset)

Three sightings—same day—same city.
6 July.

Casa Grande, Arizona,

(mid-afternoon)

"Mom, what's those funny things?"
8 July.

(See clipping on page 63)

Port Townsend, Washington,

(See clipping on page 64)
(morning)

A press account states:

"Mr. and Mrs. Frank Greenier, Lewis Apartments, reported looking out the window
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PORT TO|WNSENP, JEFFERSON COUNTY, WA3fflHCffl)N,' THURSDAY.. JULY 1(

Flying Disc Makes Night Appearance;
Chimacum People Report Seeing One

Mr. and Mn. M, C. Bylngton*
who reside near tbe Dunce Orocory
on the Chltnaouro
Jload, are th
Arst Jefferson County residents U
report seeing one of the mysterl*
ous flying discs. They declare one
or the much-pubtlclted objects flew

p'ho out rIow, and mutt*%aTe been

doh k J.00O mllM an hour," Bylni<

ton laid,
M -, and Mrs. Dylnglon declared
thej heard a roar like a jet-pro>
pelt d plane sounds In the news*
reoli
and lookod out of tholr bed-

p*st tholr home at 10:10 p. ra. Sun* root t window to see the rouod ob
day, barely skimming the tree tops ject pass by a short distance away.

as

It

traveled

parallel

to

the

ground si (rontenrfoui speed,

,"t '•
' saw It
I for
f
JJust a split
li see*
ond, and Ihliiklitg back I would say

"We'd Just as soon you didn't use It d iflnlloly

had

a

bright yellow

our name In the paper," Mn. By cent r, which changed

to

lngton said, "because people might Runes

green

appeared about the size of a small

around the edges,** Mrs.
Bylnrton
y
declared Monday,
said
id iho
h could
ld hardly
h
sloop tho
rout of llio nlglil and
was sllll
rrlgMonod Munriny, knowing that
the thing came that close lo their

Ittlng Ylslble for about 200 yard*

* THoy onllmntoti It

think we're Imagining things. But

realty it's Into—and I'm still fright*

onod."

Mr. and Mrs. Hylnglon ogrood II

illnnor plato and wont by In a (lash, horns.
iioforo panting out of tholr flold of
rlslon.

"It had a bright yellow center,

wan

about

100 Xool off tlie ground and missed
the

op of the

feeL

trees

by About 10

They continued to listen of-

Immod in JJ^ht groon llko phot tor li dlsappnnrod, hut hoard nolh*
■■ilC nora. 'J'hny hoard tho tro*

mint] nits rmir only during tho brlof

Inslant It was vlslblo.

'Ij was flylnir on a
, coumft.

nnd

I'm

porfeetly

ponlHye

It

wasn't a pinno, Fourth *f July /Iro-

worka, or anything like that." Dy-

inctoo added.

Another party reporting toeing a

myatirloun tky dliio Induiloil Mr.

nnd 4ri. T* 1>. Holuinnnnon of rprl
Towi sond and tholr guosts, Mr. and
Mry. AI. Sodorlund of Mtoneapolls
and <r. and Mrs. JCnrl Sawyor of
tnn.

All

xlr

nriw

n

pomillnr

round olijocl att to Hio north while

vlewjns tho Strait of Juan doPuea
oenery from North Bench at dusk
Sunday.

^1 thought the ilorloi fthout fly.
(tnci wore a bunch of hoooy

willl I row ono
mysolf," Solomon*
Solomon*
o mysolf,
Td
ion i aid Tuosday
morning. "Now X
lon't know what to think."
Th i object whn mnvlnir Htrnljrn'l
ay( fnitn tho nlmurvors (maTing
ortliward) nnd wan io distant they
core unable to estimate lie else or

, Solomonson said. He was
n, howevnr, that It was not a

land

"Wi worn tathiK wlinn w

■

Itrml t off lo the north," Mm. a Igor

snlil
ward

"It appeared to be coming to*
us for awhile, but then U
nd dlroctloli and d|im|iponrotl

rtjclii >ver the lop of Monnt linker"
Mn■

Qlger agreed the dlse they

r tght have been the same one
obser ed off to the north at about
Iho n mo Umo Runday'ny the Hoisaw

niiiitn on party.

wm saiinoMihapoil, Just like

thel; descriptions; wa watched It

along unlll *J{ went Into a

movi

aloud nnd iII«inr>earofV* he doolar*

ed. a Idlng that "to mo It appeared
Ilk* . round spotlight flashing In
ray e

Pet

Monti

ning^at the A.'R. QiK«r

/^ilmoro StrodtTiiUn i.o-

t thoy saw a dlso nt uImhiI sun

down Sundnyi

4
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Flying Discs

Sighted Over
Saucer-Like Objects

Disappear After .
Brief Maneuvers

Flying1 discs, mysterious
Aerial objects that have Bet
the nation's curiosity ablaze,
have been sighted over the
Casa Grande valley. First

] roporta of tho flyinjf eaucera
1

f

In thli area omme yisUrday from
Mm. George Van Horn.

A pair of airborne mUatlea was

seen by three members of tho Van
Horn family Sunday In mid-after
noon, over their homo throo quar

tern of ft mtle toulh of tho Alfalfa
,

I

MIH.

•

,

■

Travelling' at tremendous speed,
the disci arrived over tlic valley

from different direction!, oonvorg-

N

cd nt n point east of here, thnn
nftor performing odd
gyrations
About' each other, disappeared to*
ward Old Mexico. •
Mrt. Van Horn's

,

.first attracted

attention

was

to the clonr < sides

by her
elght-yonr-old - daughter
Mary, who Insisted that "tunny

things'*

wore

overhead.

Shading

her ryes, Mrs. Van Horn observed

& ftnt saucer-Hke object approach- j
Ing from the norlhcnst and iuvi

ether trom the west.

I

"When they met high over the

valley, ono objeet made a slow
clreli'roll about tho other,11 Mrs.
'

Vari Horn snld. The most visible .
orm appeared nrrowllke In front
and to widen out toward tho rear. -

Their general oppenraneo wns that

At two iftUQors fnrtonod together,11
tho oyo WltncM doolnrod.

*
■

The

object*

two planes

1

wero

not

convon-

tlonal aircraft. On that point Mrs.
Vun Horn was positive, for while
th« mysterious tllscp wero aloft
How overhead

at an

Altitude of about a thousand feet
One was a erop dustlnjr ship and
the other a small training craft I
Dorothea "Van Horn. 12. saw the,,
strange flight with ..her mother J.
and youngor sister, •'■
,*' ,H
Mrs." Van Hern's- report* eoiHi!
formed In many respects
with
thosr of others who have seen tho
weird aerial demonstrations.
At •

ono stage of the flight a flutter* . I
Inir motion wsi noted and tho"by<
now

wott'deflnod

snucer-tlke 'i ap- (•

prnranco wns plainly seen.

"

Other reports of tho appearnnco

!

nf tho mtueors wnre heard here.
this w«lt hut could not *o
firmed.

oon*.
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Tuesday morning ans seeing 'something awfully high and traveling faster than any
plane.'

"Greenier said the objects were going south, and he estimated the height at
20,000 feet. His wife declared that in her experience as an aircraft observer she
never saw any plane that acted like the objects they saw Tuesday.

"They were dark in color, and could have been any shape, but looked round
to us. We counted 12, about half flying in a string, and the other half in no forma
tion at all."

(xx.)

(xx.)

Port Townsend, Washington. Port Townsend "Ledger?"
not on clipping)
10 July 47.
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