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"UFOs are the Fifth Horsemanxrf the Apocalypse."
— Dr. Lincoln La Paz

"Supplemental Notes" consist of material under
consideration for any revision of the original
UFO history volume covering this time period.

Russian secret weapon?

If the flying saucers were Russian craft, it was assumed they would be seen coming and going
from bases in Communist territory. Flights like that meant thousands of miles, which would be
quite a feat in 1947, especially for Moscow's inexperienced long range aircraft engineers.
Various approaches to the continental United States (See map on page 2) had different advan
tages and disadvantages.

The most likely air route would be the one from Siberia (No. 1). It was the shortest, and in fact
most saucer reports were coming in from the America's Pacific Northwest than elsewhere in the
country. However, a drawback was that America had outposts in Alaska, which could give
advance warning.
The Polar route (No.2) was much longer but any detection would be by chance observation. No
radar fence existed.

The Northeastern route (No.3) led directly to the thickly populated East Coast but it passed
over, or near, to nations friendly to the U.S., making detection or interception a possibility even

before reaching Canadian airspace.

military air and sea traffic corridor.

Also, this route paralleled a heavily traveled civilian and

The West and East coasts (No.4 & 5) were wide open but Russia had no aircraft carriers.
A sky invasion from the south (No.6) seemed very unlikely unless a Russian base could be
established in Latin American and there was no political reason to expect any government in the
hemisphere would cooperate. But it should be noted, Mexico did offer a couple of advantages.
America's Spanish neigh|jor was very close to sensitive atomic/missile testing grounds just
across the border in New Mexico and the barren wastes of Chihuahua might conceivably conceal
a secret saucer launching site.

American experts didn't believe the Russians could build a craft with enough range to reach
North America, maneuver around, and return to base. The only scenario that even seemed re
motely plausible was the use of a captured German airframe design and a breakthrough in the
use of atomic power for propulsion. Various bits of information fed such suspicions. The Com

munist newspaper Daily Worker, always taking its cue from Moscow, published on July 11lh

that it considered flying saucer sightings so much nonsense and that if anyone stared at the sky
long enough he could end up seeing whatever he wante4 (xx.) Were the Reds just being
sarcastic or were they trying to throw the U.S. military off the track?

(xx.)

Ripley, Josephine. "Saucers in the Milky Way." Christian Science Monitor, 11 July
47.

The Air Force investigators did have something to work with by mid-July. There was the
interesting Rhodes photo that resembled the experimental German Horton aircraft, and there was
a photo of a heat-generating object that had cut through a cloud over Newfoundland. Less solid,
but very compelling pieces of evidence, were the common characteristics that turned up in many
flying saucer reports made by apparent credible witnesses.
The radio signals

Air approaches to the U.S.

Of special interest to American Intelligence was the detection, about the end of July, of definite
radio signals from Communist territory apparently intended for remote controlled craft. These
radio signals were taken quite seriously and a meeting was convened at Wright Field, Ohio, to
deal with the matter.

If the saucers were Soviet, as these radio signals suggested, the military needed the FBI to
check for subversion and to forget the hassle over toilet seat covers.

Efforts would have to be

made to quickly repair relations with the FBI and appease Hoover.
Other steps were taken:

General Spaatz ordered daring reconnaissance flights into the Bering Strait airspace.

Air Force investigators put together a general description of the characteristics of a "flying
saucer" so the military would know what to look for.
A call went out to contact and interrogate WWII German designers. •
In the meantime, flying saucers reports kept coming in. They were as good, or even better,
than those recorded in June and July.
Let us now cover all of these developments on a detailed, day to day, basis as much as possi
ble.
31 July/1 August.

Ferret missions.

Ferret missions in the Baltic Sea area and the Bering Strait were apparently related to radio
signals emanating from the Rugen area of Russian-occupied Germany. A ferret mission is a
reconnaissance flight devoted to the electronic monitoring of radar and radio signals produced by
a potential enemy.

A War Department message dated the 31st recognized the completion of three missions in the
Baltic in the month of July which were now to be followed up flights further north. The prob
ability the flights would be near Russian airspace is indicated by the need for State Department
concurrence. (See page 4)

On August 1st ferret flights in the Bering Strait were authorized by General Spaatz. That the
flights would be a daring, is proved by the use of the words "utmost precaution" and instructions
for a cover story. (See pages 5-6) Granted that the message does not mention "flying saucers,"
it makes sense that Spaatz would chose this time and place to search for special radio signals.

The state of Alaska was the primary air approach to the lower 48.
Fall 1947.

Somewhere on Route 66 in New Mexico.

(See page 2)

(Sunset)

Object lands, takes off?

The witness was a Mr.W.J.. Rice who said that in later years he was a missile test mechanic
at California's Vandenberg AFB. The area of the sighting was flat desert with mountains five

miles to the east and six miles to the west. Mr. Rice refers to the UFO as a "ship" but He ob

served it, according to his story, close enough to received the definite impression the thing was a
solid maneuverable machine of some sort. It was in view about 10 minutes and he estimated its

.
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size as 50 feet by 20 feet.
His narrative of the incident:

"The ship came up over the mountains from the east—came behind and over

the car at 100 feet—went west 3 to 4 miles—turned north. Came back to within
100 feet of the car and came down to within 20 feet of the ground. I had pulled
the car off the road—had gotten out and walked to the front of the car. When it
came back on my right—'north'—I walked around the front of the car to watch
the ship land—as it had come down so close.

"At that time I knew nothing of saucers and thought jt was a new kind ofjet
from Edwards A.F.B.—lost or in trouble. I started walking to the ship and had
gone only 20 feet when it went up and took off at a very high speed over the
mountain. The desert sky was clear and almost blue-white. If I had known then
[?] I may or may not have gone out to that ship.

"It was very big in size and I thought it may be some new kind of flying wing
as at the time we and England were trying to build them. It was very interesting
and somehow I wish that I could get that close again. I have build an 8" scope
so I know meteors or [planet] Jupiter—also [the earth satellite] Echo and Venus as

I also know a 707 or 747 jet.

Then again I have helped, to send up a few of our

own satellites at Vandenberg A.F.B."

(xx.)

(xx.)

Letter: To: Aerial Phenomena Research Organization, 3910 East Kleindale Road,

Tucson, Arizona. 85716. From: W.J. Rice, (no address) Date:? Probably 1967
APRO files. Reel #1. Photocopy in author's files.

? August. Between Brandon, Manitoba and Rivers, Manitoba, Canada, (midnight)
"Dome-like projection on top."

An auto containing seven persons, six were adults, was traveling on highway #10 when a UFO
was encounterd:

"Marion's [no first name given in report] husbarjjl was stationed at the Rivers
Air Force Base as were his two friends. They were all returning to the base from
seeing a movie in Brandon. The object was first sighted about 19 to 20 miles east
of Rivers appearing suddenly to the left of the automobile and paced it at the car's
speed of about 40-50 mph, the object doing the same. The occupants of the car
rolled down the windows of the car in order to observe this object better. They
watched for about half an- hour. During this time the object hung completely
motionless just above the wires that bring power into Rivers.
"The object appeared to be 25 feet long and made from one piece of shiny
silvery metal. There did not seem to be any windows, doors, or seams. There
was a dome-like projection on top of the main body of the object. The under
side of the object gave off a very brilliant white light which illuminated the
ground and roadway under and around the object. After about half an hour,
the object suddenly winked out like a light that was turned off. It was not seen

8

again.

"When the witnesses reached Rivers, they reported what they had seen to
an officer on the Air force Base, who stated that he thought it could have been
a secret plane and that they should not mention what they saw to anyone." (xx.)
(xx.)

UFO report found in APRO's files. Investigators: "E. Barker and B.C.
Cannon." Date of investigation unknown! Photocopy in author's files.
APRO file microfilm. Reel #1.

1 August.

Near Winnemucca, Nevada,

(about 1:00 p.m.)

Boise Idaho Mayor sees discs in V-formation.
According to the Idaho Statesman:

"A passenger on United Airlines inaugural Boise-to-Reno southbound flight

Friday, Boise Mayor Potter P. Howard said that he spotted 12 discs flying in the
vicinity of Winnemucca, Nevada.

"A woman passenger, whose name was not learned, also saw the 12 discs,
Mayor Howard said.

" 'The saucers were several thousand feet below the plane/ Mayor Howard
said. He estimated that they were flying about 1,000 feet above the ground."
(xx.)

(xx.)

Boise, Idaho. Idaho Statesman. 2 August 47.

4 August. Kenneth Arnold gets a scare.

A Twins Falls paper reported an embarrassment experienced by Arnold:
"A plane piloted by Kenneth Arnold, Boise flying salesman who first reported

sighting the flying discs, crashed yesterday at the Pendleton, Oregon, airport.
"The Civil Aeronautics Administration station here said Arnold escaped in

jury when the engine of his two-place airplane quit wlSle the craft was about 30
feet 30 feet in the air.
"The plane's landing spar in the left wing was broken, the CAA said.

"Arnold was en route to Boise from Tacoma [Washington] where he and
Capt. E.J. Smith of United Air lines investigated another flying disc story." (xx.)
(xx.)

Twin Falls, Idaho. Times-News.

Early? August.

5 August 47.

Between Philomath and Corvallis, Oregon,

Anti-aircraft gunner sees discs.
A press report states:

(about 7:00 p.m.)

"Mr. and Mrs. I.W. Robinson and son, Clifford, observed three 'flying discs'
about 7 p.m. recently, the objects moving in a northeasterly direction between
Philomath and Corvallis. Clifford, an anti-aircraft gunner's mate in the last war,
estimated the objects were moving about four times as fast as an airplane and at
from 8,000 to 9,000 feet altitude. The discs were about the size of a large airplane
and were flying abreast. The Robinsons were working at their new cold storage
locker building when they saw the objects move across the sky, apparently rising
and dipping as they moved along." (xx.)
(xx.)

Salem, Oregon. Capital Journal,

5 August.

5 August 47.

21/2 miles northwest of Ontario, Oregon. (6:30 a.m.)

"They were just like everyone describes them."
The Argus newspaper printed:

"The Ross Osburn family spotted one of the familiarly seen 'flying discs' Tues
day morning at 6:30 over their home. The object appeared to be headed in a norther
ly direction.
" 'As it went farther off,' Mrs. Osburn exclaimed, 'it appeared to be two objects.
They are just like everyone describes them, round, just flying discs. They weren't
planes, they didn't lookjike planes.
"The Osburn ranch is located two and a half miles northwest of the city. Mrs.

Osburn saw the disc—or discs first and called her husband and son, Larry. While
They were looking at the stange aircraft, Mrs. Osbum was phoning neighbors of her
Discovery.
"As far as they could determine, the Osburns were the only ones to see the
saucers." (xx.)
(xx.)

Ontario, Oregon. Argus. 7 August 47.

6 August.

"Far from solved."

„

A Spokane, Washington, paper printed:

"Dave Johnson, aviation editor of the Idaho Daily Statesman said in a signed
statement published in the newspaper today that 'the flying disk mystery is still far
from solution unless military intelligence is reaching a decision which may or may be
made public'

"Johnson said Kenneth Arnold, Boise salesman-flyer who first reported sighting
the flying saucers, investigated further disk reports at Tacoma , Washington, and 'flatly
refused to further discuss the subject.'
"Johnson's article added:
" 'Arnold said he had been requested by military intelligence authorities at McChord field, Washington, to refrain from making public statements concerning his

10

most recent investigation of flying discs.'
"Johnson declared 'the great flying disk mystery has apparently turned into an

earnest effort by military intelligence to uncover the reasons for the stories'." (xx.)
(xx.)

Spokane, Washington. Chronicle. 6 August 47.

6/7? August.

"Are still being reported."

Oregon paper notices continued disc sightings:
"Those 'flying discs,' whatever they may be—new navy flying wings, projec
tiles, visitors from space or just spots before the eyes—still seem to be with us.
"From the Tygh Valley country the, past week came word of a disc seen through
field glasses which showed a bump or 'canopy' at the type [sic], indicating some
kind of aircraft.
"Again near the intersection of Eightmile and Fifteenmile creeks came a report
of a disc sweeping low over a wheat field, and then taking off again, nearly straight
up.

"Nope! Nobody wanted to be quoted. "We're taking enough kidding already,'
they told the Optimist" (xx.)

The Dalles, Oregon.
6 August.

Optimist.

Lander, Wyoming,

15 August 47.
(about 10:00 p.m.)

Newspaper story:

"Mysterious 'flying saucers' have again been seen in the sky above Lander.
Mrs. William Shindeldecker was lying in bed before an open window Wednesday
night, August 6, at about 10, when five of the bright objects shot across the sky in
formation before her eyes. The first formation had no sooner passed than a second,
of about the same number, went past at terrific speed.
"The 'discs' were flying southwest, and Mrs. Shindeldecker describes them as
big as a washtub, and were tipping from side to side like a plate. 'They looked to be
very high,' she said.

"Mrs. John Ferguson reported seeing a 'saucer' the same night from her trailer
house at the Knisley-Moore construction camp." (xx.)
(xx.)

Lander, Wyoming. Wyoming State Journal 14 August 47. p.9.

7 August.

Helena, Montana.

(2:00 am.)

V-formation.

Six witnesses state:

"Six Helena girls reportedly sighted a number of flying disks travelling in lV

11

formation over Helena at 2 o'clock this morning.
"The girls, on a slumber party at the home of Peggy Mitchell, 610 North Logan,
were in bed on the back lawn when the sighted the objects which Jaque Cauble,
spokesman for the group, described as being light orange in color and traveling at a

terrific rate of speed.

"Miss Cauble who said that she recognized the discs from some that she had
seen in Boise earlier in the summer, added that they were traveling too fast to count
but estimated that there were about 12.

"The other girls of the party who saw the strange night flyers were Janice Hum-

mell, Ruth Robertson, Jerry Gruner, Joanne Huber and Neva Hardy." (xx.)
(xx.)

Helena, Montana. Independent Record. 1 August 47.

7 August. Conference at Wright Field, Ohio.

(See page 12)

8 August. FBI balks at investigating the flying discs.

A bureau memo said, in part, that: "...it would appear that this is a military situation and
should be handled strictly by military authorities." Also: "...it is not believed that the Bureau
should be expending its precious manpower on these complaints which thus fer have no con
nection with our Russian espionage program." (See FBI memo on page 13)
8 August. Near Pitanga, Brazil.
"Seven foot tall aliens?"

Since this is perhaps the earliest example of a "contact" case, it rates a detailed look so it can
be pleasured against subsequent claims. Authenticity is in doubt therefore the date of publica

tion has been chosen over the date of the event as given by the witness, (xx.) (See article on
pages 14-15)

(xx.)

Flying Saucer Review. Vol. 7, No.6. November-December 1961. pp.30-31.

11 August.

Wright Field, Ohio.

"Distant control of rockets."
11 August.

Tucson, Arizona,

(See page 16)
(shortly after midnight)

"Huge green-colored fireball."
An AP dispatch informed Americans:

"John Priser, former University of Arizona student who has been doing photographic work for Dr. E.F. Carpenter, head of the university's astronomy department,
reported yesterday that he sighted a huge green-colored fireball travelling low on the
horizon from west to east shortly after midnight yesterday.
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0. bU LADD

FROM

:

J. ?. CO'iKE

SUBJECT.

A

s governmen:
DATE:

8-8-47 O

=£|\

mine SAUC

fotjjo dis:s

Reference is made to the oeaoi*andua to you from the Liaison
Section dated July 21, 1947, setting forth a request from Colonel
/

Golbranson of the Intelligence Division of the War Dapartoent for the

Bireau to conduct investigation to detendne the origin of the flying

discs.

«

OBSERVATIONS s

It is felt that the situation regarding these Hyi-ng saucers and
flying discs is very similar to the situation which was previously encountered
ty the aireau during the past war in handling complaints arising out of the
siehtinK of Japanese baloons. You will recall that at the Inception of these
complaints the &reau conducted considerable investigation and located numerous
baloons as a cooperative measure for the Arny and that after considerable work
had been done, the Arn$r then informed that these were ndlitary weapons end that
they would take over the handling oX.these completely. This they did and in an
extremely short tine issued a bLg press release as to the splendid work of the
in locating these Japanese baloons. Froc the infoixtftion available thus

ff/*

QOes not aPP9ar that theso discs should be treated other than as a

irdlitary weapon.

Certainly the Bureau has no way to determine what exoeriaents

the Ar=y and Uauy aVe conducting and whether such might be arising out" of

/

experiments being conducted by then nor do we have any way of deterdninc how ''

far the fiussians have progressed in certain experiments and whether such°ni.rht<
be the results of experiicsnts by the Russian Anry.

It short', it nouM cer

.appear that this i3 a military situation and snould be handled strictly hr
j military authorities.

In this connection it eight be pointed out that our present Port"1 and

case arose out of the fact that t*ra Arny Intelligence officers vrero retur-dag

froa an interview of two individuals who reportedly had sean flyin<- discs.

If

jthe Arcr/ Intelligence ofricers are handling some of ihese Interview3, it is be-

peved that the;' should be handling all of these intsrvieTrs, and it is not

/believed that the Bureau should ba expending it* precious manpower on thesu conplaints which thus far have no connection with our Russian esoionage procraia.

The military authorities certainly are better equipped to knoi mat the" are
loo^dng for than we are and have mors faculties for handling any uaterial tt^ ch
it i, necessary to exa.aine as a result of its being rcoortod as a reznant of a *
: disc,

it is believed that the Eureau is merely playing bird-dos for th:

V usins our manpower to run out these cosplaints on flying alscs!

ACTIOr/f

'

"

£X-9i

In view of the recent Dureau Eullotin #i2 dat*-* July***there is attached a letter to the Chicago Office' asking"
requested investigation.
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The spacemen threw stones

m

ANOTHER CONTACT STORY FROM BRAZIL

03
[HD

In accordance with our declared policy, we are anxious to publicise the contact
claims

Although this meeting is alleged to have occurred some y"« »8<». we

think that many of our readers will be unfamiliar with the incident

It has been

taken from The'A.P.R 0. Bulletin for May, 1961, published from 4145 E. Desert Place,

,

Tucson, Arizona, U S.A.

said, " but there was no smoke or_ fire, only that
odd sound coming from the tubes "
The object, when landed, was supported by
curved metallic-looking poles which bent even
more when touching the ground. The whole craft
appeared to be made of grey-white metal, yet

IN 1947, when the flying saucers were seen

frequently in the United States, the sightings

were received with considerable scepticism
elsewhere. Brazilians were no different from
others One unusual event which took place uj

that country in 1947 was recorded, then shelved
until

1954

when

Brazil

underwent

different from silver. Higgins walked toward the
machine to examine it more closely, and while
looking it over he discovered a kind of window

extensive

UFO surveillance At that time the following in
cident found renewed interest among Brazilians
Whether or not it is true, we cannot say, but cer

or porthole which appeared to be made of thick

glass Then he saw through the glass two persons
watching him curiously They weie veiy stiange-

tainly it is an unusual ca^se It was first printed

on August 8, 1947, in Dtono DaTardewl he

lookmg. A few seconds passed, then one of them

Correxo Do Noroeste, in Bauru Then, m 1954 the
case was reviewed * along with a

turned his back as though talking to someone in

sketch in

the craft Immediately Higgins heard a noise in
side and a dooi, which was located on the under
side of the craft, opened, and three people came
out They were enclosed in a kind of transparent
suit which enveloped their bodies completely,
head and all, and inflated like a rubbei bag full
of compressed air On their backs there was a
metal box that seemed to be a part of the suit
Through the transparent coveung, Higgins could
easily see what they wore They had on shirts,
shoit pants and sandals The garments did not
appear*to be made of cloth, but rather appealed
to te of a brilliant coloured paper Then strange
appearance was partially due to then eyes which
were large and round, and without eyebrows
They had no beards, and their heads weie laige

O Cruzeiro

A circular ship

On July 23, 1947 (only 29 days after Kenneth

Arnold's experience), topographer Jose C

riig-

eins wjis working at a location west of the Goio-

Bans Colony, north-east of Pitanga and south
west of Camp de Mourao When crossing one of
the few fields in that region, he heard a high-

pitched, piercing whistling sound which seemed

to come from the sky Hiegms looked up He said
that what he saw " raised the hair

on his head

HiRgins described a " strange circular air ship
with prot.uding edges absolutely sirmlai to those

of a drug capsule " which was coming down ou

of the sky The workers accompanying him, all
countrymen, became frightened and ran. Higgins
said he stayed to see what might happen

" The strange craft crossed over the field in a

and round and almost hairless The length of
their legs was greater in proportion to their
bodies than those of a normal human being, and
their height was about 7 ft tall—about a foot

where I stood," Higgins Mated. He said the object

taller than Higgins
Higgins called attention to the fact that all the

closed circle and landed softly about 150 ft. from

was about 150 ft wide, but not including he
edges which were about 3 ft in width, and the
whole ob]ect was about 15 ft

men seemed so simi.lar to one another that they
appeared to be twins or at least brothers One
of the men on the outside earned a tube which

high /It was

crossed by tubes m several directions,

Higgins
30
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appeared to be of the same metal of the ship,
which he pointed at Higgms. The strange men
talked among themselves, but Higgins was un
able to understand what they said, although he
said they sounded quite pleasant. He also noted
that despite their large bodies they moved with
incredible agility, forming a triangle around him.
The one holding the tube made gestures motion
ing Higgins toward the door He approached the
door Through it he could see only a small cham
ber limited by another door on the inside, and
the end of a pipe coming from the inside. He also
noticed several round beams on the side base of
the protroding edge.
Higgins then began to talk, asking about the
place where they apparently wanted to take him,
using many gestures. They seemed to understand,
and one of them made a drawing on the ground
with a round spot at the centre and encircled by
seven circles Pointing to the sun in the sky, he
then pointed to their craft, then to the seventh
cucle, doing the latter several times
Higgins readily admitted that he. then became
frightened He felt they wanted to take him off
the earth, and he began frantically to figure some
way to get away from the men. He knew it was
impossible to fight them because of their large
size and number. Then he had an idea. He had
noticed that they avoided *he direct sunlight for
more than a few seconds, so he walked toward
the shadow, and taking out his wallet he showed
them a photo of his wife With a lot of gestures
he made them understand (or at least thought
he did) that he wanted to go and get hei and take
hei with him on the proposed trip
Their behaviour

The sti ange men did not attempt to stop
Higgins, so he saunteied casually away and en
tered the forest He found a safe place from
which to watch them without danger of being
discovered and was surprised at their antics when
left alone They were playing like children, jump
ing in the air and throwing stones of enormous
size After about half an hour and a careful
examination of the surroundings, the men got

back into their ship winch took off with a
whistling sound The craft moved away into the
north, and finally disappeared into the clouds
" I will never know if they were men or
women," Higgms said later when he related his
story to the press He continued • " Despite the
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characteristics I described, they were somehow
beautiful and appeared in excellent health"
Higgins remembered the sounds of two words •

" Alamo " and " Orque." The first one corres

ponded to the Sun, and the other to the seventh
circle m the drawing.

Higgins concluded: " Was it a dream? Was it
real? Sometimes I doubt that these things can
happen, and then } think that if it was not for
the workers together with me in the beginning, it
might have been a strange and fascinating
dream."

The "Saturn-shape"

That the above described incident was
described in the press a month after Kenneth
Arnold's sighting, there can be no doubt The

Arnold sighting received little, if any, attention in

Brazil This is one important point in the evalu
ation of this sighting It has been established that
the incident was first publicised m 1947, only a
few weeks after the Arnold sighting The shape
of the object seems to indicate that it is of the
" Saturn-shape " type or the " double* washbowl "
type, neither of which type had been established
through evaluation and compilation of data at
that time. Little if any information concerning
any type of disc or .UFO had been compiled
Higgins apparently, described something which
was to become " common " to UFO researchers

years later
„*
How much impoitance can be attached to the
diawmgs on the ground is debatable At any

late, despite the fact that one of the creatures

pointed at the sun, it is not known for certain
whether it was our sun to which he referred The
seventh planet from the sun in our solar system is
Uranus, and as far as we know it is a cold,
inhospitable planet. But we know so little about

that planet that we cannot speculate about pos
sible life The space suits worn by the creatures
could signify that they could not survive in our

atmosphere, if indeed the incident took place, or

they could merely mean that no experimentation
with adaptability without protection had been
undertaken
The size and apparent strength of the crea
tures, plus their throwing large stones, etc., could
indicate an origin with a lesser gravitational pull
than the earth, and that the gambolling antics of
the giants was experimentation with the novelty
of the earth's gravitational pull
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"Priser was photographing the Persus Meteor shower when he sighted the
object whose size he estimated at about half the diameter of the moon,
(xx.)

Nogales, Arizona.

13 August.

Herald.

(xx.)

12 August 47.

Victoria, British Columbia, Canada,

(daytime?)

The local press said:

"Flying saucers hovering about 300 feet off the ground were reported today by
C.A. Westlake, 1530 Rudy Road, near Mount Douglas.
"He described the discs as oblique in shape, and more than a foot in width. 'I
thought they were seagulls at first,' he said, 'but suddenly they started to streak across
the sky at a terrific rate.'

"The witness said he was puzzled when he saw the objects hovering over his home
and then suddenly darting off at a great speed."
(xx.)

Victoria, British Columbia, Canada

13 August.

Coffeyville, Kansas,

(xx.)

Daily Times.

13 August 47.

(night)

Birds or ?
News account:

"Flying saucers put on a private show for several people in the 500 and 600
block on Maple last night, but the high-flying objects were not observed else
where in CofTeyville, a survey indicated. Firemen, when advised of the spec
tacle, reportedly observed that somebody was 'nuts.'
"The group of neighbors insisted today, however, that they had seen 'some
thing,' but their descriptions of the objects varied.
"Miss Bernadine McCall, 514 Maple, one of the group, said the high-flying
objects 'looked like discs of different sizes.1 She saidjhey were up 'where we
couldn't tell.' Miss McCall said others were 'V-shaped and some looked like
clusters, which would spread out and then straighten into a thin line.'
"Mrs. Harold W. Brooks, 604 Maple, described the show as looking like 'a

bunch of cobwebs, with some long, others triangular or round.' She said the
groups of bright objects would change in shape as they flew in or around the
clouds.
"Mrs. Brooks' husband said the group had seen an 'illusion' or that the
neighbors might have seen a flight of birds, but she insisted that one or two look

ed like a light bulb with haze all around.

Some were probably several feet long,

she added.

"All agreed that the flying objects either gave off a bright light or reflected
the lights from the city. Miss McCall explained that some, especially the first
ones, appeared bright in the middle with a dark circle around the edges.
"She described the floating of the objects as similar to that of a paper plate
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which had been sailed into the air. Some traveled rapidly and others more slow
ly, she added. None of the group thought today that any of the objects had fallen
to the ground. 'They just seemed to float around, sometimes turning around and
going the opposite direction,1 they said.

"Mrs. Harold C. Foy, 604 Maple, who was the first to notice the unusual dis

play in the sky, said at first she thought the floating lights were leaves or paper

from a trash fire, still glowing as they sailed in the air.
"Mrs. Foy described the objects as traveling in bunches, eight or ten to a

group, as well as Mots of singles.' She went on that 'some glided along, while
others traveled so fast you could hardly see them.'
" They were below the clouds,' Mrs. Foy said, 'and looked like cobwebs
with lights in them,*

"Mrs. Dewey Bell, 606 Maple, called a friend or so in other parts of town,
but the others were unable to see anything of the sky spectacle.
"Others in the group of observers besides those mentioned included Mr. and
Mrs. C.C. Hogan, 514 Maple, Bell and Miss Phyllis Wisner, 512 Maple." (xx.)
(xx.)

Coffeyville, Kansas.

13 August.

Daily Journal. 14 August 47.

Twin Falls, Idaho.

(1:00 p.m.)

Flying saucer seen at close range? (See pages 19-20) (xx.)
(xx.)

Twin Falls, Idaho. Times-News. 15 August 47.

The editor of the Blaine, Idaho, newspaper printed the story out of Twin Falls on page one and
added a personal note:

"Editor's note: The following story appeared in the Twin Falls (Idaho) TimesNews August 15. Blue Lakes is located three miles south of Twin Falls in the
Snake river canyon, which varies from 450 to 600 foot in depth from the canyon

floor to the top of the canyon rim. The editor is personally acquainted with A. C.
Urie and believes his story has a good deal of merit an^ submits it in its entirety."
(xx.)

(xx.)

Blaine, Idaho.

Blaine Journal.

28 August 47.

Military Intelligence agents gather additional information:
"As the machine went by Urie, the trees over which it almost directly passed
(Morman Populars) did not just bend with the wind as if a plane had gone by, but in
Urie's words, 'spun around on top as if they were in a vacuum.'
"Keith Urie, eight years of age, said he first saw the machine coming down the
canyon, heading from east to west and following the contours of the ground. Billy,
age ten, saw it almost immediately. Both watched it fly out of sight behind a tree
in a matter of moments. They said they then ran to their Father and learned that he
too had seen the machine.

«t*ff enjrarinr)

hats, such -as a "flying saucer" creation. tDra*lng by Vic Goertsen-

■ides, and could well be the Inspiration for something nr* tn women's

Heads Up, Folks! The Discs Are Flying Again

This is an artist's conception or the flying disc that A. C. Urte aa*

sweeping through Snake river canyon six miles west of Bine Lakes

ranch. It seemed to be powered by Jets emitting a fiery flow on both
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Urir ixul.iined tliut the incident

doun Snnke rnrr caiiwm ut u height
or about 76 feel intm the canyon
fiour 1^Mould rstim.itr lhe speed
at about 1 0O0 miles per hour "

occurred

acrois

rorth side In b

coming

'

all
"I

rltljt
had

^hw

300 (ret and *mio>L on

It

at

about

a

a.

45-degree

anftle They both pot a bottom and
a Mrfe \ieu and »e »ere all lookIng nt it from the south side or th'

a'*o

level with the thing" Urie conttnurd
" Tv.o of ni> bo>». Keith
and BUly. *tie below me and they

of ftbout

a ilde \lcw lit a distance

toward the rfur to *ee tf Ihry »ere

come concerned about mhul was dela>lng them and had walked down

Flying Saucer Reported Flashing Down Canyon
At 1,000 Miles Per Hour; Two Others Are Seen
JiM
nation

lampposts a ft<r reel ing under a
*elt*r of fl>tng taucer reporti. two
more Twin Falls county men revivmJ sprcuUtion on ihe mystery
with vlvkl descriptions of discs they
saw

From A c U-»r »ho operates
the AuRfr r*ll«. Trout
farm
six
mile* *e&t of Blue Lakes ranch In
Snake nver cam on came perhaps
the most detailed account of one of
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lUwklni related that while at

Salmon

dam

Wednesday morning,

a sound resembling the echo of a
motor caused him to look upward,
and there he saw two circular ob

Snake Gorge
river facto* toward vm north. Tw
boys ttf II coming about half a
mils up the canyon, And we all tail
light of U In leu than a mile."
While the impression

vm itffl

vlrid In their mind*, the tbre« got
together and mad« rough sketches
of what they had aeeo. "Ruse, In
turn, wert th« baste for the artut'i
oonosptlon of the strange affair by
Vic OoertBen el Twin Falls for the

Times-News.'
"U vai all on* color—*ort of a
light sky bin* with a red, tubular

fjery glow at the aide of the top or
hood," Urle continued

The eanyon floor U rough

at

that particular point, and It rode

up and down over the hill* and holJowi
type

at
of

a speed Indicating acme
control fatter than th*

reflects of man. It It my opinion
that It U guided by tnitrument* and
mutt be "powered by atomic energy,
at It made very Uttle noise—Just a
B-w-1-i-h at It pasted by."
Urie described the tUe at about
30 feet long by 10 feet high and
10 feet wide, giving It an oblong
Bh*p«. It might be described as look
ing like an Inverted pie-pint* or
broad-brimmed straw hat that had
been compreated from two tldet.
Pressed for hit candid opinion of
Jutt what K was, Urle aald that he
wm convinced that there wa» some
thing to this flying aaucer tltuatlon.
"X know a number of the people who

have also seen them and I know
that they're not Jutt Imagining
tomelhlng or trying to g*t their
names In the' paper," Urle com
mented.
"I do know that It scared the boys
and made* me feel pretty uneasy,"
he added.

Trafflng down a rumor that County

CommUtloner Hawkins had seen an

unusual object In the air on

the

sume day '&* Urle'a experience, the
Time*-New* called him at his Filer
homet

"Yet. I did.11 he replied wlthou
hesitation. "I'll have to admit I'v
been skeptical all along uniLl I saw
II with my own eyes. I can't say
what It was, but I can say there',

tomelhlng injhi.air"...

jects that reflected light. They were
traveling at a great; speed and
higher than most airplanes, accord
Ing to Hawkins.

Aside from this, fee declined to
add details, except to say, 'There's
something In the air.**

HI* general description, however
corresponded closely to those of

hundreds of persons who reported
seeing flying saucers after Kenneth
Arnold.
Boise
businessman,
had
touched off the deluge by telling of
coming upon nine- disc-like objects
while he was Hying In his private
plane In Washington.
rroereafter, the nation became In

creasingly flying saucer conscious,

creating a state of mind that made
It possible /or four 'teen age Twin
Palls

boys to cause

a mild

sensa

tion when they built a model flying
disc and towed Into a local yard
July 10. This was subseuently re
vealed as a hoax, following Investi
gation by the army and FBI.
Thereafter the saucer reports

tapered off Into a few scattered In*
cldents until the question was re
vived by this week's occurrences.

Speculation
hat
ranged
from
mention that the discs could be
army or navy guided missile experi
ments, or that they could be similar

experiments by some foreign coun
try, to "something out of this
world."

Whatever, they are. a lot of people
have seen "something,"
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"Urie seemed completely sincere about the incident.
He said his wife and daughter were in the house at the
time and had not seen the machine. He questioned his
brother, who also lives in the canyon, but his brother had
been eating at the time and had seen nothing. Urie and his
two boys maintained that they had never before seen one
of the discs. Urie, when interviewed, appeared to be a

At Estevan
The .following

story concerning*

the (lying discs appeared In * reetnt i»uo o( tht JCstevao .Mercury ■

To one Estevan resident all the

talk and written humor surrounding

sober, middle-aged man.

the so<alled "flying, saucers" La Ju.st

"John Brosnan, the 'Times News' reporter who origi
nally furnished Special Agents with information about the
incident, likewise stated that Urie appeared completely

some sort He came In ctaae sight

sincere about the machine."

(xx.)

talk because he U thoroughly con

vinced th«l there la such a thing irf

of one and -frankly admlU that, It
scared him.
Returning to Estevan by car liwn

a trip out Torquay direction he #«
travelling with his light* on. Just

(xx.)

U.S. Army Intelligence Files 1947-1952. 65-480.
Director FBI. SAC Butte. "Flying Discs." 20
August 1947. FOI request by Barry Greenwood.
Photocopy in author's files.

at daybreak he had reached a poll it

About

six miles

west of Estevan

itna was watching- a stomTclOTd In

the

northeast ~"Aj

he'

watched

something swept out of the cloud
and

pasted

easterly

near -ihe

overhead

direction.

ground

It

In

a

south*

glided

and

down

then- rose

again and disappeared at a rapid

14 August. Six miles west of Estevan, Saskatchewan,
Canada,

(about daybreak)

rate of apecd. It did not appear to

-toe-very-high In the air.
In describing the object, the ob
server who Is a thoroughly reliable

"Frankly admits that it scared him."

(See clipping right)

person, said "at Ant It looked like
an aircraft wing that was on fir* M
both-cn4a-but-when it p»aa*d-over

15-20? August. Rapid*City AFB, South Dakota, (soon
after dark)

head I could see (hat It vtax circ
ular In shape. It looked to be about
the

sice

of a

tractor wheel

anrt

about a root thick. It was revolving
and appeared to have flames or_fir*

Tight diamond-shaped formation.
An Air Force Routing and Record sheet states:

at'lhe ouufde~edges".A

"

**

Commenting on 1U the obserVvi
?!? -?.h*y.lJ*HFJleJ-at'the «tortca
bl these things, but not any more.
I was-scarrd"The object was real
I kept looking around for aomeono

"Contacted Major...(deleted) Staff Intelligence

Officer of the 28th Bomb Hq. Stationed at Rapid City
AFB who is in charge of interrogation of all air crews ^of
that Wing.

Crew reports showed nothing of interest,

however, Major...(deleted) stated that one evening be
tween the 15-20 August 1947 soon after dark he was
sitting in the parking lot near the line area when he
sighted approximately 12 objects flying a tight diamond
shaped formation stacked down from the lead. They
were approaching from the Northwest in a shallow de
scent, leveled off at approximately 5,000 feet made a
gentle, large radius turn of about 110 degrees to the right
about four miles from the observer and started climbing
to the Southwest. The angle of attack was estimated to be
between 30 degrees - 40 degrees and they appeared to ac
celerate rapidly in the climb. They appeared to be travel
ing between 300-400 miles per hour during the observed

else to witness It but then was no

body ctsfl In sight at the time. I got
out or my car and pinched myicir

several times to make sure X wasn't

drvamlny. 1 thought at ftnt It
might bo an uptldil Illusion but I'm

liiirr
e

bsck into thft car tnd

for Bstcvan

l

fast."

The observer added that because

of tht mftity slurles h« had read
about suoli Uilngi, he Irlid U> I*
careful In his observation. He said

IIMl 11 Iwk "alNUl 20 Meuiitli fui
tl to appear, pass overhoad aitd
disappear." He Hitched carefully
for some sound but heard nothing.
"It Just came and went," he said.

Carnduff,
Saskatchewan,

Canada.
Carnduff Gazette
14 August 47
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period. The objects were elliptical appearing in the plan view and appeared to be about
the size of a B-29 in span. No estimate was made as to the aspect ratio but they didn't
seem to appear unnaturally thick or thin compared to the overall configuration. There
were no aircraft being run-up on the line at the time but no noise could be heard nor any
exhaust trail or flame observed. No other light could be observed except that the whole
object seemed to have a yellow white luminous glow."

(xx.)

(xx.)

Routing and Record Sheet. Subject: Interrogation. To: MCfAXO. From: MCIAXO.
5 July 1948.

333.5 Investigations 1948. January thru August. Photocopy in

author's files.
19 August. Near Soochow, China.
"Thousands of curious people."
According the North China Daily News:

"A 'flying disc' was reported to have landed in the paddy fields at Weiting, a small
town on the Nanking-Shanghi line midway between Soochow and Wuish, attracting
thousands of spectators from Soochow. The exact location is Taiyenchun, Wenchao
village, to the west of Soochow.

"The 'flying saucer,' measuring 15 inches in diameter, was said to have been pro
vided with a parachute, and many yards of wire.

"The fallen disc, which was taken to the village office by chief of the village
Wang Shao-yun, is being exhibited in a glass case at the Weiting Cooperative Society
which had been flocked to by visitors daily.

"A special train had been operated by the Cooperative Society to take curious
spectators from Soochow to see the strange object. The trip from Soochow to Weiting
takes only about half an hour."
(xx.)

Shanghai, China.

19 August.

(xx.)

North China Daily News.

Near Mountain Home, Idaho,

United Airlines pilots report discs.

19 August 47.

(night)

(See clipping on page 23)

19 August.

Bering Strait. Ferret flights every month.

20 August.

Ontario, Oregoa

(See Top Secret message on page 24)

(Just before dusk)

A brief news clip states:

"Mrs. Nora House of 305 N.E. 3rd Street saw flying saucers over her home just
before dusk last night. Mrs. C.U. Stover, a neighbor, reported today.
"Mrs. House said that she saw one saucer at first which she described as 'just
beautiful,' and then later several more flying in formation. They followed a V course
[formation?] at first and later traveled in a straight line." (xx.)
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Mfliusuvertn*;

his

transport

in

Vn effort to* keep I the objects n
ilrht.i thfi1 c«ptnlri| nnld , h« oli'talncd a view which tndlealrd to

him the Jilacs were "approximately

five

feet in.diameter.1;

. ."That \n the way| they, appeared
to" m« at tholr .dlatancte from us,
he Knid,
• *
j

Off.
fc«• \\,'\
\. i • . ..
y"' It
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.1
'
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,•
.;
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Honie for thft.ripprnncli to 13nlhet
was" n^lnjr at ab aftltvide of 8000
f«nt,.tiio cfiptnln naUI.

'

The pilot said that he saw tt)e

two

objects

pa«ii,i beneath ,t)je

plane. IHe i estimated

they ' were

'2000 feet below |hlm. He said they
|wrr« trnvelln* almost due south.

I

'

calr.tt)nUnnI \n

correct.

...

miles per hour.

enptaJn snld the objects flpto him to h« the shape |of

v(vsk(et| tarfi-ets.'f The' obwervntlon
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flight
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(xx.)

Ontario, Oregon. Argus. 21 August 47.

Cortes, British Columbia, Canada,

(about 8:30 a.m.)

Jflw •[ !■ rr—f—H

h

Boise Pi otsv

Twenty flying saucers?
Here is the saucer item in the newspaper:

"Mr. D. Slater and Mr. L. Haines, boom men for the
Munro Logging Co., reported seeing approximately twenty

flying saucers on the morning of August 20th at about 8:30

a.m.

They heard a roaring sound like a big gust of wind and

looked up to see what was the cause. The objects were mov

ing from east to west and travelling at a great speed twisting
and turning above and below each other as they passed over
Coulter Bay."

(xx.)

(xx.)

Boise, Idaho.

*

(12:30 p.m.)

More pilots encounter discs.
21 August.

iimw jtW topc-UUe otyecta Spaas; at
over 1 o'lue valley.

hlffh';apeed

Courtenay, British Columbia. Argus. 4 September 47.

21 August.

i^'Two Boise pHoU, one a! flylne;

■'initniotbrJ
otHcr Ur>- airplane
lnatruotorj tfifi
(fie ot
»aleaman^r*reporte( frfyy they

(See clipping right)

Near Tonopah, Nevada,

(about 11:00 a.m.)
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ported, -tnnde
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lurn

over
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I
| :
I
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h
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Th ■ ,p

ttn>r
i the neaHpst of .the two
'ob^ecX and!did nM.|see what bewatc!

"Flat object coming over the hills."

A Tonopah newspaper informed its readers:

"Most people believe the 'flying saucer' scare had
petered out, but it appears this is not so. Last Thursday

morning about 11, Gene and Elsie Morris, cook and wife,
Jack Stucker and Helen McClain, employees of the Qreat
Lakes Carbon company operating at Basalt, on the Tono-

pah-Bishop highway, saw a flat object coming over the hills
back of Millers, some miles away. As it cleared the summit

t the other
e tllnr.
l

nbjert waa

"d
Hat V the bottom.
ttm |had|a
|h
dome

hka top, and appe*tred|to be flpin
plaa It flew. He luald that aj

went

over

the foothills,

ed and weave (."— -'-"'

It

turil t«

#nad out, niudn u

the ilRht,' and dls
wher flmt affh

pnarnd to be flyl
nortl imL

thno

k , north

- on

were

stated and moved with a fluttering motion. Probably much
larger, it appeared from the ground to be about six feet in

w enjl
their observation. «n<( an id thcyj
could inot eAtlmnt< the height or
size. f the ohjert.i
'iDlntlnrt Umw"
Hhe ;• object
na d
upon :whlch they jcenlerfd ■ their
*tten.lon was «liv >t In color, al-,
though not fi ^r'f>^ t »l\vfr. n had

diameter, and was traveling in a southerly direction, but be

'■I Botfi' men

it dropped to a lower level, but as it neared Mt. Montgomery,
it gained altitude and disappeared.
"It did not seem to be going very fast, the observers

fore it reached Montgomery, it changed its course and head
ed west."

(xx.)

(xx.)

Tonopah, Nevada. Times-Bonanza. 22 August 47.
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21 August. Search for documents.

Top Secret message requesting information in regards to WWII German documents regarding
research and development of guided missiles combined with atomic research in 1943 and 1944
under the Nazi code name AKTION HUETTEU. Request authorized by General Spaatz thru
Wright Field, Ohio.

(See below)
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22 August. "Flying Saucer Phenomena."

Need for some description of disc phenomena filled by Air Intelligence. Estimate based on
reported observations of reliable observers.

M RQ-M

(See below)

RESTRICTED

(3 0 WAV 44)

HEADQUARTERS ARMY AIR FORCES

ROUTING
SUBJECT*

AND

RECORD

TALLY
Ha

SHEET

FIL£
KO.

Flying Saucer Phenomena

TO>

Deputy Chief of Air Staff for Research, & Development

FROM

AC/A3-2, Air Intelligence Requirements Division

DATE

22 August

COMMENT No.—*—j~

Lt Col Garrett/nc/45U

Collection Branch

1.

From a detailed study of certain reported observations on the flying saucers,

selected for their veracity and reliability, it is apparent that several aspects of
their appearance have a common pattern.

2. Before pursuing its investigation of these objects any further, this Office
requests assurance 4-hat no research project of the Army Air Forces, at Ff"«"<ln«
it-flown, has the following characteristics and that it may therefore be assumed
we recent flying saucer "mystery" is not of United States origin:

to a

El

a.

Surface is metallic - indicating a metallic skin, at least.

b.

When a trail is observed, it is a lightly colored blue-brown haze, similar

i eSa-a exhaust. Contrary to a'rocket of tb* solid type, one observation

tha7t^e fueTmay be throttled, which would indicate a liquid rocket angina.

c. As to shape,jai observations state that the object is circular, or at
least elliptical, flat on the bottoa and slightly doaad on the top.

d.

Size estimates place it soaewhere near the »i» of a C-5A or Constellation

e.

Some reports describe two tabs located fet the rear and symmetrical about

as they would appear while flying at 10,000■.
' •■* axis of .flight motion.

^

f
Flights *ave been reported containing from three to nine objects, flying
good formation on each other, with speeds always above 300 knots.

g.

The discs oscillate laterally while flying along, which could be snaking.

ROBSRT TAT
Colonel, Air Corps

Chief, Collection Branch
Air Intelligence Requirements Division

AC/AS-2

RESTRICTED
PASC.
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Latter part of August, 1947.

Alamogordo, New Mexico.

Round white object traveling at "unprecedented speed."

(See below)

UMCUSSIF1E0
HOLLOUAK AIR FORCE BASE
AIAMOOCRDO, NET MEXICO
OPERATIONS & mOJSCTS
ELECTRONIC & AOMOSPHERIC DIVISION

' Hcac/ctd

S-T-A-7-2WI-E-W-T

1.

Reference is made to Par 2, basic communication.

Apparently a

misunderstanding exists in bhat I did not personally see unidentified ob

jects moving at an excessive rate of speed on a radar scope. Rather,
Mr-C e W &<» ' 3 of Watson Laboratories, Tory probably saw unidentified
objects. However, Ur. Rosmovski informed me that the objects seen were
not moving at an excessive speed, but rather were motionless at an altitude
somonhero in the vicinity of 200 milea* When .these were seen on tho Radar
scope of the CPS-Jj. (Modified) the angle of elevation of the Radar antenna

was approximately 70 degrees from horizontal.

2. During the latter part of August, 19U7* this organisation was carry
ing on several test runs with a modified SCR-370 at this base. I had re
leased a corner refleotor and two balloons and was watching them In their
flight as they drifted to the southeast from thifl base. While watching the
balloons through a pair of ten power binoculars, a white object, appearing
to be round, came into my field of vialon. I followed the object as far as
possible but lost it within seconds after picking it up. The object was

traveling at an unprecedented rate of spoed and appeared to'be-several
thousand feet over the top of the Sacramento mountain range, traveling in

horizontal flight south to north.

3.

There have been other tines when manning the 14-2 Optical tracker,

t.

In view of Par 1, this indorsement, it is suggested that UC

that I have seen round or flat-round objects that were unexplainablo.

^- ^of tjie Radar Laboratory, AHC Watson Laboratories, Red Bank, New
Jersey be contacted.

C

1st Lt. TJ3AF
Communications Officer

-OR:GJILE.fP"ES.TO:
REC'OlTS T"7. *."■)

CO Y

Or PAPER -CHECK ONE
C NON RECORD

■ >^

liNCLASSjflEO
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Autumn 1947. Between Winnipeg and Brandon, Manitoba, Canada, (evening)
Two Canadian railroad observations.
Article in the CP Rail News states:

".. .one clear autumn evening, a young trainman working a freight between
Winnipeg and Brandon made a stop for coal and water at Portage la Prairie.
"As he went about his trtain inspection, walking westward alongside thhe
boxcars on the north side of the track, he spotted a giant, cigar-shaped object in

the sky. It seemed bathed in bluish-green light and was proceeding—not at any
great speed—from north to south..

"The description differs somewhat from most sightings since in that the
craft seemed to be directing a beam of light—of great intensity—earthward from
what appeared to be a searchlight.

"(The trainman specified that it was a clear evening. As any engineman or

motorist knows, in clear conditions one does not actually see a beam of light un

less there is dust or misty conditions. I wonder [Nicholas Morant the writer of
this article] if what he saw was a laser beam—unheard of to most people in 1947).
"After permitting him a good look, the mysterious machine turned off first
the lights in the circular windows around its circumference and then the search
light. In the words of the trainman: 'Then it simply became impossible to seeit vanished, like a fadeout in the movies!'

"Other members of the train crew were occupied with their tasks and did not

witness the incident.

.

"The young trainman rose through the ranks to become Superintendent Al

Fryers at Moose Jaw. He has since retired but is still active in public service in
that area.

..

"Recalling the incident, Al says: "It could have been 300 feet long at a mile

or 150 feet at three-quarters of a mile. There was simply nothing to provide a
third dimension: no buildings, no trees—no clue at all to coming up with an es
timate of its size.'"

(xx.)

(xx.) Morant, Nicholas. "Close encounters (...but not close enough)." CP Rail
News. Vol. 8,No.2. February 6,1978. p.3.

A second report near Antelope, Saskatchewan, Canada, (no time)

"Engineman Andy Staysko (now retired) of Lethbridge, Aha., and his fireman

were running late on Train 8 near Antelope, Sask. in 1947.

" "All of a sudden there it was,' relates Andy. 'I called out to the fireman, he

saw it too and was as bug-eyed as myself.'

"What they saw has since become the standard UFO sighted all over the world,

an elongated cigar shaped craft, surrounded with a bluish light and bearing circular
or oval windows.

.

...

"The track swung into the lea of some hillocks and the mysterious vehicle was

30

lost to sight. When they cleared the curve there was nothing to see. Andy put the
UFO's length at 300 feet, and added that the fireman agreed with that figure. But,
as in the Al Fryers case, there was no real way of making a measurement." (xx.)
(xx.)

Ibid.

22-23? August.

Livingston, Montana,

(just before sundown)

"The men from Mars, or whoever."

A Helena newspaper printed:
"Livingston, Aug. 23—They're at it again!
"Who?

"The men from Mars, or whoever is flying about these parts in aerial contrap
tions that resemble nothing in this world so much as saucers.
"Two railway men, of grave nature, incapable of pulling legs, solemnly aver

they sighted the saucers over Livingston within the past few days. J.A. Martin,
watchman at the Northern Pacific shops, saw the fliers; so did Kenneth Smith,
also an employee of the railway system.

"Both say the machine were traveling south, just before sundown, at 40 to 60

m.p.h. The fliers glided smoothly, without a sound, the men declare, and were
plainly visible. Just before that, three small boys saw the saucers, they report.
This time, the things were flying north." (xx.)
(xx.)

Helena, Montana. Independent-Record. 24 August 47.

26 August. Northwest of Mexico, Missouri.

(Sunset)

"I won't say they were 'flying discs' but they were disc-shaped and flying."
Aviators chase discs:
4*

"They were flying near Mexico.

"Nobody says they were 'flying discs,' but the two trained pilots who chased
them says they were discs flying.
"The time was about sunset, Tuesday.
"The place, just northwest of Mexico.

"The people were Ralph Johnson and John Reilly who were flying at about

9,000 feet in a BT-13 at the time.

"Ralph Johnson is a trained observer. He was a Navy pilot during the war. He
saw extensive combat experience. Among other adventures was the time he sank
an enemy sub off Miami—by himself, bombing with depth charges. Incidentally,
he was still in training when this incident occurred.

'Then there was the time he and a handful of other torpedo bombers attacked
seven Jap transports in the China sea. The transports were boiling with Jap infantry

primed to land and kill Americans. And they were boiling with ack-ack, too. Ralph

31
and his buddies attacked.

s

"Final score: seven tubs sunk and that many more Jap troops who wouldn t be

killing American boys in battle.
"The point is, Ralph is a trained aerial observer.

"He knows first hand the difference between hysteria—which has caused some
people to think they have seen flying discs—and accurate, realistic, proven observa
tion.

"John Reilly is no beginner at trained observation either.

"John was in Army and, what's more, has done a lot of flying. It was his BT-13
he and Ralph were riding in when it all happened.
"Johnson tells it this way:
" 'It was at sunset.

*

" 'We were flying at about 9,000 feet when Reilly, who was in the front cockpit,

started shouting to me. I couldn't hear him and wondered what the heck he was talk
ing about.

,

* .

" 'Then I saw them. There were three disc-shaped objects flying in a northwest

erly direction. They were at our altitude. While they reflected the red of the sun, I
think they were actually gray in color.

t

" 'I couldn't tell much about their size. We turned toward them and tned to catch

them.

" 'We were doing about 140 miles per hour...but they ran off and left us.

" 'They weren't flying in any kind of formation. They were sort of strung out

but going too fast for us*

.

" 'I won't say they were 'flying discs' but they were dis-shaped and "y^g- we

both saw them. They were not close enough to accurately estimate their size.'" (xx.)
(xx.)

Mexico, Missouri. Mexico Weekly Ledger. 28 August 47.

28 August. Dr. Lincoln LaPaz comments.

"Some of them are right."
Special to the El Paso Times:

*♦

" 'If hundreds of people throughout the United States say they've seen "flying
discs"zooming mysterious through the sky, chances are some of them are right,'
Dr. Lincoln LaPaz, director of the Institute of Meteoritics at the University of New
Mexico, said Wednesday.
"Dr. LaPaz believesthat although 99 per cent of the 'disc reports were pro

bably hoaxes, the other one per cent were the result of unpublicized experiments,
and he said authorities will unveil the secret in due time.

" 'The common man is not so easily fooled,' Dr. LaPaz said. 4The first per
son who saw the Japanese balloons in the U.S. was a rancher's wife and her reports
were laughed at until official report's proved her right.'" (xx.)
(xx.) El Paso, Texas. The El Paso Times. 28 August 47.
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2 September.

Nanaimo, British Columbia, Canada,

(daytime?)

"Scared pigeons."

Here are two slightly different accounts:

"Flying saucers, wheeling back into the news, stampeded a flight of pigeons
here and sent them racing back to their coops in fright.
"Thomas Naylor, well known west coast pigeon fancier, reported the pheno
menon Tuesday.

"Mr. Naylor swears he saw one of the whirling discs scatter his Birmingham
rollers, which were flying at great height." (xx.)

(xx.)

Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada. Vancouver Sun.

3 September 47.

The second version:

"Thomas Naylor, local pigeon breeder of Prideaux street, claims he saw a
'flying saucer' while putting some of his birds through their paces.
"The birds were cavorting around in the sky when suddenly Mr. Naylor saw
what he said looked like an aluminum disc divide his pigeons, causing them to make
a hasty dive for their coops.

"The birds were so,upset, he said, that he was unable to go near them for an

hour."

(xx.)

(xx.)

Nanaimo, British Columbia, Canada. Nanaimo Daily Free Press. 3 September 47.

3 September.

"Space ships."

Whether it was officially inspired or not, a news story out of Washington D.C. on September
3rd discussed "supersonic missiles," "glide bombs," "space ships," and "satellites." It was
pointed out the U.S. didn't have a desired "celestial battlewagon" as yet, and wouldn't have one

in the foreseeable future. If the news story reflected reajity, and we have no evidence to make
us think otherwise, American experts must have been astonished at any serious suggestion the
Russians had developed such a craft:

"FIVE TYPES OF SPACE SHIPS FOR WAR USE NOW POSSIBLE

"WASHINGTON (AP)—Space ships capable of pouncing upon any would-be
aggressor are theoretically possible, but the United States has a long research road
to travel before it can rely upon such celestial battlewagons, two scientists asserted
today.

"Doctors Lawrence R. Hafstad, director, and Daniel T. Sigley, a staff member
for the Johns Hopkins University applied physics laboratory, said that producing
even simpler types of supersonic missiles demands conquering vast problems of
propulsion, launching and guidance in an entirely new field of aerodrynamics.
"The laboratory is conducting guided missive research.
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"Hafstad said the only guided missiles now in 'operational' existence are the
American developed gravity-powered 'glide-bombs' and the German devised
V-2 rocket projectile. But 'good progress is being made' in research towards
other weapons.

"Sigley told a reporter that these five devices are 'theoretically possible' if
scientists perfect the proper mechanisms of propulsion, launching and guidance.
"1. 'Satellite' vehicles, or space ships, launched at speeds capable of getting
them beyond the earth's gravitation pull, where they would circle our planet,
ready to effect destruction or do reconnaissance by remote control.
"2. Missiles that would plot their own course to an earthly objective by means
of built-in telescopes and other equipment, 'tricking' on the stars, the moon and
the planets.

"3. Projectiles which could be made to follow celestial 'highways' made by
the invisible lines of magnetic force which surround the earth.
"4. Guided missiles that would 'ride' a radar beam to a target orfollow a
course computed automatically within the missile after it had passed the converg
ing point of two radio waves at some point in the sky.

"5. Projectiles 'homing on a target by means of heat waves given offby a
target factory or ship."

(xx.)

(xx.)

Nanaimo, British Columbia, Canada. Daily Free Press. 3 September 47.

The work by American-scientists continued, although public knowledge of any project was

sparse. For example, in 1949 Secretary of Defense James Forrestal mentioned the existence of
some "earth satellite studies" but nothing more. In fact, when Russian spy David Greenglass
collected America's atomic secrets in 1947, he also gathered what he could of information about
a "sky platform." (xx.)

(xx.)

Washington D.C. 1 February 58. (AP)

11 September. "Exploit all available sources."

As we have seen, the idea that Russia had an "advanced guided missile capability" seemed very
unlikely, nonetheless the U.S. Navy alerted its riilitary attaches in Europe to obtain any informa
tion available.

(See pages 34-36)

11 September. Charting and plotting.

One way to determine the-origin of the saucers was to examine reported flight paths of any ob
jects sighted. Evidently this was the assignment given T-2 representative A.C. Loedding, and a
Dr. Charles Carroll. Wright Field supplied photostats of reported flying discs sightings to Dr.

Carroll and Loedding on September 11th.
19 September.

Arise Forteans.

The flying saucer mystery was made to order for the followers of the late Charles Fort. The
one Fortean to rise to the occasion was Norman Garrett Markham.
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NAVX DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF IIAVAL OPERATIO

Washington 25, Df C.
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SECRET
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Serial 004934P38
From:
To:

Chief of Naval Intelligence.
Distribution List.

Subject:

Guided HleTsile Intelligence.

Enclosure:

(A) Speoiflo Intelligence Iteme of Intlares't to

Aeeiatant Chief of Naval Operation^ (.Quided

Missiles).

*

r

'

1.

The Chief of Naval Intelligence la exp: oJuVig-all

?•

In order to facilitate the collection of guided

"-

available sources to obtain information on foreign deiol*pmente in'
the field of guided miaulles, and is supplying pertintnt-data-toall oognleant naval activities!
^—

mlaslle information, Op-67 has listed In Enolosure (A) those lnteiligenoa items of epeolfio Interest in order of priority.
Whereas
these ^re speoiflo items, there are many others of general nature
wnloh will likely be of interest to Op-B7.
*

.
3.
Addresaoes are directed to make every effort to
obtain as muoh intelllpenoe as possible on this subject covering
both developments in tfio oountry to whioh they are accredited and
any information pertaining to developments in the U.0.S.R. or satel

lite countries.

/s/ R. M. MacKinnon,
Distribution List:

Havnl Member, ACC Sofia, Bulgaria
Naval Member, AGO Buohnrent, Runanla

Naval Attache. Helsinki, Finland

Naval Attaohe; Rone, Italy
Havnl Attaohe, The Hague, Netherlands
Attache for Naval Questions,

Switzerland (Roe. Paris).
Naval Attaoho, Copenhagen, Denmark
Uflval Attache, Athone, Oroeoe
Naval Attaohe, Stookholm, Swadon
Naval Attache, Bolgrndo, Yugoslavia
Naval Attaoho, Brussels, Belgium
{Res. The Hague.
■-

By Direction.

Attaoho for Naval Quostlone,

Czechoslovakia (Roa. Beigrado)
Naval Attaohe, Paris, France

Naval Attaohe, Oslo, Norway
JIavnl Attache, Moscow,
Russia,
NnvAl Attache, London,
England.
Naval Attache,
PolAnd.
Naval Attache^Turkey.
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SPECIFIC INTELLIGENCE ITEMS OF INTEREST
TO

ASSISTANT CHIEF OF KAVAL OPERATIOIB(QUIDED MISSILES)
1.

Relative proportion of total military Research and Development
effort devoted to the exploitation of Guided Miss lies.

2.

Relative proportion of Ouided Missile Research and Development
dovoted to the application of knovm techniques as opposed to
fundamentally new approaches*

3 ♦

To what extent are Qerman scientists being exploited in the
Ouided II Is silo endeavor?

li.

Are the Qeman scientists boing effectively used in engineering

£,

If the latter (U above), what moans arc being employed to

fields to improve engineering techniques aimod at mass production,
or are they being used to further scientific endeavor?

Improve engineering techniques'

6,

Where and how extensive are tho Guided Missile Centers of

7,

Are they developing Quided Ulssiloe with n view to launching

0,

What progress is being made in tho development of long rango

o.

Do they have a reulistic uppor atmosphere research program?
If so, to what altitudes does their research extend? '.That
are tho objectives of tho program?

Activity, Proving Grounds, otc?

from submersibles, from surface craft?

Guided Missiles?

10.

Havo they devolopod affective moons of RADAR camouflage?

11.

Are long range missilos undor development of the Ballistic
or winged typo?

12.

What effort is boing mode In tho development1 of moans to
dotect and counter (Including anti-missile missilos) guidod
missilos? "hat is tho extent of their anti-submarine offort?
A.nti-aircraft offort?

13

What guidance toohniquos do they plan to employ on long rango
missiles?
Intormodiatfl and short rnnge missiles? Aro those
tachniquos susceptible to dotoction nnd countormeasuros?

ENCLOSURE (A)
SECRET
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What typo of paylonda do thoy plnn to use for bombardment typo
miasilo? Whnt la oatirantod offactivo lethal radius?
1$.

Aro any pnyloads of non-oxploalvo typo, such ne ehonlonl
warfare, bleloglool agonta, propnganda leaflots and tha liko,
undor dovolopmont for use with ffuldod mlsslloa?

16,

What particular types of onginoa aro undor dovolopmont for tha
propulsion of long rango nisailoa? Are thoso typos capable
of naas production?

17.

What fuola nre under dovolopmont for uao In miaailo propulsion
systems? Aro thoy avnllnble In quantity foralargo scalo uao

■»

In nlasiloa?

tftiat pro(»roas Is likely In the'application of

nuolear onorgy for tho propulsion of nissiloa or aircraft?
16.

la epooial effort boing oxpandod in tho devolopnont of spoolal
motals for uso In ongine construction or linora to withstand

19,

What protjroas la bo ing mado in the dovolopmant of high power

high temperaturea?
%

,

oloctromagnotic Bonoroting aoureos?
nro undor dovoloiywnt?

20,

Hhftt types of sourcoa

At what frequenolos?

Have thoy dovelopod any apoolnl motor in Is for olrfrnma

oonstruotion? (of spoolnl interost nro production mathods,
qulokly fabricated parts, boat roslstnnt materials, ffnd nny

natorlols usod to combat surfaeo friction)*
21,

Hhot guidod raissilos ?launohinc dovico" nro undor dovolopmont?

22,

How aro niasiloa lnunohod?

their own propulsion oyatemT
"booster rookota"?

I.e. - nro oisslloa Inunchod by

Is thoro a program for dovoloplng

EHCLQSDRS (A)

SECRET

mdmi Hitnnoui
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Markham's essay of September 19,1947, was something of a precursor to later UFO books:
"Since the time of the Bolshevist revolution at the end of World War I the
countries not involved in the revolution have had a tendency to look upon the
Russia with suspicion. Let any strange occurrence be reported which defies ex
planation and immediately Russia is blamed—especially if this occurrence seems
menacing.

"In 1921 (see New York Times index March-July 1921 under 'Accidents,

Shipping') a number of ships of all nationalities vanished off the north Atlantic.
One of these ships, the Albyan, was a Russian vessel. These disappearances,
which took place during one short space of a few weeks, never have been ex
plained. At the time the unproven assertion was made that Soviet ships were
stealing them.

"In the winter 1933-34 (New York Times December-February 1933-34)
strange aircraft were seen in northern Scandinavia. These craft flew at night and
were equipped with lights. Observers were unable to identify them. They vanish
ed or reports on them stopped near the inferior conjunction of Venus.
"At the time of inferior conjunction, Venus is at its closest to earth for a per
iod of 584 days.
"Russia was blamed for the 'ghost airplanes' of Scandinavia. She denied
having dispatched them.
"It would have done Russia no good to deny the 'ghost rockets' of 1946.
From some time in July J 946, until August and after, there were reports from
Sweden and Norway and Denmark on spool-shaped and spindle-shaped things,
vomiting fire, which streaked through the sky. In spite of the fact it was sheer
foolishness for a country to be carrying on experiments in rocketry under condi
tions where, because of military censorship in the target countries, the result could
not be known. Russia was blamed for sending the rockets. See papers for July
and August, 1946. These rockets were heard of no more after November 17, that
year.

"There are some, reading this, who will say that if this is the case then Russia
was probably availing herself of the date of the inferior conjunction of Venus in
order that the appearances would be attributed to Venqs. But this would not be in
telligent; there are very few people on the entire earth who would look for such a
periodicity and association.
"Recently we have had a host of reports on 'flying saucers.' What these
things are, is unknown. Many have seen them—or at least claim to have done so.

It seems foolish to disregard the observation of Captain Smith and his co-pilot
(United Airlines) and of the flier Arnold of Boise who first brought them to public
notice. There are more reports than these which seem acceptable. While hysteria
unquestionably added many false reports t the record nonetheless many of the re
ports on the discs are doubtless upon something actually observed. Whatever
these things were, they flew faster than any aircraft so far invented. They seem to

have been driven by some unknown, possibly unguessable [sic] means of propul
sion. Most reports on them indicate that they made no sound in flight. After re
ports had been out on them for a while, there were witnesses who came forward to
tell of earlier appearances of them.
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"The army was investigating reports that at Manitou, Colorado, last May, some

employes of the Pikes Peak and Manitou railroad had seen at noon some object above
Pikes Peak. By description it was like the'flying saucers.' A Japanese businessman,

Tomoyo Okado of Tokyo, said that during B-29 raids on Tokyo on May 23 and 25,
1945, he and others had seen something like 'flying pancakes' which had cruised at
'taxicab speed' in the sky which the bombers had vacated.
"In Denver a Belgium warbride, Mrs. Emmett Cagley, who had recently come to

the United States, said that in February 1947, the discs had made their appearance in
Beligium. She said the same furore had greeted them there as attended upon them in
the United States—and the same doubts and attributions to hysteria and practical jok
ing.

"(See for the Japanese account Associated Press dispatch datelined Tokyo July

12, for Mrs. Cagley's account: Rocky Mountain News July 7, 1947)
"As though following a system of some sort, we find that the Tokyo appearance

of the discs fell near to the inferior conjunction of Venus of April 15,1945: that in the
Belgian case the appearance of the discs followed inferior conjunction of Venus of
Nov. 17, 1946.

"It is not known what the surface of Venus may be like. The planet is covered
with clouds. That Venus is some 24,000,000 miles from earth at its closest means
nothing for the purposes of space travel. According to Hohmann, Richardson, Ley

and others who have concerned themselves about future space travel, the cheapest and
longest trip from here to Venus would consume 146 days, with the possibility that if
hyperbolic orbits were iised by the craft the distance could be negotiated in as little as
12 days.

"We have only in the past forty years dreamed mathematically of reaction-driven
spacecraft to the other planets. There have teen accounts printed from time to time as
if some other entities, living somewhere else, had beaten us to space flight.
"In the '60s of the last century there were black rains at Slains, Scotland, some of
which were accompanied by enormous appearances of furnace slag washed in on the
Scottish seacoast. These slag floes were so copious that in the language of James Rust,
who wrote of them: 'All the blast furnaces in the world could not have [part of clipping
missing] .. .is these black rains accorded with the periods of close approaches of Venus.
This may predicate metallurgical work on the sea boflpm.

"For the purpose of opening a speculation it might be thought that an older culture
somewhere else has long depleted its own planetary natural resources and is obliged to
go elsewhere to find mineral raw material, metals and the like. It would be thought the
reason why we have never caught them at work on the sea bottom. When one thinks of
it, space craft, which would have to be hermetically sealed in order to voyage through
space, could just as easily function as submersibles if rigged to do so—the use of ballast
tanks would make such a usage possible to them.

"In our haste to blame these things on Russia we are only overlooking a series of

phenomena which may be of the most interesting character and of the highest conceiv
able importance to us in times to come.

"Suppose that we succeed in some day making space craft. That is, if our stupid
haste to kill each other with atomic bombs and disease germs does not forever forestall
such a possibility. And suppose the phenomena of'ghost airplanes,' 'ghost rockets,'

and 'flying saucers' are the writing on the wall which tells a tale of extremely well-
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advanced, highly intelligent outsiders.'

"If such appearances accord so well with close approaches of Venus, it is
possible that planet has a great civilization upon it."
(xx.)

(xx.)

Pueblo, Colorado. Pueblo Times. 19 September 47.

Late September.

"Russian saucer bases in Mexico?"

It was mentioned earlier that the best air approach to the U.S. would be from a site in Mexico,
although hardly probable. A General Brentnall was contacted by a Mrs. Madeline Owynne
Merchant in September. She claimed the Russians were operating a flying disc base in central
Mexico! Since Mrs. Merchant was a civilian, General Brentnall was not inclined to take her
woman too seriously, but he did notified Headquarters, Air Material Command, about the "novel
theory."

(xx.)

Wright Field was interested enough to follow up the assertion,

(xx.)

Letter: To: Commanding Officer. Operating Location No. 16 of 731st AAFBU

(101st AACS Sq) Kirtland Field. Albuquerque, New Mexico. ATTN: Col.
Howard G. Bunker. From: H.M. McCoy. Colonel, Air Corps. Deputy Com
manding General Intelligence. (T-2). Air Force Intelligence Files. Decimal
File 1946-47. 566-583. Photocopy in author's files.

24 September.

The Horten tailless aircraft.

An intelligence report filed before Kenneth Arnold's June 24th saucer sighting was reevaluated.

It was another one of those small fragments of data that made the Air Force think twice before
casting aside the Russian hypothesis.

(See pages 40-41)

3 October.

The Air Force tries to mend fences with the FBI.

4 October.

"Sky display."

(See pages 42-43)

News clipping:
**

"Large round balls of light, much resembling the moon, moving across the sky

over the Gulf of Georgia and disappearing in the direction of Vancouver aroused
curiosity of Nanaimoites who were about at midnight last night. 'Flying discs' re
ported one interested spectator to a member ot'the Free Press staff by telephone.
The phenomena, however, was probably a freak of aurora borealis or the Northern
lights.

"The huge discs, beautiful in the night sky, appeared at intervals of about 10
minutes and sped across the sky to disappear again. Some thought it might be a
display of search lights from some ship but none was in evidence in or about Nan-

aimo. The balls of fire rose into the sky over Newcastle Island and moved eastward,
(xx.)

(xx.)

Nanaimo, British Columbia. Canada. Nanaimo Daily Free Press. 4 October
47.
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DECLASSIFIED.

C 0 P I
TS8AI*-2B/ACL*eec

2U September 19U7

SOBJSCTt

"Flying DUo*

To,

Corananding Oeneral
Arny Air Forces

Washington 25, D. C*

ATTNt

1.

A0/A5-2

Major Q

Oeorge UcDomld

to conpOlanoe with Oenoral MfiDonald'a telephone eoawaa-

tion, W. daiTti <»«1.H. lU'ltodfy. %»»•,*»! '*?St

here^th la a copy of a draning entlUed, BLoeddi«K
deaignated LD-2. -Becauae of patent, rtghta in«Jw*.

J

Jf£

ted that a record be kept of all persona revieiring thia drairing by
witnessing with signattires and dates directly on the drawing.
2.
This drawing should b»retomedto this office when it
has serrod its purpose so that It can be turned over to the Patent

Qfn
f

Hq. JWOforoffioIal^rMp^-

3.

^^^ig^U/

' /?***

Inclosed herewith is also a report prepared by the Royal

/ UrcsraJtrEatabUahMnt, Technical Note, AERO 1703, which,describee

I

thr rtnrtnn tinimni tf*"-**^

B» folOorAng references are invited

I wScrirSoSsidered elgnificant In "lating the Hortenbrothers per\speotiTO thinking and aocompliabnenta toward ths alleged nWin«

^Saucer" caset
a.

Page 5, Paragraph h acd 6.

b.

Page 6, Paragraph 1 and 7»

c.

Page 26, Paragraph 5 and 10.

d.

Page 27, Paragraph 12.

e.

Page 28, Paragraphs 1 through 5.

f.

wPage 5U, Photograph of Horten "Parabola".

U-399U2
C 0 PjT
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Basic ltr, dtd 2U Sep 1*7, to CG, Hq AAF, Wash, subjt "Flying Disc"

g.

Page 69, The Horten VIII.

h.

Pages 71 and 72,

i.

Page 7U, Drawing bf the "Parabola"*

Photographs of the Horten IX Versions,

This document should also be returned when it has served its- intended
purpose.

./>/.- ^

km

/

A recent report from the U. ^♦Military attache, VoscowT USSR,

dated 9 June 19U7, indicates that 1S00 aircraft, directly or indirectly
based on the Horten VIII design (six engine pusher, having a wing spread
of 131 feet and a gross weight of approximately thirty-three thousand
pounds) are being.built for bomber squadron use.
The Russian version,
however, is jet propelled, reference report whose identification No» is

V-32291-8.
5.
The T-2 report nGerman Flying W.ngs Designed bv Horten Brothers0.
No. F-StJ-1110-Hd, also inclosed herewith, may be retained tfy^your office
if desired.

FCE THE COMMANDING GKHHtALi

H, M, McCOI

Colonel, Air Corps

Deputy Commanding Oeneral

intelligence (T-2)
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1.
Drawing
2.
RAE Tech Note, AERO
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Honorable John Edgar Hoover
Director. Federal Bureau of Investigation
Dear Mr. Hoover:

^ Thank you for your letter ©X September Zlty- concerning the
investigations relative to the Hying disc incidents, and allow »e to
take thi» opportunity to clarity «hat appears to be a adminderetanding
with regard to United States Air Korce instructions in the matter.

It wa» nerer intended that those instructions should be interpreted as aiapOy placing upon the Federal Bureau of Investigation the

tardw of runninV^^^««^' ** "°~akH «* otb0r tra^*1 *****•>

*hile reserving to the Air Force the task of interviewing the so-called
responsible observers.

On the oontrary, it w felt that the Federal Iwreau of Irnresti-

uld We an ianodiate interest in determining, and ■«»" ** "•■*„

SaUneS^o find out, whether or not there existed a pattern of deUberate
attempt* to provoke eiciteocnt within the Unit* states for possible subyersive or other sinister purposes.

It was tbn original intent of this tfftoo that, whereas the Air
Forcis within the Air Defense C«r*and would intorview various observer*

and secure detailed statements in regard to certain aeronautical •"«»•*

oTreported sightings in the a^ your ftu^u «>ulrt ^^ll^

of purported Gyiag <"-«e being found on the ground and check the
vtanoea for any evidence of subvertioa.

Cf course, as it soon developed, each agency took the next
logical step — Air Force units began to investigate "ground" incident,
and Federal Bureau of Investigation offices were interviewing £•«"£•

of "air- incidents. Because of the inTomai liaison known to wdjt ia
the field between Intelligence Officers of the Air Force and 3j*oi*i

iwnS of tout Bureau, and because of the established liaiacn between
both Headoiarters'her; ^ Washington, including the exchange of "^Irtain
woJIiTid
it was considered that such an overlap in certain
woJIiTid Sr
Sr both ag«ieiee,
g
bl
areas was desirable*

Although instructions were sent to the field which
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DBCUSSXHD PER iXBOJTOIVE ORDER 12356, Section 3.3, NND 863511
By

..GLewis

as true a picture as possible, froa an aeronautical standpoint, Tor our
research pomonnel engaged in working on the problem. Perhaps an un
fortunate interpretation of the word "responsible* by a subordinate
echelon of the Air Force may bare conveyed the iapressicn that "orank
inoidents would be the exclusive concern of the Federal ftireau of Investigate
Obviously this Office had no such intent, by Inference or otherwise.

Dntil it ia concltt^iYely demonstrated that there are no sub
versive possibilities connected with the flying discs, I hope that your
Bureau's interest in the natter wJ£l continue.
Sincerely yours,
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7 October. Hudiksvall, Sweden,

(noon)

"Ghost rocket" over Sweden?
Press report:

"The newspaper Aftonbladet declared mysterious cigar-shaped missiles were
seen flying high over the city of Hudiksvall, in northern Sweden, at noon today.
"The objects emitted a sound similar to a motor noise and streaks of fire from
the tail, Aftonbladet said. They came from the north, it reported, and disappeared
at a slow speed to the southwest." (xx.) (There was an official reaction to this
press report. See November 26, 1947)

(xx.)

Stockholm, Sweden. October 7,1947. (AP)

12 October.

Samalayuca Mountains, Mexico,

(about 9:30 a.m.)

Missile?/meteor? impacts the earth in the Samalayuca Mountains, Mexico.

(See War Depart

ment message on page 45)

13 October.

Oakland, California,

(morning)

"Like Saturn."

An AP dispatch said: "A thing 'that looked like Saturn with a ring around it' moved at terrific
speed westward across bay area skies early Monday morning. Ben Dobus, 48-year-old Oakland
photographer, avows. He had no camera at the time, but said Cab Driver A.J. Goldman also ob
served the object."

(xx.)

(xx.)

Oakland, California. October 15, 1947. (AP)

20 October.

Dayton, Ohio,

(about 1:20 p.m.)
«*

"Look Grandpa the fimny flying fishes in the sky!"

It would seem this report was authentic since even a child thought the objects were odd. The
witness was interviewed by Mr. A.C. Loedding of the Analysis Division, Intelligence Depart
ment, Headquarters, Air Material Command, Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio. After the sighting
was broadcast over Dayton-radio station WING and published in both Dayton newspapers, the
Herald and the News, project engineer Loedding contacted the observer. Here is the result:
"At approximately 1320 Eastern Standard Time Monday, 20 October 1947,
I was strolling in my orchard in a Easterly direction with my grandson, [deleted
... ]. Suddenly the little fellow exclaimed, 'Look Grandpa the fiinny flying fishes
in the sky.' Looking up I observed two strange-looking aircraft. They were fly
ing very fast in a very straight course from West to East, but slightly to the North.
The sun was to my right and the sky was cloudless which seemed to make the
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: -y1A
'WAR DEPARTMENT

.CIASSIFIH) MESSAGE CENTER

JcotoG-cmH te^XQEC; <. .a ; ^CLASSIFIED

CG Fourth Arqjr Ft Sam Houston, Texas from Hodes sgd
'Coulter Beputy Army Comdr
Dept-bf'Army tattn Directors P and 0 and Intelligence
Wash DC

13 October 1947

13O137Z

DTG:

.

The following message received from Gen Homer commanding Ft Bliss

Texas via telephone 2400Z hours is quotedi

"This is 'a report of a minor

and unusual Incident not of .national interest.

It is alleged that as of
15302 an aerial object landed in Mexico near the towns of CassettaReforraa - Guadeloupe all opposite Fabens Texas,
Object approximately one
meter long traveling east to west, blue or silver in color with flames in
the rear.
No smoke, object alleged to have detonated with explosion beyond

horizon in Mexico.
I, Gen Homer have made recon of area and have interviewed
available witnesses.
American consul has transmitted the foregoing to
American Embassy in Mexico, There are no military activities at Biggs Field,

White Sands Proving Grounds., or Ft' Bliss that could have caused this

incident on this date.
Army Ground Forces will be notified by me.
The
press and radio locally and New York Times representative from Los Anpile a
now checking-the incident.
No action required by higher headquarters.

Available information at this time is not adequate to estimate cause of

the indicent.

End,"

Additional information when and if available will be

forwarded.

NOTE:
ACTION:

See OS IN 2336 (13 Oct)

*•

ID

End

ID

INFO: AF, AGF (Ln Gp), PO," S03, FID, RD
UC IN 55082
(13 Oct Kl) DTO 13O137Z

UNCIASSIFIED

Jdc

<f)l°'
UNCLASSIFIED
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objects reflect the sunlight rather brilliantly. As a result, the shape was not clearly
evident but they distinctly did not have wings and they looked like cigars, that is;
they were much longer than they were wide. They were flying together. One ob
ject was to the rear and about one city block apart and to the right of the leading
plane. They did not dip nor veer from a straight flight in any manner. They seem
ed to be very high but I could not judge the altitude exactly except that they were at
least one mile high and could have been five miles high. There was no noise nor
sound of any kind. The trail or exhaust was very unusual and seemed like a slight
trace of steam that seemed attached to the airplane and which disappeared immedi
ately. It did not persist in the air like vapor trails nor like exhaust from ordinary
airplanes and jet aircraft of which I am very familiar having lived in the same house
for the past twenty-two years and viewing airplanes almost daily that fly over my
property. I am in very good health, active, and my eyes are also considered good
even though I am fifty-eight years old.

"I know that what I saw was real. They were not meteors, birds,- nor ordinary
aircraft. I was so surprised and certain that the objects were strange that I felt dutybound to make some sort of official report. Therefore, I immediately called the
Herald newspaper and told them what I had seen. I was not seeking publicity, and
only thought that was the best and quickest way of making an official report." (xx.)
(xx.)

Statement by [Name deleted] Montgomery County, Van Buren Township, Dayton,
Ohio. Project Signl948 Investigative Reports. 333.5 Investigations 1948 January
thru August. Natjpnal Air Intelligence Center (NAIC). Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio.
Photocopy in author's files.

25 October.

Innisfail, Alberta, Canada, (about 8:00 a.m.)

Small flying disc.
Press report:

"Mrs. Glenn Hemm of the Oklahoma district about 12 miles west of Innisfal
called at The Province office on Tuesday and reported having seen a flying saucer.
"On Saturday morning, October 25 about 8 o'clock Mrs. Hemm was in the
yard when she saw flying through the air in a south-easterly direction what a ap
peared to be a silver disc about two feet in diameter and 6 or 8 inches thick. It
was about 100 feet high and moving along quite leisurely.
"She went back to the house and called Mrs. McAnally of Crossfield who
was visiting and they both watched the curious disc until it disappeared in the
distance." (xx.)
(xx.)

Innisfail, Alberta, Canada

27 October.

Innisfail Province.

30 October 47.

"When You See Those Flying Saucers."

A song written by Charles Grean and Cy Coben and copyrighted on October 27, 1947,
contained lyrics writer Eric Nesheim suggested were a "prototype of contactee doctrine, (xx.)

47

(xx.)

Nesheim, Eric. Saucer Attack. A Kitchen Sink Press Book for the General Publishing
Group, Inc.: Los Angeles, California, 1997. p.48.

Here is how the song goes:
"refrain:

"You better pray to the Lord when you see
those flying saucers.
It may be the coming of the judgement day
It's a sign there's no doubt of the trouble that's about
So I say my friends you'd better start to pray

They're a terrifying sight as they fly on day or night
It's a warning that we'd better mend our ways
refrain

Many people think the saucers might be someone's
foolish dreams
Or maybe they were sent down here from Mars

If you'll just stop and think you'd realize just what it means
They're more than atom bombs or felling stars
And though the war may be through there's unrest
and trouble brewing
And those flying saucers may be just a sign
That if peace doesn't come it will be the end of some
So repent today you're running out of time
When you see a saucer fly like a comet through the sky
You should realize the price you'll have to pay
refrain."
(xx.)

*

(xx.)

Ibid.

30 October.
pages 48-53)

The hunt for the flying saucer.

The German/Russian theory gets prioity.

(See
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AFOIR-CO/Lt Col Oarrett/raob/4544
28 Oot 47

Intelligence Requirements Onl
Aircraft
Hq, USA? -

CSOID

Attni
Plans and*,
Collootion Bran'oh

1.
It Is rvqoasted that a Colleotion Ifemorandra, ilsilar to tho attached
draft, be i8eu«4 to the addra»s»00 indicated theroon.
Thl» is In aeoordano*

with oonrerBatioir^betifiwn Li* Colonel Smith and lit. Oolttriel Oarrott.
2.

It will':Do' appreciated if, "at the tiaa

. •

.

,

ten (10) additional ooplee oould be run off and sent'to tho BLreoterato of

Intelligence, -Air^Intelligenoe Reqfuireaents Division, Golleo'tlon Branoh, f.or

file purposes,
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2.

Draft of Collec
tion Uenorandun

*

QEO. P, SCHULOEM

'

"~~^c>-^

Brigadier General, U.S.A.^C » "^

■ -

: -

Chief, Air*"In'-lll<genoe Requirements Div«

Offioe of Ase't. Chief of 'i&x Staff-2
AAF
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■/
ERAFT OF COLLECTION MEMORANDUM

OBJECT

1.

This Memo sets forth the ourrent intelligence requirements in the

field of Flying Saucer type aircraft.

GENERAL

1.

l

'.;*.,

An alleged "Flying Sauoer" type aircraft or object in flight, approxi

mating the shape of a diso, has been reported by many observers from widely^ s scattered places, such as the United States, Alaska, Canada, Hungary,; the Island
of Guam, and Japan.
This object has been reported by many competent \6bservers,
including USAF rated of floor a.
Sightings have been made from the ground as well
as from the air.

2.

■

', . i

Commonly reported features that are very significant and which
may'aid
rhic

in the investigation are as follows t

•

*\*\

,

V

a*.

Relatively flat bottom with extreme light-refleoting ability.

b.

Absenoe of-isound except for an .occasional roar when operating under

super performance conditions.

i_

.-?-,'

Y .*

0.

Extreme maneuverability and apparent ability to almost hover.

d.

A- plan, form approximating that of an oval or dieo with a dome shape

e.

The absenoe of an exhaust trail except in a few instances when it

on the top turf .toe.

"

*

.

-

was reported to have a bluish color, like a Diesel exhaust, whioh- persisted
for approximately one hour.
Other reports indicated a brownish smoke trail

that could be the results of a special catalyst or ohemioal agent for extra
power.

f.

The ability to quiokly disappear by high speed or by complete dis

integration.

g.
The ability to suddenly appear without warning as if from an ex
tremely high altitude.
*•
h.
The else most reported approximated that of a C-54 or Constellation
type aircraft.

1.
The ability to grdup together very quiokly in a tight formation when
more than one aircraft are together.

j.

Evasive action ability indicates possibility of being manually r

operated, or poosibly'by electronic or reaote control devices.

k.
Under certain power conditions, the craft seems to have the ability
to out a clear path through clouds « width of path estimated to be approxi
mately one-half mile.
Only one incident Indicated this phenomenon*
->*,*'
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3.

The first sightings in tha U.S. wore reported around the middle of May.

The last reported sighting took plaoe in Toronto, Canada, 14 September.

The

...

greatest activity in the U.S. was during the last week of June and the first , ' -

■week of July*

4.

.

'

^

This strange object, or phenomenon, may be considered, in view of oertain\

observations, as long-range aircraft capable of a high r.ate of ojimb, highoruising speed (possibly sub-aonio at all times) and highly^jnaneuyerable and papabje; •

of being flown in very tight formation. For the purpose bf anal/sis and.^valuation
aauoer11 phenomenon, the objeot
of the so-oalled "flying
flying aauoer
objet •i^tajjjjjs.
i^ajjjjj being
g ,i,i*Miune4

i
to be a manned aircraft, of Russian origin, and baaed on the perepeotiveHhifking and actual accomplishments of the Germans.
,
" .*"'*.-/- '•'
. * :-"'•-.,

. 5.

Thar© is alao a possibility t2iat^tha'Borten.Dfoihera^perape9,tivV:think- '

iagmay.have inspired this type of air'oraft,-/jpartioularly.the^Parabola,»».,whiohv.
has a orescent plan form. Records ahoW/tnat only a gliderVersion waa built of ;;
this type airoraft: It ia reportedYo have-been built-in Heilegenberg# ,'Oernany,t'Jbut was destroyed by'fire before having*eyer".been flown.- The ^orten'brotheri' , /■

latest trend of perspeotiye thinking waa^definitely* toward 'aircraft: oonfigQfations'.

of low aspect ratio.'..The younger brother,, Rieaar, atated.that the -"Parabola ^V ;c, -

configuration would hove the least induced drag -' which ia"*a very Bignif^ioabii.t ''« ^ \
statement.-• The theory supporting ^this statement should be obtained 'it yrtMl**^

* 4%'.,'-.*
"

f"s %'

.

■ ••

-' . ";*

*

-

\'

' *x '"'• .V?^1(v?'.;^''""'

6. '.The German High Command^indibated'a definite Interest (In the( Bor^en type

'of flying wingfan4"Were about'fco Vwabark'on a rigorbua oampaigi' to devel^.*rauo^v;^ .
airoraift .toward the end" of the war.

A* Horten design;'known as the, IX, w^ioh'waa:. ;

designated as the fco-83229 and Oo-P-60 (night fighter) waa tp'be-'raanufaotured'by^

the Ootha Plant.
It leVeported that a oontraot for fifty such airoraft, waa,: 't
planned, but only three or four were built.' Thi,s plant-ia now in the nanda"of / ^
the Russians. A recent report indicates that the Russians are now planning;to I*"
build a fleet of 1,800 Horten VIII (six engine pusher) type 4flying wing,airoraft.'
The wing epan ie 131 feet.
The aweepbaok angle ia 30 degrees. '.The Huasian ver- '
eion is reported to, be Jet propelled.

REQOIREMENTS
1.

■

.

-\ . '

Requirement's appear at Inolosure Ko. 1.

Control Ho.

DIBTRIBPTION "
1.

*
A-1917

'

'

'.

' r:

.•','.

'

'SPECIAL IHSTRPCTICMS

-

,

t

,

.

'

•

''

",[,'*'

. '

■

'

'

, r

-

'

'

'

To MA's England, Tranoe, Sweden, "Finland, USSR, Turkey*%Oreeoe, Iran,-,-•""

China, Horway, Philippines, anel to Commandep-tn-Chief, Far .East,' and Conmanding *T
General, United States Air Forces'in Europe,'through Consaanding General, EUCCM.
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INCL05URIS HO. 1

1.

Research and Development

a.

'.That Oerman scientist/ had a botter-than-average knowledge of the Horten

brothers* worlc and perspective thinking; where are these scientists "now
located, and what is their present activity? Should be contacted and in

terrogated.

,b.

■

'

What Russian factories are building the Horten VIII design?

c.

Why are the Russians building 1,800 of the Horten VIII design?

d.

What is their contemplated tactical purpose?

..e.
f.

g.
h.

2.

&/ - /

,

.„

flhat is the present activity of the Horten brothers, Walter arid Riemar?
Tlhat is known of the whereabouts of the entire Horten family, partioularly^the sister? All' should be contacted and interrogated regarding any
contemplated "plans' or perspective thinking of the Horten brothers, and
any interest shown by the Russians to develop their aircraft.

Are any efforts being made to develop the Horten "Parabola" or modify

this configuration to approximate an oval or disc?

What is the Horten perspective thinking on internal controls or controls
that -are effective mainly by streams of air or gas originating from with
in the aircraft to supplant conventional external surface controls?

Control
For any aircraft whose shape approximates that of an oval, disc, or saucer,
information regarding the following items is requested:.
^ ^

a.

Boundary layer control method by suoticn, blowing, or * combination of
both...

.

<*

b»

Special controls for effective maneuverability at very slow speeds or ex
tremely high altitudes.
■

c.

Openings either in the leading edge top and bottom surfaces that are em
ployed chiefly to accomplish boundary layer control or for the purpose

>

of reducing the induced drag, Any openings in the leading edge should be
reported and* described as to shape, size, etc. This investigation is
significant to Justify a disc shape configuration for long-range applic-

Ation'

'
t

O

WIHi.

*\ /^^.

3M

3,9
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3-

d.

Approximate airfoil shape In the center and near the tips.

e.

Front view and rear view shape.

,

^ i,

. •

-

,

■ .

•

,•

Items of Construction

a.

Type of Material, whether metal, ferroua,-nori-ferrous^or non-metallic.

b.

Composite or sandwich oonatructlon utilising various cot&lnatlons of
metals, plastiosVand'perhapa .balsa wood. «' iA.'» * w*/** . ,--"£}'>•••*. r*1

c.

Unusual fabrication methods to achieve 'extreme light, weight and struct

ural stability .'particularly In connection with great-capacity .for*fuel
storage.- ■:/ m'v/I^-v .
~, . 'J '<?»' '*?' <rylm j.- -'• t*vV •* «♦*«• *•

Items of ArranAament

a.

-. -r \ vouirt cf rf'vr* ■-

*

- -.~ '-— '; ^ *< -0''^* -**> r«*^

Specinl provisions .eruch as retractable domes to provide unusual obser
vation for the pilot or ore* members.

b.

Crew number and.aoconodation facilities.:

> o< j>^-'

c.

Pressurized cabin equipment.',t

•

*;

•'•'
*-!■

»;., *

r ".'"- ^i-?^l«i

;

— - ^ • C"

d.

High altitude or."high speed escapement methods, i

e.

Uethods of pressurlsatlon or supercharging from auxiliary units or from
the prime power plant.

f.

?.- -. '

.

'

*
*•* -*1--* '* ;

t

Provisions for towing - especially with short fixed bar, and for re-fuel
ing in flight.

g.

Provisions for assisted take off application.

h.

Bomb bay provisions, such as dimensions, approximate location, and unusual

' *

5.

-

■

.

features regarding the opening and closing of the doors.

Landing Gear
♦*

a.

Indicate type of landing gear - whether conventional, tricycle, multiple
wheel, etc.

b.

Retractable, and Jettison features for hand gear.

c.

Provisiona for takeoff from ice, snow, or water.

d.

Skid arrangements fer either takeoff or landing.
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6.

Power Plant

a.
'

'" *'••

Information is needed regarding the propulsion system used in the air-

craft. Possible types of engines that could be employed includei

(1)

Reciprocating (piston type) engine or gas turbine. Either or both
of these could be used to drive propellers of conventional or
special design, rotating vanes,

• *

(2)1 Jet propulsion engines including turbo Jets, rockets, ramjets, pulse
Jets, or a combination of all four.
'
•■
. J, •' *f*J>

'•'

-

ducted fans, or compressors.

...

(3)

.- -

'

' v

-

-

,

:-

. ■ >

/„

Nuclear propulsion (atomic energy). Atomic energy engines would vprobably be unlike any familiar type of engine, although atomic en
ergy might be employed in combination with any of the above types;

Aircraft would be characterized by lack.of fuel systems and fuel
storage place.

b.

The power plant wpuld likely be an integral part of the aircraft anoV
could possibly not bo distinguished as an* item separate from the aircraft.
If Jet propulsion is used, large air handling capacity, characterised
by a large air inlet and large exhaust nozzle, should be evident. The
size of entrance and exit areas would be of interest. It is possible Jhat
the propulsive Jet is governed or influenced for control of the airoraftThe preaenSe" of vanes or control surfaoes in the exhaust or methods ,of•*,
changing the direction of the Jet should be observed.

c.

Information desired on the propulsion systems pertains to the following
* items!

(1)

Type of power plant or power plants.

(2)

General description.

(3)

Ituting (thrust, horsopower, or air flow).

(U)

Type of fuel.

(5)

Catalytic agents for ouper-performance or normal crusing power.

^

.'i

I

Y'
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The Schulgen cover letter, draft of collection memorandum, and inclosure no.l, which have
been reproduced on the previous pages, are genuine documents. Fakes exist that include words
that favor extraterrestrial spaceships. The truth is the engineers at Wright Field, led by A.C.
Loedding, were clearly thinking in terms of a terrestrial aircraft, (xx.)
(xx.)

Todd, Robert G.

"Bill Moore and the Roswell Incident: The True Believers

Deceived." The Spot Report. No.7. March 7, 1997. Privately published by
Robert Todd, 2528 Belmont Avenue, Ardmore, PA. 19003-2617. pp. 1-6.
ETH lives.
While the engineers at Wright field were in pursuit of the apparent rational Russian explana
tion for the disc reports, civilians were more interested in the more exotic idea of alien visitors.
The Sci-Fi people led the way.

Ray Palmer, in an Amazing Stories editorial, remarked: "We've just had proof that the whole
darn Martian Space Navy could tour the earth, aid ten days later nobody would believe they
were here because everybody would be seeing everything from Martians to pink elephants in
the sky."

(xx.)

(xx.)

"The Observatory." Amazing Stories. November 1947. Vol. 21, No.l. p.6.

Other writers, who specialized in compiling anomalous events and claims, like Harold T. Wil
kins, would soon discover the flying saucer mystery. A lack of success by the Air Force to come
up with a satisfactory solution to the disc puzzle would encourage extreme speculations. Wild
ideas about the saucers' motives, nature, and capabilities would appear in books and magazines.
(A 1948 monograph by Wilkins was titled: Mysterious Disappearances ofMen and Women in
the U.S.A., Britain and Europe. Haldeman-Julius Publications Girard, Kansas. 32pp. No flying
saucer connection was made with the data—as yet;)

(See page 55)

Fall, 1947.

First "UFO publication." Weird Unsolved Mysteries. u

An early science fiction "fan" publication, Weird Unsolved Mysteries, was so packed with
saucer news it could easily qualify as the world's first "UFO publicatioa" (See page 56-69)
Cover missing. Note the comments about Roswell.)
"Flying Somethings."

Campbell's editorial.

Another remarkable early literary event was John W. Campbell's editorial in the October 1947
issue of Astounding Science Fiction. Little noticed at the time, UFOlogists rediscovered it in the
latel950s when the editorial was reprinted in Lee R. Munsick's UFO Newsletter #77 (May 25,
1958). More recently, Campbell's editorial has enjoyed renew notoriety since many feel that the
passage of time has proved him correct in a number of ways. (See pages 70-71)
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WEIRD

UNSOLVED

MYSTERIES

By way of an introduction
We herewith introduce the first issue of Weird Un$olvtd Mysteries, which incidentally, has been in the planning stage for a long, long time
It falls J>T»r ahb-rti

of our hopes and ambitions
siderable

amount cf hard

but even so it represents a dream fulfilled-

work

- sad a con

The editor has done some travelling in his time, has been in some very strange
places, has met some even stranger people
He has talked extensively with all manner
of persons, especially with returned service men who have had strange, unusual
and.
even fantastic tales to tell afiout experiences and occurrences in the far. lost
cor
ners of this planet,
All

of which should make for much

future issues

unusual.

for

fantasy

and

science

thought-provoking an,d interesting reading in
fiction

fans, as ttftJJL «a other devotees of the
It is our intention to publish accounts u>T bitarre ■wrid^svisn'Teird .tuu^panaggs,

but always with some sort of factual basis*

actual eye-witness accounts and Beacript-

ions of things which ostensibly happened
or whic"h Very real persons claimed happen
ed, in line with our intended policy of keeping our readers informed intimat-cly as
well as up to the minute on TRUE FANTASTIC EXPERIENCES

POLICY AMD SCOPE OF THIS PUBLICATION
True

occurrences,

presented as such.
it will be «uch as

newspaper,

and other

accounts of

alleged phenomena

will

be

If any fiction be presented along the line of our subject matter.
to make for further interest and to round out the publication
It

will be presented as fiction, and so marked. Articles of scientific or speculative
nature will be presented, but as articles rather than stories, ' Sources^Bnd:re"ferenees
will be given
Thus FACT and FANTASY will be kept distinct, and no attempt will be
made to intermingle the two, although they may appear side by side in the 3ame i3su<t
If an item ia marked as having appeared in such and such a publication, chan the
reader may be 3ure that it appeared therein
Naturally, we cannot vouch for its authen
ticity beyond giving £he source.
Whenever possible, however, it shall be our policy to call on and/or correspond
with the people involved in an attempt to ascertain and veri *y fasts, and to gain addi
tional fue information for our readers

CONCEPT—And How It,Came To Be Published
As stated earlier, the concept of such a publication as this one had existed in
our mind for some time, and was even then long in the stages of planning and prepara
tion,

A very long time before the erstwhile 'Flying Saucers*' made their fladhing debut
above the peaceful Cascade countryside of Washington, and eventually on the front pages

of the nation's newspapers.
Yes, we had thought about issuing such a magaziqe as this
but not necessarily
about "flying discs or saucers" Hecause we had«/iot yet ever hta-d of them
save
in
the collected clippings of Charles Fort
-who did not refer to them as *'saucers"
It took us ultra-moderns in this age of cynicism, the year 1947 A D . to tack
that descriptive appellation on what has quite evidently been a phenomenon o? qnt-s
long standing
»

"OPERATION FLYING SAUCER"—-Big Plans fo' Future

Issues

Naturally, the advent of the "flying Saucer" mania, occurring aa it did, precise
ly at the time that we Were seriously considering a publication of this general nature
and concept, got itself ..right in the line jf fire — and the Editorial Hair
*nd so -•

"FLYING SAUCEFS" it wa&i

The second issue may feature the conclusion of * Ope"*fcio» Saucer' ,

(i)

a/

-% may
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contain material pertinent to other "Weird Unsolved Mysteries".

In any case you won't

wafit-to miss the big Winter issue. It will be definitely worthwhile — a real MUST for
any lover of fantasy, science**fiction, or the weird.
As we go along, we are positive that we shall be able'to improve the format, the
reading matter, and the general appearance. We will also gain nutiliiahiog^eKperience
which will be reflected in the general quality of the magaxine. So, if you ar**of a
critical nature, and are planning to comment unfavorably on this issue, wait until you
iiffve seen the second and third numbers. We ask that you reserve judgement until then.
We hope to have litho covers for 1ater issues, perhaps in color, as well as repro

ductions of photographs, interior illustrations. There is the possibility of fiction
by some real S.F, luminaries-i - - and perhaps we may be able to print the magazine before
too long.

We hope

that you will be with us.

"OPERATION PHILCON"—It Is Later Than You Think
We hope to aee many of you at the "Philcon", the Fifth World Science-fictioa
Convention, to be held at the Penn-Sheraton Hotel in Philadelphia over Labor Day week
end
(August 30, 31, and September 1st). So, until then
watch out for ttho-se darn
discs•

And if by any chance,

you haven't made

any plans to

attend yet---remember-«-IT

IS LATER THAN YOU THINK — -!

The Editor

THE EDITOR'S HAIR
An editorial department wherein the editor lets his hair down, (yes,--the editor
actually has hair, his own, too), or tears into things that get into his hair

TO SCIENCE-FICTION FANDOM:
Possibly

some

explanation is in order

for that

august

body most commonly known

as science-fiction fandom, insofar as the rather unorthodox nature of this magazine
is concerned, both a%regards the material to be found herein and the presentation of
the

same.
We can or j y plead

that this is not intended to be just another ordinary fanzine.
Its chiei value to organized fandom will lie largely in the fact that it is intend
ed to be a complete record, published in ant journal, of all the widely scattered data
and reports which pertain to the so-called "Flying Saucer" affair, intended for future
reference by fabs, authors, and persons who collect such information. It is intended
to serve them as a reference recordof the miscellaneous data, facts, and fancies con
cerning the whole flying saucer episode.
Be thiaasit may, as far as " organized" fandom is concerned, there do cexs&t a

great number of outlying science-fiction fans, fantasy and weird readers--- and
just
plain interested outsiders, many of whom write to the magazines but belong to no fan
club, many who have read the mags for years out have written few (if any) letters to
editors. These "reader" fans number in the thousands.
Since this publication is intended for a somewhat larger group than the ordi
nary amateur a,f journal, and will be sent to a large number of the above mentioned
persons, this will account for the necessity of presenting somethingof interest for a
variety o* groups
in piece of the narrower degree of specialization that has been
reached in the standard modern fanzine.
Then too, there is the hurried attempt to meet a deadline in order to have this
First Issue out in time to present at the World Convention. This resulted in a hodge
podge of material, without time for a decent attempt at presentation, or a better for
mat, These things will >e forthcoming if all of you will bear with us
As will, too,
those

fan photos

and litho covers.

It is hoped that eventually we can contact a number of the "outsider"

(2)

ans, and

1
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ead, getting them interested in the field, perhaps to the extent of joining one
_f the various local clubs that constitute organised fandom—through the medium of
this publication, and a stf. newspaper called SCIENCE FANTASY REPORTER (or Fantasy
florid)
If you

wish to subscribe to this publication, simply send one dollar, no more,
for a full year's subscription. (Address on Content* page.) All comments and letters

from you, both private correspondence as well as mail for the Reader's Section, will
be especially welcome. All mail requiring an answer will be answered. The next issue
W1U notbeall about " saucers" of course, but will contain material of a more general
nature (see NEXT ISSUE page). We can use any items you may care to send us, since we
are definitely in need of material. (See PRIZE CONTEST.)

COnING SOON: SCIENCE FANTASY REPORTER---the magazine of FAN SIGNIFICANCE, the magazmeofNEWS, VIEWS, and REVIEWS—featuring "TOE FANTASY TRAVELLER" and "FANTASY SEEK
ER " or "fantasy is where you find it," a department. Also fanographies "inside fandom

"

ADVERTISING RATES $3.00 for one full page (your ad). $1.50 per half-page. 75*
per quarter page
Classified ads, not over five lines, 30*; 2 insertions 50*. Have
your ad appear are full year for $1.00. Litho or Photo Ada, Bask Cover Ads, write
for special reasonable rates. WE GET RESULTS!

THE "FLYIrtG SAUCER" MYSTERY
KOW IT ALL BEGAN
THE STORY AS TOLD BY KEhNETH ARNOLD

On June 25£h, 1947, Kenneth Arnold, a commercial flier of Boise, Idaho, reported
seeing nine disc-shaped objects over the Cascades, Washinyto;:. lie estimated that they
were travelling at the j>rod igious speed of 1200 miles per nour. More auout Arnold's*
statement later.
*
,*...,.
This was the first report. Shortly thereafter reports of tne "flying oiscs be
gan pouring into newspaper offices and police stations all over the western states.
For a while tne reports were confined to this general locality—but it was not very
long until mysterious flying objects had been seen in the Mid-West, the East, and
the 'iorth-East. Soutnern states followed. Eventually reoorts were received from all
but three or four of tne states. Perhaps there will be later reports from these, as
wei

as from foreign countries.

This article will consist of a running commentary, interspersed with quotes from
the various newspaper and radio reports whicnwehave examined and comments thereupon.

RADIO STATION KYW. cPhiladelpnia, Pa. "The £*so Reporter." || P.M. Sunday,July

6, 1947. Commentary to tne effect tnat Gene Graves, flier, of Sioux Falls, S, Dakota,
whowas already in the air, saw a silvery object "shooting across the sky. "He radioed
back that he was chasing it, but witnout success. It soon was lost to signt.

Eye-witness accounts from the EVENING BULLETIN, Philadelphia, Pa. Saturday, July

5th.

PORTLAND, ORE, July 5(AP). The flying saucer mystery reached fever pitch today.

"I saw them myself" statements came from a veteran United Airlines crew, scores of
Portland residents, and sixty picnickers at Twin Falls Park in Idaho.

The UAL pilot, co-p*lot, and stewardess, who had scoffed consistently at tly
ing saucer" tales, said that they saw such objects last night while flynga
ssenger
Plane from Boise to Portland*. Their statements followedaday during which the iucers^

were reported in many parts of the nation.

(3)
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Many Portlanders, police included as well as. three newspaper men and experienced
fliers, declared that they saw silvery discs undulating over their city,
MEW ORLEAhS—Object spoited by girl, hiss Lillian Lawjess said that she saw an

object, shining like silver or chromium, flying at great height and terrific speed,

moving in a northeasterly direction over lake Pontchartrain.

PORT HURON, ,'ilCh.—Describing what they saw as flat, translucent plates 12 to
15 inches in diameter, several residents of this city reported seeing the "saucers?
Onaflight from Emmet, Idano, Captain E.J.Smith, of Seattle, a veteran of four

teen years with United Air Lines, said that he observed round'flat, objects "like a
pancake standing on end" for about twelve minutes while flying towards a point, south

east of Ontario, Ore. ne radioed the Ontario airport, but officials stated that they
saw nothing.

,t

_

TWIN FALLS PARK, IOAH0.—Sixty persons picnicking—s.aid thejf<8(aw the discs

yesterday afternoon. First seen by a party of seven, then, ten minutes later, spotted
by a crowd of twenty or tnirty, who saw another batch of nine or ten of the things.

Word passed around, and soon the gathering saw yet another &roup of objects circling
and climbing.

SEATTLE, a'ASH,—Frank Ryman, Coast Guard yeoman, said that he took a picture
of what some residents north of Seattle thought v/as a flying disc* The photograph
showed a pinpoint size spot of light against tne dark evening sky, (The picture appear

ed on page 3 of the PHILADELPHIA USURER, for July Oth, 1947.)" '

HUNDREDS SIGHT "FLYIIiQ SAUCERS" AS MYSTERY GROWS.
ONE AIR DISC REPORTED STUKTING.

REPORTS FROti MANY SECTIONS OF US. TELL OF BAFFLIUQ PHENOMENA.
The above headline appeared on the front page of the PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER, Sun

day, July 6th, 1947 (AP). Hundreds of persons throughout the West told yesterday of
seeing mysterious rfVy 2iscs—and Canada's east coast—Prince Edward Island—-sent
reports of the strange objects first reported in Washington by Kenneth Arnold.

PORTLAl.O POLICE WATCH DISCS.».Early Friday afternoon Portland poi ice were swamped
with calls and issued an all-car alert. Within minutes two patrol cars radioed re
ports to the effect that they were w&tcninfl the discs.
DISC CIRCLES OVER rtALSER LAKE,' IDAHO—At 7 P..,. George Astor of Spokane, Wash,
said a group of two hundred persorts ooserved one disc circle for twenty minutes over
Hauser Lake before zooming away*

T

-

LOS ANGELES—Pilot "scared si My". L.A. pilot and his companion report that

they were "scarec' silly" when theysawwh&t they thought was one of the .flying saucers

moving swiftly northeast at 7000 feet, some to/o thousand feet above their plane.
PRIKCE EDWARD ISLAND—Reports came in from tnis Canadian point., One disc was
seen moving south, and another southeast.
**
Nearly all the observers agreed tnat the objects—whatever they might be—

were round, flat and s..iny, How bit, tney were remained uncertain. DanJ. Whelan, the
L.A. pilot, estimated .ne onehesaw as from 40 to 50 feet in diameter, but residents
of Huron, Michigan, thought that they were much smaller than this.
Captain E.J.Smith, pilot of a oAL plane, and spotter of several saucers, said:
"rt's hard to judge size unless you know how far away a thing is." Out he agreed that
"none of us had believed in these saucers

eports before."

THE REPORTS SPREAD—SAICERS, SAUCERS EVERYWHERE.

The INQUIRER says that it was on June 24th, rather ;<ian the 25th, that Ke> neth

CO
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Arnold first reported sightir.g a formation of nine of the things^.

Army and ,*avy officials said—with scepticism^—that as far as th^taripfc,.ftfte9

were no such craft as those described by Arnold—flat circular objects' as'big'as DCpassenger planes, and moving in a peculiar weaving path.

7./0 DAYS LATER™(June 26th).- A carpenter working on top of his home in Kansas

City, Missouri,

reported that he saw a train of nine flying saucers^—presumably the

same formation sighted by Arnold.

OKLAHOMA CITY—A businessman recalled that he had seen a craft similar to
those described by Arnold two or three weeks earlier . (This was Byron Savage of
Oklahoma City.)
PHILADELPHIA—By the next Friday evening the flying saucer was reported here
in Philadelphia by Or. M.K.Leisy, junior interne at the Pennsylvania Hospital for
Mental Disease, Wh & Market Streets. Dr. Leisy said that the object which hesaw
was travelling at moderate speed, and that it was disc-shaped and 1uminous, with a
halo.

LOUISVILLE, KY.—(Another report said that the "saucers" were watched by a Un

ited States meteorologist at Louisville on June 24th.)

The Philadelphia DAILY NEWS, Tuesday, July 8th, 191*7,' devotes nearly a full
nrigo to the matter and has a photo of Orson Welles, with the following headline &

story:

DISC IN HAND WORTH $300; IN SKY THEY'RE DIME A DOZEN...There were no takers
for rewards of $1000 each offered in Chicago, Los Angeles, and Spokane forcugqnuine

flying saucer.

STATEMENTS FROM ARMY and other official

sources.. .Official

Washington was

sure today that it knew what the flying saucers were not—but it hadn't the faintest
idea of what they were,

ARHY AIR FORCE spokesmen said that they had the matter under
Preliminary study had revealed that the flying saucers were not:
1.

2.
3.

investigation.

Secret bacteriological weapons designed by some foreign power.

New-type Army Rockets.
Space ships.

Officially the AAF said that

it "is keeping an open mind," because the discs

have been reported by so many normally responsible persons.

"The.statements of wit

nesses are being correlated in an effort to identify the reported objects."

Rear Admiral Paul F. Lee, director of the Naval Research'Laboratory,said

tersely:

We concur

in the Army announcement."

REWARDS—The three $1000 rewards were posted by E. J.Cul igajr, President of
a Northbrook, Illinois, company; the Spokane Round Table (a group of gagsters); and
the Los Angeles World Inventors Exposition. (Which placed a five day limit on its
offer )
LOS ANGELES H0AX(?)—Vernon Baird, L.A. pilot for the Fairchild Photogrammetric

Engineers Co., told avividwstory of how he tangled with a "flying yo-yo" while pilo
ting his P-38 for the company, while mapping the area between Helena and Yellowstone

Park.

'However, L.J.Archer, Fairchild superintendent, of L*A., said after the storywas
Published that he talked with Baird by telephone, and that the pilot admittedmaking
the whole story up while "blowing the breeze around the hangar."
, .
CIVIL AERONAUTICS BOARD—A spokesman said that the agency was reluc ant to

start an investigation, but might be compelled to if the discs began to fly in regular
commercial airlanes of crashed Into other aircraft.

(5)
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MORE ABOUT THE LOS AHGEt.ES "FLYING YO-YO" HOAX

From the PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER, Tuesday, July 8th. BOZ"EMAN> MONTANA, (AP). Tie

crew of a commercial plane told today how they destroyed a "flying saucerB"Vernon
Balrd, pilot, and George Cuttin, photographer, both of Los Angeles were flying a
P-38 over western Montana's rugged Tobacco Root Mountains yesterday, taking pictures
for the Federal Reclaimation Bureau,

Baird said they were flying at 360 miles per hour, at 32, WO feet, when the "• yo" appeared about one hundred yards behind themo It was pearl gray, a clam-shapcd
airplane with a plexi-glas dome on top, according to Bairdo "It was about fifteen
feet in diameter and about four feet thick*"

"It overhauled our P-38, so we took evasive action* The Jyo-yo< got caught n
my propwash and the thing came apart like aclam-shell. The two pieces spiralled down
somewhere in the Madison Range,"

Baird said that he looked art>und when the pursuing craft disintegrated and s.w
several others "darting around like a batch of molecules doing the rhumbau" Baird
couldn't say whether or not there was a man inside the "yo-yo'sa domec "I was Uo
busy flying my plane,," (This story was presently denied by Baird's boss, the super
intendent, who claims thatthepilot was just "blowing the breeze. » Nevertheless,, the
story made front-page headlines in newspapers across the-nation*OcED«)
This is a good science-fiction story if we ever heard one! We wonder if, by any
chance, Mr. Baird could be a fan? Dld'he ever hear of the Los Angeles Science FanCasy
Society? Should we write and tell him about it, perhaps?

It seems that these Angelenos will do almost anything (the fans I mean)* What

will come next? (I should say what wqq1±I) Where's Ackerman?
LOUfSVILLE, KY,—From the EVEN ING BULLETIN, Phila*, Tuesday, July 8th. Startof
the second sectidn of the paper. A rather large picture of a night landscape, sho^

ing two long luminous streaks shooting across the dark sky, (-AP WIREP.tfTO ) "Two of

the three objects reported by many persons throughout Kentucky last night streak in
an easterly direction across the sky north of Louisvil le.. The Louisville Weather Bur
eau attempted no explanation^said most callers termed tham flying ^sauce's."

Stiff necks and goggle eyes were the order of the day as the nation s "flying
saucer" jag reeled on today; sky-watching became a new avocation. Sixteen picnickers

on the historic battle field of Gettysburg0,.reported seeing a half-oozen saucers

spinning over their heads0
There were still a variety of explanations: they were secret rad10-controlled

flying missiles sent aloft by U.S. military scientists...etc. No one knew for sure.

Could they be spotted by radar?
THE WHITE HOUSE took cognizance of the flying saucer mystery with an announce
ment that no investigation was under way«

The PHILADELPHIA IHQUIRER, Tuesday, July 8th, has a large picture ('ACHE TELEPHOTO
Service), on its front page showing Father Joseph Brasky,ofSt, Joseph s Church(Craf
ton, Wisconsin, holding whart he thought to be one of the flying saucers that hive
been baffling the nation.

IT LOOKS LIKE A SAWBLADE. (Like acircular saw blade

ED.) He said he heard

swishing and whirring ftoise and then a thud and a mild explosion, then found

a

disc. Gadgets and wires are attached to itH
(Several of the "gadget objects" were found by reliable persons, which were

simply devices rigged up by pranksters and jokers, trying to imitate the "real
thing." We have no further reports yet c. this side of the affair but . e trying
to check those we do have,

Next issue'will carry some interesting jr. o-.

BOTH sides of the affair.

(6)
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A WOMAS SAID...
THE WOMEN SPEAK
SPOKANE, WASH.—A woman
size of a five room house."

CLEARWATER,

pans."

,

-

insisted that the objects she saw were "about the

FLA.—A woman said that the discs she observed "resembled

«

pie-

: ^ < >%?■,<<-

RUTLAND, VT.—A woman reported that she and her husband witnessed a brilliant
object in the night sky which she assumed to be a flying saucer, although it was
stationary at the time.

CA'BRIDGE, i'ASS.—A housewife said she saw "agroup of white

f^y;rng

saucers

whirling around and going at a tremendous speed."

The PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER, Wednesday, July 9th, carries a huge black headline

on the front page: ARMY SEIZES 'FLYING SAUCER;' and pictures on page three (ACME

TELEPKOTO) showing the Pontiac, Michigan, version of the discs in mid-air, The
"discs" were photographed by Albert Weaver at Pontiac. He and two comrades said that
the objects were travelling at 100 miles per hour, 150 feet from the groind,

IOWA MAN CLAIMS REWARD—Oeiwein, Iowa, July 8th, (AP). A claim for the re
ward for a flying disc (discovery of) was made today by Lloyd Bennett, who said one
crashed into his front yard last nighto

Bennett said he'found the piece of metal, 6i inches in diameter, and about
I/Cthofan inch thick, in the yard this morning. One side of it had been torn awayi'e said that no planes were overhead at the time the object swished through the

trees and landed on his lawnHe had the highly polished disc

analyzed

,
by George Kuhns, a metallurigst, who

said that it took heat of 6300 degrees to melt a chip of it, Kuhns also said that
the disc appeared to be. a type of die-cast met<al.

SriREVEPORT, LA«-*~Aluminum disc found,(INS). Intelligence officers at Barksdale Field said today that they are holding for the FBI what may actually be a
"flying disc" or just another hoax,
._,.,..
j
The disc, made of aluminum and about sixteen inches in diameter, is equipped

with two radio condensers and a flourescent light "starter" mechanism, connected
with a coiled copper wire.

'

,.

,

.

a

.

It was found by F.G-rfarston, an automobile salesman, who said he first heard

and then saw the disc, settling down in a nearby streeet. He said that it gaye off

an orange color as it landed. Police declared that it was "obviously the work of a
prankster" who hurled it over a signboard and watched it land at Harston's feet.

NORFOLK, VA.—From the Philadelphia DAILY, NEWS, Wednesday, July 9th, (IKT.)

A picture

tree-tp

in' the middle section of the paper, showing a round black object above a

captioned "r!ere we go again." The photograph was taken by William Turren-

tine, li- He says that the object isone of three which passed overhead at a very high
rate of speed-

ARMY AND NAVY AUTHOR IT IESV ,THE ARMY

IES AND AGENCIES.

INVESTIGATES- ^STATEMENTS BY PROMINENT AUTHORIT

INQUIRER, Wednesday, July 9th

ARMY AND NAVY AUTHORITIES...Washington, July 8th,(UP). Announcement of the find
ing of a flying saucer* three weeks ago came from the Roswell, New Mexico ArmyAir
Base near which the object'was discovered
SECURITY LID US ON.-.AAF Headquarters here later confirmed the find -aid reveal •
ed that a"security lid" had been clamped on al1 but the sketchiest deta is o thediscovery,

(7)
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AAF spokesmen would say only that the "saucer" was a fljmsily constructed kitelike object measuring about twenty-five feet in diameter and covered with amaterial

resembling tin-foil. A telephone call from Brigadier General Roger B, Ramey,commander
of the Eighth Air Force, at Fort Worth, Texas, said that the purported saucer was bad
ly battered when discovered by a rancher at Corona, 75 miles northwest of RoswelK
Ramey scoffed at the possibility that the object could have been piloted or
that itcould have attained the supersonic speed accredited to the 'flying saucers"
sighted in recent weeks. He reported that the pbject was too lightly constructedto
have carried anyone and that there was no evidence that it had a power plant of any
sort. It bore no identifying marks, and Ramey emphasized that no one had seen It in

flight,
AAF sources ruled out the possibility that it might have been an Army weather
kite. Helium balloons have been used for the past seven or eight years. The spokes
men said that it had been sent to Fort Worth for trans-shioment to Dayton*
AAF commanders in New Mexico refused to permit it to be photographed on the
grounds that it was "high level stuff", although Ramey indicated that he was not
attaching too great importance to the find pending a thorough investigation.
Spokesmen said the rancher who found the disc, W,,W. Brizel 1. had no telephone
so he kept it stored away until he could contact the Sheriff s office at RoswelK
The Sheriff got in touch with the 509th Bombardment Squadron at Roswell, which for
warded the object to General Ramey at 8th Air Force Headquarters in Fort Worth*ouoo
The AAF said the object "apparently had a twenty-five foot diameter if reconstructed^

ROSWELL ARMY AIR BASE STORY (A later release from the DAH.Y NEWS,Philadelphia,
July 9tho)(u?)° The excitement ran through this cycle?
I, Lieutenant Warren Haugh, public relations officer at the Rossell base, re
leased a statement jn the name of Colonel William Blanchard, base commander,, It said
that an object described as a "flying disc" was found at the nea-by Foster ranch 3
weeks ago by W.W.BrfzeU and had been sent to higher officials for an examination.
2- Brigadier General Roger Bc Rameyv commander of the Eighth A;rForce said at
Fort Worth that he believed the object was the remnant of a weather balloon, and
radar reflector., He allowed photographers to take a picture of it
It was announced
that theobject wou'd be sent to Wri gh-t Field, Dayton, Ohio, fo- examination by experts.

3, Later, Warrant Officer Irving Newton, StetsonviHe
Wisconsin, weather
officer at Fort Worthf examined the object and said definitely that it was nothing but
a badly smashed target used to determine the direction and velocity of high altitude
winds*

i*. Lieutenant Haugh reportedly told newsmen that he had been "shut up by two
blistering phone calls from Wash ington*"
5. Efforts to contact Colonel Blanchard brought the information that he "is now
on

leave»"

6. Major Jesse A, Marcel,

intelligence officer of the 509th Bombardment Group,

reportedly toldBrizei 1. the finder of the object, that "it has nothing to do with the
iJrmy or Navy as far as I can tell."
7. DIFFERENT .Brizftl 1 told reporters that he had fcnno weather balloon eqi'p-

ment before, but had S£SQ DOibiOfl thti CfiSfiDlblfiri iUfi laifiSl fio^ (Italics mine-EDo)

.
Those who saw the object said that it had a flowered paper tape abound it and
the initials DOP^ on the tape, Newton saH 4 of the wind sounding devices -erei-elka*ed daily by every Army weather station it. the nation? the incident arouseo *he poss
ibility that others of the mysterious discs have been weathe' baPoor-,, **'* ing the
sun

at high altitudes of 60,000 or 70P000 feet, They may
(8)
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tude usually
uses them t" exp'ode. Instruments they carry are
loose at medium a'tftudes and float down near the observation station

set to break

*l ^A6"^?1 ?a5ey made a sPeciaI radi0 broadcast over a Fort Worth station to deny
thattheobject found in New Mexico was a "flying disc"

Of a tin-foil
:in-foil cove-ed bo*-k^te
bo*-k5te and weathfir
weather haMnnn
ba'ioon *

U.S

He said it was the "remnants

meteorologists *t C?»'ce}0 sab1 a^out ei^nt.

balloons five feet

in

diameter and hundreds of smaller ones f-om eighteen Jncncs to two feet in diameter

were released

in the nation every day

However, the weather men fisuldct afftfifi on whether people were seeing the ball-

oonsr The Chicago forecasters said the balloons-jp^g £{jp ZbQlQlx (Italics mine-ED.)
J.C.Huddle, Kansas City weather man said he considered them a "likely source" of some
of the reports* "On a clear day I've seen, some of our whJte balloons several miles
high," Huddle said
"Tney can be seen for a long d .stance and at about six hundred
feet they give the

illusion of moving verv fast,"1

U.S NAVAL INTELLIGENCE OFFICERS AT
dred navy men that they saw a mysterious
no wings or taiP sail over Honolulu at
fits a weather balloon
but five of the

PEARL HARBOR :nvestigated claims by one hun
object "si'very co!oredy like aluminum, with
a rap'd cl'p !ate yester'day. The description
men. fam^'a*- with such devices $tfgr& ifcat

it H33 QQi fi bal.lQQO. (Italics mine-ED ) 'It moved extremely *ast for a short period,
seemed to slow down
then disappeared high jn the air "said Yeoman \'/t Douglas
Kacherle of Bedford. Mass H's story was corroborated by Seaman l/C Donald Ferguson

of Indianapolis; Yeoman 3/C Morris Kzamme Lacrosse Wisconsin; Seaman |/C Albert
Delancey, Salem W Va i and Yeoman 2/C Ted Pardue, rtclain Texas (Wed,,July 26th)a
ADMIRAL WILLIAM H BLANDY Commander in Chief of the Atlantic Fleety said like
everyone else he was curious aocn t the reported flying saucers "but I do not believe
that they exist

7

THE NAVY ANO ATOfclC ENERGY COMMISSION
mystery.

UNITED NATIONS

(Lake Success, N Y )

ARMY AIR FORCES

WASHINGTON

said they had no connection with the

Scientists associated with the United

Nations Atomic Energy Commission said they were-*a*fl ed
spot the.

A spokesman said that no attempt had been made to

discs because there was nbt enough equipment to blanket the nation.,,.

CIVI1 AERONAUTICS COMMISSION as mentioned elsewhere in this ^issue "^ *h*t
itwasreluc-ant to start an investigation, but m-ght oe forced to do so if the alle
ged discs t,ev in regular traffic lanes art crashed into other craft.
(EDITOR S NOTE—THESE QUOTATIONS are all taken from art icles «p^ann9 in news*
papers the scarce and dates given 3'sewherie in th's magazine The name of an agency
or organization cr of any person does jjoj constitu+e any so»-t of endorsement of our
publication by the parties mentioned or quoted hor is it ,n any way an official
statement by these parties or agencies other than tne fact that it appeared in the

newspaper mentioned

.

.

u

^_a1.

This is an amateu- sc:ence«fiction 'fan" journal and not professional, No one's
psrmission was obtained to"use any 0/ the mater-ai inasmuch as all of it is, so far
asweknow common and pubi 1:1 info mation quoted f-om newspapers Intended to serve

mi^reference or review of the -Fly = ng Sauced a**a>

designed to serve as a refer-

-" iritV^St^bSir^^^'ng merely.to cover the.cost^f
or implied- I* any euro's are found herein weshaM be g1
the following

>sue

lf'the interested pa-t.ea w«

0)

the material

)
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STATEMENTS FROM * ..MOUS PEOPLE REGARDING THE SAUCER MYSTERY

RUSSIAN VICE-CONSUL EUGENE TINANTEZ in Los Angeles scoffed at suggestions that
the saucers might be from Russia, "Russia has plenty of territory of its own for any
scientific experimentation," he said*

ORVILLE WRIGHT, who invented the airplane said that the flying saucer craze
was a government campaign to get us into another war.

The 75 year old scientist said: "It ismore propaganda for war to stir up the

people and make them believe that a foreign power has designs on this nation." (From

the Philadelphia DAILY NEWS, Wednesday, July 9th, UP.)

A.BeCROSS, Chattanooga, Tenn.., 34 year old watchi aker said he had invented the
flying saucer and submitted it to the War Department in 1334, but his idea was re
jected as not practical "at the present timea"
Later, he said, he became convinced that the department elaborated on his planHis model was powered by a rubber band, Cross said, but he believed siflfflifi flfitfSI ttdS

QQtt fcfiiOfl USSd° (Italics mine-ED,)

HARVARD UNIVERSITY ASTRONOMICAL OBSERVATORY took not of the reports hut said
it had had no luck so far in photographing one of the discs,
CHARLES T« HAMLET, Superintendent, Kingsport Tenn., TENNESSEE TIMES composing

room, said that he had leen the discs two years ago,
.
H3 kept quietc "They were of a bright aluminum color, and were going at terrific

speed/ he saidv explaining that he said nothing about them because of the Oak Ridge

atomic bomb plant, then a war secret;

LESTER BARLOW, internationally known explosives inventor of Stamford, Conn-,
advanced the theory that thd objects were radio-controlled flying missiles.

PROFESSOR A.M.LOWV British pnysicist, suggested the elusive saucers might be

3rtiiifiial aalallilia«»^a sort of roioiaiurs filaofil-'=created by unknown scientists

which could serve numerous purposes, such as reflecting television and radar beams
(Italics mine-ED )
* *

SIR GEORGE PAGET THOMPSON, British Nobel Prize winner in physics¥ conceded that
the saucers could be either a secret weapon or an optical illusion, (These foregoing
quotations from the PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER, July 8th AP),
RAYMOND A. PALMER, Editor of AMAZIHG STORIES, -(Mr, Palmer seems to have ideas
similar to, or along the same line as those of Hr0 A,ot Cross, above, who said tta*
he had prev ously invented and built-a model of the craft in which teat believed atom
ic iwe- was now being .usedJOOand Mr- Lester Barlow who spoke of radio-controlled

m

ss

in

'3s

Regarding Mr. Palmer's statements* we quote the following, which appeared

a Chicago publication, with a photograph of the aditor of AMAZIXG,)
In Evanston, II1inois, at least two men had definite opin'ons about flying discs

and

gno-4 reasons for thejr opinions.

Dav

s Publishing Co , Chicago, has made a hobby of the gathering of material r. at-

'^th agreed that "something" was actually be<vng seen by at least a tew of the
vers who on June 25th began reporting the appearance of animated pancakes in
sKies, while the vast majority were no doubt suffering from hallucinations.

Raymond A

...a
ing

Palmer, 2514 Grant Street, editor of the fiction division of Z ff-

to "strange objects in" the sky" for many years

15^000 communications concerning such occurrences

d!SCS *

In all he boasts a file of some

many of them involving

flying

BELIEVES DlwSS ABE PLANES

With this backlogof information,

and

speaking from - ,>e "ence a,

such publ.cat.ov as AMAZING STORIES and FANTASTIC V (10)

*ES

MAMMOTH

tor of

E and
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MAfltfOfr. ;>YSi"£.r;Y, tir» Palmer flatTy stated that he bei reves the original
volved a new type aircraft, not yet disclosed to the puolic.

stories

in

He backs his conviction?

with facts,

"A -nan in Livingston, Montana," Mr- Palmer revealed, "can supply documentary
evidence of naving participated, in San Francisco, 1927, in experiments surrounding
a 'circle win^' plane, which was then shown capable of speeds uo to 1000 miles per
r.cjr Since it was a private oroject and did not interest tne government,
it
wa s
never perfected,
"uurin trie past severa) oeys, I nave teen receivino -etween 200 and 300 letters
a day
I. a few of wnicn have been autnenticseveral contain Hrawinob which
closely fL»roxi^te what I Know of the |Q?7 olane,"
hAY Bt 'TOP StCRET,'

N

"It stands to reason if the government was to nave a craft capacle of what
these seem to be able to do, it would not be announced for some ti^e Tne reports
which receivec publicity were far from the first.<tU
As a matter of fact, early this year I received reports of ocjects of similar
descriotion, accurately described oy persons wno had nothing to-cain tni unknown to
each other
in t.ie Clearwater region of Oregon and Washington
You would be surpris
ed at so«ie of t.ie tnings that may well be hapoening in to is country
and at son.e of
the th'ngs tnat Lre or soon my be flying around the sky "
Ur
Pah er went on to point out tnat sin.ilar ,ureoorts nave persisted during

past years ano nave been increasing in number. The earliest to come to his attention

was February

|-"th,

1910,

.-in the same area.

,.'AX j(ARa:J, editor of FLYh <3 ^AGAZI* Ev I00C Grove Street, agrees.
Relieves
tiat tne entire tniny can cd explained on logical jrounds. '.e
too, -elieves that at
least

some of tne objects have been planes
A world air traveller and flying authority, L-oth as observer ana as pilot, Mr.
Karant pointed out tiia*t our jet planes which have seen revjialeo to tne public are
capable of sp*ceds at least approaching those ascribed to t/le discs
are silver in
color
anJ
viewer et a little distance, aopear round. In addition it is entirely
possible fcnat new jet^> of ni^ner speeds have oeen developed
". eitner the P-£0 nor the P-24 are painted," Hr Karant said. "Paint will peel
off at the speed they travel wnen the plane strikes even a light Fall of rain. They
are capacle of straisnt-away speeds )n excess of 600 miles per hour, and in a dive
do far • ore "
"In tH3 ",'est. where the wore authentic reports seer1 to nave originated, the
clear atrr.osp.iere a^es it oossUle to see for oreat distances A jet viewed at even
a little crstance and travelling at great soee' wnile clintin: in tne sunlight can
yery easi ly-e confusinge Tney nave confused me, Moreover, there are far more of their
in existence in tins country than is popularly realized or has been ouol ic'zed.*1

WALTER wKCiiELL

INSISTS "FLYIKG $AUCEf*S" AK£ Na#Y PLANES

.

) ..(Frpm the front paoe. PHlLADELPiilA INQUIRER of that
<*? * ) Waltpr >Vinchel 1 wrote today tnat despite vigorous denials by Army and havy
£i cials the "flying saucers'1 are actually flying wings beinc developed by t' * U.S
Navy

Winchel I said that they can land at very low spee?
.%aHn£ them good for
carriers and tnat there "is said to ce an entire snuadron at Muroc Field, California "
l.n tfasnin^ton
the ifavy denied agai"
.the ..avy does nave an odd-loo^ng plane
dubbed the "Flying Flapjack," but it nas onie one of tnese, and at the mo. ant it is
on the ground in Bridgeport;' Connecticut.
Winchel; wrotee 7Tne above is not run.or^.lt is a -fac^ iccord'ng to ns"
s who
were proirised t1 ? source would be protected.

do
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"Aoout eicmt months a^
tne newspapers ran a story to the effect that a ret
ired US. Admiral had said that the Havy was developing a completely new typeof rock
et weapon far more useful than the atomic bomb and that it involved an entirelynew
principle,

"I clearly remember it in all the oapers but never anything further about it.
I can't even remember the name of the Admiral, but I believe he was addressing a

m^et i ng»"
FASTER THAN SOUND

"wC.Many people assume that the Army and havy Departments are one and that all
their aerial and scientific projects are joint* This is not so. The Navy, I am sure,
has'tsown laboratories for aerial experimentation,* It is also alleged that in J9M-3
an American firm in Chicago pioneering in jet propulsion planes sent an experimental
test ship through the so-called supersonic wall- In other words* in this test flight
in 1943, the jet-plane with a pilot aboard travelled faster than sound. Thus it
supposedly went through the supersonic wall where it was travelling in spaceahead
o

itself,"

'PILOT GOT YOUNGER"

"While I have not confirmed information on tne above-, I understand these facts
are ■
existence and that the plane was not heard of again for more than three weeks
when ttwas found crashed somewhere in lower Montana. The pilot was dead. He was 38,

out the teeth and body were those of a man of 25c he got younger, not older,

"I do know that the U S., Army Air Force is reported to have on order a designed

oiane that will travel almost twice as fast as sound-" (tflrsCHELL)
KENNETH ARkOLD STILL BELIEVES IN DISCS.

"Pendleton,. Ore4i July 10- (i.iS). The first person to report flying "di scs" still
stood staunchly by his*story today, He is Kenneth Arnold, fly ing businessran of Boise,
Idaho, who still refuses to say what h» thinks the objects are. He declared: " I

rfon'^tmake any wild guesses.

I'm only telling what I saw.,"

After completing a five nour flight over Oregon and Washington seeking moreof
the strange aircraft—the latest of several such flights-—he denied flatly that
they could have been weather Dalloons- He epxressed belief that the only other authen
tic reports of the discs have come froni Captain E.J.Smith, pilot of a United Air
plane ano us co-piiot. Ralph Stevens, who reported seeing the things onaflight
fiofse to Portland. Tne fliers said they called their stewardess, Marty Morrowv
o' settle, who saw the same objects.

HOLLYWOOD HEARD'FROM.,-July 10. (AP). A saucer-shaped device resembling a chick
en orooder top witn a few gadgets added was foiind in a geranium bed at the home of

Russe1J Long, construction engineer, last night, The first offic'al reaction was that
of F
i uattalion Chief Wallace E, hewcor be, wno looked at it sceptically and said:

"'

un't look to me like it could fly."
Long cal led the Van riuys fire department and excitely pointed to the metal thing,
,j e 30 inches in diameter, whJcn he said had been belching smoke from two exhaust

pipes and emitting a blue-wnite glare.
The off ice of Sichard G Hood, Federal Investigation chief here. saidanFSI man
had taken a look at the device and that it vou'd be turned over to military authorit-

fes

ORSON WELLES
,HoHywood July 8 (I ). F<-om the Philadelphia DAIL*
relies said today he'd bet 10 tc I that tne nflying saucers" would f,'-, J

just like h'S "'nvas.'on from '.la's* broadcast did that fy ud the nat'on

02)
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ft I'SUrrtt0!nJ!! that I didn't, have anything to do with this saucer

he aoded. "I scared the shirts off Americans once, that was enough," The acto^?^

ducer-d.rector-writer recalled that during his famed radio dramatist ion many AmeTTl

cans reported deeing space ships landing. Others claimed they saw armies of Mart?ans

"Peopleare.mag.nativeandguMible," said Welles. "Nine years ago they bel eved

they saw Mart.ans and now they believe they see strange objects in the sky and think

tney're flying saucers."

7

inK

"But just incase they do turn out to be from Kars," he grinned, "I've been ore-

dictmtj this sort of tning for a long time,71

FOREIGN NEWSPAPER REPORTS

LONDON TIMES,

"In weatner as hot as this, imagination tends to become fevered,"

LONDO, DAILY TELEGRAPH

wh i skey "

\,,an indirect result of recent large exports of Scotch

LOhDON DAILY HERALD
"Niust be a Russian athelete practising discus-throwing
for the Olympic games; and he doesn't know his own strength,"
..EiVS-CHRONICLE (London).. This paper front-paged a cartoon depicting a hen-peck
ed husoand reaoing newspaper reports of the discs wnile his wife tossed saucers at
him.

OSLO, KO.w/AY. July nth (AP). Passengers on the Kornsjo-Halden express topped
the flying saucer stories today. They reported they passed what looked like a tropi
cal South Sea island, complete with plar" trees, a blue lagoon, and little white
houses on a white sandy

beach-

STOCKHOLM AFTOK 6LAD£T (Sweden),, reported that two Danes who said they had seen

flying saucers over Cooenhagen were laughed into silence by friends who remembered

the "ghost-rockets" over Sweden which turned out to be meteorso
PRIZE CONTEST

With this issue ALT* PV3LICATI0KS wish to inaugurate a Prize Contest:
Next
issue we will have a Cover Contest with Cash Prizes,, In this issue we are having a
Literary Contest- That is. the best story sent in to us, as selected by the readers

will receive a CASK AWARD of $J0c00

The secondj an award of $5o00o The

bring a year's subscription to WEIRD UNSOLVED MYSTERIES

third i wi 11

So send us in that old dusty (or1 new one\ dare we hope?) manuscript you undoubt
edly can firJ lying around somewhere in the attic or cellar* brush it off, and drop
it in the mail- Perhaos you will be the one to walk away with one of the prizes. It
only takes a small amount of time and postage to find out. If your story is approx

imately 1000 words long, first prize would bring |tf a word;

and these prizes eoual orofessional rates!

if 2000, i£ perthesame

Stories submitted become the property of ALJA.«J>UBLI CATIONS* The stories will be
voted oi by the readers, arid the Prizes awarded after the next issue following.- The
reac'j-s wul 1 thus have time to submit their votes. We suggest you retain carbons of
t'i stories tnat you submit, and enclose return postage for your manuscripts. In the

r--jct issue we will have either a Cover or interior illustration contestc A story to
be written around the cover idea And don't forget to send letters to the Reader' s
Section: the ACOUSTICOK. m.tiTe for inclusion in the next issue. See you all at the
PHILCOk!
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As we have remarked before.
Science Fiction is no news maga
zine , these comments anent flying

article ' New Paths To New Plan

saucers or what-not are a few
months late, but concern tilings of
even longer range interest to science-fict loneers.
Whatever they were, if real, and
as described by those who believed
they saw them, a few conclusions
are fairly clear
They weren't
products of a foreign terrestrial
power
Anjbody having a plane
that good would darned well keep it
to himself—until he meant to use it!
The same applies to a United States
Government device, they'd have
been test-flown off some small Pa
cific island, where none'but a few
selected personnel, plus a few thou
sand fish, would have been around
to report
That would mean a fair
chance that they were being piloted
by visitors from outside.
Latest astronomical theory indi
cates Venus is a waterless dust
bowl—its clouds a mantle of dust
storms.
(See R. S. Richardson's

phere that only slow-moving, lower

ets" in
Trails )

the

September

1947

animal forms could operate
ter

has

Avr

Mars has so thin an atmos

too

deep an

Jupi

atmosphere,

and the other planets are either too
violently cold, or too \tolemly hot
Visitors from outside uould be
from way* outside—interstellar
Skip, for the moment, the prob
lem of how they made the trip,
consider how we would plan a re
connaissance of an alien, inhabited
planet if we made the trip*
Jf we landed on an alien planer
that displaced marked signs of tech
nically civilized life, there would be
considerable point m landing un
noticed
We'd want to make a first
landing in some backwoods, unin
habited lorest area, where there
would be plently of natural cover
for our ship, and then conduct re
connaissance by atmospheric type
planes of small size, but the tastest
jobs available
For -this reason, we'd want to
ASTOUNDING

SCIENCE FICTION

land in an uninhabited patch reason

sarj baste biological science for pie*

to be done is agreed by most of the

ably

liminary understanding of the local

\anous patent associations

near

centers

of

civilization.

We d take considerable care that
our scouts weren't trailed back to
the ship and that the> weren't
spotted on the wai out
Knowing
all about radar—and probably six
or a dozen other detection schemes
based on other spectrum possibil
ities—we'd sec to it that the ships
weren't easily tracked
Make 'em
out of plastic, which more nearly
matches the properties of air than
any other type of solid matter
Some metal would be essential nat
urally, but it would be minimized
Preliminary

long-range

scouting

would have assured us that the
planet to be investigated did not yet
have space tra\el an easy way to
enter and leave the areas to be in
vestigated without back trail the mvestigatees could follow then would
be to approach from almost straight
up—say two hundred miles above—
and take a similar hop going home
After all if we're doing the ex
ploring, we do have space travel,
such a hop would be peanuts to us.
For several months, our investi
gation would be conducted by noncontact observation, "until we know
much more about the people, we'll
do well to stay clear of them. After
some weeks though, a stealthy raid
might kidnap a few inhabitants for
general

tion

questioning and investiga

In this, we'd be very smart

not to damage the kidnaped parties,

the resentment of a technically civ
ilized race can be distinctly unwel
come, even to a more powerfully
technical people
Investigation of
local animals can give all the necesBOUSTHINOS

race

After several months of watch
ing, listening, and picking up radio
broadcasts,

plus

investigation, of

kidnapces, there would be a lot of
material to digest. Captured books,
particularly children's booki would
give adequate keys to the languages
At that point, we would be smart
to dear out for at least a year of
concentrated study of the material
at hand
The captives could be
fairly safely released unharmed, in
any race, anywhere, the weird tale

of three or four individuals about
an

improbable

and

melodramatic

capture by alien intelligences—par
ticularly if the race hasn't yet de

veloped space travel themselves—is
going to be laughed at
The first
visit could then be made whhout
serious indication of its happening
at all

In the May 1945 issue of As
tounding Science Fiction we carried
Murray Leinster's yarn "First Con
tact" that explained the necessity of
considerable caution and study of

any alien race before making for
mal, all-out contact
Similar con
siderations will apply to the race
first investigating an alien planet,
they'd be very wise to learn all they
could before making their interest
apparent.

It might be a year or five years
before any further steps were
taken

At various times in our stones,

we've discussed a galactic empire.
{Coutmued tn page 103)

What

they cannot agree on is the form
of the definition
This article is written not as a
discouragement to inventors but
more in the hope that through it1 a

better understanding of

w hat

is

wrong will be circulated
Basically
and fundamentally the Patent Sys
tem is sound
What is needed is

body of men who gave the Patent
a new injection of life by the very
System its inception

THE END.

4 FLYING SOMETHINGS
(Continued from page 5)

Because we are not unnaturally,
anthropocentnc in our concepts, the
background idea has almost invari
ably been that it was an empire
started from and by Earth
Inas
much as there are some million
million stars in this galaxy, and
present knowledge indicates that a
very high percentage of stars may
have planets, the chance of Earth
bang the first to launch such an
Empire must be one in several thou
sand million, just on the basis of
pure chance
If such an Empire
were launched, and one thousand
scouting explorers sent out, mch
scout searching one solar system a
month—very busy and" superficial
scouts they'd be—only twelve thou
sand systems a year could be
searched. After a million years of
this scouting, not even one percent
of the galaxy would be covered
Of course, the human race is less
than a million years old, the Solar
System makes a swing around the
center of gravity in one or two mil
lion years, and/the whole galaxy
gets pretty well scrambled in that
WHAT'S

WKONQ

IN

THE

PATENT

length of time, so a remapping
would be required
For many years, astrophysicists
were a bit uncertain of one item of

data, as far as could be measured,
cur galaxy appeared to be almost
one hundred times larger than any
other we could see—to contain
nearly one hundred times as many
suns
It seemed improbable—but
there it was.
The point has been cleared up re
cently. Because our galaxy is so
much nearer, we can see it better
Galaxies are concentrated toward
the center, becoming more and more

diffuse as you move out from the

center. At a certain distance out
from the center of other galaxies,
our photographs can no longer pick
up the less densely clustered suns,
actually the galaxies extend much
farther out Actually, our sun is so
far from the center of our galaxy
that from some other galaxy, our
cameras wouldn't pick it up at all—
it would be part of the lost fringe
We're in the galactic backwoods A
galactic empire wouldn't bother
much with so sparsely starred a
region as this

The Cditor
SXSTEMT
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November. Fictional story. Flying saucers save the world from atom war.

(See page 73)

(xx.)

(xx.) Blade, Alexander and James Settles. 4tSon of the Sun." Fantastic Adventures. Vol.9.
No.7. November 1947.

2 November.

Illustration shown on back cover.

Seinajoki, Finland, (no time)

Lights dimmed.

Item from the files of Ilkka Serra of Finland:

"A man saw a reddish yellow ball of light fly from west to north at a distance of
about 100 meters. The object caused lights to dim in some houses. Now a second
witness, also male, saw the object. They saw a row of windows on the object. At
first they saw lights in the windows but later the lights were turned off. The observa
tion lasted for over five minutes."

(xx.)

(xx.)

Subject: "Information from Finland for project 1947." For: Jan Aldrich. From: Ilkka
Serra, Box 26,19701 Sysma, Finland. 1 April 96. Four page document. Photocopy
in author's files. It is not known if this report was from a 1947 source or a later one.
A 1947 date would enhance its value.)

4 November. Roundup, Montana, (night?)

"Paralyzed by spotlight?' "Pulling our leg?'

Since the witness in this case is unnamed and the fact that polar bears are not to be found in the
State of Montana, one has to be open to the possibility this story is a hoax:
"Now it's flying frying pans.

"'Montanan' tells about it in a letter to the editor of The Roundup Record-Tribune.
The communicant says he or she had been out to huntjolar bears in the vicinity of the
Prescott mine where several had been reported seen.

" 'I noticed something unusual coming in my direction,' the letter goes on. 'As

it came closer, I noticed it was a flying frying pan. The pilot must of noticed me, be
cause he focused his red spotlight on me, which threw [me?] to the ground, and para
lysed me, while he circled overhead a couple of times.'
"The lady columnist-of The Record-Tribune, in a note on this astonishing com
munication, frankly exhibits incredulity.
" 'We think somebody's pulling our leg,' she writes!'"
(xx.)

(xx.)

Helena, Montana; Independent-Record State News. 4 November 47.

4 November.

Persian Gulf,

The tanker Chipola.

(night?)

Will the ancient gods of

come back to Earth Ih.tlpieJ^^^Srt^an atb

"Eye of HorOs" still watchinq i$st~

74

This case generated official interest:
"Those flying discs which had us in such a dither a few months ago seem to be
messing around in the skies over Arabia now.

"Richard Carruthers, manager ofByproducts, Inc., Warrenton, has just received
a letter from his son, Richard Jr., who is serving a two year hitch in the navy aboard
the tanker Chipola, telling of sighting mysterious lights in the sky over the Persian
gulf.

4tyoung Carruthers wrote that eight round spots of light, flying in a group, pass
ed within a half mile of the ship, made a climbing turn in echelon formation, and
passed out of sight.

"Four aboard the ship saw the lights and couldn't decide if
they were white or blue. Their appearance was entered in the
ship's log.
"The Chipola was running between Bahrein, Arabia, and
Japan, carrying oil.

"Since he wrote the letter, Carruthers' ship has come to
Norfolk, Va., and will go thence to Japan and back to the Pacific
coast where he expects to be discharged."

(xx.)

Astoria, Oregon.

13 November.

Evening Budget.

"No Ajr Warning."

(xx.)

4 November 47.

(See clipping to the right)

18 November. Eight questions for the Air Defense Command
Aviation editor Dave Johnson sent a telegram to General

No Air Warning
System In US.

WASHINGTON, Nov. IS.—<JP)
—Dr. Vannevar Bush, scientist,

disclosed today that the United

States has no system operating

to warn It of sudden air attack.
He told a news conference that
a study of the,whole subject of
"early warning" radar nets Is be
ing considered by committee of
his research
and
development
board, a unit of the national mili
tary establishment. The commit*
tees arc exploring the relation
ship of civilian airline navigation

alds'wlthln the country to^he exIrIpih'u, nil her In |KmcWlnn' M
wNillmi*, uf a radar warning not*

wuik,

'

Stratemeyer which read:
"N344 DL PD-BOISE IDA 18 402F

1947 NOV 18 PM 8 02

LT GEN GEORGE E STRATEMEYER
—AIR DEFENSE COMMAND MITCHELL FIELD NYK—

WE HAVE INFORMATION THAT ON NOV 12 THE USS TICONDEROGA
OFF CALIFORNIA COAST OBSERVED AND TRACKED BY RADAR TWO
FLYING OBJECTS DESCRIBED AS DISCS. TELEPHONE CHECK WITH
HAMILTON FIELD TO ASCERTAIN IF A-2 HAD MADE ANY OBSERVA
TIONS OF OBJECTS LATELY RESULTED IN OUR BEING DIRECTED TO
AIR DEFENSE COMMAND. TOM LANPHIER MANAGING EDITOR OUR
PAPER SUGGESTED I CONTACT YOU DIRECTLY. WE INTEND TO
HANDLE THIS MATTER OBJECTIVELY WITHOUT SENSATIONALISM
AND WOULD APPRECIATE IT IF YOU WOULD ANSWER BY WIRE COL
LECT THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS. ONE: HAS AIR DEFENSE COM
MAND REACHED ANY CONCLUSION AS TO SOURCE OF DISCS, TWO:
ARE YOU CONVINCED THAT SUCH OBJECTS WERE FLYING ABOVE

75

THE UNITED STATES.

THREE: HAVE YOU INVESTIGATED ANY DISC

REPORTS DURING LAST TWO MONTHS. FOUR: HAS ARMY RADAR
EVER TRACKED SUCH OBJECTS. FIVE: HAMILTON FIELD SAYS ARMY
STILL VERY MUCH INTERESTED IN DISC REPORTS AND THEREFORE
WE WOULD LIKE TO KNOW WHAT FORM YOUR INVESTIGATION HAS
TAKEN. SIX: IS IT POSSIBLE DISCS ARE FOREIGN EXPERIMENTATION.
SEVEN: DO YOU PLACE ANY CREDENCE IN REPORTS OBJECTS WERE
DEVEOPLED BY GERMAN ENGINEERS IN SPAIN. EIGHT: DO YOU
WANT PEOPLE OBSERVING OBJECTS TO STILL REPORT THEM TO
ARMY. OUR CONTINUED INTEREST IN THIS STORY IS SOLELY IN
PROVIDING A LOGICAL ANSWER TO THE PHENOMENA. WE DO NOT
INTEND TO RIDICULE IT OR TREAT IT LIGHTLY.

—DAVE JOHNSON AVIATION EDITOR STATESMAN NEWSPAPER."
(xx.)

(xx.)

National Archives and Record Services (NARS) from the Director of In
telligence decimal files 000.9 "Flying Discs" file. Not part of the BLUE
BOOK files but are part of the same record group #341. Obtained by
Robert Todd.

Photocopy in author's files.

26 November. The focus was still on Russia and it was suspected that "ghost rocket" activity
in Europe may have some-connection with flying disc reports. An Air Force document dated
November 26, 1947, mentions a curious disagreement between a Swedish officer and the Ameri
can General Kessler. Why they were so far apart on the subject is very odd. (See page 76)
11 December.

An answer to Johnson's eight questions.

A reply was prepared for Johnson but it was brief, with one-word answers. Most puzzling was
the admission the "discs might be foreign experimentation" yet the Air Force was convinced

none were flying above the United States! Since "might be" indicates something could exist,
why was the military convinced none of the U.S. sightings (thousands) were real objects? (See

page 77)

(xx.)

(xx.)

*

Ibid.

When it came time to submit the eight answers to Johnson, it was General Carl Spaatz, chiefof
the U.S. Air Force, that did the talking for public consumption. General Spaatz got around the
"might be/none" problem by the careful use of words. To the question "Is it possible that discs
are foreign experimentation," General Spaatz replied:

"Nothing concrete has been established to answer this question in the affirma
tive, but in the absence of a logical explanation it would be unfair to discard the
possibility."

(xx.)
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DECLASSIFIED

000*76

General

091.713

Sweden

096*

Balehen, Bemt

210.061

Sweden

26 Hot 1947

TBCUi

AFOIR-CO

TOi

CO* AMC, Wright Kid., Dayton. Ohio Attm

Ltr

SUBJECT!

1.

TSNU-2

Uusterlous M,series Reported In Sweden

Reference Is made to your letter of 17 Ootober 1947, subject

aa above*

2.

Information available at this Headquarters regarding the

subjeot is as follows!
*

a.
Captain R. 7. A. Therlen, Royal Swedish Bavy, In a
conference at this Headquarters on 7 Octover 1947 stated that the

Swedish "ghost rockets" were fired from Peoaemunde. la further dls*
cusslon ho stated that! Those rockets had been sighted making a

180° tumi that 33 of the sightings were believed to beBWOaSX fsotuali

the missiles are flying again, and new launching* have been reported
headed south front the northern Petsano Area.
b.

Mr. Bernt Balohen, Norwegian Airline director and former

Colonel, USAP, was interviewed by personnel of this headquarters, on
14 Ootober 1947,

Mr. Balohea gave Information oonoerning two radar

locations in the Petsamo area and a rocket firing Incident observed
in the

sane area.

o. General Sassier, reoently returned from 8|pokholra, where
he was Us Military Attache, did not agree with Captain Thorlea's in-

formation.
In fact, he categorically stwteM that only two sightings
could possibly have been factual and he does not think suffiolent
evldenoe exists to authenticate these two.

FILM) OHDBRi
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DECLASSIFIED
r im naimmai Aitriovi:

Discs
Director of Publlo Relations
Attm
Col. Nuckola

H 0eo

Director of Intelligence, Air Intelligence Requirements
Division, Collection Branch

1,

' 1

It Col Garrett/vrA$<

Attached la copy of a telegram sent by the Aviation Editor of the State iraan

Newspapers to the Commanding General, Air Defense Command.

Air Defense Command r«f«

thia telegram to this Office and advised Ur* Johnson that ho could expect an anawer fro

Hq U3AF.

2.

This message la forwarded as a matter pertaining to your offioa, but in con-

»*otlon with whatever action you nieh to take, the following answers to iir. Johnson's
•ations are considered pertinent and unolasaifledt

\V

^

a.

Has U3A7 reached any decision as to source of dlaos?

Vo*

b*

Axe you convinced that such objects were flying above the United ^tatea7 NoT

o«

Have you investigated any disc reports during last two months?

d*

Has Arqy radar ever traoked euch objects?

e.

Re would like to know nluit fora your Investigation has taken.

tea.

No,

Interviews with a croos-section of responsible persons who .have reported
algnting the eo-eallod discs.
*

•

*•

ft

Is it possible dlsca are /oreign experimentation?

g»

Do you flace any crsdenco In roporto objects wore developed by Oerman

h*

Do you want people Qbservlng objects to still report then to Army?

englnnem In Opaln?

Xes«

i

Believe it highly improbable*

Tee*

\

1 Inolt
As itH«d.

ROBERT TAILOR 3RD
Colonel, IJ3AP
CMsf, Ootl**ci.l'jn drench
Air I,Vuoli'.>;rtno« UoquirononLe Division
Directorate of intelligence

o?J. ■^■-

--

' "~

y

&
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(xx.)

Kellogg, Idaho.

12 December.

Kellogg Evening News

24 December 47. Boise, Idaho (AP)

Wright Field is asked the eight questions.

Dave Johnson also contacted the Air Material Command at Wright Field, Ohio, a move that
side stepped Air Force headquarters at the Pentagon and which produced different and more in
teresting results (The Air Force eventually learned its lesson and issued stern orders that only

the PIO department in Washington was the authorized source of information and that all
inquiries be submitted to that office).
Johnson and his paper became aware the military might know much more than it was pre

pared to admit. In feet, the one Air Force investigator they managed to talk to on a private
basis confessed he believed "something out of the ordinary" had invaded American airspace.
(See clipping below)

**

'Mystery Of~*Flying

Discs' Unsolved
Six months after the rimt
"flying disc" report the elusive
"aircraft" are as much a my»-

tcry

as

ever—to

civilians,

M*
There

at

.Indication
... ..

was some
that the army air force*, which
made an exhaustive study of

the various reports, knew more

of the objects than It would di
vulge.
Dave Johnson,

Boise,

Ida.,

tempted to keep from the public
any Information about a "secret
weapon resembling flying discs
or being flying discs/'
I h e

spokesman said:
"I believe the air force Is en
tirely honest about this. X don't
bHIcve the air force Is playing
Innocent about jt.M
FBI Bows Out of Picture
It has been learned, mean

re*

while, that the federal bureau of

The air material command at

extensive Investigation Into the
flying discs and collected state
ments from persons who said
they had seen the objects, has
. turned twyJc, tcj. the military .all

Statesman

aviation

editor,

cently wrote:

Wright field, where the air force
develops

Its

ons,

Sunday,

said

top-secret

weap

approximat

ely six months after reports of
flying discs first swept the
nation, that It still doesn't
know the answer to the wmc>
era.

•

A spokesman for the military
experimental center near Day

ton, Ohio, lolil 'Hit* HIMmnmii
by |ftli*|ih<mn lha( lint nlr mal<*r*
Inl commnml "known uf imihlitft
lo which flylnK dlHcn could lie
Attributed."
• Military HUH InlerMteri
However, the spokesman said,
military authorities are still In*
IcreitiM In Ihi* d I men, and
Wrltchl feld will make prompt
Investigation or any "tangible
evldrncr" concernlnK them; _,

The ftpokramnn said that the

air force Is not conducting ex*
.perlmentii with any objects thai
would resemhlo flying discs.

• In response to a question bur- <

gesting that

he

might

be ai< j

Investigation, which conducted'

further work along thai line.

There has been no official ex*
planatlon from the FBI oji.to
why this was done.
In response to a request from

Thn IIUlenMRii for i.rrt>ai to
fllva minlaliiltiH Hip rmullB nf
Him Vuurlh Air Kuree'a tnvffill*

gallon of flying discs, llrlg.
Gen. Ned Bchramm of Hamil
ton field, Calif., commanding of
ficer of the Fourth wrote:
"I am bound by a directive
from higher headquarters not lo
r-rlpAse the Information obtained
through our Interest In the fly-

In* discs."

Fe*l* Mien Unlnformallve

Although he said h* wan not
permitted to release the Infor

mation, Bchramm added In the

same communication, that "I—

feel our files would not con*

aln anything that Is not . renrty generally known to the

public.**
A list of eight questions con
cerning the flying disc, and In
cluding the Inquiry whether the
air force had reached any conelusion concerning the source o/
the discs (providing discs ex
isted) was submitted by The

Statesman to headquarters of

I'm air defense command
Mitchell field. New York.

at

' • - The air defense command .re
plied that "due to lack of com
plete

details

your .query has

been roferred to the air* force's

headquarters In Washington for
reply."'
That was'on Nov. 20j There

■ has berrr no Teply forthcoming,
Bcllevoil Blor> Had Baals

Previously, The

Statesman

had been Informed by an'intel
ligence, offleer of

one

of the

air foreo divisions under fnstruc-

ttons "to run down the discs."
"that he,"'personally, was "con
vinced" something out of the

ordinary had been flying over
tho US. continent, but that he
could not speak thus for 'offi
cial quotation.
' ■ .
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When Ted Bloecher produced his study, The Report on the UFO Wave of1947, he hoped
others would do a more detailed State-by-State follow up. Here is a graph from mine -L.E,
Gross:

THE U.F.O. WAVE OF 1947
NATIONAL (692 reports-Bloeeher)

CALIFORNIA (258 reports)

MAJOR
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RED SAUCIiKS:
Soviets Curious

Thoae flylnK disks were fun while
they Inn ted. but by Ihla lime every*
body
hni
prncllcnlly
foraoUcn
them.

Well, olmoit everybody.
Lnloul report hnvlnff to do with

Ihe nrrl4 ehlunwnre In 0ml Soviet

n«cnlj In the United Stnlet hove
been ordered to nolve the inyntery

of l*v dlitkn.

l>renuprM>iilnit the ro>

l>orl tu btf true, II mrimji, nt lentt,
Ihnl tho miiieor* wi>co nnt of Ittn•Inn orin In m mnny nt flrit bo*
Moved.
Soviet ciplonRfftt ORenlt here nr«
sold to hnvo been ndvlaed Ihnl tha
Kremlin bclhvei tho flylnK loueorc
ml«hl hnvo jiome connection with
army oxperlmenli on moUiodi of

knockltiK out

enemy rnrinr during

bombing rnlrin.

