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THE UFO RIDDLE: AUGUST - DECEMBER, 1948

Early in this century a little known American writer researched

a mystery which he recognized as: "... accounts of moving lights

in the sky, of such duration and repetition that anything of a

meteoric nature is excluded."1 After years of labor in libraries,
he arrived at an amazing postulation which was published in an
obscure limited-edition book in 1919. Seven years later in 1926

the author was given a hearing by none other than the New York
Times which printed the man's theory under the headline that

asked the question: "HAVE MARTIANS VISITED US?" And, in a sub
heading, the Times declared that a certain literary investigator,
a Mr. Charles Fort: "ARGUES IN THE AFFIRMATIVE AND SEEKS NEWS
OF FUTURE MANIFESTATIONS." Fort was quoted as stating: "...
explorers from other worlds whether Mars or Venus or somewhere
else, have often sailed to this earth, and have traveled back
and forth in the sky, hours at a time, day after day..."2 The
vast majority of Times readers no doubt considered Fort something

of a lunatic for proposing such a notion.

Fort died in the 1930's but if he had just lived another dec

ade he might have felt a sense of vindication.

The date: August 5, 1948. The place: U.S. Air Force Intelli

gence headquarters, Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio.
V

Events had reached a point where something had to give. A 20-

year advisor to the Air Force on UFOs, Dr. J. Allen Hynek, tells

us:

"... two schools of thought about UFOs quickly devel
oped at ATIC in Dayton, and in intelligence circles else

where. One school felt that UFOs should be taken very

seriously. Their belief was so strong that a Top-Secret

•Estimate of the Situation1 was sent to Washington stat

ing that flying saucers were probably interplanetary and
that the military should be put on the 'alert' footing.

Some didn't go as far as that, but were ready to accept

that flying saucers were real."3

Author and UFO expert Donald Keyhoe claims to know some further

details even more amazing. He asserts that he obtained his infor

mation from: Captain E. J. Ruppelt, former UFO Project Chief for
the Air Force; Major Dewey Fournet, Headquarters Monitor of the

Air Force's UFO Project; and Lt. Colonel George Freeman, former

UFO spokesman attached to the office of the Secretary of the Air
Force. Keyhoe's sources confirm that some of the military Intel

ligence people both in and outside of the UFO investigative proj

ect were sold on the extraterrestrial theory to explain the UFO

mystery, moreover many of those same people believed that the

helmsmen of the strange craft were probably engaged in an exten

sive survey of the earth and its inhabitants thus the government

had time to make an accurate assessment of what it was up against,

so it would be in the military's best interest to maintain some

control on the release of information about the momentous event.



According to Keyhoe, some military officers felt that the slow
release of available information about UFOs should be initiated
immediately, a gradual program of public education that would
forestall the great shock of an overwhelming UFO incident, mass

landing, etc.4

The extraterrestrial advocates at ATIC drew up a document,

an "estimate of the situation," that seriously proposed an
alien visitation. E. J. Ruppelt described it thusly: "... a
rather thick document with a black cover and it had stamped
across the front the words TOP SECRET."5 Supporting testimony
of the document's existence later came from Dr. J. Allen Hynek,
who told West Coast journalists Robert B. Klinn and David Branch
in 1972 that not only did he know about the document, but that
he had even read it.6 Keyhoe, evidently using the influence he
had with Dewey Fournet, got a peek at a three-page summary of
the "estimate" due to a sympathetic colonel in Air Force

Intelligence.7

Anyway, this Top Secret "estimate of the situation" was passed
up the chain of command to the Directorate of Intelligence, Major
General Cabell. From there it ended up on General Hoyt Vandenberg's
desk. As Air Force Chief of Staff, Vandenberg vetoed any drastic
official action that acceptance of such a document would entail.
The evidence, however convincing, was still circumstantial.
Keyhoe's sources assert: "The General said it would cause a
stampede. How could we convince the public that aliens weren't
hostile when we don't know it ourselves?" Moreover, again
according to Keyhoe's informants: "... he (General Vandenberg)
said we didn't have physical proof like a captured spaceship,
and a lot of scared people would grab at this to claim the con
clusion was wrong, in spite of all the expert evidence."8

At this point the Air Force investigation had stalled. Where
could it go from here? Well, there was the analysis of the space
ship hypothesis contracted out to a group of scientists. When
that study was completed perhaps some meaningful recommendations
could then be made. Until then, the military investigation limped
forward with uncertain objectives.

On August 5th a routine UFO report from Columbia, South Carolina,
prompted an official request for an investigation containing the
usual list of salient factors to be documented. What makes the
request a little different is the following statement which seemed
to be a bit more intense than similar ones: "... in the interest
of national defense, all publicity surrounding this investigation

is to be stringently avoided."9

Weird objects were drifting and darting high in the heavens,
ever evading, ever out of reach. Each day ulcers were becoming
more prevalent in the offices of ATIC as those Intelligence

people responsible for the notorious "Estimate" smarted from
the rebuke by the top boss, General Vandenberg, who could not
be inveigled to accept a theory he construed as circumstantial
fabrication, but such a rejection did not obliterate the ques

tion still lurking in the minds of many of the military experts:
was there an alien invasion in the works in spite of lack of
concrete clues? One has to admit that just the postulation



of such a possibility was strong stuff for Americans of 1948, a
period when the Moon had not yet gone out of style as a green

cheese romance.

Leave it to the saucers to pick this moment to tease the disc-
gusted UFO hunters at ATIC. Furthermore, the FBI, after a self-
imposed multi-month eclipse, emerged from the shadows to play a
role in the sky drama due to the Bureau's superb crime labs; and
the disc desperados, which had made trespassing an art, would
again disappoint Hoover.

Ever since the Fall of 1947 when J. Edgar Hoover became upset
over the Bureau's assigned role in the flying disc investigation,
the famed agency had very little to do with the UFO problem.
Soon after the onset of the sky mystery flap of the Summer of
1947 it seemed clear to the FBI that no subversive activity was
involved making the Bureau's participation superfluous, a mere
Sisyphus stone rolling endeavor. The foreign power theory
suffered a decline in interest during the Spring and Summer of
1948 among Intelligence personnel and only in the Fall would
such ideas regain favor. That did not, however, mean that Hoover's
people would again be tapped for investigative duty. Instead
the military called on an organization of its own to conduct
field investigations. This organization, the Office of Special
Investigations, or as it is better known through the use of its
initials, the "OSI," did more than an adequate job. For example,

when an alleged flying disc witness in San Francisco made a
report to the authorities in the Fall of 1948, the OSI took
over and conducted a background check on that particular
individual as well as doing an interrogation to obtain all
the details concerning the supposed sighting. According to
Air Force files the OSI in this San Francisco case, examined
the records of: "G-2 6th Army, Presidio of San Francisco,
California; the FBI Field Office, San Francisco, California;
the Harper-Knowles (Civilian Subversive Files Source); and
the Criminal and Subversive Files, Police Department, San
Francisco." Furthermore, the OSI interviewed fellow employees
and acquaintances for information on the informant's character,
integrity and loyalty.1° Moreover, elsewhere in official rec
ords an inter-office memo of the U.S. Army explained the use
of the OSI in the following fashion. Besides having access

to aircraft and observation facilities, as well as being in
coordination with the Geophysics Laboratory* of the Air
Material Command, the OSI also had: "... a direct reporting

channel to Washington..."11

A Minnesota story, however, brought the FBI back into the
UFO investigation for a brief moment.

The principles in the drama consisted of a farmer, his two

sons, and the Postmaster of the Minnesota city of Hamel. After
a chat with the farmer one afternoon, the Postmaster alerted

*The Geophysics Laboratory was very active in the Air Force's
UFO investigation. The reason for this intense involvement is

not clear to this author.



the FBI office in St. Paul saying: "you better hear this sod

buster out," or some such comment. Anyway, the story, or yarn,

take your choice, is detailed in military archives. The farmer

said of his two youngsters:

"... on August 11, 1948, between 1200 and 1215

hours, CST, (deleted) and (deleted) were

playing in the backyard and they noticed an object

in descent approximately twelve feet from the ground,
which was descending between the two of them. This

object settled to the ground gently, much as a bal

loon. Upon hitting the ground, the object spun

once, made a sort of whistle, and then shot straight

up into the air approximately twenty feet, halted,
and again made a whistling noise. The object then

shot upward to a height of about thirty feet, and,
in this ascent, maneuvered around tree branches

and telephone wires. On reaching a height of

approximately thirty feet, the object shot off

in a northeasterly direction. The object ap

proached from the northwest.

"The boys described the object as 'approximately

one foot thick, two feet wide, and round.' The ob

ject had no windows, wires, or any visible appur

tenances. The object was a dull gray in color, and

when it hit the ground, it made a slight clanking

noise, much as metal hitting against metal.

"Mr. --- (deleted) and Mrs. --- (deleted) stated

the boys were visibly frightened when they ran into

the house and were afraid to tell what they had seen.

Upon close questioning, the boys related the above

story to them."12

The story had a convincing ring to it, of sorts, so the St.

Paul FBI office immediately sent Special Agent M. B. Rhodes to

Hamel. Rhodes left us these words expressing his impressions

of the case:

"When this Agent arrived on the scene, he was

taken to a spot covered by a washtub which Mr. and

Mrs. (deleted) advised was the spot where the
alleged 'flying saucer' had landed. This spot was

approximately two feet in diameter and appeared to
this Agent as though some heavy object had landed

there or set down there, as the ground was dented

and rocks protruding from the ground had been

leveled.

"This Agent advised the — (deleted) family that

the matter would be reported to higher Headquarters 13

and requested them to keep the matter confidential."

For quite a while the FBI had nothing to do with the "disc

mania" and then in mid-September, 1948, the Air Force mailed a
package to the FBI's famous Washington crime laboratory. Inside

was a specimen that had been forwarded for an analysis by the

Bureau's peerless technicians:



"... a sample of soil said to have been taken from

a depression reputed to have been caused by a 'flying

saucer' described as being approximately two feet in

diameter and one foot thick which supposedly settled

gently to the ground, rebounded to a height of twenty
feet and then continued on its journey."*4

As indicated, the Hamel case had not been taken lightly. The
following confirms this. Colonel William M. Creasy, Army Chief,

Chemical Corps Research and Engineering Division, notified the
office of the Director of Intelligence, GSUSA, Washington, D.C.,

that the above-mentioned UFO case, the Hamel, Minnesota inci

dent had:

"... aroused the interest of some of our scientists

who would like to have more details of the reported
occurrence. Photographs of the spot where the alleged
•flying saucer' landed, and samples of the surface

material of the dented spot are desired if practical

to obtain them at this time."15

From the poverty of further comment in official files, one

assumes nothing of value was learned. Only a brief note in
FBI records tells us something. On October 7th the FBI labora
tory informed the Air Force the soil sample sent to the Bureau's

laboratory for examination showed nothing out of the ordinary

after being subjected to exhaustive tests. The UFOs had man

aged to elude Hoover once again. He personally signed the

document citing the lab's negative results.1°

At first military Intelligence tried to grapple with the

possibility that something did indeed occur giving the kids
the benefit of a doubt:

"No astronomical explanation is possible for this
incident. A meteorite would not have descended so

gently, nor would it have risen again.

"It seems incredible that this could have been

an actual physical occurrence, but if it was, it

is doubly unfortunate that no mature observers

were at hand. If the object did land just a few

feet away, one would think that even children

would have given a more detailed description.

Is it known whether the children had normal vi

sion? To one with myopic vision, even a buzzard

or hawk gliding to a landing might appear as a

strange object."I?

As we shall soon see, over the months ahead official tolerance

degenerated and many cases in Air Force UFO files were retagged
with hostile and abrupt conclusions. The Hamel incident was

treated with this reassessment: "This apparent bit of fantasy

is hardly worth further consideration."1* It took awhile
before events brought about such official alienation and in
August positive thoughts concerning the exotic were still in

season.



When something mysterious returned to excite Godman AFB in

Kentucky in mid-August, authorities were well prepared. Care

ful ground and air checks, which appeared to have been suffi

cient, determined the phenomena's cause. The incident was

termed a false alarm:

"There can be no question but that the object

sighted in this incident was Venus. It was just

three weeks past its period of greatest brilliance,
and was separating from the sun. The close agree
ment between the observed position of the object

and the actual position of Venus, determined by

others concerned with the incident and rechecked

by this investigator, is convincing.11!9

The August 19th excitement led to a review of the Mantell

tragedy that shook up everyone back in January. A rough
approximation with the whereabouts of the planet Venus in the

daytime sky in the January 7th case was deemed unsatisfactory,
so in a document signed by A. B. Deyarmond, Assistant Deputy

for Technical Analysis, for ATIC, on November 10, 1948, it was

stated: "It is apparent, from the data given above (i.e., in

the report), that the object sighted at Godman Air Force Base

on 7 January 1948 was not the planet Venus. Therefore, this
sighting must be considered as unexplained."20

We should also take this chance to bring up another UFO case

that may have a bearing on another UFO "classic." The weird

"windows" of the Chiles-Whitted sky "monster," which astronomer/

UFO critic Dr. Donald Menzel attributed to a "veined or fibrous

structure of a meteor's luminous train," had an apparent counter

part in the Summer, 1948 UFO incident. The observer was none

other than the famous astronomer Clyde Tombaugh, the discoverer

of the planet Pluto. One summer evening Tombaugh was relaxing

in the backyard of his home at Los Cruces, New Mexico. The
usual sights and sounds of the desert that night did not give

any indication of what was to happen. Tombaugh was outside

gazing at the heavens as was his habit during his free moments.

Aircraft, mirages, reflections, and various atmospheric phenome

non were well known to Tombaugh, but about midnight the renowned

scientist noticed something very odd lurking in the skies of

New Mexico. It approached at a low altitude in the clear night

air appearing quite solid, ovoid in shape, and trailing vapor.

The entire object glowed a curious blue color, but the feature
that was the most striking was the six brilliant "windows"

located along the leading edge. As Tombaugh himself expressed

it: "The illuminated rectangles I saw did maintain an exact

fixed position with respect to each other."21 The sight was
so strange Tombaugh admits to having been "petrified with aston

ishment. "

Odds and ends.

Hints that the UFO problem might erupt anytime outside the

U.S. could be found in news stories from places like Sweden

on August 24th which told of an unexplained "sky octopus" in

the heavens over that country.22 Also, there was an indica

tion that a small flap was in progress in the region of Saigon

in French Indo-China (Vietnam) during this period of time.23



In the American Northwest, two witnesses, a Mr. A. J. Kaus

and his wife, were motoring along a highway outside of Boise,

Idaho, when a strange sphere of white light cruised into view.

Mr. Kaus was convinced that the ball-like object could not have

been more than 2,000 feet high at the most for it was flying

between two cloud layers. The illumination issuing from the 24

sphere varied. Mr. Kaus termed the glow "jagged" in appearance.

Elsewhere:

"Mr. Kadel contacted a man up at Indian Lake, Ohio,

29 August 1948, who stated that on that date at 5:30 a.m.

he observed a large silver colored sphere which seemed

to arise from behind some woods and continued to fly

across his farm. During the flight it seemed to un

ravel a silver substance which floated earthward.

While still being viewed by this farmer, the sphere

disintegrated in mid-air. This man's name is

(deleted) of Maplewood, Ohio. Mr. Kadel further

advised that the farmer concerned was a man approxi

mately 50 some odd years of age and appeared to be

very conscientious and sincere while relating this

incident.

"The subject seemed to have arisen while the two

men were talking and an airplane happened to fly over

head whereas the farmer then related the foregoing

experience."25

Official comment on the case went: "There is some chance that

the object could have been a weather balloon in the process of
disintegration."26

The Four Corners "meteor."

On October 30, 1947, a huge smokey "something" shot through

the sky over the remote Four Corners Area of the Navajo Reservation

in the U.S. Southwest. (The Four Corners areas is where New

Mexico, Arizona, Utah, and Colorado have state boundary lines

that meet at perfect 90 degree angles.) A Mr. and Mrs. C.

Weafer occupied a lonely farmhouse in that tractless, rocky
desert and were probably the sole witnesses to the aerial phe

nomenon. Not owning a radio, nor having access to newspapers,

they placed no great importance on the "fiery ball" that had

traced a line of vapor dividing the heavens, the wind twisting
the smoke trail into a big zigzag. In the course of time, the

couple mentioned what they had seen to others living outside

the reservation. Eventually word reached the authorities about

the Weafer's front row seat to the fiery passage. In August

1948, a scientific/military team paid a visit to the Weafer

home and set up measuring equipment in their front yard and

questioned the pair about the path of the sky object. Mr. Weafer

later related to a Texas newspaper:

"Internationally known experts who were present

that day at our home, approached me and told me that

it was no meteorite, but a guided object, probably

from the military establishment of a foreign power.



There seemed considerable agreement among the
scientists and military men on this point."27

While none of the experts in the above account are identified,
a quote from Dr. Lincoln La Paz, noted meteor scientist, should

aid in understanding what the team was doing:

"... the search for meteorites are in many respects

analogous to those encountered in air search and rescue

work, and resemble even more closely those that may

arise, if our nation has occasion to defend itself
against attack by rocket and other guided missiles.

"Because of the notorious inability of the un

trained observer to accurately estimate the eleva

tion and bearing of a position in the sky--for example,
the point of appearance of a meteor--it is axiomatic

that wherever possible, transit observations should
be made by a trained operator at the exact spot from
whence his observation was made."2®

Did anything actually crash in the Four Corners region?
Nothing much official in the way of information was released,
but some really far-out rumors would surface for the first time
October 12, 1949. However, there is much to cover UFO-wise until

that date. With that we will continue.

Flying saucers saucier!

"I've never seen anything like it." "If anyone else had re
ported such a thing, I would have thought he was crazy." -- Lt.

George Gorman.

October 1, 1948:

"Lt. George Gorman had been with his squadron on a

cross-country flight. When the squadron returned at

approximately 2030 hours, Lt. Gorman decided to remain
in the air inasmuch as he wanted to do some night flying.
He flew west as far as Valley City and returned to Fargo

(North Dakota) to watch the football game from the aiT,
his altitude being approximately 1500 feet at the time.

Circling the football field, he saw about 500 feet
beneath him a Piper Cub. At approximately 2100 hours

he decided to return to the field. He called the
tower to find out if all was clear, and was told that
one other ship was in the air, the aforementioned Piper
Cub, which was flown by Dr. Cannon of Fargo, North

Dakota.
"As he flew into the pattern preparatory to landing,

what seemed to be the tail light of another airplane

passed him from the right. He called the tower immed

iately and complained that they had misinformed him,
that there was a third ship in the air. The tower
came back with the information that no other aircraft

was reported out, that they had just checked with all

other air fields in the area. Lt. Gorman, seeing the

tail light run just outside the Piper Cub, pulled up
and out towards the moving light in order to identify



what he thought to be another aircraft. He saw the Piper
Cub plainly outlined beneath him against the city lights,

but saw no outline of anything around the moving light.

Lt. Gorman then proceeded to move toward the object (he
thinks that he was about 1,000 yards from the object at

this moment), which appeared then to be about 6 to 8

inches in diameter. The light was clear white, com

pletely round without fuzz at the edges, and was, until
then, blinking on and off. He then proceeded to follow
the light which suddenly became steady and pulled up into

a sharp left bank, making what he thought to be a pass

at the tower. Lt. Gorman dived after the light, bringing
his manifold pressure to 50 inches and realizing 2,000 RPM,
which increased at the finish of the dive to 3,000. He
was unable to catch up with the object which began to gain
altitude."29

The official report goes on to say:

"Lt. Gorman continued to follow the object, in the

meantime calling the tower and advising them as to what
was going on. The object continued gaining altitude

and again made a left bank. Lt. Gorman then put his

F-51 into a sharp right turn and tried to cut the object

off in the turn. By that time he was to an altitude of
7,000 feet. The object then made a sharp right turn and
Lt. Gorman turned about and headed straight at the ob
ject which had completed its turn and was coming toward
him. At the point where collision seemed imminent,

Lt. Gorman got scared and went into a dive, the object

passing over his canopy at approximately 500 feet. At
this time he had 60 inches of manifold pressure and
3,000 RPM. The object again made a left circle approxi
mately 1,000 feet above him and he again gave chase. He
cut again sharply toward the object which was once more

coming at him and, at the time when a collision seemed

imminent again, the object went straight into the air
and he started climbing after it until he gained approxi
mately 14,000 feet at which time his plane went into a

power stall. The object then turned in a northwest-
northern heading and disappeared. It was then 2127 hours.

"Lt. Gorman proceeded to return to the field, being
so excited that he had to make two passes at the field
before he could properly land. During these entire

maneuvers, Lt. Gorman noticed no deviation on his

instruments. His magnetic compass reacted normally,
there was no interferrence with his radio. He heard 3Q

no sounds, noticed no odors, and saw no exhaust trails."

Military investigators set to work checking Gorman's P-51 for
radioactivity but Geiger counter readings were nil (There were
some suspicions in Intelligence circles that UFOs were using
atomic-powered engines. Evidently it was surmised that the UFO
may have left an exhaust trail tainted with radiation and that
Gorman's aircraft must have cut in and out of such a stream of
vapor a number of times.). Gorman's background was quietly

investigated, a check he passed with flying colors. Exhaustive
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questioning continued for some time, after which Gorman still main

tained a firm conviction about four points:

"1) The object first detected the approach of the

intercepting aircraft at about 500 yards dis

tant.

2) Maneuvering of the object was indicative of

intelligence control.

3) The object seemed bound by the laws of inertia.

4) The object's flying characteristics far exceeded

that of the P-51 airplane."31

The official report on the incident then launched into a long

analysis of Gorman's pursuit of the UFO. Keep in mind that a wind-
tossed weather balloon was later favored by the anti-UFO people to

explain this case.

Under "Comments" it states:

"1) The pilot of the P-51 craft first decided to

intercept the object while at 4,000 feet (due SSW of

the field), and the object was at about 1,000 feet

altitude and moving at about 250 MPH (also SSW of the

field). See chart of flight paths appended hereto as

Exhibit "B." Paths of these initial maneuvers were

horizontal in aspect and should be viewed as though

one is looking down. At point "b,", the subject

clearly saw the object but was unable to state any

exact distance as to proximity, as it began rapid

acceleration, turning from a due west heading to a

due south heading. Gorman pulled into a tight 360

degree turn to the left intending to cut the object

off and ram it since he had clearly seen that the

lighted object appeared no larger than 8 inches in

diameter. He reasoned that the damage to his own

plane would not be too great should he succeed. The

subject's plane at the turn indicated 4 25 MPH, yet he

saw the object on a wider turn (as indicated by the

symbol 'o' on the chart) circle him twice in the time

it took him to complete his 360 degree turn. Accord

ingly, he believed that the object was traveling at

estimated speeds of 650 to 700 MPH. Consequently, in

support of his previous statement, Lt. Gorman feels

certain that the object became aware of his approach,
despite his approach from above and behind and in spite

of his prior advantage in flying speed.-

"2) The maneuvers of the object, both evasive and

aggressive not only matched but effectively coped with

the interception tactics performed by the P-51 pilot.

Thus the subject is convinced that intelligence directed

the movement of his target.

"3) To explain his convictions that the object was

definitely bound by the laws of inertia, Lt. Gorman ex

plained that when he first approached the object it

accelerated very rapidly, but not immediately. Although

it turned 'tighter' than the P-51 and at far greater

speeds, it always followed a natural curve. At no

time did it turn at a right angle. Having tried with-
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out success to turn with the object while trailing it

dead ahead, no wash was felt; however, the subject

blacked out momentarily on a few turns. Consequently,

Lt. Gorman feels convinced that few living pilots (if

any) could have turned as sharply and at the speeds

attained by the object.

"4) As to flying characteristics, besides evidence
as to degree of turn, level flying speeds, and maneu

verability, subject pilot drew a vertical cross-section

of his final maneuvers (submitted as Exhibit "C") to
show the rate of climb of the object.

"5) Letting down from 12,000 feet, the P-51 indicated
60 inches of mercury at 3,000 RPM, estimated airspeed

400 MPH, and began a steep climb to cut off the object

as it, in turn, aggressively came flying toward his air
craft as indicated by 'b1.* The P-51 fell off in a power
stall at 14,500 feet altitude. When asked if he had

lost sight of his target at this point, Lt. Gorman

responded that he had kept his eyes fixed on his target

and had watched it climbing vertically and on a slightly

increasing angle of climb as indicated by 'c1 until dis

tance caused it to disappear. When asked why he had

not broken the seal for military power, the subject

replied that he had indicated 60 inches of mercury at

3,000 RPM for 15 minutes and he felt further abuse of

the engine would possibly injure it beyond repair. The
subject stated that the object's rate of climb was con
stant despite the steepness of its ascent."32

The words of Gorman about the last part of the chase bears re
peating because some critics would dismiss the case on the grounds

that the movements of the UFO were only an illusion caused by
Gorman's disorientation as his plane maneuvered in a dark sky with
no reference points, yet he needed no visual markers to tell up
from down. The lieutentant flatly states that the UFO zoomed
upward with him close behind, his plane hanging on its propeller.

The object, he said: "... was able to attain a far steeper climb
and was able to maintain a constant rate of climb far in excess
of my aircraft."33

In support of Lt. Gorman's claim that he was in pursuit of a

high speed object, is the testimony of a Mr. Jensen, airport traffic
controller (CAA) at Fargo Field. The summary of the interrogation
cites the following:

"Mr. Jensen was on duty since 1600 hours October 1,

1948, in the traffic control tower as traffic controller.
There was not much traffic during the evening hours on
that day, and with the exception of the P-51, there were

no other airplanes from Fargo Air Field in the air. At

2050 hours, he was advised from a privately owned field

south of Fargo that Piper Cub No. 707, piloted by Dr.

Cannon, had taken off and had asked for permission to land

*The reader is referred to the drawing accompanying the text. The
illustration has been reproduced from official Air Force Intelligence
files.
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at Fargo Air Field to attend the ball game. At 2100

hours, Lt. Gorman called the tower, asking if any other

aircraft were in the air and he was given the position

of Piper Cub. Approximately 5 minutes after that,

Lt. Gorman called again and stated that there was

another aircraft in the air at approximately the same

altitude as the Cub; however, it could not be the Cub

in view of its speed. He was advised that no other

aircraft was in the air from Fargo Air Field.and none

other was signalled from other air fields."3

Mr. Jensen is further quoted as saying:

"Lt Gorman then called in again and stated that he

was going to follow the other aircraft. Mr. Jensen

then stepped to the south window of the tower and at

that moment saw the object, approximately 1,000 feet

from the tower in a northwestern direction, passing

very fast over the field. Mr. Jensen happened to

have, at this particular moment, a pair of binoculars

in his hand, and he watched the object as it passed

over the field. He was, however, unable to distin

guish any shape or form other than what appeared to

be the tail light of a very fast moving craft.

Mr. Jensen did not see the maneuvers carried on by

the object nor the P-51 of Lt. Gorman. He saw the

object only once, and then only as it passed in a

straight line over the field.

"Mr. Jensen states that approximately 10 minutes

prior to Lt. Gorman's call, the Weather Station at

Fargo had released a lighted weather balloon; how

ever, the balloon was at all times in sight by

Mr. Sanderson of the Weather Station, the balloon

flying slowly in a westerly direction at an altitude

of about 500 feet. Mr. Jensen further states that

the voice of Lt. Gorman became, at times, very

garbled and he had to repeatedly ask him to speak

clearer. He thinks, however, that during the diving

and climbing maneuvers of the P-51, Lt. Gorman's

throat microphone had probably slipped."35

In a letter composed by Mr. Jensen he states even more clearly

the critical aspect of the case: "The P-51 was some distance

behind, and the object was traveling fast enough to increase the
spacing between itself and the fighter."36 And further on in
the letter he says: "The main identifying characteristic (of the
UFO) ... was the high rate of speed at which it was apparently

traveling."37

For some reason there exists quite a difference between offi

cial Air Force records and an article in a National Guard maga

zine, the Guardsman, authored by the Public Information Officer

of Gorman's unit. Lt. Duane Lund, the PIO, evidently interviewed
Gorman and he obtained an account of the last part of the aerial

chase that departs significantly from the composite account com
piled by the Air Force Intelligence agents. According to Lt. Lund,
after stalling out at 14,000 feet, Lt. Gorman said he then leveled
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out. The light, meanwhile, had outclimbed Gorman's P-51. If the

light had been a mere balloon (make that a rather fast-climbing

balloon), then it should have kept rising out of sight. The
Guardsman article states that the light did not rise out of
sight but instead: "... the light came back to Lieutentant

Gorman's altitude. He turned, dropping to 11,000 feet, where
the light made a quick turn and tried another head-on pass.

Then in a final burst of speed, it went straight up and out of
sight."38 The "balloon" in this case dropped some 3,000 feet in

a very short time!

The assistant Airport Traffic Controller, whose name has been

deleted from official files, testified:

"The object in question was first noticed just east

of the airport, and appeared to be on a north heading.

After passing to the east of the airport it seemed to
take up a northwest heading. The object seemed to be

about two thousand feet and appeared to be traveling

at quite an excessive speed compared to a Piper Cub

that was east of the field at the time. No definite

outline could be identified. Both objects were noticed

at the same time."3^

The pilot of the Piper Cub, a doctor whose name was also deleted
from official files, gave the following account:

"A gentleman and myself took off from Sky Ranch Flying

Field which is five miles south of Hector Airport, at

eight-forty P.M. to do a little night flying. We were

in a two-way radio connection with the tower at Hector

Airport. I was doing the flying and (deleted) was

using the phones and while circling the Football Field
at the A.C. at 1600 feet, the Fargo tower advised us

there was a P-51 in the air and a few moments later asked
who the third plane might be. We had noticed the P-51

and when we were over the north side of Hector Field going

west, a light seemingly on a plane flared above and to the

North moving very swiftly toward the west. At first we

thought it was the P-51 higher and more over the field.

We landed on runway three and taxied into the Add build

ing and went up to the tower and listened to the calls

from the P-51 which seemed to be trying to overtake the

plane or lighted object which went southward and over

the city. The (UFO) plane was moving very swiftly,

much faster than the P-51. I tried to get a better
view with a pair of binoculars but couldn't follow it

well enough. The P-51 landed and we took off just
ahead of a northwest plane and landed at Sky Ranch and

registered on the flying sheet at 10:20 P.M. I saw the

light and the P-51 at the same time. The light seemed

to be outside of the circles made by the P-51."40

Latter day examinations of the case produced controversy:

"Dr. James E. McDonald, University of Arizona,

atmospheric physicist, stated in 1970: 'Although the

pilot-balloon light became the official explanation

there are a number of explicit statements in the
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Blue Book file that thoroughly discount that hypo

thesis.' Menzel (UFO critic and professor of astron

omy at Harvard) acknowledged the difficulty by decid
ing: 'that there were two objects responsible for the
illusion'--a balloon and the planet Jupiter. Gorman
was at times seeing a lighted ballbon, and at other

times 'very probably a mirage of the planet Jupiter.1"

The fear that the military might well be dealing with a high
performance atomic-powered device, an apprehension that intensi
fied over the next few months, is illustrated by the briefing
conducted concerning the Geiger radioactivity check of Gorman's
P-51. Captain Robert Sneider and Mr. Loedding, Technical Assis
tant to MCIAXO, both of Project SIGN, were briefed by a Major
Carl B. Lindstrand, Chief, Electronics Section, and Mr. Lawrence
H. Truettner, Aeronautical Engineer, Chief of the Guided Missile
Branch. Specifically, it was Major Lindstrand who advised that
positive indications of excessive radioactivity in the subject
airplane would have to be thirty to forty times normal readings.
It was also suggested that Gorman be given blood tests over a
four week period since exposure to radioactivity affected blood
count. Results, however, were negative.42

A careful interrogation revealed that the first assertion to
the effect that Gorman did not perceive the UFO's configuration
was not justified. Air Force evaluators wrote in a later report
that:

"A check with MCIA personnel involved in this case
and Project SIGN disclosed that their concept of the con
figuration was spherical or 'ball-like.' Furthermore, it
was officially reported and recorded as such. Actually
the configuration is round, but flat or 'disc-like.1
Major Kubabla stated that according to the direct ques
tion and answer interrogation, by Major Jones, NDNG,
Commanding Officer, that the disc-like or round-flat
configuration would have to be accepted in lieu of the
apparently indirect and assumed 'ball-like' shape. This
error on the part of the Intelligence Department could
cause some serious embarrassment and repercussions."43

Contemporary evaluations were reduced to a series of questions,
the last of which was sensational. Under the heading: "Recommen
dations," it states:

"1) That scientific and technical analysis of known
factors in this and similar cases be continued
so that data may be compiled to prove or dis
prove the following allegations:

a. Is it or is it not, possible for an object
without appreciable shape or known aero
nautical configuration (and which appears
to possess sensing capabilities) to appear

to travel at variable speeds and maneuver
intelligently.

b. From the technical standpoint, to what
degree is it possible to draw upon rumored
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present-day attainments (foreign or domestic) in the
fields of equipment, propulsion, fuels, electronics

(radar control), atomic research, and any other

applicable field, to account for the aforestated

flying characteristics attributed this small missile,

c. To what degree does ball lightning phenomena approxi
mate the flying characteristics attributed to this

missile.

d. From the aero-medical viewpoint, to what degree is

it possible for a human being (utilizing pressurized

cabins, flying equipment, etc.,) to accomplish the

reported abrupt turns and extreme degrees of ascent

at terrific speeds described in the foregoing."44

The final point "e" asked:

'e. Is is plausible to assume possible inter-planetary
■ir-i c-i * a -f- -i nne?"45visitations?"

Since Lt. Gorman was on active duty with the National Guard,

the Fargo incident would never had made a splash in the news

papers if the Commanding Officer of the air squadron had not taken
it upon himself to release the story to the press; an example of

liberality unthinkable in later years. Lt. Gorman's CO, Major

D. C. Jones, had a subordinate draw up and deliver a statement to

the local newspaper, The Fargo Forum. The Forum headlined the

UFO "Kamikaze" case and the incident was picked up by the nation

al news services, so when Project SIGN investigators arrived on

the scene, The Fargo Forum headlined the appearance of the mili
tary authorities from Air Force Intelligence. Annoyed, the Air

Force agents clamped a lid on any more dissemination of infor
mation to the news media*46

"Wild hysteria."

When Major Jones got into hot water over his liberal handling

of the UFO story, he composed a letter to Wright Field, Dayton,
Ohio, explaining his actions to the high brass there. He wrote

that he was: "... cognizant of the fact that reports of this

nature are classified material, and the fact that a number of

civilians were aware of the alleged engagement which Lt. Gorman
had with the object, so it was necessary that a press release

be made in order to avoid an exagerated account being printed
and a consequent wild hysteria."4/

Out of Dayton, Ohio, came a more "official" comment about the

Fargo incident. Needless to say, the words were more carefully

chosen:

"Today Colonel C. H. Welch, public relations officer

of the Air Material Command, said he wished the public

to know the Army was investigating such reports, regard

less of the place or type of occurrence.

'"That way,' he said, 'the public can be assured

there's nothing going on we don't known about.'

"The Colonel said Wright Field officers were in Fargo,

N.D., Sunday, investigating a report of a National Guard

officer who claimed he chased and did aerial maneuvers

with a lighted disc-like object which outran and out-
maneuvered him,
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Fargo Freak—Or Is It?—Flits In Combat.

. With Fighter Pilot—High-Level Devil.
Fargo, N. Dak, Oct 3—(AP)—A

National Guard fighter pilot today
told a story of a 80-minute en
counter with a mysterious flying
object over this city In the dark
ness—and his account was sup

ported by two control-tower oper
ators and another flier.

In a signed statement for Air
Force Intelligence, the pilot, Lt
George Gorman of the 178th
Fighter Squadron, North Dakota
Air National Guard, said he chased
and did aerial maneuvers last night
with a lighted, disk-like object
which outran and outmaneuvered
him.

Watching him and the object
with binoculars were Lloyd Jensen
and H. E. Johnson, both of Fargo,
control operators at Hector Airport
here. Both said In statements to
day that no other aircraft had re
ported to the tower beside Gor
man's F-51 fighter and a Cub, whose
pilot. Dr. A. E. Cannon of Fargo,
also reported watching Gorman

and the object dogfight around
Fargo.

SPEEDS UP TO 400.

Gorman said he first caught sight I
of the lighted object between his
ship and the city's lights at about
4,500 feet. The F-51 pilot said he

attempted to Intercept the object,
making head-on passes, but that it

outturned and outran him .for near

ly half an hour before he lost it at

17,000 feet. Gorman said his speed

at various time throughout the en

gagement ranged from 270 to 400 {
miles an hour.

All four men Identified the object
as a round'light, perfectly formed,
with no rays leaving Its body and
traveling at a speed considerably
faster than the F-M.

Tve never seen, anything like
it," Gorman said. "If anyone else
had reported such a thing I would
have thought he was crazy."
Maj. D. C. Jones, commanding

officer of the North Dakota 178th
Fighter Squadron, said he would
send Lieutenant .Gorman's state

ments to Air Force Intelligence but
refused to comment further.
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"Asked the results of the investigation, the

Colonel said: 'Nothing to report.'

"Then he explained military intelligence is

charged with investigating any reports regarding

such 'flying discs' and that the matter is

purely routine in nature.

"'If one of these things turned out to be

something strange and new--the public will be

informed,' he said. Otherwise, he added,

reports of such investigating teams remains
the property of military intelligence."48

Ghost Rockets over Japan.

A night fighter of the 68 squadron sped through the darkness

over Japan the evening of October 15, 1948. At the controls

was 1st Lt. Oliver Hemphill. He later reported to his superiors

"... my radar observer and myself were flying a

routine airborne alert mission approximately 50 miles

out to sea northwest of Fukuoka, Japan. At approxi
mately 2305 we made our first contact with our Air

borne Radar Set with a target we assumed to be a P-51.

We attempted a practice interception, but the target

put on a tremendous burst of speed and dived so fast

we were unable to stay with it. At this point the

intercepting aircraft was traveling at approxi-

mately 300 mph and descending at 3500 feet per

minute. This was a head-on interception. When

the target passed under us we executed a chandelle
back to our original altitude of approximately
6,000 feet. Our second target was immediately

picked up on the scope, and a stern interception

was attempted, but the aircraft immediately out

distanced us. At this time we were puzzled by the
tremendous bursts of speed exhibited by the sup

posed P-51s. The third target was spotted visually
by myself. I had an excellent silhouette of the

target thrown against a very reflective undercast

by a full moon. I realized at this time that it
did not look like any type of aircraft I was fami

liar with, so I immediately contacted my Ground

Control Station and asked for information regard

ing any aircraft flying in the area. I informed
them of what I had seen and was in contact with
them from then on.

"The fourth target passed directly over my
ship from stern to bow at a speed of roughly

twice that of my aircraft, 200 mph. I caught

just a fleeting glance of the aircraft; just
enough to know he had passed me. The fifth

and sixth targets were attempted radar inter
ceptions, but their high rate of speed put them
immediately out of range.

"The only aircraft I can compare our targets
to is the German ME-262. It was not a ME-262
or similar jet."49
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to Know If Anything's Found-"

Army Is Investigatingm££
He* Flying Disc,Reports -
DAYTON, O.r Oct 6—(ft)—The

flying disc buidness.shows-no signs

of fading out' r • ' .'; •T* -£ -"
People still-are "seeing .things

in the air" in aU sections. -«f\the
country, and whether ifs « Case
of Jitters in an atomic age or illu
sions *of Bfrifli ^phenomena?'* *is
something Wright-Patterson Tield
officers .would - like 4o know* ••'
-Today CoLCE Welch, public

relations officer pf the AirMateriel
Jd .-said hfc wished the
public to Knew the Army -was in
vestigation such reports, regard-

of the place or type of oc
currence.

"That way," he said, "the public.
an be assured there's nothing

igoing on we don't know about.".
The colonel said Wright Tield

officers were in fargo, N. D, Sun-

what the person had seen was a
fast-moving army .plane, ana aie
"pulsating lets" were the red and
green lights Hashing on and off on
each tip of the wings.

day. investigating .a. report of
National Guard ^officer 'who
claimed he chased -and did aerial
maneuvers with a lighted-disc-like
object Which

maneuvered40in.-V
-Asked thevHnf

gatton, -the.colocii
•Woihing to .
Then he expla

such
telligence b charged.wifli
gating any reports' regard! _
"flying discs" -and that the matter
is purely routine in nature.

"It one ot.these things turned
tf t Tiff^ d

teams

The colonel-d«Driitiav> fre 4^-
iire of .the :numbei'^>f.r-ea*s<or

'flying discs'' investigated'^n ^re
sent months, but he said suchTe-
ports are received daily ana are
tollowed up. by investigators.
He cited one instance which he

laid was common.to Investigating
cams. ~ That'^was a report-ol a
dtisen .seeing .vari-colored >1!»ul-

ti^rt" flig tfi pd
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The other member of the two-man crew was Barton Halter, 2nd

Lt., the night fighter's radar operator. He declared:

"On October 15, 1948, my pilot and I started out on

a routine mission off the northwest coast of Kyushu.

When at 2305 we were approximately 50 miles at 330

degrees from Fukuoka, I picked up an airborne target.
It showed up at a range of five miles, dead ahead

and slightly below us. We increased our speed to
approximately 220 mph and obtained an advantage of

20 mph. The target showed no evasive action at
first, and we thought that it was probably one
of the fighter aircraft from our home field. As

we closed in, I noticed a slight change in azimuth

and a rapid closure between us. Shortly thereafter,
a matter of seconds, the target gave the indication

of diving beneath us. We dived in an attempt to

follow, it had passed beneath us and was gone. I
was notified by my pilot that we were diving at a

rate of 3500 feet a minute at 300 mph. I had intended
to ask-the pilot to peel off after it split 'S1, but
it was gone too fast.

"The next, or second, interception was from the
rear of the target as was the first; however, the

target added a burst of speed dead ahead and out

distanced us immediately. On the third intercep
tion, my pilot called a visual at 60 degrees port-

side. By the time I made the pickup it was at
45 degrees port 3,000 feet and 5 degrees below.

My pilot made a rapid starboard turn in an attempt

to head off the target. By the time we got astern
of it, it was off again in a burst of speed and dis
appeared between nine and ten miles.

"On the fourth interception, the pilot called to

me that we had been passed from above from the rear
by our target. I picked up the target as it went
off my scope from five to ten miles dead ahead and
slightly above. On the fifth and sixth intercep
tions, the target appeared at 9 miles doing approxi

mately 200 mph. We had an advantage of 20 mph making

our IAS approximately 200 mph, a safe high speed

cruise for F-61 aircraft. We closed in to 12,000

feet; then, with a burst of speed the target pulled
away to the outer limit of my set which is 10 miles

for airborne targets. This took approximately 15
to 20 seconds.

"In my opinion, we were shown a new type air
craft by some agency unknown to us."50

When all the facts were in on this case the experts were a bit
baffled by the lack of ground radar coverage:

"Interceptor aircraft visible to ground radar only

periodically as it flew in and out of permanent ground
return area in which search was conducted. Time of

pickup of interceptor by ground radar not logged
since pickup was identiifed each time as friendly
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and log on friends are not kept. Radar return in

each instance was clear enough to establish if

recognition, and was clear for each pickup out of

the ground return area. It is firmly established

that the only object detected at any time by ground

radar at site one was the F-61. There were no jet

aircraft of this Command airborne at the time of
the sighting."51

UFO expert Edward Ruppelt stated that this case was one of

the first to attain the distinction of being rated a good radar
return report,52 but it is obvious complex radar questions
arise if the incident is to be considered a true unknown.

As Air Material Command later put it: "There is no apparent

explanation. One discrepancy seems to be that the target
was never seen by ground radar, which was operating and had

the F-6>1 in sight throughout the period of the sighting. "53

Until 1980, at which time the Pentagon announced the develop
ment of a method of making aircraft invisible to radar (the

STEALTH program), the ability to mask one's ship from radar

seemed pure fantasy. In 1948 the possibility was unsettling

to the Air Force experts. They could only ask: "... was it
(the UFO) running into normal skip 'null1 zones affecting
appearances on the scopes of all aircraft?"54

The reply to that read: "The pilot and the observer feel

that it was the high rate of speed of the object which enabled
it to disappear so rapidly."55

As for the ground radar stations, perhaps the UFO used some
sort of STEALTH type of absorbent material in its makeup. One
.notes the visual description of the UFO given by witnesses
states that the object in question appeared dull or trans

lucent. Granted that this was so, however, the system used

was selective in its ability to fend off electromagnetic waves
because: "The return on the airborne radar scope was the same
as that from a conventional aircraft."56

The experts pondered the possibility that a sophisticated
flying device had been encountered: "The object seemed cog
nizant of the whereabouts of the F-61 at all times which might
indicate that it carried radar warning equipment. "57

While we are on the subject of radar, it should be noted that
a number of strange radar blips were tracked at Goose Bay,

Labrador, at the end of October 1948, and author Donald Keyhoe
indicates in his writings that the incidents were worth con
sideration yet a check of the Air Force's documents on the
cases show that the supposed targets were not seen by the

naked eye, were recorded very near the radar site, moved slow,
and were only tracked a short distance. All told, some sort
of equipment malfunction was probably responsible.58

Strange doings in the U.S. Southwest.

A narrative summary:
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"On 24th Oct. — (deleted) noticed a very strange

star or fireball in the Eastern sky. It was green

and she thought at first that it was a plane. It

moved very slowly south, then slightly north as if

it were uncertain as to which way to go. It slowly

changed its course to Northwest. It took at least

75 minutes for the object to cross over Phoenix

(Arizona). It seemed to be drawn to other stars,

and when it came close to them it would become

very bright. Everytime the star would light up

and leave the other star it would be dimmer.

Finally she could hardly see it. When she thought

it had completely disappeared it suddenly became
very bright and fell apart."59

Official evaluators made some obvious comments but they did

not dismiss the report outright because of other "green sky

objects" that would visit the region:

"This incident as described is not amenable to any

astronomical explanation. The object took 75 minutes

to cross the sky. The witness apparently is not a

very critical observer since there could be no pos

sible physical connection between the object's bright

ness and its apparent distance from a star. The ob

ject could have been a lighted balloon; speed and
maneuvers check."60

"A definite clue?"

A member of the Fortean Society named Molesworth, as early

as 1948, divined that UFO activity occurred in yearly cycles.

His musing went: "One is tempted to examine further the files
around July-August being certain to find...such objects inter
preted in terms of 'brilliant meteors.'"61 Molesworth had
crept nearer to official conjecture than he could suspect.

According to a document in the files of the FBI certain high-
ranking military authorities were warned by the Air Force on
November 1, 1948, that strange aerial phenomena was occurring
periodically in the Southwest and another such flurry was
imminent. A search of Air Force files confirms this. A tele
type report dated simply "OCT. 48" reads:

"STATISTICAL DATA FOR PROJECT SIGN IS SUBJECT
PD THIS HQ REVEALS THAT GROUPS OF SIGHTINGS OCCUR
AT PERIODIC INTERVALS PD BEGINNING OF INTERVAL

IMMINENT PD REQUEST ALL UNITS CMA AGENCIES AND DEPT

OF AF CMA NAVY AS WELL AS PERTINENT CIVIL AGENCIES
BE ALERTED TO SIGHTINGS OF UNIDENTIFIED AERIAL OB
JECTS PD REPLY DIRECT TO MCIAXD DASH THREE AMC PD

REQUEST ALL AFFECTED AGENCIES TAKE VIGOROUS ACTION
$ TO INITIATE SPEEDY REPORTING SYSTEM PD WHERE POS

SIBLE INITIATE INVESTIGATIVE ACTION WITH SPECIAL

EMPHASIS PLACED ON ACCUMULATION OF PHOTOGRAPHIC
EVIDENCE OF REPORTED SIGHTINGS PD REQUEST THAT THIS
HQ INFORMED OF ACTION TAKEN AND NATURE OF RESPONSE
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As early as May 1948, the magazine Popular Science had as a
cover story the full details on Project SKYHOOK, the huge 206,000
cubic foot balloons sent aloft by the Aeronautical Research
Laboratories of General Mills. Annexed to the essay were a

few comments that suggested that hitherto secret balloons

might account for some saucer sightings. The real secret
behind the plastic giants exploring the roof of the airways
however was not the balloon but the spy cameras attached for
snooping on regions behind the Iron Curtain. The true purpose

of the Skyhooks remained cloaked from unauthorized persons for
some time. This is illustrated by a November 3, 1948, entry
in Air Force UFO files. It seems that there had been a deter

mined pursuit of a "giant intestine" wafting through the thin
air over 40,000 feet by two Mustang fighters. The weird thing
was identified as a "cosmic ray equipment carrier (a Skyhook)"
by a Coast Guard officer stationed at an installation just out
side Salem, Mass., who managed to trace the balloon's origin
to the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. The Strategic
Air Command tried to convince the Air Defense Command the thing
was just a "heavenly body" misidentified, but when the rational
answer surfaced, the Skyhook theory, Air Force Intelligence

sought to downgrade the report's classification, but to the
Strategic Air Command experts this was unsatisfactory and
they made a request that the "... original messages be des
troyed. "63

The Gorman-UFO aerial dogfight of October had a very sober
ing effect on military Intelligence. If one accpeted these
aerial objects as real then it was painfully apparent the
military's best machines were outclassed. This point was made
again on November 18th:

"At approximately 2200 hours Lt. Henry G. Combs
sighted an object flying on a 360 degree course from
west to east over Andrews AF Base. The object had

one continuous glowing white light. Combs thought
it was an aircraft with the wing navigation lights
turned off or burned out. He then made a pass to
check. The object then took evasive action. First
contact established at 1700 feet over Andrews AFB.

When the object started taking evasive action,
Combs switched wing and tail navigation lights off.
Maneuvering his ship so that his exhaust flame would
not be noticed in an effort to get the object on
his left he proceeded to close in but the object
quickly flew up and over his aircraft. Then Combs
attempted to maneuver the object between his ship
and the light of the moon. This was done by making
a very tight 360 degree turn with flaps down while
making a steady climb. The object was able to turn
inside of Comb's aircraft even under this condition.
Another amazing feature was the quick variation of
airspeed from 80MPH to 500 to 600 MPH. Combs re
mained in contact with the object for some 10 minutes
with the object between the lights of Washington, D.C.
and his aircraft. He could only see an oblong ball

Ifo-.--
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with one light and no wings and no exhaust flame.
Trying to close in again he remained in sight of
it up to 6,000 feet, then down to 3,500 feet to
4,000 feet but it always easily evaded him. Then
Combs climbed up underneath the object within
300 to 400 feet. He then turned his landing
lights on it. It had a very dull gray glow
to it and was oblong in shape as mentioned be
fore. The object then performed a very tight
curve and headed for the East coast at 500 to

600 MPH."64

Two lieutenants watched the aerial encounter from a point on
the ground near Andrews AFB, a K.W. Jackson and a G. L. Stalker.
They corroborated what Lt. Combs said about his sky duel.65

Here is the statement of a witness on the ground, a 2nd Lt.

; Kenwood W. Jackson:

: "It was flying from northeast to southwest
across Andrews Field at 1700 feet. Plane then
descended from 4,000 feet to same altitude as
object which was then coming back across Andrews
Field from the southwest on a northeast heading.
Object and plane then flew in circles, object

an outer circle. Plane followed it to 7,000
feet. While climbing plane made 3 to 4 passes

at the object to identify it. As plane descended
. at approximately 240 MPH object would then climb
vertically, drop below plane from behind and con
tinued circling the field. In a last effort the
plane switched on a landing light and the object

momentarily gave off a dull glow. It appeared
oval with no wings and no tail surfaces. After
the object was sighted in the landing light, it

headed to the northeast climbing rapidly. Plane

lost sight of object at 8,000 feet; the time was
then 22:03. Weather at the time: CAVU--no clouds,

haze, or smoke.66

S/Sgt. John J. Kushner's account is on record in this matter:

"Sgt. Kushner was on ground duty when he heard
;t- a noise. Turning his head in the direction of the
: sound he saw a shining object coming across the
I sky. It made a sound similar to a P-47 only twice
:- as loud. It seemed to him to be coming from the
f' direction of the 2238th Engineering Hanger across
i the field toward Hanger #1. It wasn't very high.
f It couldn't have been a P-47 and witness did not
| see an exhaust. Shortly afterwards, he heard the

| same noise only higher up over the field. He ,y
f stated the object did not resemble an aircraft."

| Official comment went:

"That the object described was a synoptic bal

loon. Dr. Fitt's report shows that it is very
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difficult for the observer to separate target
motion and his own motion even in daylight,
and practically impossible to do so at night.

This fact has been substantiated by the writer,
who in controlled experiments attacked ordinary
balloons with a T-6. In daylight, and with
knowledge of what the object was and what it
did, all the above described maneuvers were
duplicated in appearance.68

The reader can examine the witnesses' statements and then
ponder the AMC opinion before making up his own jnind. The only
thing that is really clear is that one should refrain from
making a snap judgment either pro or con in regards to the
balloon theory. Before leaving this case it is interesting
to note that military evaluators mused a possible correla
tion with Blue Book case number 172, the Gorman incident of
October 1st. The military experts wrote:

"The similarity of the incident to #172 is
striking, and it suggests a common origin for
the objects. The two incidents were separated
by a month and a half and by half a continent.
The hours of observation were about the same. It
may be significant that ground observers in each
incident did not report the evasive tactics des
cribed by air observers, and it is tempting to
hazard the guess that such tactics were largely
the result of relative motion. It should be
investigated whether a lighted balloon caught
in the prop wash could give the appearance of a
rapidly-maneuvering aircraft. In fact,this
investigator believes that it would be an
interesting experiment to have a typical lighted
balloon engaged by aircraft at night, with a
competent observer along to record apparent
relative tactics of the balloon. It is not
clear whether the two observers in this inci
dent who reported evasive tactics were in the
same plane, or not, but it is presumed that
they were."69

That the Pentagon still harbored feelings Canadian reports
were of potential importance was illustrated by the slapping of
a SECRET label on a UFO file originating from the province of
Alberta dated November 17th. The "thing" was reported by a
military aircrew:

"The crew was flying at 7,000 feet MSL on
top of an overcast when the object was sighted.
Altitude was judged as approximately 18,000 feet
and the object appeared in a shallow dive. There
was no sound. The object (shaped like an egg with
a flaming tail)...was on a southwest heading at
an unknown speed. As it passed it momentarily
illuminated the sky behind it."70
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Just when the Russian idea appeared unlikely, a report like
the above created doubts that continued to linger.

The same day as the Lt. Combs--UFO incident, November 18th
Brigadier General Putt, USAF, Director of Research and Develop-
ment, contacted a "Mr. Collbohm," of the RAND corporation a
civilian expert of an unnamed specialty, in the hope he could
be some assistance in solving the saucer problem.71 Apparently
this move was in compliance with "Air Force Letter No. 80-10 "
which was dated July 21, 1948 and which authorized a contractual
hiring of scientists to: "...evaluate the remote possibility

lite vehicles11"7'2 erV6d objects raay be sPace shiPs or satel-

PnttOn November 24th the same "Mr. Collbohm" replied to General

that*nor*-kn°W °nly * Portion of what the lette? contained and
that portion was an agreement to evaluate the possible "per-
formance" and "design" of envisioned craft capable of travel
l?rSpn^ . .APParentl7.these secret exchanges dealt with the
Air Force s insistence in pursuing the extraterrestrial hypo-

bu? it rnJVtG of1?eferal Vandenburg's put down of the idea,
but it could as well have been an attempt to establish guide
lines for proof that could meet with the General's objections,
f^^ "^^ e£°f^ tO °btain Phil id

e Generals objection
t^K ^-^ e£°f^ tO °btain Ph^ical evidence con-
to be a high priority activity.

of *-£« December 3, 1948, a mysterious "wheel of fire" spun out
of the sky and landed on the lawn in front of the home of a

smold5??^ine' °k10 Cjti?e? by the name o£ W« C» Donahue. Thesmoldering mass burned with an intense light and gave off con
siderable smoke. Several people witnessed the object's earth
ward plunge, among them a W. H. Reynolds, who described the
li^w m the.sky as being the size of an automobile tire
?n«*o- ,'•" ** Went past his house and then fell." Belle
fontaine police investigated but could find only ashes where
xne tiery thing had alighted, except for what appeared to be-

Pol'irp ri?25 T6^1 ning Wh^ch disintegrated when touched."74'
Police Chief A. D. Paden phoned Air Force Intelligence head-

?nn^eyL«^!?r:L?ht"PatterSOn^in the hope the military experts
could identify the remains of the "flaming wheel." Colonel
™* e. answered the call and expressed considerable inte
rest, saying that the Air Force was anxious to examine any re-

fAFOIFl W!ashWtonS'nUrAF> 0f£iceJof Intelligence Requirements
iA t ii Washington, D.C. requested an immediate analysis of
the Beliefontaine material.7? Small fragments we?e put L?o an
envelope and mailed to Wright-Patterson.76 A teletype message
dated December 7th from Wright-Patterson to Washington D C
sre;err;ed.t0 the "flaming wheel" of Bellefontaine as "probably"
a very pistol flare after preliminary inquiries; an assumption
that proved true after lab tests.77 before leaving ?his ?opic
of strange sky debri, we should take note of some testimon?
more interesting than the Bellefontaine case. testimony

Death of a Disc?

Moonless and clear, only the tiny diamonds of the Milkv Wav
provided a feeble illumination of an otherwisl carbon-Mack Y
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night. R. J. Strong, a professional engineer, and his missus,

were returning from a writer's conference at Northwestern

University, motoring home on a road several miles southwest

of Evanston, Illinois. No other cars were in sight. The

clock on the dashboard crept close to 12:00 p.m., the hour of

goblins, ghosts,and things that go bump in the night.

A "green star" detached itself from the heavenly vault and

slipped downward in a gentle descent. It eased to a halt about
80 yards from the Strong's auto. Both he and his wife were fas
cinated and stopped to observe. Floating 250 feet above them

and off to the right was a disc-shaped thing four feet in di
ameter and some 20 inches thick. Mr. Strong noticed that the

bottom was a parabolic bulge and seemed to be burning with a

brilliant green light, not in the normal sense, but like intense
radioactivity. What looked to be "corona rays" extended out
from the undersurface an inch and a half. The top surface,
just visible, since it was viewed at a 45 degree' angle, emitted
a dull reddish glow like hot iron. No corona could be detected
on that portion so Strong assumed the greenish-lit area on the
bottom produced a propulsion force of some sort because of the
apparent greater emission of radiant energy.

After what may have been ten minutes, the emission of green
rays dimmed at one place near the edge of the disc which evi
dently led to structural weakening at the spot because a red
glowing chunk broke free and fell to the ground. The equi
librium of the hovering object disturbed, it fluttered a bit.
The waning of the green spread and more jagged fragments fell
away, each some three to four inches in size, creating a steady

cascade of glowing embers. Soft thuds of the charcoal crimson
lumps striking the earth were the only sounds to be heard dur
ing the eerie fireworks. In 40 seconds the circular shape
was no more, leaving the heavens an inky emptiness aside from
the familar stars.

The sight excited wonder in the Strongs. Mr. Strong turned
the headlights of the car on and pointed the vehicle at the
field where the embers had come down. A high fence blocked
their vision and discouraged a personal investigation of the disc
remains so the couple marked the roadside and drove on to Chicago
Pressing business engagements prevented a return to the site.
Aside from the writer's conference, Strong could not think of
any clue to the date of the forementioned occurrence other than
that it took place a few years prior to 1952.78

More eerie fireworks.

The U.S. Southwest loomed large in the swelling UFO mystery
in 1948. Intelligence agents took extra care to document sus
pect occurrences in the sensitive high security region of atomic

laboratories and rocket testing installations. Besides the
curious repeat falling objects sighted by a Colonel Hayes, an
outbreak of another mysterious series of sky events took place.
Late in 1948 these strange occurrences became so common they
drew attention at an increasing rate. On December 5th, at
9:30 p.m. Air Force Flight 9921, a C-47 piloted by a Captain

1
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Goade, was cruising 10 miles east of Albuquerque, New Mexico,
when he saw something odd and radioed Kirtland AFB. He told
Kirtland tower he had seen a strange flare-like object soaring
skyward, launching itself from a site somewhere among the slopes
of the Sandia Mountain range. Captain Goade also related the
fact that he had witnessed something similar a half hour before
in the air west of Las Vegas, New Mexico. In fact, a dozen
other persons reported flare-like objects between the times of
7:30 to 11:15 p.m. The sky phenomena was spotted from vantage

points in Albuquerque. Onava, Lucy, and Levy, all cities in the
state of New Mexico.7^

It so happened that there were some more pilot-witnesses

on December 5th which were the pilot and co-pilot of the air
liner Pioneer Flight #63. Interrogated at Pioneer Airline
Operations at Kirtland Field, the two pilots stated that, as
they approahced Las Vegas, New Mexico, at 9,000 feet, a bright
white-colored flash occurred above and ahead of their C-47.
Attracted to the flash the flyers quickly sighted a whitish-
orange object that appeared to be on a collision course with
their plane but the "light" suddenly arched downward and van
ished at the last second.80

The fact that things were astir in the heavens over New
Mexico on December 5th grew more interesting when another
report came in from a location to the north. The report read:
"On 5 December 1948 while traveling on U.S. Highway 160, in the
vicinity of Blanca, Colorado (This was a civilian observer), a
fireball was observed. Moving horizontally and westerly at a
very fast rate of speed, it appeared to be a bright green."
This witness claimed he had seen a similar sky object earlier
on September 12th which: "... did not fall but 'went out in
midair.1 "81 One fireball over Blanca was interesting but two

seemed very odd indeed.

The next night, December 6th, a security guard at Sandia Base
watched a strange sight after he had pulled up to a stop sign at
an intersection. . A "greenish flare" one-third the size of the
full Moon streaked by in a slight arc.82

Military Intelligence contacted civilian and governmental
aviation and research facilities in the New Mexico region to

determine an "applicable explanation" but discovered nothing
to explain the reported phenomenon.83

On December 8th the "flare" problem became very real for two
of the OSI agents. They witnessed one first hand. Their names
are deleted from the official report but it is known from other
files that they were agents Neef and Stahl. The report states:

"... (Neef and Stahl) both rated pilots took

off from Kirtland Air Force Base, Albuquerque,
New Mexico, in a T-7 type aircraft. At 1833 while

flying at an indicated altitude of 11,500 feet,
mean sea level, approximately 5,000 feet above the

terrain, a strange phenomenon was observed. The
exact position of the aircraft at the time of the

observation was 35 degrees 31' North--104 degrees
51' West, approximately twenty miles east of the
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Las Vegas, New Mexico, radio range station. At

the time of the observation the aircraft was
flying on a compass course of 90 degrees, the
indicated air-speed was one hundred ninety
miles per hour. — (deleted) was flying as

pilot and seated on the left side of the cockpit.

— (deleted) was flying as co-pilot and was seated
on the right side of the cockpit. (deleted)
first observed the phenomenon and a split second
later (deleted) saw it. At an estimated alti

tude of 2,000 feet higher than the airplane or

13,500 feet above mean sea level a brilliant
green light was observed coming toward the air

plane at a rapid rate of speed from approximately
30 degrees to the left of course, from 60 degrees
ENE, to 240 degrees WSW. The object was similar
in appearance to a burning green flare of common
use in the Air Forces. However, the light was much
more intense and the object appeared to be consi
derably larger than a normal flare. No estimate
can be made of the distance or the size of the
object since no other object was visible upon which
to base a comparison. The object was definitely larger
and more brilliant than a shooting star, meteor, or
flare. The trajectory of the object when first
sighted was almost flat and parallel to the earth.
The phenomenon lasted approximately two seconds at
the end of which the object seemed to burn out.
The trajectory then dropped off rapidly and a trail
of glowing fragments reddish orange in color was
observed falling toward the ground. The fragments
were visible for less than a second before dis
appearing. The phenomenon was of such intensity

as to be visible from the very moment it ignited
and was observed a split second later. It was not
possible for the phenomenon to have been visible
for longer than a split second before observation
• • • after the occurrence the aircraft remained in the
same vicinity for approximately one and one-half
hours but no further phenomena were observed."84

The following day Special Agent Stahl again took to the air,
this time in the afternoon (4:35), and conducted an aerial
search of the terrain where the strange sky phenomenon of the
previous evening had seemingly fragmented in midair. Nothing
unusual was detected in the area.

Extensive investigations were launched. State and city police
were questioned but only a patrolman Noland Utz of San Miguel
County had knowledge of anything and it only amounted to the
overhearing of a conversation between several lawmen concerning
"aerial flares" in the neighborhood of Las Vegas. Beyond that
patrolman Utz could not offer additional information or identify
the lawmen involved. A Las Vegas civilian flying service was
checked with negative results. OSI agents then talked with
CAA officials stationed at the Las Vegas Municipal Airport
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about any recent, or previously reported, sky phenomenon. Again
nothing of consequence was learned. Four of the CAA Aircraft
Communicators were briefed as to any future reports of "flare
activity." Air Force records include the following interesting
sentence: "All of these four men agreed to maintain this infor
mation on a discret basis and to handle the information as being
highly classified."85 Likewise, when the situation was dis

cussed with two officials of Pioneer Airlines at the company's

Las Vegas office, one of the officials remarked: "... he did
not feel like confiding in his two assistants, since they were
very youthful and would undoubtedly disclose information regard
ing this investigation."86 This officialadded that he would

brief another Pioneer executive at present out of town as to:
"... the confidential classification of this investigation."8/
The head of the Santa Fe National Forest Service was contacted,
a Mr. William Brainard, who said that nothing of the described
nature of mysterious "flares" had come to his attention since
his assignment to the Santa Fe post in February 1948.88

Dr. Lincoln La Paz,* who had been consulted back in March,
1948, by the Air Force concerning meteor activity, naturally

found himself embroiled in the New Mexico "flare problem."

On the afternoon of December 9th, Special Agent Melvin E. Neef
had a conference with Dr. La Paz. The professor agreed that the
reported phenomenon was indeed of an unusual nature, therefore,

Dr. La Paz made plans for a systematic observation of the Gemini

meteor shower. His reasoning went:

"I felt certain that the observed phenomena some

how must be connected with the Gemini meteors which

reach their maximum activity between December 10th

and 12th, but are frequently seen in considerable

numbers as early as December 3-4."89

Dr. Lincoln La Paz later received a letter from a student en

rolled at the University of Nex Mexico relevant to an observa

tion on December 5th, a date of special interest in regards to

the appearance of the "flares." The letter's contents are

summarized below:

*Dr. Lincoln La Paz was Director of the Institute of Meteoritics
r and Head of the Department of Mathematics and Astronomy at the

University of New Mexico. He was Research Mathematican at the
New Mexico Proving Grounds under an OSRD appointment in 1943

i and 1944, and Director of the Operations Analysis Section,

? Headquarters, Second Air Force, 1944-45. In 1948, Dr. La Paz

1 served on a voluntary basis as consultant for the District in
? Connection with the "green fireball" investigations.

^ He was also closely associated in an official capacity with
| Dr. H. S. Landsberg, Executive Director, Committee on Geophysics
I' and Geography, Research and Development Board, Pentagon, Washington,
| - D.C. In connection with this capacity he had a secret and top

secret clearance by the Air Material Command, Wright-Patterson

AFB, Ohio.
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"At about 2000 hours, 5 December 1948, while

walking along the west side of Varsity Village, a

University housing area, — (deleted) saw a bright

green 'meteor.' The color was a brilliant green,

as in a traffic signal or a neon tube. There was

a definite area to the object; i.e., it was not

merely a point of light. The size was very hard

to determine, but was estimated at one third that

of Venus when that planet is visible in the day

time. (deleted) discounted any claim of

accuracy as to the size, however, saying that

he could not definitely say. The object appeared
in the western sky, vertically to about five

degrees. There was a definite corona or halo

effect, but no sparks or trail were produced.

The sky was hazy and there was some cloud cover

at the time of the sighting, but — (deleted)

did not recall the extent of the cloudiness. No

stars were visible in the part of the sky where

the 'meteor' was observed.§0

On December 9th Air Force Special Agents John J. Stahl, Jr.,
Herman N. Munroe, and Melvin E. Neef, summoned Colonel William

P. Hays, Infantry, Civilian Component Affairs Officer, New

Mexico Military District, for an interview at Building T-25
on Kirtland Air Force Base. Colonel Hays was quized about

his reports of repeated sightings of strange fireballs in the
vicinity of Vaughn, New Mexico, a curious case of repetition
not to be ignored if true. He said he did not check the ter
rain after the sightings so he did not know if any fragments
of the fireball were in the area:

"Colonel Hays first observed an unusual aerial

phenomena during the latter part of 1947. This
occurred in the vicinity of Vaughn, N.M. The

phenomena appeared approximately 400 - 500 feet
above the ground when first observed and was

descending slowly and steadily in a vertical
manner toward the earth. It appeared slightly

larger than a basketball, bright white in color

like a miniature sun. At a point approximately
200 feet above the surface of the earth, the ob
ject appeared to explode although no noise was

apparent. By this time the Colonel had stopped

his automobile and had gotten out to watch the

object. The explosion or disintegration appeared
to be taking place some 40 to 60 yards distant and
still no noise was noticed. At this time the frag

ments assumed a fiery red color and descended toward the
earth like numerous sparks being extinguished before
touching the ground. At this time Colonel Hays was
on Highway 60, near a railroad and separated from the
vicinity where the fragments were landing by a fence.
He did not cross the fence or investigate further. "91

It should be noted, a year later this same Colonel reported
another such occurrence right after the official paper about
"periodicity" was filed. The file reads:
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MOn 3 or 4 Nov 48 at approximately 2130 hours
he observed a ball of light, reddish-white in color,
one foot in diameter, falling vertically. The ball
burst 100 - 200 feet from the ground m a spray of
reddish color which extinguished before reaching
the ground--this occurred about 400 yards north of
the road on which he was driving--10 minutes east

of Vaughn, N.M. --Highway 60. "9Z

Official comment on the repeated phenomenon at Vaughn, New

Mexico, read:

"It is difficult to ascertain whether the objects
described in this incident belong to the general group
of 'New Mexico green flashes,1 or not. The descrip
tion here is sufficiently different from the majority
to indicate that they do not: the characteristic

green color is not mentioned.
"It is improbable, however, that the three sepa

rate sightings, all occurring at approximately 220
hours and in the same locality, can be explained as
astronomical phenomena. Furthermore, the stated
altitude and distance are entirely out of keeping;
this fact might be discounted as an illusion, common

in the observation of fireballs, if the instances
were isolated. The weight of the evidence, however,
inclines to the conclusion that the objects were
man-made devices and part of some scientific experi
ments, so common in that section of the country. *•>

Special Agent Melvin Neef had a chat with Dr. La Paz on
December 9th in the professor's office at the University of New

Mexico. Air Force records tell us:

"Dr. La Paz explained the behavior of meteors and
stated that these phenomena being investigated could not
be explained or be considered as meteors. He advised
in view of the unexplained Memphis, Tennessee incident,
the occurrence at Los Alamos, New Mexico, and the pro
claimed meteoric fall in Russia,** that the present
phenomena should be investigated and an attempt be
made to identify them."94

After conferring with Captain Neff of the O.S.I, about the
strange "fireballs" on December 9th, Lincoln La Paz typed a
letter to Lt. Col. Doyle Rees, Commanding Officer of the District
No. 17 Office of Special Investigations, detailing a review of
the reports received up to that time and making certain recom
mendations for more thorough investigations of the phenomena
in question. Excerpts of interest from this missive include

the following:

**

*See the author's booklet: The UFO Riddle, 1948: January -
July in that section dealing with events of May, 1948.

This is probably in reference to the 1909 Tungus explosion. The
reader is urged to check the book: The Fire Came By, by John
Baxter § Thomas Atkins, Warner Books, New York, N.Y. 1967.
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M0n the basis of all available observational

evidence, it can be stated that an extraordinarily

large number of fireballs has been reported recently,

not only to the agencies that I direct but to other

groups carrying out meteoritic studies. In spite

of well organized and persistent field searches

conducted, not only by the Institute of Meteo-

ritics but also by other organizations, there

has been only one case in which the actual recovery

of fallen meteorites served to confirm the supposed

meteoritic origin of an observed 'fireball.'

"In addition to the evidence set forth in the

preceding paragraph, the undersigned has on several

occasions been requested by agencies, both military
and otherwise, to express an opinion upon, or to

actively investigate the occurrence of luminous

phenomena, supposedly of meteoritic nature, but

of such remarkable character that this explanation
cannot be accpeted without confirmation. In this
connection, I should like to call attention to

Colonel W. R. Clingerman's letters to me under the
date of 23 June and 20 July 1948 and Dr. H. E.
Landsberg's letter to me under the date of 30 March
1948, copies of which are enclosed herewith.

"The incidents referred to in the above para
graphs, considered in connection with the special
inquiry of the Office of Special Investigations
under the date of 10 December 1948, are of such a
puzzling nature, and may conceivably be of such

serious import that I should like to make certain
recommendations for a systematic study of all such
incidents."95

At this point in La Paz's letter the professor urged that all
military personnel be ordered to report any luminous phenomena

and to seek help from the security guards at Sandia Base, Kirt-
land Air Base, Los Alamos: the Nex Mexico Wing of the Civil
Air Patrol; Forest Rangers; and night guards at the New Mexico
Proving Ground. The possibility that the general public might
be tapped for information touched on a sensitive issue.
Dr. La Paz wrote:

"— it is recommended that the Institute of

Meteoritics be given official authorization to make

public in newspapers and over radio-networks requests
for observations of 'fireballs.' Such authorizations
would seem to be necessary since requests of the
nature alluded to, transmitted through Dr. Ward

Fenley, Director of the University of New Mexico

News Bureau to newspapers throughout New Nexico,
in connection with the Las Vegas incident of 1020PM,
on the night of 5 December 1948, were not published,
apparently because of pressure from other agencies

also investigating this occurrence."96
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Dr. La Paz then expressed confidence that the mystery could
be unraveled, although he allowed for the unexpected and under
lined such sentiments in the last part of his letter:

"... it is recommended finally that where suffi
cient observations have been obtained to permit a
determination of the probable area of fall, under
the supposition that the incident under investigation
is actually meteoritic in nature, a thorough-going

field search be conducted in this area in the hope
of recovering fallen meteorites and of thus estab
lishing once and for all the true nature of the
incident. In this connection, some provision should
be made for putting into the area of fall radio-equipped
vehicles, planes and ground searchers. Our experience,

even in the difficult Four Corners area* is that with
these groups cooperating, an exhaustive search of an
area of large size can be speedily completed."»'

LOOK! LOOK! LOOK! LOOK!

Dr. La Paz was in the company of his military sponsors on

December 12th, motoring down a street on Kirtland AFB when he
happened to witness something first hand. In the auto that
afternoon besides Dr. La Paz were a Lt. A. Clark, Kirtland
AFB Intelligence Officer, a Major C. L. Phillips, Liaison
Officer for the Kirtland installation, and two Atomic Energy
Commission security agents from Los Alamos. Dr. La Paz just
happened to glance at the sky that afternoon. Something caught
his eye, and four times he yelled: "LOOK!" The auto's driver,
Lt. Clark, slammed on the brakes. The passengers jumped out
in time to see a green ball of fire traversing the sky hori
zontally until it reached a point near the end of its flight
where it soundlessly broke into four fragments. Other per
sonnel in the area noticed the sky object and Dr. La Paz
collected a number of observations to calculate the object s
flight path as was his usual practice. His computations
indicated an object 8 - 10 miles high, travelling 8-12
miles per second, and visible to witnesses along a course
of some 25 miles. His data, furthermore, showed something
else which he took care to cite as of possible significance.
He noted that if the track of the object was drawn on a map
it would show that the thing, flare, meteor, or whatever:
"... passed almost centrally across the Los Alamos reserva
tion. "98 one can well imagine how the eyebrows of the Atomic
Energy Commission security agents lifted after hearing that!

By the evening of December 12th, Dr. La Paz had felt he had
completed his analysis of his observations. He had seen a num
ber of meteors the nights of December 9th, 10th, 11th-, and the
12th, including the strange "flare" that afternoon. Gemini
meteors had never been very brilliant and after checking meteor
files of his personal observations that went back as far as 1915,

*This may be a clue that La Paz was a member of the team that
visited the Weafer's homestead back in August.
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which listed some 414 meteor sightings, none were green or

even of a greenish tint.

La Paz then made the notation:

"Subject to discovery that a new (non-Gemini)

meteoric radiant emitting numerous very bright

fireballs of a vivid green color (deeper and richer

than the green of the beacon at the New Municipal

Airport south of Santa Fe, Nex Mexico) has sud
denly become active during the first half of

December, I am now convicned the various 'green

flare1 incidents reported to the O.S.I, are not
meteoric in nature."99

"Less conspicuous."

The remarkably green "meteors" that emitted a vivid color of
the wavelength of approximately 5218 Angstroms, showed what La
Paz determined to be a "curious association" which was explained
thusly:

"The three groups of anomalous greenish luminous

phenomena show a curious association with well known
meteor showers, although none of these meteor showers

normally produce extremely bright green fireballs

such as those recently observed. For example, the

observation mentioned by Mr. Monnig (Incident 231)
appeared near the maximum of the Quadrantid shower

of early January. Mr. (deleted) observation of
August was near the time of the Persid shower (Inci

dent 230) and the December observations (223, 223a,
224, 226, 227) all fell in the interval covered by
the Gemini shower. This relationship might indicate
an attempt to render the green fireballs less conspicuous

by causing them to appear only when there is considerable
meteoric activity."100

Authorities lost no time initiating an investigation. Project
SIGN personnel entered the picture and quickly circulated a re

quest to all Commands in the Southwest on December 17th reminding
them of its authorization to demand access to information per

tinent to its investigative mission. On this occasion Project
SIGN agents asked for data on: "... any flights which may have
been by the Flight Test Section with ram jets or other experi
mental types of propulsion emitting long pulses of flame, during
the darkness hours..."101. 102. 103.

The Base Commander of Kirtland Air Force Base advised Special
Agent Melvin E. Neef that no aerial maneuvers were in progress
to account for the green lights in the sky, and likewise the

4th Army Liaison Intelligence Office at Sandia Base denied that
any experiments involving rockets or flares were responsible

since no activity of that sort was known to his office.104* 105

A routine request by O.S.I. Agent Edgar J. Bethart on December 17
asking the Base Commander of Holloman Air Force Base, Colonel
Paul F. Helmick, about possible research work involving special
lighting devices or flares, revelaed the fact that J. Edgar
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Hoover's boys were once again interested in the UFO mystery.
It seems that Colonel Helmick advised the O.S.I, that Holloman
AFB was doing nothing that could account for the odd "flares"
being reported and just happened to add: "... that he had been
contacted by agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation in
relation to the same matter in their pursuance of the same
investigation."1^6

Analyzing the data accumulated on the "green flares" reported
between December 5 - 13th, La Paz pronounced them not of a
meteoric nature. He put forward the following reasons to sup

port his opinion:

1) The horizontal nature of the object's paths.

2) The very low altitude of the objects.

3) The low velocity of the objects.

4) No sound heard.
5) The objects maintained a constant brightest.
6) An inordinate tendency to approach from the north.
7) A strange correlation in time with known meteor

showers although there was no apparent relationship.

8) A remarkable vivid green color.

9) Duration of visibility stayed within a narrow range.

10) No spark trains or dust clouds accompanied the objects.

However, the thing that would mystify him most profoundly would
be the inexplicable lack of recoverable debris, the utter fruit-
lessness of searching for particles after one of the strange sky

objects exploded.^08

The military evaluation of a December 20th green flash episode

went:

"Dr. La Paz, who has interviewed the various

observers of this incident, has stated that the
object seen was not a falling meteorite. He had
access to more detailed information than is con

tained in the typed reports offered here, and he

is an expert in these matters.

"It should be noted, however, that the reports

available to this investigator show many contra

dictions concerning the color and trajectory of the
object: One observer gives the angle of fall as

45 degrees, another states that the trajectory was

horizontal. Most observers indicated a bluish-white
light; only one mentions the color green, which is
so predominant in the Nex Mexico 'green flashes.'

"It is not at all certain that the object observed log
here belongs to the 'green flash' family of incidents."

One of the Atomic Energy Security Service Inspectors that wit
nessed a December 20th "flare" added some recommendations to his

report on his observations. In part, he wrote:

"Certainly some attempts should be used to observe

and find out about this ting from the air. It appears

in the air. It disappears in the air. It might

damage some of our Atomic Installations eventually

if it is not a natural thing and man controlled.
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Also attempts should be made by our own personnel

to observe this thing. Patrol 405 of the Recon

naissance section could be at this Point Eagle

about the expected time of appearance each night.

It might even be important enough to place other

patrols at points of observations until this thing

is understood and known about. Also in future

attempts to observe this thing, radio silence

should be observed under all conditions by par
ticipating personnel until the thing is sighted.
However, it might be better if nothing is said

over the radio in the future about it. Radio

conversation, if this thing is man controlled,

may give a clue to those controlling it that

attempts are being made to observe it and may

make difficult a discovery or an understanding
of its nature. The use of radar may also aid in
its discovery."110

Special Agent Jack L. Boling submitted a status report con
cerning the recent rash of unexplained aerial phenomena on
December 22nd for local consumption, i.e., Kirtland Air Force
Base and the regional O.S.I. Headquarters. He stated that the
status of the special inquiry was "pending," however in the
synopsis he asserted:

"Additional sightings of unexplained celestial
phenomena were reported in this period (13 - 20

December). Accurate transit bearings were obtained
where possible. Actual flight path plotted from
north to south, with minor deviation. General data
for all sightings appears to coincide. No known
meteoric phenomena would give data coincident with
that reported from observations."11!

Dr. La Paz spent December 22nd, 23rd, and the 24th, trying to
plot the course of a mysterious "green flare" reported over New
Mexico, by questioning persons in cities south of Las Vegas and
Albuquerque. He journeyed to Belen, Scholle, Abo, Mountainair,
Willard, Encino, Vaughn, Pastura, Santa Rosa, Dilia, and Palma.
His inquiries drew a blank.i!2

Little green men (make that meteors) from Mars?

A big hubbub over "anomalous luminous phenomena" erupted as
the haunting of the skies of New Mexico intensified. Observa
tions were more than casual as indicated by official documents

"... a description was given of the real path
through the atmosphere of green fireball of 1948,
December 12, 9h 2 m (plus or minus 30s). On the
basis of corresponding observations made from one
station near Starvation Peak, New Mexico, and a

second station near Los Alamos, New Mexico, this
fireball was found to have appeared near a point
with coordinates: latitude 35 degrees 50' N, longi
tude 106 degrees, 40' W, traversing an almost hori
zontal path, at a velocity of approximately 10 miles
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per second. (The minimum path length consistent

with the observations was found to be about 11

miles, the corresponding velocity then falling

between 3 and 6 per second, depending on the dura

tion adopted.)"1*3

Another case, this time a vertical fall:

"At approximately 0431, this date (December 28,

1948), while looking east from Station 108 toward

Station 101, I noticed high in the sky what appeared

to be a falling star, white in color, descending in

a vertical path. My attention remained with the

object when I noticed the rate of descent seemed

slower than that of a falling star. After watching

it lose altitude for several seconds, I saw it sud

denly disappear with a greenish-tinged flash which

momentarily illuminated a small cloud between the

object and myself."114

"Observers Whose Reliabilities are not Questioned."

The observers of the "green fireballs/flashes" included various
scientists, Special Agents of the Office of Special Investigations

(IG) USAF, airline pilots, military pilots, Los Alamos Security

Inspectors, military personnel of all ranks, and many others

with technical backgrounds, which the Pentagon representatives

characterized as "observers whose reliabilities are not ques

tioned," therefore the following actions were initiated:

"In a liaison meeting with other military

(other than the Air Force) and government Intelli

gence and investigative agencies in December 1948,

it was determined that the frequency of unexplained

aerial phenomena in the New Mexico area was such

that an organized plan of reporting these obser

vations should be undertaken. The organization

and physical location of units of this District 115

were most suitable for collecting these data..."

From deep space?

One of the most fascinating green "meteor" accounts is related

below. The critical section is capitalized:

"It is found that the fireball doubly observed

by — (deleted) and — (deleted) appeared at a

height of at least 10 miles and descended at an

angle of about 45 degrees to the vertical (accord

ing to Truett's estimate) to a point C at an eleva

tion of only 2.3 miles about the horizontal plane

through the point from which Strang and Skipper

observed. As the fireball approached the point C,

its PATH LEVELLED OFF AND FROM C TO ITS POINT OF

DISAPPEARANCE, E, THE FIREBALL FOLLOWED A NEARLY

HORIZONTAL PATH APPROXIMATELY 7.5 MILES LONG MOVING

WITH A VELOCITY OF BETWEEN 3.75 AND 7.5 MILES PER

SECOND,* depending on the duration estimate adopted.

*Author's emphasis.
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M0<Tnin!tes of the ProJection of E are 35 degrees
N, 106 degrees 23' W. The forward extension

of the fireball's trace on the Earth, as determined
by the above projections, passes some six miles to the
north of the town of Los Alamos."116

D^ +* PaZ received support from a fellow scientist, an appro-
l WaS * Part °f the official file on the "green flash"

rmnl i JS letJer.of December 29, 1948, to Lieutenant
Colonel Rees of the OSI, my colleague Dr. Lincoln
La Paz has summarized thoroughly the nature of
those incidents and particularly has noted the
reasons why the objects concerned cannot be dis
missed as ordinary meteoric phenomena. Dr. La Paz
is an extremely able man in the field of meteoritics
and an enthusiastic, almost to the point of extra
vagance, investigator and worker. On the basis of
the description at hand, I concur in his conclusions.
Dr. La Paz, who is 'on location' and has observed
at least one of these objects at first hand, should
be fully supported in a continued investigation
Apart from the unusual appearance of the objects
the pattern of incidents is particularly striking.
It would be exceedingly unlikely that so many meteors
would appear m that small sector of the Southwest
and nowhere else; if they did, they would not have
consistently horizontal paths and head in a consis
tent direction. These points are sufficient to dis
miss the meteoric hypothesis. It is entirely possible
that,among the many incidents reported, one or two of
the objects may have been fireballs, thus serving to

sortTs i£rJb£libUt a blank6t eX<>lanati- °f 'hattTs i£rJb£li.
I'l* v°UlM suggestvthat Dr. Jack Workman, Director

f the New Mexico School of Mines, be contacted He
is conducting highly classified experiments in very
high velocity projectiles and may be in a position
to offer a worthwhile opinion. High velocity experi
ments, probably in connection with preliminary trials
in the production of artificial meteors or artificial
?nr?^!S> !aVr0Ve ^° be the explanation of these
incidents. Such experiments would not be conducted

aJ!y.0 t rec°gnized air bases so far contacted.
Note: It has come to my attention since the

Tec, *ng*°D th? ab0Ve that Dr' La Paz in the March
«suj of PoEularAstronomjr (LVII, 3, p. 136) refers
}° the spectacular meteoric display of 1948 December 5'
in northeastern New Mexico. It would seem an unusual
coincidence that the sightings reported in this inci-
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Speculations about the spectacular:

Speculations about a spectacular answer to the UFO mystery

came under fire on December 7th. C. A. Griffith, Chief of the

Tech Intelligence Division, Operation Section, reviewed commen

tary by military evaluators of the "sky monster" case of July

24th. He submitted the following criticism:

"It does not appear logical to bring in a con

clusion regarding space ships when it was not dis

cussed in the body of the report. This is not a

conclusion that is based on this report so it does

not belong in 'Conclusions.'"118

Griffith's unhappiness was with a "point 4" under "Conclusions"

of a Technical Intelligence "Air Intelligence Information Report"

which stated in an evaluation of the Chiles-Whitted "sky monster"

sighting that:

"It has been established by a Project Rand inves

tigation that world resources, technical attainments and

existing materials are adequate to permit construction

of a space ship. It is now aerodynamically feasible

for subject configuration to fly. An aircraft of the

configuration described could support itself by aero
dynamic means."119

Air Force records show the document edited by circling the

offending paragraph and scribbling of the remark: "Place this
in comments."120

Having satisfied oneself that such travel was not a fantasy,

it is an easy step to other related musings. Air Force evaluators,

with the spectacular Chiles-Whitted case in mind, added an addi

tional note to the written assessment of the "wingless craft"

spotted over The Hague, Holland, the 20th of July 1948:

"In passing, it is interesting to note that this

incident occurred just four days before the famous

'Alabama space ship.' Maybe our visitors from Mars

were cruising around."121

Such "wild remarks" could have caused havoc if they gained

circulation outside official channels. Obviously something

would have to be done. Heightening the danger of "wild thinking"

was the assuming of an investigative interest in UFO activity

by those not under military discipline 'or only subject to limited

security restrictions.

Fascination with the "green fireball" activity was so great

at Los Alamos various engineers and scientists banded together

to discuss the phenomenon; the group calling itself "The Los

Alamos Astrophysical Association." In spite of its informal

nature, the members did receive some official cooperation; i.e.,

access to classified Project SIGN files. Only one name is known, ,-

a Dr. Leon Davidson, who was employed at the Los Alamos Laboratory.

Not only did this group agree with Dr. La Paz's opinions as

to the inexplicable quality of the strange sky fireworks, it

even dared to propose a startling theory, suggesting that the



38

short-lived "fireballs" were some sort of mysterious test missile
being catapulted into the Earth's atmosphere.123

Deeply concerned.

Dr. H. E. Landsberg, executive director of the RDB committee
on geophysics and geography, received a letter from Dr. Lincoln

La Paz on December 28th:

"Since December 5th I have been working almost con

tinuously day and night on certain anomalous fireball
phenomena of which a detailed account is given in the
accompanying confidential enclosures. No doubt you
are familiar with these incidents since I brought
your name into the picture in my first report to

the OSI of the U. S. Air Force.

"These incidents are not in the same category

as the rather fantastic ones described by Norman
G. Markham and certain inhabitants of Norton County,

Kansas. Authorities here are deeply concerned.
Perhaps you have knowledge of defensive training
maneuvers that would explain the observed concen
tration of incidents in certain highly important

areas.

"Additional observations by £ more AEC Security
Service Guards made incidents referred to look very
serious. Please give this matter careful attention.

I am sure the two best observed incidents are not

meteoric."124

"Beryllium Copper and guided missiles."

The Fourth Army issued a summation of the weird happenings in

the skies of New Mexico on December 29th. It read:

"1. Since the initial report of unidentified
objects, described as flares or moving lights, in
the vicinity of Las Vegas, New Mexico, on 5 December

1948, there have been 23 reports from observers up

to and including 2 8 December 1948. Of these reports

21 have been in New Mexico, 1 in Arizona and 1 in

Oregon.

"2. The 21 observations in New Mexico have, in

general, been in the vicinity of an area bounded in
the east by the city of Las Vegas and in the north
by Los Alamos. Two observations were made in the

vicinity of Albuquerque.
"3. The appearance of the lights are of a defi

nite pattern. All have been of an intense white or

greenish white. The trajectory or path of flight

has been north to east, north to west or west to

east. Altitude has been reported from 3000 to

20,000 feet above the terrain, which in this area

is 5000 to 7200 feet above sea level. Speed has

been undertermined except that it seems to be above

the supersonic range.
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"4. This office, the FBI and the intelligence

agencies of Sandia Base and Kirtland Field have been

unable to evaluate or determine the significance or

origin of the phenomena. We therefore have agreed

that the 17th District, Office of Special Investi

gation (OSI) of the Air Force be the gathering and

reporting agency in that they have a direct report

ing channel to Washington, have access to aircraft

and observation facilities and are in coordination

with the Geophysics Laboratory of the Air Material

Command, USAF.

"5. The OSI has obtained the cooperation of Dr.

Lincoln La Paz of the University of New Mexico. Dr.

La Paz is one of the top ranking meteorologists in the

United States. He is qualified to identify the sighted

objects as natural meteoric phenomena or otherwise.

Dr. La Paz has, from descriptions of observations

furnished him and, BY PERSONAL OBSERVATION, (Air

Force emphasis) determined that the objects sighted

are NOT (again Air Force emphasis) natural meteoric

phenomena. Dr. La Paz is in consultation with other

scientists in an effort to solve the problem but up

to this time have arrived at theories only. Theories

advanced to date have fallen into CATEGORY III possi

bilities (what these possibilities may be are not

given in Air Force Blue Book records that are avail

able) . Experimental tests have been made at the

university to determine what material would give

off the whitish-greenish glow under extreme heat.

The only material which they have discovered giving

off this color is Beryllium Copper, a metal used in the

construction of guided missiles. It is the unsub

stantiated opinion of Dr. La Paz that the presently

unidentified objects are man made missiles constructed

to be self disintegrating, hence the whitish-greenish

color given off at the time of observation.

"6. It is of interest to note that at least two

of the objects have been sighted directly over the Los

Alamos AEC project. One person who observed one of

the objects at Los Alamos has stated that it looked

exactly the same as V2 rockets he had seen over England

during the war.

"7. In view of the continuation of these objects

being sighted over this area, it is suggested that

Fourth Army coordinate with the Air Force and the

Air Material Command to conduct a scientific study

of ordinary intelligence agencies, who can only report

occurrence and cannot evaluate the probabilities or
possibilities."125

The idea of "self disintegration" proposed by La Paz brings

to mind the "New Explosive Theory" suggested by the Swedish

Defense Staff to explain the mysterious exploding "missiles"

that lit up the skies of northern Europe in 1946 and for awhile

in 1947 and 1948. No fragments of the "missiles" were discovered
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so the military experts surmised that rockets, utilizing a new

kind of explosive, were ranging in the nations in the Baltic

region with Russia being the prime suspect. As it so happens,

a military document touching on this subject appears in Air
Force records at this point.

The "Special Section of the Swedish Defense Staff," or: what
ever happened to the Ghost Rockets?

Mysterious objects flashing over Sweden and other countries in
the region back in 1946, a wave of unexplained flying objects
that was a precursor to the flying saucer wave in the U. S. in
1947, was dismissed by the Swedish military at the time as
"astronomical phenomena" although there seemed to be something

very odd in the Swedish atmosphere. A resurgence of sightings
occurred in early 1948 and according to a dispath from the U.S.
Air Force Air Attache in Sweden, the Swedish Defense Staff again
endorsed the "astronomical phenomena" solution. The date of this
information report is December 29, 1948. The document lists four
points plus a comment:

"1. The Swedish Defense Staff has ho proof that

any unidentified flying objects, missiles or

vehicles have passed over or near Sweden to
date.

"2. All reports of sightings in Sweden during the

past year, irrespective of to whom they were

submitted, have been funneled to a special
section of the Defense Staff, where the sight

ings were plotted. In each case an exhaustive
interrogation of the sighter followed, somewhat
along the lines of the EEI for Project SIGN.

All evidence obtained of sightings was expli

cable in terms of astronomical phenomena.

"3. In addition, three ground radar stations and

two radar equipped destroyers cooperated in
maintaining watch. The radar equipment was
Swedish modified British sets of fairly short
range and were not operated on a 24 hour basis;
however, no unexplained sightings were made
with this equipment.

"4. Conclusion: Although the possibility exists
that objects have traversed Sweden and its
adjacent waters, no proof has been obtained
to confirm such flights in any instance.

"5. Comment: The cooperation of the Defense
Staff in securing this information was

undoubtedly given in an effort to empha
size their need for additional U. S. radar
equipment. The Swedish Air Board had pre

viously negotiated with the Bendix Corpora
tion for 20 THS--sets but had been refused
an export license by our State Department.
The members of the Defense Staff, to whom I
talked, were eager to point out the good use
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to which such equipment could be put for

both ourselves and the Swedes as instanced by
our mutual interest in unidentifiable flying

objects. However, I am convinced that our
refusal to grant an export license for such
equipment will do more good in implementing
our national policy, as expressed in the
National Security Council document NSC

28/1, then would the information we might
receive from the use of such equipment here."

/s/ Donald L. Hardy

Colonel, USAF

Air Attache126

Were the Swedish "ghost rockets" just "astronomical phenomena?"
Could it be that the "green flares" seen over New Mexico were also
due to "astronomical phenomena?" How many "flying saucer" sight
ings were caused by "astronomical phenomena?"

"Anomalous sounds."

Guards in New Mexico walked their posts with greatly increased
vigilance. No one dared guess what to expect. The only thing
that seemed certain was that something lurked in the sky as yet
unexplained.

Before the year 1948 passed into history, on December 30th to
be exact, mysterious roars from the night sky startled security
personnel at the top secret atomic installation of Los Alamos.
All guard stations were immediately notified, a blackout ordered,
and a "sky bogey alert" sounded. The noises did not continue for
any great length of time, 2-3 minutes at most, and the inter
pretation of them caused some debate with most of those hearing
the sounds assuming that it was a small motor laboring heavily
but that did not mean anyone would endorse an aircraft theory.
All agreed, however, that the source of the latest mystery was
the sky, a fact that prompted the filing of the anomalous sound
reports with UFO records. The authorities seemed a bit spooked
by the aerial business and things were not eased at all by a
disturbing development during a routine security investigation
of a UFO witness. One person, who had related some interesting
UFO sightings to the military and had been very active in dis
cussing the incidents with experts at various New Mexico scien
tific and military facilities, underwent the usual background
check by G-2 Army Intelligence. Such checks had been so fruit
less at the outset of the UFO mystery in 1947 the FBI begged
to be released from the time consuming chore. This latest
check, however, produced some alarming results. The person in
question was a security risk of such a high order that the report
on the individual termed him: "dangerous."127

Meanwhile, on or about December 16th, a Mr. Collbohm hand-
delivered copies of certain papers to a Colonel H. M. Me Coy,
Chief of the Intelligence Department, Wright-Patterson Air Force
Base. The papers were for an important briefing of Project SIGN
personnel scheduled within the following 72 hours. The briefing
was to be given by highly important scientific and military ex
perts.128
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THE BIG CHANGE:

By December, 1948, detailed interrogations had been completed
dealing with the more important cases of the previous Fall. An
analysis was done and a report drawn up. These newest results
were submitted by Captain Robert R. Sneider, Project SIGN offi
cer, Special Projects Branch, Technical Intelligence Division
Intelligence Department, USAF. Giving their approval after a
perusal, was R. A. Llewellyn, Major, USAF, Acting Chief, Opera
tions Section, Technical Intelligence Division, Intelligence
Department. 6

In the case of the Chiles-Whitted "sky monster" incident it
was stated: "The analysis was undertaken as only one of 219
reported incidents with an objective of arriving towards a
definite pattern or trend in order to determine whether the
objects reported were of domestic or alien origin, or a natural
phenomena. " •»• * y

In mid-December the briefing previously mentioned took place
One paper presented at the gathering is known in some detail.
DAxmaS an ?SSa? authored by Dr. J. E. Lipp, an expert with the
RAND organization. The gist of Dr. Lipp's thoughts are contained
in the following paragraphs:

1) He recognized the theory that the Earth may
have been visited by aliens from outer space
at various times in the distant past.

2) He posed this question: Why has there been
no overt contact by the helmsmen of the UFOs

if they had come from the stars? It seemed
to be a great waste of time and effort other
wise.

3) He suggested that any space traveling aliens,
if they were responsible for the flying saucers,
might have been attracted to the planet Earth
by mankind's experiments with atomic bombs.

4) He discussed what was known about the environ
mental conditions on Mars and Venus, and also
the enormous difficulty of detecting the exis
tence of the planet Earth among all the stars
of the-galaxy.

5) He stated that the most powerful and efficient
spaceship engine conceivable to science would
be a nuclear-hydrogen rocket, which still left
much to be desired in terms of interstellar
travel.

6) He doubted that any actual spaceship visiting
the Earth would maneuver frivolous.

7) He thought it conceivable that a larger number
' of smaller craft specifically made for the ex

ploration of the Earth's surface might be
launched by a much larger interplanetary ship
in orbit around our planet.130
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While Dr. Lipp concluded that a visit by extraterrestrial
beings could not be ruled out entirely, in view of what was
known about the problems of space travel, the UFOs could not
be of alien origin.131

Nothing is known of the reaction of the others at the briefing
to Dr. Lipp's paper; whether there was debate or submissive silence.

One aspect that troubled Dr. Lipp, if one assumed the alien
visitation theory, was the "apparent lack of purpose" of UFO
behavior. He postulated a benign testing of the Earth's air
defenses, but if that was so. he went on, why should such man
euvers be continued so long?132

At this moment the "powers-that-be" made some changes. Supposi-
tively the code name SIGN had been compromised providing an excuse
to change the UFO investigative effort designation to: "Project
GRUDGE" (E. J. Ruppelt asserts that the real reason ran much
deeper.).

Under project GRUDGE standard evaluation procedures suddenly
becamse biased as all UFO reports were examined on the premise
that sightings of any unusual phenomenon could not possibly be
due to any mysterious cause. Official orders were cut to change
investigative personnel working on the project as well. Ahead
lay months of the "Dark Ages" of official UFOlogy.1"

The GRUDGE name-change was ordered December 16, 1948, and was
to be made effective February 11, 1949. Dr. J. Allen Hynek,
under Air Force contract 33 (038)-1118, was activated to do
some re-evaluation of UFO cases on file which numbered some
243 reports that had found their way to Air Force Intelligence
through military channels (which accounts for the low number
since those from civilian sources, i.e., newspaper accounts,
were not recorded officially). Even stretching things a bit,
Dr. Hynek could only attribute a third of the cases on file to
astronomical explanations. This did not, however, bother the
professor at the time since he considered UFO sightings simply
a fad, but as the years passed Dr. Hynek would grow more and
more uncomfortable because of the puzzling persistence of the
phenomenon.

Acting as a one-man crusade to solve the saucer mystery,
famous saucer sighter Kenneth Arnold got in touch with Lt.
George Gorman in order to pursue the riddle of the "Fargo dog
fight." Gorman put off making any comment until finally on
December 18, 1948, he replied to Arnold's repeated requests
writing a letter to the man that "had started it all" to apolo
gize for his silence, explaining that he was under orders not
to discuss the subject and that the Air Material Command con
sidered such matters as under a secret classification. Lt. Gorman
stated that he and his Commanding Officer were under the threat
of Court Marshal for having already released what information
that had appeared in the press, but General Edwards had inter
vened in time to halt any punitive proceedings. An outfit call
ing itself the "Counter Intelligence Corps" reserved all per
tinent UFO data for itself, according to Gorman.135



44

j "Serious complications?"

i As it so happened, the Fargo incident had been singled out on
| December 23rd. A review of Lt. Gorman's UFO chase produced this
! remark by A. C. Loedding, Technical Intelligence Division, of the
l Intelligence Department, Wright Field:

"The positive statement that the aerial object
1 sighted by Lt. Gorman was a piloted aircraft is

unjustified and may lead to serious complications.
Although the object apparently performed in a
superior manner and as though human thought
was involved, nothing was reported to indicate
or permit assumption that the object was an
aircraft, as the term is accepted today."136

Just prior to New Year's Day, the Secretary of Defense, James
J Forrestal, announced that the initial steps had been taken in

an "Earth Satellite Vehicle Program." The eventual development
of space-travelling ships and space stations were now officially
envisioned with this seminal allocation of funds to the military
services.137 The military application of such research was
evidently directed at the Soviet Union, but were there more
exotic implications? Exotic suspicions would not lack for
proponents.138

To be continued in the next booklet in this series:

The UFO Question: 1949, January - July.
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