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January.

1 January. Huntsville, Alabama, (about 7:00 am.)

"No explanation for flying machine." (See clipping below and on page 2)

in 1951
ty BARRY J. CVSEBOLT

T S

The New Year began like
ery day for the Sowell

Jruly of Oak Grove, La..

till'the brother of Narvel

Well went out to the barn to
jlk the cows.

,t was about 7 a m., the
trning of Jan. 1, 1951, on the

,et little Louisiana farm

1 srated by Katie Sowell's
ither-in-law. The Sowells
v live in Huntsville.

7hat was about to occur
ild be the first and last

lit of its kind in the Sowell
ertoire of experiences — to

tatle, a partially disabled
medical secretary and mother
of three, was with relatives
during the holidays while her
husband was out-of-state. He

Is a pilot and retired Depart
ment of Defense employe.

A dozen say they saw the

machlce that morning, but it
was never spoken of until last

Christmas at a gathering of

kin in Huntsville at the Sowell
residence on Todd Mill Road.

Katie, who claims to be a
"very religious" person, has a

sharp and exact memory She
can still remember names of

patients from her years of
working in a physician's of

fice.
She remembers her brother-

in-law runnLng back Into the

house from the barn. He was

excited.
"He told everybody to get

up and outside in a hurry,"

recalls Katie. "He said there

was a flying saucer out there.
. .between the barn and the

house."
About a dozen people got

out of the house into the front
yard of the farm on level
land. They reported they

stood gazing, mouths agap, as

the craft "swooooooshed" qui

etly from west to east turning

counterclockwise as it moved
over nearby trees about a

quarter of a mile from the
house.

"It was going on a straight
course, from west to east/*

said Katie in an interview. "It

was going at a very slow rate

cf speed and it sort of darted
instead of moving steadily."

The morning sky was clear.
The sky was blue with no fog

or haze and the sun was up
over the horizon.

As it darted along past the

Sowell farm, the flying ma

chine, which was witnessed by

the family "for 15 to 20

minutes" finally banked and
"just disappeared straight up.

It was completely out of sight
in a second or two/1 said

Katie.
As it altered its course once

past the house, the family saw
ft from all views — top;
bottom and side.

Windows that couldn't b«

seen through were sandwiched
' between the two "upside down

saucers," said Katie. She des
cribed the outer skin of tha
machine as "polished brass."
It was perfectly round on the

top and bottom with no anten

nas or other pieces of bard-

ware.

There was no strange smell
or sound, other than the
l4shoooooosh" heard as it pas

sed close by them.

The flying machine had no

moving parts, but Katie esti

mates it was 30 to 50 feet

long, and about the size of her
^six-room house. "It looked

like it was very heavy by the
way it moved," she said.

There was no visible means
of propulsion.

As far as Mrs. Sowell
knows, her accounting of the
sighting in Louisiana ts one of

the few documented, daytime,

well-witnessed observations of
an unidentified .flying jjbject.

It came so close to them that
they could see the partitions

between the rows of rectangu

lar "windows" between the
two "saucers" that looked

like meshed symbols.

What did Katie feel as she
watched the craft?
"I felt at that tine that

there was an Lv.e!'igence

greater than ours." she re
calls. "No one on earta mat I

know about — ard my bus-
band is a pilot - kr.o^s how-

to suspend a era!: in the
middle of the a'j1 with no

moving parts."

They all "tried our best lo

see in the windows t^a: looked
like glass, but we cc« in't see

anything," she ccr.:.--ed.

The windows wen*, al] tha

way around the s~?

There was ro te'epno-e In

the house, and ro c-.» thought
about taking p:c--r?s U was

too bizarre, strarge, excinng.

Members of the farJy kept
quiet about what C~zy sa* on

that Louisiana fa.Tr. r.ear the
Arkansas border4fc: about 22

years.
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The Bob Considine's "The Disgraceful plying Saucer Hoax," Col. C.H. Welch, and the Air

Force's public relations strategy.

In 1967 Dr. James McDonald learned that Col. C.H. Welch, a retired USAF press-relations

officer, lived in Tucson. It was Welch who approached McDonald, and not the other way

around as one would think: "Welch pointed out that he had been in charge ofpublic relations for

the Air Material Command, at WPAFB, during the early period ofthe UFOs. Was there from

1944 to 1951, when he retired to Tucson." (xx.)

(xx.) Letter: To: Low, Hall. From: Dr. James McDonald. The University of Arizona.

Tucson, Arizona. 85721. 14 March 67. McDonald archives. Special Collections

Division, University of Arizona Library.

Welch gave the impression he was not familiar with the details of that period in regards to

UFOs, but he did, as McDonald puts it, "shed some light on Air Force reactions." One can take

Col Welch at his word, or take a more skeptical view and believe McDonald was suckered by

the same strategy that was being used back in 1951, especially since Welch was enthusiast about

Dr. McDonald's foul-up (instead ofcover-up) theory. The "foul-up" theory stated that the Air

Force had no clue UFOs were anything but a nonsense problem in 1951 and were still laboring

under that handicap as of 1967!

Here is what Welch said, according to McDonald^ _ _

"He [Welch] stressed, several times, that they were receiving 'hundreds of

reports' month after month in those years. He commented twice on the numer

ous hoaxes, saying that some were rather involved and were hard to understand.

*Some people would go all over the country to carry out a hoax.' I got the im

pression that hoaxes were more a subject ofdiscussion in his channels than the

unexplained cases. But he was careful.to point out that there were 'a few that

couldn't be cleared up.' Said that their engineers were bothered by the latter,

but always indicated that if they just had more complete data they'd have found

the explanations, in all probability [Standard Air Force PR talk].

"Then he volunteered the remark that unless a given UFO problem was

forced on the WPAFB engineers, they 'didn't want to spend much time on it,'

and he agreed that often the level of analysis was superficial then. I stated, at

that point in our phone conversation, that I have been at WPAFB, and found

problem[s?] downgraded, receiving little attention from any ofthe high-powered
talent at WPAFB. He seemed not surprised at this, and volunteered comment that

LeBailly's office (SAFOI) tries to play it down [reference to current policy as of
1967], and keep the public from getting all worked up about UFOs. But he
agreed, emphatically, when I said I thought such playing-down was not any cover-

up, but rather reflected USAF conviction it's a nonsense problem.

"Welsh said call him if anything comes up where I think his early contact

with the press aspects arises.

"He remarked he was personally responsible for getting an article into Cos

mopolitan magazine ca. 1950 that attacked Keyhoe's position [Nothing to brag

about considering Watson's comments about "snowing" Considine and the awful

Mariana lawsuit]. Here again, he related this as if the main point was that there



was all this confusion and public misunderstanding about flying saucers, abetted

by writers like Keyhoe who were sensationalizing it for their own profit. * I inter

jected that Keyhoe has not altered his position [1967] and that to me it seems to

have much merit - and he made no effort at all to dispute this [!]. Curious re

action. He seemed to say that now he felt the subject needed a new look, yet

blandly remarked on cited past USAF efforts to play it down.

"Ofentire conversation, probably the most important point he made was the

quite straightforward comment that the WPAFB engineers took a rather casual

attitude towards the UFO reports in1 that early period, dug into cases no further

than they had to, because such activity interfered with jobs they already had."

(xx.)

(xx.) Ibid.

5 January. Third Army/Oak Ridge seeks help.

Weather too warm for ice clouds? (See document on page 5)

20 January. Sioux City case. The "impossible plane."

Testimony of Airport Traffic Controllers. (See document on page 6)

23 January. Status of Land-Air Askania stations.

Holloman AFB reported the following to Wright Field:

"On 23 January 1951, Mr. Elterman, Air Force Cambridge Research Laborato

ries, telephoned Lt. Albert, Holloman Air Force Base, and reported the following:

(1) Paper work regarding the contract extension which had been

approved should reach Holloman Air Force Base any day.

(2) Lt. Albert reported negative results at P-14 and P-15, which

caused Mr. Elterman to state that the spectrum grating phase,

paragraph 2d(2), should be shelved until there was further

activity." (xx.)

(xx.) Letter: To: Comanding General, Air Material Command. Attn: MCI, Wright-Patterson

Air Force Base, Dayton, Ohio. From: Headquarters, 2754th Experimental Wing, Hollo
man Air Force Base, New Mexico. 13 September 50. EMO 000.92/1. Evidently this

information, which is dated later than 1950, is an attachment to the 1950 document even

though that is not indicated.

Aero Club ofNew England.

The Air Force claimed it was "maintaining its interest in UFO reports" but Col. Watson's

violent anti-UFO activities proved otherwise. (See memo on pages 7-8)



MARS, Date J2<r.
L> A t/5 06

AFOIN-V/rc • 5 Jan "Si
Lt.CoT.ffillia/ro 71095
wtn 5 Jan 51

(Unclassified) Unconventional Airoraft

1009th Special Weapons Squadron

Assistant for Atomic Energy, DCfi/o

Dlreotorat* of Intelligence, DCS/0

1. Th* Dlrootorata of Intolllgonoo, UflAJ, has rortowvd th» Third Arajr't

•Report of VnoonrentlOBal Airoraft" tad th» flrot lndorafAeatt pr«parod by tho

Intolligonoo Doparta«at« Air Xatorlol Coanaod* vhloh «*• Inolodod horowlth*

2. fo aoouro nor* loforaatloa on reported woathor at tho tlao of tta radar

obserrationi of tmldontlfiod-flylBC objoot<# a roquoat waj «ad« of Air Voatfaer

Serrloo fcy this tfos.dquarters. ^oatHor reported at Khoxrillo on XS and 15 Ootobor
1960 vas at folloirai

Tine Clouds Visibility temporaturo Per Point Wind Velocity

2330

C030

None

Iione

22 nil re

12 miles

49 OF

4tCIK

40°r

40"r

SE 2 T

Cain

This reported weather tends to dlaprore any-theory of loo clouds In the area

reflecting radar pulses In suoh a way as to giro a bright return similar to

that froa an aircraft.

3. On 1 Doce^ber 1350. additional reports of radar difficulties at Knoxville

early warning radar vere brought to tho attention of this Headquarters. The

Tatelli^enoe Department, Air Uateriel Command, vas dlreoted to send qualified

leotronice personnel to the C&k Ridge atomic energy plant to Investigate.

4. T .e results of tnis Idt atlgation are presented in Tab nAn iaoluded

herewith.

A InI.iclsi
/ 1. Ltr fr Hq Third Army

w/lst Ind and Z Inols.
2. Tab "A",

!-. J.

Colonel, USAF

ORADB AND

SURNAME OP

COORDINATING

OFFICERS

•



COPY

I, John M. Williams, Airport Traffic Controller and Millard H. Keenan, Assistant

Airport Traffic Controller were on duty at the Sioux City Airport Traffic Control

Tower at Sioux City Municipal Airport, Sergeant Bluff, Iowa from 1600C to 2400C
January 20, 1951 and observed the following!

At approximately 2020C a bright light was observed fron the control tower. When

first noticed the light appeared to be aporoximately 2,000 feet above the surface

on a bearing of approximately 285° from the tower and about 2-J- to 3 miles away.
This light appeared to be stationery and of extreme brilliance for a period of one

to two minutes, then gradually began to fade. At this time Mid-Continent Airlines

Flight Mine was given taxi instructions for takeoff and was then advised of the

light the tower had in sight. The pilot was unable to locate the light which had

faded to a dull glow and was climbing rapidly in a southerly direction. At aporox

imately eight or nine thousand feet and a distance of about four miles the light

appeared to become stationery again southwest of the airport. Mid-Continent Airlines
Flight Nine took off northwest at 2027C and made a left turn. The tower then advised

as to the light's position. Within a few seconds the Mid-Continent Pilot sighted

the object. The pilot then turned to a southerly heading and advised the tower the

object appeared to be a very large military aircraft. The oilot asked If there were

any jet aircraft in the vicinity. The tower then reolied there were not any known

jet aircraft in the vicinity of the airport. At this time N1810V, a Cessna Model 140

called the tower and advised he was low on fuel and was making an emergency landing

at Sioux city. The_Cessna_wa_s__immediat«ly_given,landing instructions^and-landed-at
2032C. Also, at approximately the same time N3137V, a Beechcraft Bonanza called for .

landing instructions and landed at 2036C. At approximately 2030C Mid-Continent

Airlines Flight Nine advised the object was flying a loose formation with him. Mid-

Continent Airlines Flight Nine was at an approximate altitude of 2500 feet on a
northeast heading about one mile southeast of the airport. The oilot wasked if the

tower had the object in sight. The object could not be observed from the tower.

Mid-Continent Airlines Flight Nine then took up a northwest heading circling directly
over the tower, advising at the same time the object was directly on their tail.

At approximately 2O31C the object was observed apparently following Mid-Continent
Airlines Flight Nine just before Flight Nine passed over the tower. The pilot then
took up a northeast heading and asked for the oosition of the object. The tower

advised the object was In sight about a mile and a half due east of the tower at an
estimated altitude of 2,000 to 3,000 feet above the ground apoarently in a stationery
position. The object then began to move at a high rate of speed in a northwesterly
direction. The oilot of Flight Nine again asked the oosition of tne object and the
direction it was traveling. The tower advised that the object was approximately half
way between Mid-Continent Airline Flight Nine's altitude and the ground and was moving
very rapidly in a northwesterly direction. Mid-Continent Airline>li~ht Nine then
Droceedea on course to Omaha, Nebraska at aporoximately 2034C. The object was last
sighted fron the tower at 2034C headed in a northwesterly direction.

The foregoing statement is true and correct to the best of our knowledge.

Date Januar% 22. 1951 . /s/ John K, Williams

/t/John M. Williams

/s/ Millard H. Keenan
/t/ Millard H. Keenan

COPY



DECLASSIFIED PER 2acCUTIVE ORDER 12356, Section 3.3, Jf/Jk—fiti*

AFOU-V/TC

Lt.Ool.Villifi/po 71096

vtn 29 Jan 51

TOR HBCQBP

1. Jo prepare a non-military letter to Kr, llobert B. Sibley

for signature of the Sl/U&AJ.

TACTS AKD PISCU5SIOT

2. She Eos. donas X. Tinletter, Secretary of the Air Torce,

has received a letter from the President of the Aero Club of lev

England, Kr. Herbert 3. Sihley, which stated that further inquiry

Into the sightings of unknown airoraft should be ma.de. It vaB the

impression of the-Aero-Club that no notice-vac Doing taken of the——

many reports concerning unidentified flying objects. Che letter

requests the Air Torce to resuse its inquiry and eonsider the

possibility that some of the unidentified aircraft sighted by re

liable witnesses may hare been vehicles from a planet other than

the Earth.

3. The reply vas prepared by AFOIB-V/TC after ft rerlev vae
nade of the files on this subject and a complete file of press

releases obtained from OPI. Shis reply vae coordinated with AJCPR.

4. The reply stated the present position of the tTSAT concern

ing the handling of unidentified flying object reports. Since a

memorandum to the press, dated 4 April 1960, contained a clear-cut

statement of present Air Torce policy, a copy was Inclosed for the

information of the Aero Olub. She reply does not make any state-

cents concerning unexplained sightings, since this would here to

include conclusions reached as a result of field lnTestigatlons that

hare been classified restricted or higher.

5. On 37 December 1949, the Air Torce announced that the

"Saucer" project, established In January 1948 at Vrlgnt-Patterson Air

Force Base, was being discontinued. At that time, it was stated that

there was no evidence that the reports are not the reeults of natural

phenomena. However, the Air Torce continued to maintain its Interest

in all reports of unidentified flying objects by establishing a con

tinuing requirement upon the Intelligence Department, AMCt to rerlev

and evaluate such reports. ATOIH-C hae been required to forward all

reports from Air Torce intelligence officers and special reports from

other agencies directly to the Intelligence Department, AMC. In

addition, the Office of Special Investigations forwards copies of

reports from field investigators to the Intelligence Department, AMC.



D-CHS3IFISD PER SaiSCUTIVE .OnDER 12356, Section 3 . 3 » _.##&—rf ft* ?-°

6. Since Augtet I960, all reported incidents of flying objects
have been monitored by Lt. Ool. K.3. VUllsv ATOUJ-V/TC. When it
appeared advisable to require further field investigation and evalua-
tion of an incident, JlIOIS-Y/TC hae adrioed the Intelligence Depart-
cent, AMC, as to the action deemed fieceeeary.

7. 5her« hate been BeTeral incidents, daring the lABt tix
BonthB, which cannot be explained and further inreetigation say be
neoeBBary. Hovexer, the condition* ^nder which the Bitting* ver«
observed malcas it extremely diffictat to eraltate the BtatementB nad«(
or to make any conclusive check of the factual correctneflB. So date,
there 1»b been no physical evidence of eay flying object having caused
injury or damage. All report* have been based on rioual observations
only, therefore, it i» reasonable to aaintaln the poeitUn expreBBed
in the nemorandum to-thepreBBj-toted 4 April-1960, — —

6. Subject matter will not be submitted for inclusion in the

Daily Staff £igeet.

ACIIOH

9. Approval, signature, and forwarding.

OOORDIKAglOH

Major Eobinson, ATCPE, Ext. 73328



25 January. Tijuca, Brazil, (about 9:3p p.m.)

General sees UFO?

According to our source:

"Gen. Alcebiades Santos who resides at 195 Rocha Miranda St. in Tijuca, Rio

suburb, contacted a Rio newspaper office yesterday evening at 21:30 hours to re

port that he witnesses a strange phe'htimenon. The General said that he had seen

a great light with the appearance ofa large star that irradiated a strong white light.

He added that the bright light traveled through the skies at slow speed. At first he

thought it was a meteor, but later he noted that the light had other characteristics. It

was not a plane since the light turned and pursued a zigzag course without apparent

stability. He heard no motor noise. The object seemed to be traveling on a north-

south axis. Since it remained nearly 5 minutes in full view, several neighbors were

called out to view the alleged flying disc. The light finally disappeared among the

clouds. The observers lingered for one hour on the scene, but the light did not re

appear." (xx.)

(xx.) Cl Brazil. Jan. 27,1951. BRIEFS. PageC2. The author has lost track ofthe official

U.S. agency that complied this document. The upper left hand corner has a pencil mark

"FBIS." A soTirce giveli ihthetext'following theliews"accouht may indicate a radio

broadcast: "ZYC9 Rio de Janeiro, Jan. 26, 1951—R."

February.

2 February? 27 January? Las Vegas, Nevada, (about 5:00 p.m.)

UFO visits Nellis AFB? Snooping on A-test?

A control tower operator at Nellis AFB claims a UFO paid a visit at the time ofone ofthe nu

clear tests conducted during the "Winter of 1950-51." A check ofAEC experiments narrows the

date to one of four blasts over a period ofsix days early in 1951 (January 27th - February 2nd).
The time was about 5:00 p.m., just after sunset which came early at Nellis because ofthe sur

rounding mountains. The sky was still blue and the weather excellent with not a hint ofa cloud.

A station northeast ofNellis at Bryce Canyon, first saw the object and alerted Salt Lake con

trol. "FK" (name on file) and "EW" (name also on file) were on duty in the 60-foot tall control

tower at Nellis field when word ofthe UFO came over an open channel. "FK" states that the

object apparently passed ovor Las Vegas where people in the streets could see it. Civilians

phoned Nellis to ask about the strange object in the sky. Base Operations contacted "FK" and

"EW" in the control tower and requested a careful visual scan ofthe area. Nellis at that time

had no radar. An object was spotted an estimated eight miles to the southeast and high enough

to reflect the orange color ofthe setting sun. The orange blob was approaching Nellis field on a

downward slant at a slow speed, perhaps 100 mph.

"FK" and "EW" watched the object with their binoculars as it leveled off from its dive and

flew parallel to the Nellis runways. The thing came within a mile and a halfofthe tower as it



10

passed by. (See drawing by witness on page 11)

Under magnification, the object proved to be saucer-shaped, resembling two dishes, one in

verted on top the other. The clam-like body appeared metallic and had no windows, seams, or

other external features. There was, however, one detail of note. The object was trailing smoke, a

very thin vapor that quickly dissipated.

When the "saucer" flew by and reached a point about seven miles from Nellis tower, it stopped

its forward motion and began to circle. It circled three times and then hovered. The area below

it was rough desert with nothing of apparent interest. The saucer then began to lose altitude, and

at about 100 feet above the ground entered the shadow cone ofa nearby mountain peak. At that

point nothing more could be seen by the tower operators. "FK" confessed that if he had not be

on duty, he would have run over the "landing site" to investigate.

"FK" wondered if the incident had any connection with the atomic test at Frenchman's Flats

because he was in radio contact with the aircraft that was dropping the bomb.

Due to the darkness the UFO was not seen leaving the area, (xx.)

(xx.) Transcription from cassette tape ofa telephone conversation between Dr. J. Allen Hynek

and "FK" (name and address on file) At the time ofthe interview the witness was a

detective with police department of Chicago, Illinois. (Copy oftranscription in author's

files.)

North Atlantic. Top Secret.

According to our source, officials in Iceland were alarmed by numerous aerial intruders in their

region during the year 1950. The performance characteristics of these strange intruders made

these violations ofNATO air space a problem ofgreat concern. Attempts to intercept and

identify the intruders were conducted without satisfactory results. Icelandic authorities were

profoundly puzzled and upset by what they could only assume were incursions ofRussian long

range aircraft ofan advanced design. Reports reaching the Icelandic government indicated that

the amazing "Communist experimental craft" were even being sighted off the Canadian coast, far

to the West.

In February, 1951, in response to a request by its NATO ally, the United States authorized a

build-up ofthe American military presence in Iceland. Among those chosen to do some secret

preliminary liaison on logistics were Senior pilot Lt. Albert Jones and a Lt. Fred Kingdon ofthe

U.S. Navy. Both were experts in the planning ofmilitary transport operations.

Officers Jones and Kingdon toured Icelandic air facilities and attended a series of meetings

with local management personnel who would assist in the processing ofthe men and equipment

due to arrived from the U.S. Included in the meetings were representatives of Lockheed

Overseas, Inc., the company that held the contract to operate Keflavik airport. It was during

these logistic discussions that Jones and Kingdon were made aware ofthe "mystery intruders."

Neither American had been briefed on the subject by U.S. Intelligence probably because they

had no need to know. Only later did they have good reason to believe the "aerial intruders"

subject was "Top Secret." (xx.)

(xx.) "Bethune Report." Interview of Graham Bethune by Bob Durant. Date: March 1998.

"Meetings in Iceland." pp. 19-20. Copy in author's files.

For U.S. military air transport, Iceland was an important part of the northern air route to
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Europe. Aircraft ofthe U.S. Navy's Logistic Air Wings took off from Argentia, Newfound

land and made orte stop at Keflavik for refueling, and then they continued on to London. The

southern air route out ofArgentia terminated at Port Lyautey, Morroco, with a refueling stop at

Lajes Azores. There have been UFO sightings at both Argentia and Port Lyautey over the

years that have been publicly reported. A look at the map make's one wonder what interest

anyone would have in either place except aside from the airfields. The same goes for Goose

Bay, Labrador, another international airport in the region. (See letter from a John Burton

on page 13)

10 February.

Mid Atlantic encounter.

Completing their assignment in Iceland, lieutenants Jones and Kingdon joined the crew ofa

Navy R5D transport for a flight back to Argentia. Piloting the plane was Graham Bethune. The

Co-pilot was Lt. Kingdon. Also in the cabin were Lt. Albert Jones and a Lt. John Meyer. There

were 31 passengers. The moon could still be seen, slowly sinking below a clearly defined

horizon as the Navy plane passed the southern tip of Greenland. Visibility was excellent. (See

Lt. Kingdon's account of what happened next in my 1951 UFO history monograph under the

heading "Atlantic aerial anomaly.")

13 February. Flying saucers officially "knocked out ofthe sky?"

The famous Dr. Liddel story. (See clipping on pages 14-15)

15 February. The Cocker/Spradley news story.

The Cocker/Spradley news item was so .embarassing we will quote it word for word:

"Two Wright Field officers added another chapter to the "Flying Saucer story' last

night.

"Capt. J.E. Cocker, ofthe All-Weather Flying Division, and Capt. E.W. Spradley,

ofthe Aerial Photographic laboratory, claimed they saw 'saw a strange object' in the

sky while on a test mission recently.

"They said they were flying in a C-47 at about 12,000 feet near Alamogordo, N.M.

Their plane had taken off from Holloman Air Force base to track a large balloon sent up

to take weather observations. The balloon was similar to the type used in 'Project Sky

hook' disclosed this week by the Navy.

'*Captain Spradley described it: * We were following the balloon when I noticed a

strange object in the sky. It was flat and looked like a dime. It was a milky color. It

wasn't doing anything, just hovering there near the balloon.'

"The object and the balloon were at a much higher altitude than the C-47, they

said. It was estimated 'somewhere around 50,000 or 60,000 feet.'

"Captain Cocker also saw the object. He got up from his seat and looked at it from

the plane's astrodome.

" 'I saw something I never saw before,' he said.

" 'It was perfectly round. But I don't know what it was. In a way it looked like a
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Report of a U,F.O. sighting by John D. Barton V.Mte Plains, N.Y. ^ \\? ^
at C-oose «'.F.B. Goose Bay, Labrador 1951 '

c

^

^Til: *..'ithin the first half of 1551- exact month or day unkno./n,

?i:JE: -*prrox. 2:00 .*.«. (0200 Hrs. nilitary ]

PL«.'Jli;: Hadar Station, Goose 3aj^ Lab.

LCO..TI0IT ^P VI'JVJR: In a large barbed wire enclosed compound.

Object uinroached from a south-westerly direction, first seen by Gentry A in

conrooupd- brought to the attention of myself and Sentry B with these ^ords, "Look

at this Jet ooralnr in." Approx. 50 deg» above the horizon v/hl3h v/ould put It above

the tops of the Ut. runge that circled the Base. The object ar>-re_ired to be about

10 miles a.vay-Bay and dosk area belnp anorox. 10 miles joath of viewers- object

appeared to be over Bay. It's size was a little sTUller than a ten sent piece

held at ar-as len^~th, The first innrasrion wu: that It was the navigation lights

on an aircraft. '

It was a single object of a very bright, sharp, intense, cold feeling llfht,

■novlng.at a very._rapld rate,of speed. ,Thi*t acco_ont_s for Sentry .I's ozolamat^lqn_o_f__

"Look ut the Jet" etc. estimated speed was about 200 to 300 UP!I but I can't be
certain as we didn't have tine to measure It. The three of us stood a:id v/dtsheu It

*nnrod3h. I stated "If it's going to land it better clow down".

The objeot appeared to be h.:\kinG the first leg of a landlne approach. By

this tl-ae it was over the south end of the field, -^akinR a left turn, not banking

Just turning. There was no engine or Jet noises of any kind. The objeot completed

an almost 3*0 deg. turn and lined up, heading south, with the north-south runway.

It had lost a terridlc a-nount of altitude by this time und was making what would

noroaly be a power-on landing. Still nor Jet or engine noises.

The runway was aboat !■*■ dalles from oar looation. The object was below the to

tops of the rats, in the far distance and still Just a very intense lipht. No vapor

or exhaust trail, no idling noise. NOTE: In this country at this ti-se of year and

at night a door sloned on the other side of the base could be heard where we w^re.

.ilmost a quarter of the way down the runway the object, now moving about 100

UPII, pulled, straight ud, fained about 1 see. altitude and at almost tree top level

headed directly north. Backing In the onpisite direction it was heading. Sentry A.

ran to the 35' tower, which housed antenna for a MPS-4 height finder, and climbed

to the too to watch. Directly north of the site was a "cut" In the tats.♦made by

Che !ra*nilton River. The object went thru this "cut" below the tops of the mts.

I r*n to the control center and asked the P.P.I, sjooe operator where the unknown

had come from, he stated that these were no flirht plans jnd no a/C on the so ne
since 5 o'clock yesterday.

To other type of ratlar was on the air at this ti.*ne ( G.C.A.. or D.F. )
That was the last we heard of this particular U.F.O. but we were visited 'nany

more ti^es before my 13 months were completed up there.

Sentry A In the report can't be located, all I havw is his former add.

Sentry B " " " is dead.

John D. Burton
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Saucers Just of Wind?

The office of Naval Research' said today that "skyhook" balloons like the one
above had been mistaken for all those "flying saucers" seen in the U.S. since 1947.
The balloons are 100-foot plastic bags wh ich sometimes rose 19 miles into the atmos
phere, carrying equipment to check cosmic rays.

r
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Navy Casts

Cosmic Light

On Saucers
Flying saucers were officially

knocked out of the sky today, "but
the Office of Naval ^Research In

Washington admits people did see

something.

That something was not
saucer, Just a plastic balloon play

ing tricks on the eye when It
floated across the sun's path,

i All other evidence, says chief

t nuclear psysicist Dr. Urner Liddel,
was strictly In the mind of the ob-

1 server.

Balloons Were Secret.

> Since 1947 "flying saucers" have
i been reported by airline pilots and

spectators with their feet on the

ground. The Air Force and other

government agencies repeatedly

1 denied their existence. The Office

s of Naval Research failed to en-

i lighten the observers, Dr. Liddel

i said yesterday, because the bal-

loons were secret stuff.

Said Dr. Liddel-

"The lateral rays of the sun at

1 dawn or dusk illuminate the base

of the balloon. There is no chance

of ever seeing the full roundness

of It because you are so far below

it. Some of them rose 100,000 feet,

or about 19 miles.

"You see only the illuminated
cup at the bottom. If your Imagi

nation soars, the light reflection
on one side may Impress you as

the glow tit an atomic engine.

"The wisp of the balloon's in
strument may Impress you as the

exhaust. The sun's rays may suf

fuse the plastic bag to a fiery
glow."

Dr. Liddel said the balloons were

used to study cosmic rays in upper
altitudes.

Was After a Balloon.

Dr. Liddel said that Capt.

Thomas F. Mantell, Air Force

pilot who chased a saucer in 1948,

and was found dead in his crashed

plane, probably passed out when

he roared above 30,000 feet and

ran out of oxygen. *
"Our studies show that Capt.

Mantell and other pilots were

pursuing a balloon of the skyhook

type," Dr. Liddel said. "Capt.

Mantell could have never reached

the height at which the balloon

was traveling "

The scientist also believes that

pilots "have no experience with
things of these kind" and made

estimates 'that «vere highly
Imaginary.

1 " / Look Magazine Photos From Acme.

This picture of a "skyhook" balloon 77,000 feet above
Minneapolis shows how the gas bags may have fooled air
line pilots and ground observers. Reflected sun rays
created flashes which some observers may have thought
were the exhausts of atomic power plants.
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star without any twinkle, although it appeared a perfectly clear silver color.'

"Captain Cocker reported that he watched the object about five minutes.

" 'It appeared to hover next to the balloon for a while, and then it separated.

As it did, the thing accelerated in speed. Just before it disappeared I saw three

brilliant flashes, like photo flashes, then it was gone.'

"An airman and a civilian also were in the plane and saw the object, it was

reported.

"Wright Field officials said they had no official comment to make. The

flyers, however reported their observations to field authorities." (xx.)

(xx.) Dayton, Ohio. Journal-Herald. 15 February 51.

The Cocker/Spradley experience demonstrated again the weaknesses in Col. Watson's anti-

UFO approach. A credible UFO investigation of sorts was badly needed if some control was to

be exerted over the release of information from military and other official sources. There is no

evidence available to suggest the Liddel saucer debunking was a Watson scheme, although

Watson had done as much with the Considine briefing. Things would soon get worst.

24 February. Dr. Anthony 0. Mirarchi.

"Suicide by secrecy." — — - -- -

It was bad enough when officers at Wright Field went public with "pro-UFO remarks," but it

was another thing when a man you could classify as a "Air Force scientist" actually "rebelled."

Col. Watson's loose control over things invited this public relations disaster. Dr. Mirarchi not

only countered Liddel's arguments (The press called him the man that "brought back the flying

saucers), he hit the Air Force's position where it was most vulnerable, which was concern about

possible Russian activity. An article in the Quincy, Maine, Patriot Ledger is better than the

news service accounts because it had more interesting detail:

"...he [Mirarchi] believes the saucers may be missiles launched by Russia to

carry out photographic or experimental missions over the nation's atom testing

grounds.

"The 40-year-old former chief of the Air Force's Atmospheric Composition

branch of the Geophysical division, said that he cannot reconcile a Navy scientist's

statement that the missiles were nothing more than giant research balloons with

the fact that they have been seen at night.

"Dr. Mirarchi, who for more than a year conducted atop secret investigation

into the weird phenomena [Project TWINKLE], said that he had worked with bal

loons and balloons did not leave an exhaust trail.

" 'We are dealing with a disc which uses exhaustible fuel,' he said.

"He said that scientists in New Mexico had picked up dust particles contain

ing copper which could have come from no other source than motive plants.

"According to Dr. Mirarchi, the flying saucers, or 'fireballs' as he terms

them, were regularly observed near Los Alamos until he set up a system of photo-

theodolites to measure their speed, size and distance away.

"The phototheodolites, he explained, consisted of a series ofthree cameras
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set in a triangle several miles apart. As soon as the missile was sighted, all

three cameras were to focus on it and take pictures simultaneously, thus provid

ing accurate bearings." (xx.)

(xx.) Quincy, Maine. Patriot Ledger. 27 February 51.

Russian spies?

Over years there have- been strange Tories about cameras inexplicably malfunctioning when a

UFO appears. For Dr. Mirarchi, the trouble he encountered had a mundane explanation. The

article continues: "But the fireballs mysteriously ceased appearing before the theodolites could

go to work. Dr. Mirarchi concludes that spies must have tipped off the saucer's base." (xx.)

(xx.) Ibid.

Some evidence was collected:

" Without the evidence oftheodolite photographs, Dr. Mirarchi said it

was impossible to say too much about the missile's properties. However, he

said that he had taken one picture in which a disc showed up as half an inch in

diameter on a four by five camera plate. A motion picture showed one streaky

ing across the sky for one and a half minutes." (xx.)

(xx.) Ibid.

Mirarchi mentions visual observations. One man went nuts!

Furthermore: "An Army major observed one hovering in the air for more than an hour, which a

balloon could not have done, and another man went crazy when he could not convince authori

ties that he had seen one *as big as a water tank.'" (xx.)

(xx.) Ibid.

"Suicide?'

Finally, Dr. Mirarchi said:

"Dr. Mirarchi said that he agreed that some ofthe saucers observed were

actually balloons, but thatthere was too much evidence in favor ofthe saucers

to say they could have all been balloons.

"He stated that he did not see how the Navy could say that there had been

no concrete evidence on the existence of the phenomena, 'I was conducting the

main investigation,' he said. The government had to depend on me or my

branch for information. My files are not in Washington.'

"Dr. Mirarchi condemned the government for 'suicide by secrecy' and for

the interference of politics with research." (xx.)
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(xx.) Ibid.

In a letter to UFO investigator Merlyn Sheehan written in 1976, Dr. Mirarchi echoed his 1951

claims and added this line: "...one man had lost his mind [He repeats this without qualification,

so evidently it was not just a figure of speech], another had fired his gun, and another had seen

these saucers hovering, etc.(of which I had received many reports) [More than one landing?]."

(xx.)

(xx.) Just Cause. Number 34. December 1992. p.6.

17 March. Proposed Rand Satellite Reconnaissance Vehicle.

Col Watson's superior in the Pentagon, Major General C.P. Cabell, had to be aware ofthe

possibility Dr. Mirarchi might be right. Consider the following letter from General Cabell to his

Assistant for Evaluations:

"1. Reference is made to:

a. Directorate ofIntelligence Routing and Record Sheet, Comment No.

1, dated 8 February 1951, subject: Rand Proposal for Resarch and Development

on a Satellite Reconnaissance Vehicle, in which the IntelligenceJDirectorate re-

commended that the determination ofthe desirability ofproceeding with the
necessary research and development on this project be expedited.

b. Conference called by Colonel B.A. Schriever, Directorate of Re

search and Development, 16 February 1951, during which it was requested that

additional specific requirements be submitted as to the intelligence information

which would be required from such a satellite vehicle.

"2. Specific requirements as to the type of intelligence information de

sired are as follows:

a. Photography of sufficient quality to enable trained interpreters to

identify objects such as harbors, airfields, oil storage areas, large residential areas

and industrial areas.

b. Have a capability to take and record search reconnaissance on large

areas, i.e.:

(1) To be able to cover the entire USSR in a period of several weeks.

(2) To furnish continuous daytime observation of the USSR.

(3) To record the information gained by satellite in a permanent

manner.

c. Have a capability to gather and record photography as an aide to

radar scope navigation and bombing. This photography to be used as compara

tive photography and to fill in gaps where sufficient information is not now

available to accurately plot radar scope returns.

d. Produce a photographic quality suitable for the revision ofaero

nautical charts and maps.

e. Gather and record photographically general weather information

over the world. Cloud photography of 300 or 400 foot resolution would be in

valuable for meteorological study.
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"3. Representatives from this Directorate visited the Rand Corporation on 2

March 1951, and discussed the proposed satellite with representatives ofthe Rand

Corporation. Attached as Inclosure No. 1 is a photograph resulting from an ex

periment carried on by Rand. A city mosaic ofLos Angeles, Inclosure No. 2, was

p photographed with a standard television camera. The resulting picture was relayed

to Mt. Wilson and back to the studio where the image appearing on the monitoring

screen was photographed. The attached photograph is considered by Rand to have

a resolution of about 300 feet. This photograph has been examined by the photo

interpreters of this Directorate and if similar quality is obtained by the proposed

satellite, the minimum requirement for information referred to in paragraph 2 above

will have been met.

"4. It is noted that AFDRD, Item No.2, ofthe Daily StarTDigest, dated 12

March 1951, mentions that Rand is starting development on three components ofa

satellite guided missile. Further, that completion ofthe development will require

very little money but a lengthy period oftime and that the project is being under

taken with a view toward the future when urgent need for superior reconnaissance

will justify a satellite reconnaissance system. In view ofthe quality ofthe photo

graph referred to paragraph 3 above, ofthe seriousness ofthe world situation today,

and ofthe scarcity ofphotographic coverage available ofthe USSR, it is urgently

requested that the project be undertaken with a view toward the present urgent need

for such a reconnaissance system, rather than a future need." (xx.). _

(xx.) Routing and Record Sheet. Headquarters United States Air Force. Subject:

(SECRET) Research and Development on Proposed Rand Satellite Recon

naissance Vehicle. To: Assistant for Evaluations, DCS/D. ATTN: Colonel

B.A. Schriever. From: Major General C.P. Cabell, USAF, Director of Intelli

gence, Directorate of Intelligence, DCS/O. 17 March 51.

Early 1951. Georgia, (no time)

The film U.F.O. mentions that in early 1951, a Lt. Goddard, flying a B-29 over Georgia, ob

served a UFO "make a pass" at a large balloon, ripping a six-foot rent in it. No other detail is

available.

1951. (no exact date) Nouasseur AFB, French Morocco, (early evening)

Something visits unfinished SAC runway:

"Early evening, dusk, bright object, reddish orange, hovering approximately

500 feet over unfinished SAC runway, six persons including self witnessed for

approximately 2 minutes. The emergency tower was contacted by phone with a

reply the tower people had been watching it for several minutes. The tower was

approximately Va mile from us. They observed it hovering and noted no noise

whatsoever. Seconds after the phone query the object rose straight up extremely

fast changing color to a bluish-white and suddenly executed a very sharp 45 de

gree angle sped out of sight trailing bright white 'sparks.' The early evening was
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extremely clear, with stars visible quit$ profusely. Needless to say our group was

dumbfounded as the strip was non-operational and no conventional aircraft were

known to be in the area. The landscape being quite barren an attempt to estimate

size varied. The tower estimated 150-200 feet in diameter. Our position 3A mile

away differed greatly in the excitement." (xx.)

(xx.) Letter: To: NICAP, Maj. D.L. Keyhoe, ret. From S/Sgt. "J.C.G." (name and unit

on file) 17 March 65. NICAP records. CUFOS archives.

The 1951 Watson/Cabell-AMC/ADC disagreement.

There was plenty to do at Wright Field because the fighting in Korea made big demands on Air

Force Intelligence. In a war situation, one had to know the weaknesses and strength ofany de

vice deployed by an adversary in order to gain an advantage. It was a matter of life and death.

Greatly outnumbered on the ground, hard pressed United Nations forces in Korea relied on the

Air Force to keep from being pushed into the sea. Control ofthe air was vital. The war could

be won or lost by high performance jet fighters engaging in combat far above the battlefield.

With no top cover, the bombers, transports, and slow prop-driven ground support aircraft would

be swept from the sky.

The struggle for supremacy involved the Russian Mig-15 vs. the American F-86, and the two

planes were evenly matched. With great difficulty a damaged Mig-1-5 was recovered and rushed

to Wright Field, Ohio, where it was put in hanger 89. Col. Watson's Air Intelligence experts,

along with selected civilian contractors, studied the Mig-15's design and workmanship.

The Mig-15 project was one ofmany ofthe immediate tangible needs that had to be addressed

by Col. Watson. The U.S. military was undergoing an expansion. Personnel had be enlisted,

trained, and organized into units. Air Force Intelligence, just a department in the Air Material '

Command (AMC), was now enlarged and given more independence. Instead of "T-2," it was

designated the Air Technical Intelligence.Center (ATIC) and it would report directly to Hq

USAF. The change would become official in June 1951.

Apprarently Col. Watson saw his chance. Frustrated by the UFO riddle, he wrote the Chief of

Air Force Intelligence at Hq USAF, General Cabell, and suggested a change in assignment res-

possibilites. Watson wanted to focus on real objects like the Mig-15, not phantoms. In Col.

Watson's eyes, after years of study nothing concrete had emerged from UFO investigations. It

seemed to him various prosaic phenomena were responsible for the unknown cases on file and

the Air Defense Command could deal with those. The new ATIC organization could always

provide advice if it were required.

General Cabell, as we shall see, had a different view, perhaps because he had wider responsi

bilities or knew more about the UFO problem than Col. Watson. With myriad duties to perform,

General Cabell had been out oftouch with the progress ofproject GRUDGE and assumed a de

cent job was being done at Wright Field. The Air Intelligence Chief probably overlooked

Watson's PR blunders since it seems he shared a belief with others that public interest in the

UFO mystery distracted from the all too real threat of Sino-Soviet aggression.

On April 23rd Col. Watson wrote General Cabell:

"This Command [AMC] has investigated thousands ofreports on unidentified

flying objects over the past several years. The project was originally initiated at Air

Material Command several years ago as a result ofnumerous incidents occurring
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throughout the country where people indicated that they had seen unidentified flying

objects, or so-called flying saucers. Extensive investigations of many incidents were

made and conclusions were drawn on each incident and insofar as the facts available

would permit, it was concluded that the objects did not represent a development of

any foreign power.

"Many ofthe incidents cannot be fully explained because ofthe lack of facts

upon which to base a technical investigation. However, a great number ofthe inci

dents were found to be the result of unusual cloud formations, balloons, meteors,

sunlight reflecting from aircraft, etcf In August 1949 a report was prepared entitled

'Unidentified Flying Objects Project Grudge,' and the project was cancelled.

"In October 1950 the project was reinitiated at the request of your headquarters.

Since that time hundreds of reports have been received and investigated. The con

clusions which have been drawn since the re-initiation ofthe project are for all

practical purposes identical to those drawn in the earlier investigations.

"In view ofthe above, it appears that the project as it exists has been carried on

to such an extent that it has been established that there are little if any results being

obtained which are significant from the standpoint oftechnical intelligence, other

than to conclude that so-called unidentified aircraft are not considered to be air weap

ons of a foreign power. Notwithstanding this conclusion, it is considered that it

would be impracticable in connection with Air Force responsibilities to say that we

are no longer interested in any incidents.of the aforementioned nature. _ _ _ ___,

"Accordingly, it is felt that the project requirements should be revised to assure

that all unidentified aircraft are reported without delay and by expeditious means to

the Air Defense Command. In the event that any ofthese incidents require technical

interpretation or analysis, AMC could be called on to carry out this work as required

by ADC provided that sufficient significant technical details are supplied to furnish a

basis for such a study.

"Further, since a large number ofofficial reports on unidentified aircraft are

routed directly through AMC apparently with no contacts being made with the Air

Defense Command, it is obvious that if an unidentified flying object turned out to be

an enemy aircraft, current procedures would be entirely inadequate. While it is as

sumed that the Air Defense Command is concerned with unidentified aircraft in

cidents in connection with established air defense responsibilities, it is significant

to note that no Air Defense Command reports on such incidents as concerned with

AMC projects have been received by this command [!?].

"Due to the above, it is recommended that the directives governing respon

sibilities related to investigation of unidentified flying objects be reviewed and

consideration be given to shifting the emphasis to Air Defense Command respon

sibilities, using the AMCas a technical intelligence service organization as re

quired." (xx.)

(xx.) Letter: To: Director of Intelligence, Headquarters, USAF. Washington D.C.

From: Harold E. Watson, Colonel, USAF, Chief, Intelligence Department,

Headquarters, Air Material Command, Wright-Patterson Air Force Base,

Dayton, Ohio. 23 April 1951. (SECRET)
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Third week in May.

Navy Intelligence visits pilot Graham Bethune (according to Bethune).

It had been three months since Lt. Bethune's encounter with a UFO while piloting a Navy

transport on a North Atlantic air route. The third week in May a young man dressed in a suit

and tie knocked on Bethune's door (Since Bethune was married, he lived off base). The in

dividual in civilian cloths flashed some credentials and announced he*was from U.S. Navy
Intelligence. The Navy agent wanted to discuss Bethune's UFO experience. Bethune agreed

to be interviewed

As Bethune related the UFO incident, the Navy agent took many notes and checked through

a binder containing UFO photos. The pages also had some text and listed the dimensions of

the UFOs pictured.

Curious, Bethune inquired about the fate ofthe information he was supplying. The Navy

agent reportedly said the case would be reviewed by a committee which would determine its

"national security impact." If no "impact" was determined, the data would be filed with

"normal" UFO reports. Nothing was mentioned about what happened to the "impact" cases,

(xx.)

(xx.) "Bethune Report." By Bob Durant. 22 October 98. p.21. Copy in author's files.

One should recall that airline pilot Robert Manning, who had a UFO encounter on April 27,

1950, was also visited three months after his experience. A man "representing himself as an Air

Force General"(Manning's words) approached Capt. Manning. It is assumed the words "rer.,

presenting himself implied the man was in civilian dress. The man discussed the UFO case

and also showed Manning some UFO file photos, (xx.)

(xx.) Letter; To: Robert F. Manning, 3230 Merrill Drive, Torrance, California. From: Dr.

James McDonald. 11 January 68. University of Arizona at Tucson, Tucson, Arizona.

Dr. James McDonald papers. Special Collections Department.

Oddest part ofthe Navy agent's visit to Bethune.

Just before leaving, the Navy agent gave Bethune a copy ofthe October 1950 issue of Pageant

magazine which contained the Frank Scully crashed saucer story. The agent was supposed to

have said: "I think you will find this interesting." (xx.)

(xx.) "Bethune Report." By Bob Durant. 22 October 98: p.21.

June. The mission of the Air Technical Intelligence Center.

When ATIC was established in June 1951, one specific assigned function was UFO eval

uations. This was the function Col. Watson wanted shifted to the ADC. Here is how the

function was defined in official documents:

"Evaluation of Reports on Unidentified Aerial Objects (Project No. 10073)
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"This project involves the collection ofreports of unidentified aerial objects;

the evaluation, as to source and content, ofreports ofvisual or electronic sightings

of unidentified aerial objects submitted by military or civilian sources; the investi

gation ofreports of such sightings through field work when deemed necessary; and

the preparation of periodic status report for the information ofthe D/I, Hq USAF.

This investigation has been in progress for approximately four years and a new in

crease in activity has been initiated in studying and indexing project records to en

able a statistical survey of incidents to be accomplished.

"It is contemplated that all ofltfe sightings ofunconventional flying objects

will be cross-indexed according to size, color, location, etp., so that as much satis-

tical data as possible will be available. It is believed that possibly several general

characteristics of the sightings will be determined from the mass ofdata on file in

ATIC.

"This project concentrated on those incidents that appear to have originated

from high grade sources, such as pilots, technically trained people, etc. The ex

ception to this where a number of sightings occur in a certain area at about the

same time." (xx.)

(xx.) History: Air Technical Intelligence Center, 1 June 1951 - 31 December 1951.

Air Technical Intelligence Center, Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Dayton, Ohio.

(SECRET) pp.49-50.

Not everyone was like Col. Watson. There were some people who felt something could be

learned from UFO reports, as stated in the third section ofthe assigned functions quoted above.

To learn something from general characteristics required the use ofan outside contractor.

Project STORK.

STORK did more than its well-known work on UFOs. For the record, here is its job discrip-

tion in regards to its relationship with ATIC, beginning in June through December, 1951:

"Project Stork (Project No. 9974)

"This project is operated under Air Force Contract No. AF-33 (038)-4044

and has progressed satisfactorily since the publication of the semi-annual history

ofTechnical Analysis Division in June 1951. During the period covered by this

report, 83 separate projects had been initiated under the provisions ofthe contract.

Ofthese projects, 200 have been completed. Sixteen technical and three special

reports have been published in final form and distributed.

"Seven technical reports are being printed, at present, and four studies have

been submitted to ATIC for coordination prior to publication. Seven ofthe initial

83 projects have been cancelled or have been integrated with other projects. All

of the others are progressing to the satisfaction ofthe Project Monitor.

"The contractor [The contractor is not named. We have no assurances it was

Battelle Institute ofColumbus, Ohio] has expended considerable time and effort in

training qualified personnel to be utilized on the project. Currently, 104 ofthe

contractor's employees are working full or part-time on the project.
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"Close coordination between the contractor's engineers and ATIC engineers

has been established. Now that the initial ground work has been laid, and the

necessary training ofthe outside personnel accomplished, a firmer system of con

trol is being set up and implemented by the Project Monitor.

"By 31 December 1951, the request for further extension ofthe basic con

tract had been submitted, through channels, to the Procurement Officer responsible

for the contract. It is felt that this contractor is doing much to aid the ATIC mission,

and that the relationship will grow to the greater benefit of both organizations." (xx.)

(xx.) Ibid, pp.56-57.

June 1951. "Where are the flying saucers?'

In June 1951 Aviation Week asked: "Where are the flying saucers?' The magazine noted

that it was still getting a dribble ofmail on the UFO subject, mostly comments on the in

adequacy ofDr. Liddle's February Skyhook flying saucer explanation that was the result ofa

ten-page report issued by the nuclear physics branch ofthe Office ofNaval Research, but at

mid-yeqr there seemed to be a puzzling lack of sightings that could be blamed on Skyhooks.

The magazine confessed that although a sizable number ofUFO reports were no doubt due to

mundane causes, there: "...still remain some reports from apparently trained or competent

observers that cannot be explained or discredited easily." (xx.) Robert Wood, who-wrote

(xx.) Wood, Robert H. "Where Are the Flying Saucers?' Aviation Week. 25 June 51.

this essay for Aviation Week, insisted that the publication's policy would be to: ".. .maintain

an attitude of interest, though strictly neutral and impartial." (xx.)

(xx.) Ibid. Phil Klass' had a long association with this publication!

Summer 1951 Quonset Point, Rhode Island, (about 2:00 a.m.)

UFO visits Naval Air Station.

Petty Officer Wesley Hardin remembers:

"The incident that was definitely U.F.O. occurred at the Naval Air Station,

Ouonset Pt., Rhode Island. I was Petty Officer ofthe Watch as Section Leader—

First Section Overhaul, Repair Dept. Usually the Section Leader 'sleeps in,' but

on this night, I had occasien to be at the Duty Desk when the Mid Watch was re

lieved. The airman posted on Jet Runway Post 10 reported this occurrence.

"At about two o'clock a bright object, seeming coming from the sea, from

the direction ofNewport approached is post dropping to a few hundred feet, and

then hovering directly above him and the jets. He does not know what it was.

He became extremely nervous and 'charged' his carbine, and the moment he

pulled thew slide to load it, the object disappeared.

"The first emotion I had was he was 'pulling my leg.' He did seem sin

cere, and he would have no reason to play this joke. About then, the Watch at
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Sea Plane Hanger #2, Watch 4 reported in he too reported a strange sighting. He

reported a light coming out ofthe sea (from Newport) going over the airfield and

being obscured from vision by going behind the overhaul and repair building.

Now I had two sightings and although about two hours had elapsed, I awoke the

Chiefon duty and reported the U.F.O. sightings. The Chiefwas incredulous and

wouldn't be a party to such a report. I insisted that I enter it in the log for that

watch, but the Chief and by now the duty officer, were adamant that they weren't

going to be laughed out ofthe Navy, so no mention was made of it. I believe

these sailors saw something -whatTclon't know." (xx.)

(xx.) Letter: To: NICAP, 1536 Connecticut Ave., Washington, D.C. From: Wesley

Hardin, 729-23* Street, East Moline, 111. 16 May 60. NICAP files. CUFOS

Archives.

Airfield visits.

The Quonset Point NAS visitation was just one ofa number of such incidents that took place

during the first half of 1951. There were similar "UFO visits" to Banqui AFB, French Equa

torial Africa; Sadarjang Airdome, New Delhi, India; Goose Bay field, Laborador, Canada;

Nellis AFB, Nevada; the unfinished SAC base at Nouasseur in French Morocco; Ladd AFB,

Alaska; Sioux City, Iowa; and Geiger Field, Spokane, Washington. In general, the UFOs made

a slow approach, hovered for a time, and then made a fast departure. We note this because the

next case is the most extraordinary airfield visit ofall in 1951. The fact that similar incidents

were reported gives the Boise case some creditability.

Summer 1951. Mountain Home AFB, Boise, Idaho, (night)

"You have got to see it to believe it." (See newspaper story on pp.26-27)

Summer 1951. Virginia and Eueleth, Minnesota, (daytime?)

When the aircraft got close, the UFO vanished.

A letter to NICAP states:

"My brother and I were driving down the main street ofEueleth, heading to

ward Virginia 5 miles to the north on that particular day. The fact that a large

number of people along the main street were looking up into the air in a north and

slightly east direction attracted our attention.

"We were tempted to stop and look but didn't notice any parking places so

continued on our way to Virginia. We talked about the possibility ofa flying

saucer and kept trying to scan the sky through the windshield to see what it was

what it was that could have caused so many people in Eueleth to turn to sky gaz

ing. By the time we got to the Bill Dodge Garage in Virginia we had forgotten

about the events in Eueleth. I got out ofthe car, told one ofthe boys to fill the

car with gasoline and headed for the coke machine. Before I got there a fellow

rushed up to me, grabbed me by the arm an4 pointed up in the sky. The object
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DISPATCH-EAST, St. Paul, MN - Jan. 11, 1979

*

Citizen

recalls
UFO •
By JIM BROEDE

Staff Writer

"I'm coming nut of the

closet," said Waller DcYoung

"So are many others " he add

ed " Before, we

didn t want to
talk about H

People seldom
took us serious

ly They

don I en re any
more I'm.
laikmq

Oc Vuunji. of
NorlhSl Paul,
claims In have

Brocdc |,aii * '■< lose

encounter" wjih zin unidentified

flying object (UFO1

"AT THRTIME.su did about
60 oihers," he recalled ' But we

didn't sav much then H was,
1951. an uplight period, what

with the Korean Wjr, McCarthy-
ism and everything

The setting was Mountain

Home Air Force Rase near

Boise. Idaho, on a quiet, crystal

cleai summer night, shortly af
ter *unsel

11 v.js p.irl ol a ctinlinftcnl of

about I2U peisons, mostly de
partment heads in the Air Force,

assigned lo reactivate Mountain

Home It was to become a depar*

luie base lor Armed Forces per

sonnel going lo Korea.

"Thai nlRttl. .iboul half of nur

group was aw.iy But that left

60 '

DcYoung was in the barracks.
resting on a bunk bed and read
ing a book

"That's funny. 1 remember thai
Rut usually,1 can'l even remem

ber the name of the book 1 rend

last week. 1 remember a tot of
things about that night. But I for

got a lot, too .Like the names of
the rest of the guys. Not even the

guy who came running into the

barracks^He was a Mormon, I
know But his name It jusl

doesnTcome to inind He was

yelling something about a 'UFO

above the runway1

"I told him. 'That's just greal

Go have a ball' Of course. I
thought it was a joke. In those

days, I was a 100 percent non-

believer when it came to UKOs
So 1 stayed in bed with my book

"But it must have been 10

minutes later when he came run

ning in again. 'Come on out', he

said 'You have got to "see it lo
believe if. Well, I still thought

somebody was pulling my leg

"But then I heard them crank

ing up an old C-45 (an 8-passen-" ~

ger aircraft) Most of us thought

it was unsafe to fly But it was

the only plane on the base So I

figured something must be up

That got me outside.

"Apparently I was the last guy
to arrive on the scene. Every

body was there, gawking at a

saucer-like object hovering 400

to 500 feet above the runwav It

must have been 20 or 25 feet^p

diameter We had never seen

anything like it before We didn't
know what to make of it

"LATER. I learned that our

radio operator tried to mdke

contact with it We also learned

that there wasn't supposed to be

any aircraft in the area "

Meanwhile, the object re-

'Wained stationary and continual

ly changed colors.

"I can't remember the exact

sequence of colors," DeYoung

said "But 1 thjnk it was n combi

nation of red, blue, purple and

white 11 also was close enough

for us'lo see that it wasn't spin
ning

"I tell you. it was mind-bog
gling I've never been the same
guy since then We just waited
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, there,.expectlng that ft would
land. We Were mesmerized.
Eventually, it got close enough
for us to see portholes. Some
thing was inside. But Just what, i
can't say, Maybe It wa$,crea

tures Maybe it was the backs of
chairs "

DeYoung said enough of the
men had the preswioe of mind to
UPl the C-45 aloft — so they
could get a closer look

"IT MUST HAVE taken a
half-hour to get that crate

airborne," he continued "For
awhile, we didn't think it would
make it. It stalled near the end
of the runway and had to start
all over again. But finally, up it

went It circled around and

moved in on the object from

above

"But then ihe object took off

It shot straight up, silently, into
the atmosphere at a fantastic

rate of speed We looked at it in

awe, until it was just the size of a

pinhead "

Initially, speculation at Moun

tain Home was that the UPO was

really "a new secret waeapon,"

DeYoung said

"We just hoped that it had
been developed by the United

States, not by Russia," he stated

"Certainly, I wasn't thinking of It

in terms of a UFO Not then But

J started listening to people who

had seen UFOs. Soon, I became a

believer

"Certainly, if someone on

earth had concocted something

that moved around the sky like

this, we'd know about it by now "

DEYOUNG ALSO told of

being puzzled by what happened
al Mountain Home Air Base in

the two lo^three weeks after the

sighting

"Those of us there that night

were quickly reassigned, all over
creation," he explained "We had

been living together in the same

one or two barracks But we got

assigned to many different bat;-

rarks then to other bases..! end
ed up in New Mexico It was as if .
some higher-ups didn't want us

talking to each other about what

happened. It seemed strange
that some investigators didn't
come in to question us

"But we never did much-talk
ing amongst ourselves Maybe it

was because of the odd political
climate McCarthy was riding
high. If you saw anything

strange or odd, especially in the
military service, you kept your
mouth shut.

■ "After all, maybe it was a se
cret weapon. And the less said

about it, the better. That was the

patriotic thing to do.

"BUT MAYBE subconsciously
we had been conditioned not to
talk by some power or force that
we can't even begin to under
stand. I have read book upon
book about UFOs, partly to see If
there's an account of what hap
pened at Mountain Home But I
always draw a blank. There's
nothing. It's as if nothing ever—
happened "

DeYoung said he knows better

"In recent years." he reported,
"I have been trying to obtain the
names of personnel assigned to
Mountain Home on that summer
night I'd like to have a reunion.
Then we can talk about it. We
can compare notes

"But the Air Force isn't coop
erating The bureaucrats I talk
to say it's too difficult to retrieve

the names Besides, they say that

information isn't supposed to be

given out

"I wish I could remember

even orie name That's what

seems so strange I can't even

think of the name of the Mormon

who came running into the bar

racks

"I know a colonel was in
charge of the base He almost

had a nervous breakdown that

night But his name. I can't re

member it I thought I had it
written down once I'm looking

for it.

"The colonel was an older man
then, with grey hair But maybe
he's still alive. I'd like to talk to
him "
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was to the west and slightly north ofwjiere were standing. The fellow was ex

cited but I remember well that I was impressed by the orderly and sensible way

in which he described to me what he had seen.

"He said that he had just got done making a phone call to the air base near

Duluth, telling them what he had seen. They told him they would immediately

send some planes to investigate the object.

"He had first seen the object over the radio station about midway between

Eueleth and Virginia. It was at a low altitude and he could see it quite well. I

have the impression that he was almtist directly underneath it at this time. It

was hovering in one spot and almost motionless except for a slight wobbling

motion. Occasionally it would emit a puff ofpurplish-colored smoke. He said

he watched it for a short period oftime when all of a sudden it ascended to its

new position on the other side oftown at a very high rate of speed. We watch

ed the object for about 15 minutes expecting to see the Air Force planes arrive.

They didn't show up so I drove to my room about 8 or 9 blocks away where I

watched the object for another halfan hour. I saw no planes arrive and during

this time the object had not detectably [sic] changed its position although I

could see the clouds passing underneath it.

"I then went into my room to change clothes and when I came out the ob

ject was gone....I also heard what may have been rumors —that one ofthe Glu-

mack boys went up in alight plane to investigate—the story goes that whenever - —

he got close enough to be able to see anything the object would suddenly van

ish -only to reappear in a new position. Glumack supposedly continued his

efforts for sometime before finally giving up. The Glumack involved here was

the one that was a former Navy pilot. I believe he had a Captain rating in the

Navy." (xx.)

(xx.) Letter: To: NICAP 1536 Connecticut Ave. N.W., Washington D.C. From:

Millaid (?) J. Jensen (? --not clear), 2715 Michigan (Street?), Dallas, Texas.

No date on letter except for a NICAP "received stamp" which is unclear ex

cept for the year "1964." This sighting may have been connected to the May

22, 1951, UFO reports from the Rainy Lake area about 100 miles north.

July 1951. Maura Lake, Hastings County, Ontario, Canada, (about 6:00 a.m.)

"Immense UFO over lake."

This is a report obtained by the Canadian Aerial Phenomena Research Organization. One of

the witnesses to testify was-Mr. J. Allan Smith, Commanding Officer ofthe Canadian Air

Cadets, Trenton (Ontario?) Squadron (Ret.), and the other was Mr. G. Leighton Thompson. Here

is their story:

"Mr. Smith and his wife went to Maura Lake to spend a fishing holiday

weekend with their friends, Mr. and Mrs. G. Leighton Thompson and another

couple.

"According to Mr. Smith's account, early in the morning, at about 6:00

a.m., he and Mr. Thompson had gone to get the boat ready to go fishing. There
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was just a slight mist on the lake at that time. Suddenly, they noticed an immense

objects, shaped like a flattened top, hovering over an island on the lake at a maxi

mum distance of 7/11 miles away from their camp. It was so huge that from the

observation point it seemed to cover the whole end ofthe lake. It appeared to be

solid, with a well-defined shaped, and had a dull lead-like finish. The apparent

size ofthe object at arm's length was estimated as that ofa half-dollar; the angle

of elevation from the horizon was stated to be five degrees.

"The object did not suddenly appear, and apparently it had already been

hovering over the island before it was seen. During the sighting, which lasted

some two minutes, the object made no movement from its position, nor did it re

volve. After the initial shock of sighting the object, Mr. Smith ran back to the

cottage to waken the other male member of the party, but by the time the other

man had thrown on some outer clothing it had disappeared.

"Mr. Smith stated that he could not remember seeing the object rise and speed

away —it seemed to him it just disappeared -but he admitted his back could have

been turned at the moment of departure.

"Mr. G.L. Thompson's report was made out separately, without any consulta

tion with Mr. Smith, so that we should have an exact version of what each man saw.

His report was consistent with Mr. Smith's in most details. As he remembers it,

the object appeared to be bright, like silver, flat to disc-shaped and making no

movement except upon take-off, when it traveled fester than a jet plane. He estimat-

ed the apparent size as that of a silver dollar held at arm's length: the distance was

thought to be lA to 1 mile away, over the water." (xx.) (See drawing based on a

rough sketch by one of the witnesses. The "windows" were actually "dark mark

ings" of undetermined identity. The lower part with "spike" is an uncertain feature

because it merged with the skyline of the island. The map is taken from an old book

and shows the earlier spelling of Maura Lake as "Moira.")

(xx.) Graystone, Regina. "Immense UFO Over Maura Lake." Flying Saucer Review

Case Histories. No.3. pp. 14-15.
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Summer 1951. Near Ballintuim Village, Perthshire, Scotland, (morning)

Golden-orange object follows tractor.

A Mrs. A.Y. Lee told some English investigators:

"On a bright morning in the early part of summer 1951,1 was traveling at the

rear of a trailer being drawn by a tractor (and driven by my father). We were

climbing a fairly steep hill rather slowly when this very bright golden-orange ob

ject suddenly appeared, extremely close and directly behind us.

"It followed us for just over a minute and when I imagine it had carried out

all necessary observations it moved very quickly overhead. I then turned in the

direction in which the object traveled and it quickly disappeared behind the hill.

"My sister was seated behind me -we managed to draw our father's attention

to the object.

"On collecting my thoughts and bearing in mind the antiquated machinery on

the farm, I felt that if there were beings in the object they must have believed us to

be extremely backward." (xx.)

(xx.) Gemini, The Twin UFO Journal. Vol.1, No. 2. pp.33-34. An English publication.

City oforigin not recorded in author's notes. .._._. _ . . _ .

The two English investigators of the Ballintuim case, Mark Stenhoffand C. David Oakley-hill,

commented:

"Although Mrs. Lee states that the object was 'very bright golden-orange,'

she later explained to us that she did not mean that the object was emitting light,

but rather that its color was bright.

"The witness said in her verbal account, tape-recorded when we interviewed

her, that the object hovered momentarily when it first came over to the fenced track

along which the tractor was driving, and then started to follow them. She cannot

remember the object making any sound. In all it was visible for about 1 XA minutes.

"Mrs. Lee said that the object was apparently solid with sharp outline, and

shaped like two bowls joined together. There was a rim running round it.

"The tractor (and hence also the object for a time) was moving NE at an es

timated 5 mph. When Mrs. Lee first saw the object she was looking south-west and

when the object disappeared it was to the to the east-northeast.

"The weather was described as clear, dry and warm, with a light breeze.

"At its largest diameter, the object was 14 feet, and its thickness was 10 feet.

It was between 20-40 yards away, at an altitude of about 60 feet." (xx.)

(See drawing on page 31)

(xx) Ibid. p.34.

Note: This object is similar to a couple of sightings on August 21, 1955, at Hopkinsville,

Kentucky, and at Chalmette, Louisiana. For more detail on the two cases the reader is re-
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ferred to my UFO history monograph covering the period of 1955, July-September 15th, on page
60.

Strip of light

Chalmette Hopkinsville Ballintuim

3 July. Letter from the Air Defense Command to DI/ USAF.

"What's new?"

The actual letter is not available, but we do have some indication of its contents from a reply

on file. Perhaps the Air Defense Command at Ent AFB, Colorado Springs, Colorado, wanted an

update on the situation with the establishment ofthe ATIC at Wright Field, or perhaps it learned

of Col. Watson's suggestion to shift the main burden ofthe UFO problem. The impression re

ceived from the letter is that the ADC was more in the dark on the.UFO issue than one might _ .

suppose. It is also interesting to note that the ADC did not contact Wright Field directly, but

then that might violate the chain ofCommand.

In any case, the ADC sent a letter to HQ USAF with the subject: "Analysis of Unusual Aircraft

Reports," which evidently was primarily concerned with any Russian developments.

Capt. L.L. Black, Chief, Evaluation Division, Directorate of Intelligence, at HQ USAF, wrote

back on July 26th to say:

"With reference to basic letter, requesting a copy ofany recent analysis of

reports on sightings ofunusual aircraft, it is desired to point out that no aircraft

identified as unusual have been sighted recently [!]. Unidentified objects have

been reported but analyses have indicated weather phenomena or misidentifica-

tion of unknown objects. In certain cases, sufficient information was not avail

able for evaluation.

"In the recent Soviet Air Show on 8 July 1951, a four-engine aircraft about

one third larger than TU-4 was observed, as well as several new types of smaller

aircraft. A complete evaluation ofthese types is underway." (xx.)

(xx.) Letter: To: Commanding General, Air Defense Command, Ent Air Force Base,

Colorado Springs, Colorado. From: L. L. Black, Capt. USN, Chief, Evaluation

Division, Directorate ofIntelligence, Dept. of the Air Force, Hq USAF, Washington

25, D.C. 30 July 51. (SECRET) Copy in author's files.

There you have it. Unless more was said at a Top Secret need-to-know level, the above in

formation is all the ADC had to work with when strange high performance unknowns showed up

in the air defense system!
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6 July. Lynchburg, Virginia. (8:25 - 8:29 a.m.)

The George Fawcett sighting.

Additional detail is now available. The observer was George Fawcett, active for many years in

the study ofUFOs and whose UFO collection now has made the UFO museum in Roswell, New

Mexico, a major research center. Here is his account:

"In the summer of 1951,1 sighted an object unlike anything I've ever seen

before, flying over the Lynchburg College campus. I will now to the best of my

ability tell of my sighting. As I was walking across the Westover campus on

Friday morning July 6 I became startled when I noticed a bright orange disk,

round in shape and about the size ofan automobile tire hovering over the ad

ministration building, seemingly suspended in the air. I could hear no sound of

a motor and could see no exhaust or vapor streams coming from the object. I

started to yell to get someone else to watch the object with me, but as classes

were in progress and no one was in sight, I decided against shouting. Then I

thought of going to my dormitory room to get my camera, but before I could

move the disk zigzagged suddenly, rolled on its edge, moved on a steady course

while gaining speed and disappeared on the Western horizon. I couldn't judge

the exact size, height or speed ofthe object, as I'm not a judge ofthings like

that, so that's understandable. I did however check my watch, I had watched the

object from 8:25 till 8:29 -four minutes before I lost sight of it, at the time won

dering how long the object had been there before I sighted it. Later I checked

the direction with a compass and discovered it had traveled almost on a direct

East to West course." (xx.)

(xx.) Letter: To: Ed Sullivan c/o Civilian Saucer Investigation. P.O. Box 1971, Main Post

Office, Los Angeles 53, California. From: George D. Fawcett, Box 3401, Lynchburg

College, Lynchburg, Virginia. CUFOS archives. Copy in author's files.

5 August. Near Pacoima, California. (5:20 p.m.)

Mystery spheres speed over Laurel Canyon Boulevard.

A Mr. and Mrs. Leon A. "Bonotaux" [name not clear in records]lived just outside the city of

Pacoima near the intersection of Laurel Canyon Boulevard and Barnford Street. On the after

noon of August 5, 1951, two dull grey spheres about three feet in diameter appeared. The balls

were moving slowly through the air at treetop height above Laurel Canyon Boulevard. The

"Bonotauxs" were sitting un3er a tree and had a good view of the UFOs as they approached from

the direction of Van Nuys and reached Branford Street. The things traveled at a steady speed

they estimated was about 10-15 mph and which was against a strong headwind. When the

spheres reached the intersection, they lit up with a very bright light that pulsated. The two UFOs

turned away from the Boulevard and then zoomed vertically until out of sight. The witnesses'

impression was that the surge of bright light caused the acceleration in speed and the vertical

climb (See drawing by witnesses on page 33)
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(xx.) Pacima, California, report is taken from the APRO files. Film records of the ARPO files

up to the year 1956 are in the author's collection.

15 August. The "Lubbock Lights."

Letter to the editor ofLife Magazine:

"Sirs:

As observers ofthe Lubbocic lights, we feel the record requires that we

point out that the groups of objects shown in the Hart photographs are, in these

respects, essentially different from any ofthe 12 or more groups that we sighted.

1) All but three ofthe groups we sighted had no geometric form; those

three had no geometric form; those three were smooth arcs, not V-shaped.

2) Those three could not be conclusively determined to be composed of

individual lights, but certainly they were not made up oftwo distinct rows of

alternately spaced lights.

3) None ofour sightings was either bright enough, nor in view long

enough (3 seconds) to offer any possibility of being photographed.

4) Even if the lights we saw had been particularly rich in nonvisible ultra

violet light, they could not have been photographed without special equipment.

5) All ofour sightings were close to the same.speed of 30 degrees-per .

second, at which speed it would be impossible to follow them with a camera

accurately enough to obtain an unblurred image.

W. I. Robinson

A. G. Oberg

W. L. Ducker

E. F. George

Lubbock, Texas.

• Air Force experts had considered these objections ofProfessor Ducker and

and Doctors Oberg, Robinson and George. But they are still convinced that

Hart was able to get exposures ofthe two groups he saw (4 seconds for each to

cross the sky, 1 Vi minutes apart) and found no reason to repudiate his pictures

—ED." (xx.)

(xx.) "Letters to the Editor." Life 4 April 52.

Dr. Hynek asks a Mr. Madison to interview Carl Hart.

A Harvey Madison interviewed Carl Hart many years later when the UFO photographer was a

46-year-old computer programmer for the military. Hart was married with several children and

lived a quiet middle class life in Lubbock. Hart still insisted he had taken pictures of something

odd back in 1951, perhaps reflections of street lights on some atmospheric wave ofcold air, or

something of that sort. Madison had graduate training in counseling and considered Hart to have

a mature personality with conventional behavior modes.
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something ofthat sort. Madison had graduate training in counseling and considered Hart to have

a mature personality with conventional behavior modes. In a letter to Dr. Hynek, Madison said:

"Your request that I ask if he [Hart] thought he shot pictures ofthe same

thing the 'professors' sighted revealed some interesting facts: the address he

shot the pictures from (2332 19th St., backyard) is within several blocks (2or 3)
of the location the professors were observing from. He does feel he photo

graphed the same lights they saw. As for the discrepancy in brightness, he

feels he was just lucky to capture them when they were bright. There was ap

parently an attempt to label the Hart photos as a hoax by the professors at the

time ofthe sightings in 1951, as revealed by Mr. Hart's somewhat whimsical

tone when discussing them. He relates, however with no indication of anger,

that they were under considerable ridicule at the time, due to the popular feel

ing that they had seen ducks." (xx.)

(xx.) Letter: To: Dr. Hynek. From: Harvey Madison, 2422 14th St., Lubbock, Texas.
No date. CUFOS archives. Filed under "Lubbock, TX Nl 1951." Copy in

author's files.

The ridicule might explain why Prof. Ducker was so secretive about his findings when he

conducted tests to solvethe mystery. _He wouldn't agree.to release hisdatato E.J. Ruppelt., _ _

when the former BLUE BOOK chief contacted him in 1955, in regards to the writing of The

Report on Unidentified Flying Objects.

Dr. Ducker wasted no time in replying to Ruppelt. He sent a telegram. (See below)

Ttda b ■ full-rat*

T*k«nm or CiMa-
BNI UCllcM ta dfr-
land dktncKr b ln>

WESTERN
UNION

NL-N%ki Later

paint Aftp TIME H potot of d—tiniltBtt

F-cLUA5A3 NL PD=LUBBOCK TEX 17* 1555 MAR 17 FM 6 *

EDWARD J RUPPELT=

iVjOSIE AVE LONG BEACH CALIF*

REGRET CONSENSUS OF GROUP TS THAT PRESENT QUIET STATUS

SHOULD NOT BE-D1STURBED BY ANY FURTHER STATEMENTS FROM

thT"s™rouT can assure you that the natural phenomenon

«A_S OF S0_COMMONPLACE A NATURE AS TO HOLD LITTLE IF ANY-

NARRATIVE ,VAUUE PLEASE QUOTE NETTHER MY LETTEER

CONVERSATION NOR THIS WIRE REGARDS*
^■^DUCKERs,o

TOM OOKTUIT WILL BUOOEBTIONS FBOU IT» FATHOMS OOHOBKNtMO Tt* UKVIOt



36

Ruppelt replied on March 24, 1955:

"I want to assure you that commensurate with your wishes I will not quote

your letter, our telephone conversation, or the telegram to anyone or in my pro

posed book. I folly realize the position that you and Drs. Oberg and Robertson

are in and don't blame you a bit for not wanting to get back into the hassle again.

"If you ever should change your minds about releasing your data I would

appreciate it if you would let me kn6w about it. I still feel that you[r] solution

would do much more than just solve the Lubbock Lights jn that it would prove

that even the most 'mysterious' sounding flying saucer stories can have a simple

solution. Secondly it would scotch Menzel [The Harvard professor favored an

optical phenomenon as always] who was nothing but a continuous pain in the

posterior as far as I was concerned. And please do not quote me_on this." (xx.)

(xx.) Letter: To: Prof. W.L. Ducker, Department ofPetroleum Engineering, Texas Tech-

Nological College, Lubbock, Texas. From: Edward J. Ruppelt, 1911 Josie Ave.,

Long Beach 15, Calif. 24 March 55. Copy in author's files.

We now know Ducker's test results: "Ducks." Apparently the problem was that the solution

arrived at by Ducker confirmed the public ridicule about the professors' poor powers of ob-

servation. The ridicule could intensify. (In any case, this how I interpret the secrecy over

"Ducker's Ducks" and it might explain why Ruppelt used the puzzling moth explanation in his

revised edition—L. E. Gross)

Other reports of "Lubbock type" lights.

July or August [exact date not recalled] 1951. Amarillo, Texas, (about 9:00 p.m.)

A Mr. Heartill Cribb wrote Coral Lorenzen's APRO organization to tell of a "Lubbock type"

manifestation that passed over Amarillo, Texas. (See below) Letter from APRO files.

-o-

T*e next sighting was made in the summer of 1951...in Julv or
Aupust. I sent in reports at t*e time to TRUE magazine with the
correct dates. The time* about 9'00 in the evening. It was not ,
cloudy, hazy, foggy or snoggy. They flew In formation as smoothly i

as If t^tv had been locked together. Belov is a drawing as t^ev I
flew overhead folnt in a southeast direction. Their color was :

pale blue... /")••• .almost vMte. Hv art work is not the best '
~w so the single object above the dark line at
Cj p, t*e bottom of the page la representative of

t-J the size and shape of each individual
& r\ f object in the formation. The UFO's
* Oh gave off t>*eir ovn light....arain a very

Q n soft light like a glow wor». They flew
/* at a speed faster thift my aircraft then
* was capable of. No noire...no exhaust

f trail.

I swear that the above is true...I
have no reason to deliberately falsify

anything of such Importance* Because

of the nature of laportance I was
* positive of what I savj...Solid objects

Q under intelligent control.
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August 1951. Orlando, Florida. (8:30 p.m.)

V-formation floats over Orlando.

A Betty Spiller was playing in her yard with a girl friend one evening in August. It was a

clear summer night. The stars were visible but the moon was below the horizon. A weak breeze

was blowing. At 8:30 both girls spotted a V-formation ofabout 20 bright spots passing directly

overhead. The things were not moving fast and were about a half-dollar size at arm's length.

Here is what Betty saw:

"The objects were globular, giving off an intense white light. The edges

ofthe UFOs appeared to be slightly tinged with greenish-blue. This greenish-

blue cast appeared to be concentrated around the outer edges ofthe objects. The

UFOs were sharply outlined and made a pattern against the sky like a string of

luminous pearls.

"One thing that struck me about the objects was that they moved in a sort

of fluid motion, as a unit. They traveled so smoothly across the sky that it was

difficult to think ofthem as individual objects.

"One other thing we couldn't understand was the complete silence. This

and the weird lighting ofthe objects convinced us that they were not convention

al aircraft." (xx.)

(xx.) NICAP UFO report form. Bettey Spiller, 1024 Glendale St., Orlando, Florida.

Date ofreport: 20 June 1966. NICAP files. CUFOS archives.

Dr. James McDonald's notes:

Comments found in Dr. McDonald's notes, written in long hand and hard to read, state that

McDonald had talked to Professor Ducker in 1967. Ducker said the Lubbock incident, 4twas

very embarrassing to Texas Tech," and "took a hell of [lot of?] trouble to work it out." Also,

that he, "used a searchlight & binoculars -could see the feet on the little rascals [birds]." The
same notes say: "Ducker talked to Ruppelt in LAX when Ruppelt [was] at North American. This
[Lubbock UFO incident] was sticky, put them [the professors] on lunatic fringe & all. The [?]
profs were trying to get it out of [the] news. Wanted Ruppelt to get the explanation straight,

but didn't want his [Ducker] name used. They wanted it hushed up." (xx.)

(xx.) Dr. James McDonald papers. University of Arizona, Tucson, Arizona. Special

Collection Division. "Lubbock Lights" folder.

McDonald also had something to say about Carl Hart. McDonald refers to a "Al Rosenthal [?

-not sure of spelling] who was "Time's man there." (An area stringer for Time magazine?) Mr.

Rosenthal said Hart,"had been trying to get a photo in Life [magazine] for years." (xx.)

(xx.) Ibid.
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27 August. Vandalia, Illinios. (between 8:00 and 8:30 p.m.)

"It was all very spooky." (See below)

Vandalia (111*) Loader. Thursday, August $0t

'tffUT-VAS-JT* SPOTTED OVBR AIRPORT

It wasn't a flying sauoer* Jfor was it a conventional type sirplans.

But whatever it was, it has aroused tho curiosity of at laast five per

sons who saw it soaring through the air Monday'night (8/27)*
•it was a big orange light with blinding intensity when I first

noticed it over the southwest corner of the airport;" Bay Williams told
The Leader, "2 had just taxied out onto the runway preparing to take a

flight around the oity when I noti'oed the light* It was between 8 and
8iJO P.M. 1 oalled over the radio to the Qkk official on duty, Albert

Broakleo, and to Paul Reese, and asked them to take a look.

aThe lighted objeot disappeared into, the weet and we decided a*y-

be there was nothing to it. So I deolded to oontlnue with my flight

plans,4 Williams stated.
"Shortly after I had taken off I notloed the light again, approach

ing my plane. It came dlreotly at me and then olrolod ay plane twloe

before beading toward Greenville* I followed it and it Bade a olrole,_,
arouad that town and came baok toward Vandal!a, I last saw it near the

oountry olub. The OAA radioed a transport pilot who was passing over

Vandalia at the time at about 20,000 fast and be too saw the objeot**
"It was all Tory spooky,* the Vandalia airman said* "It wasn't

an airplane but whatever it was*the light was on the tall of It, and

there was a small red light on topi( Probably it was some military craft
from Soott Field making q test run**

;■*; i

The lighted objeot whioh appeared to have a 10 to 12-inoh lens,

was also seen by Owight Kerns la 0t» Elmo the soae evening*

files

Note by IBi This report, based only on;the news dipping, is included

in the ease diseussions in Projeot Orodge Status Report Bo* 1$

with the coraaent, In Appendix IVi pAa'attempt will be made to
obtain further information about this incident*"

In 8tatue Report #o* ,2» in ths chart on p* J, the oomment

readst ffio further lnveatigation* Ho oonoluelon*"

From the NIOAP edition of thi^piAlicatlfrn, pp. 15 &
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September/October (exact date not recalled) Cleveland, Ohio. (2:00 a.m.)

UFO visits airport.

A retired Cleveland police officer wrote to Donald Keyhoe to say:

"I have seen such a strange device -to my opinion a flying saucer (UFO),

which was ruby red, about 2:00 a.m., either in September or October of 1951. I

was stunned as to its appearance and'maneuver ability -it was hovering over

our Cleveland, Ohio, Airport. It was round in diameter about the size of a good

two story house, and seemed to be standing on edge.

"At first it was standing still and with unbelievable speed it shot to the

right -then to the right again and back to the left -then upward at terrific speed

which was unbelievable and vanished. This all took place in about 20 seconds."

(xx.) Letter: To: Donald Keyhoe (NICAP). From: W.F.Frawley, 1019 East 2nd St.
Hope, Arkansas, (no date) NICAP files. CUFOS archives. Copy in author's

Files.

Fall 1951. Korean area, (night)

UFO circled fleet? (See letter on page 40)

Fall 1951. Somewhere between Chattanooga and Birmingham, (no time)

The note below was found in NICAP files.

Ttf FALL OF 1951 JOHN R. 'D0TS0N, PRIVATE PILOT, AND
NEIGHBOR KNOWN AS "MR. GREEN" WERE ENROUTE FROM
BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA TO CHATTANOOGA, TENNESSEE.

UFO FLEW AT NINE O'CLOCK PARALLEL TO THEM FOR
APPR0X. 30 MINUTES MAINTAINING CONSTANT DISTANCE
AND ALTITUDE. FIVE SMALLER OBJECTS APPEARED TO
FLY OUT OF THE LARGER ONE AND REVOLVE AROUND IT.
THEY WOULD FLY CLOCKWISE AND THEN REVERSE TO COUNTER
CLOCKWISE. THE INSTANT THAT JOHN REACHED RADIO RANGE
AND DEPRESSED THE RADIO BUTTON ON HIS INSTRUMENT PANEL,

THE UFO DISAPPEARED INSTANTLY.

Late summer 1951. Eddington, Maine, (about 3:00 p.m.)

"They asked me what I had been drinking."

A Mr. Hooper wrote to CSI Los Angeles after reading about the group in Life magazine:

"...it happened the last part of last summer [1951], soon after I saw it I rushed
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LCDR if. C. Davies

NAKTU, Box L

U. S. Naval Air Station

Jacksonville, Florida

.May 16, 1957

National Investigation Committee ^17(77)^011 FIT?
On Aerial Phenomena

Washington 6, D. C.

Attn: Major Donald E. Keyhoe

Dear Sir:

In reply to your letter of 8 May 1957 the following information is
submitted for your evaluation. Due to the length of time involved since

this incident happened; speeds, times and no of radars involved should

not be considered accurate, but are the beat.l Cc-n.

My background is a Naval Aviator with approximately 4,000 hours.

At the time of the incident I waa deployed with an Anti-Submarine
Squadron aboard a CVE class carrier, I was assigned Air Crew Training

Officer and prior to deployment had attended CIC Air Controller School

At Point Lgma, also Air Borne Air Controller School and Airborne Early

Warning School both located at NAS, San Diego. This was not a visual

sighting, but a radar sighting.

The night in question was in the fall of 1951 in the Korean area.

The time of day I do not recall except that it was at night, I was

riding with a radar operator, which I often did to check on their

Proficiency.

We were flying at 5,000 feet, solid instruments, with our Wingman

flying a radar position about 3 miles astern and slightly to our right

or left. The target,which was slightly larger than our wingman, I

picked up on our scope, had been circling the fleet; it left the fleet

and joined up on us a position behind our wingman approximately the same

position he held on us. I reported the targgt to the ship and was Informed

that the target was also held on the shipsA;fo\£?teen (l£ in number); and
for us to get a visual sighting if possible. This waa impossible .

because of the clouds. The target retained his relative position for
approximately five (5) minutes and then departed in excess of one thousand

miles per hour. He departed onAstraight course and was observed to the

maximum distance of my radar which was two hundred miles.

Upon completion of my flight an unidentified flying object report

was completed at which time I was informed'that the object was held on

Ships radars for approximately seven hours.

I sincerely hope this lnvdrmation la of some value to you. I am

very much Interested in flying saucers and have feed several books

about them, of which I preferred yours.

Sincerely yours,

U. C. DAVIEo



41

in and told my wife, and next door neighbor, and they asked me what I had been

drinking, but the same day we saw in the Boston papers, the following day, where

the same objects had been sighted on Cape Cod [the Rogers/Ballard case?]. Well

here's my experience.

"It was around three o'clock in the afternoon. I was down in my back field,

walking along the edge of the field when I heard this funny noise. It sounded ex

actly like a swarm of bees, so much so, that I started to look around to see where

they were, but I couldn't seem to locate the source ofthe sound, until I looked

overhead, and there was a very large' object, approximately as long as a large

bomber is wide, and it was surly not very high up as I could make out the different

features of it very well. I would say it wasn't a bit higher than a small cub [piper

cub?] flys, and it was going about the same speed, and it was shaped like a fat egg,

only it was more flat, and it had two different colors. It had a kind ofover hanging

edge over it similar to this . and the edges were

a different color than the ^***Z %*^ T under side or top.

I watched it for a few -^Zj**!!^^- --- * minutes, and then I
started running across the field towards the

house, when I had gone approximately 500 feet, I stopped to watch it again, and

all of a sudden it went almost straight up completely out of sight, and when it turn

ed up was when I got a good look at the top of it, but it didn't pick up speed until

after it turned up, but it went out of sight like a flash. It left no smoke or vapor be-

hind it as I could see. It was a bright metal but not so bright as any ofour metals

are. It had altogether a different look, but I do want to say again there surly was a

noise coming from it." (xx.)

(xx.) Letter: To: CSI Los Angeles. From: J.B. Hooper. RD#1. East Holden, Maine.

April 4, 1952. CUFOS archives. Copy in author's files.

31 August. Matador, Texas. (12:45 p.m. CST)

"Hostility suspicions."

When Dr. James McDonald reviewed this case in BLUE BOOK files, he noted with interest it

was investigated by Air Force special agents: "As with the presence of special agents in green

fireball episodes of 1948, one wonders if hostility suspicions had emerged. Interesting to note,

here as in the green fireball file the distinctly professional tone ofthe investigative approach.

Lack oftendentious air so strong in typical BB case discussions. Very businesslike, very dis

crete, systematic, biases undetectable." (xx.)

■•

(xx.) Dr. James McDonald papers. University of Arizona, Tucson, Arizona. Special

Collections Division. Box 16. "31 Aug 1951 Matador, Texas."

The Ft. Monmouth case, the explosive meeting presided over by General Cabell, and the re-

vitalization ofproject GRUDGE, as revealed by Lt. Jerry Cummings.

Part One: How it all began, and the trouble with Rogers, James, and Watson. What project

GRUDGE was really like before October 1951.
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This is from an interview ofJerry Cummings on January 14, 1955, after he had left the Air

Force:

"Jerry said that on the afternoon of September [?] 1951 he was in the office

[BLUE BOOK] when he got a call from Lt. Col. Rosengarten, who was chief

of the Aircraft and Propulsion Section at ATIC. Rosy was our boss. Rosy

had a wire that had come in from Ft. Monmouth telling about the sightings

there ofthe past few days. The wire was about 4 feet long and very detailed.

It was obvious from the tone ofthe wire that it had created quite a stir at Ft.

Monmouth.

"When the wire had come into Fieling's office (Col Bruno Fieling, Chief

of the Analysis Division) about 1300 [hours] he had sent it onto Capt. Roy

James in the Electronics Branch since the sighting involved radar. Somehow

Jim Rogers, ex-chiefof Blue Book (at the time it was Grudge) had gotten into

the act. Rogers and James were laughing about the whole thing when Cumm

ings first heard about it. He was a bit hacked because he was supposed to have

the Project but there was nothing that he could do. The reason for the interest

by Rogers and James, supposedly the first team, was that there had been a rum

ble [rumor?] that someone in Washington was interested and a quick answer was

needed. Cummings was 'too slow.'" (xx.)

(xx.) These are notes taken by E.J. Ruppelt during lunch with Cummings on January 14,

1955. Ruppelt was gathering information for his book on UFOs. Copy of notes in

author's files.

Part two: What GRUDGE was really like.

Cummings tells Ruppelt how GRUDGI? "solved" cases:

"After they [Rogers and James] messed around with the report for awhile,

speculating on what they could use for an answer, Rosy had gotten wind of the

report and he went into Fieling's office to complain that if he was responsible

for the UFO reports he should be the first one to get them. Rogers was called

in and he gave the report to Rosy. Rogers already had an answer, 'the whole

outfit were a bunch of young impressionable kids and the T-33 crew had seen a

reflection.' Rogers had supposedly reported these findings to Col. Watson, the

Chiefof ATIC, and Watson had supposedly bought the idea. Rosy didn't like

this answer and Cummings like [d] it less, when he saw the wire in Rosy's

office.

"They decided not to call in James again because neither one ofthem trusted

his judgement. Cummings was just getting ready to go over to Wright Field to

get someone from the Radiation Lab to take a look at the report when a wire came

in from Washington. The time was now about 1600 [hours]. The wire indicated

that General Cabel! had seen a copy ofthe wire from Monmouth and that he want

ed to know what ATIC thought. Rogers put the pressure on to send his answer

back to the Pentagon and 'get them off our backs.' He claimed that Watson was

in agreement with him (Possible Watson wasn't there. If Watson wasn't there it
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was Dunn, but this doesn't sound like Dunn. Jerry kept saying Watson). Both
Rosy and Cummings were against this and when it looked as if Rogers might be
going to win out when someone (I didn't get who) called the Pentagon and talked
to Gen. Cabell's assistant, a colonel. This colonel was very surprised to hear that
there was even any question as to whether or not anyone would go out and investi
gate the report so whoever it was from ATIC that was on the phone weaseled
around to make it sound as if they were going to Monmouth and had planned to do

it all of the time. The colonel, Cabell's assistant, added that the General had said
that he wanted this report fully investigated and that if they weren't getting the

proper cooperation they should call him or the General and get him out of bed, if

necessary." (xx.)

(xx.) Ibid.

Part three: "Rosy" (Col. Rosengarten) and Lt. Cummings travel to New Jersey.

The interview continues:

"With this it was decided that a trip should be made and Rosy and Cummings
got a hurried set oforders and were on their way. When they got to New Jersey
they called the Pentagon and found that Cabell had left word that he was to be
briefed at the earliest possible moment. The General said that he wanted to be

briefed on Monday (??) at the latest.
"When they got to Monmouth, Cummings and Rosy got in touch with the OD

[Office ofthe Day] and the OD got them transportation. The Signal Corps was very

cooperative. They talked to all concerned and got their story.
"The pilot and passenger ofthe T-33 flew up to Mitchell (??) and Rosy and

Cummings went over their [there] to taflc to them. They were both completely sold
that the UFO was real. They didn't have any idea what it was but they were con

vinced that it was something 'intelligently controlled.'
"(It is interesting to note that weeks later, when we proved, at least to my [Rup-

pelt] satisfaction, that the UFO was a balloon, the two officers said that we were
nuts. They found several holes in our analysis.)" (xx.)

(xx.) Ibid.

Part four: Why the secrecy? The interview went on to state:

"Rosy and Jerry found that the press had gotten a hold ofthe story and they
didn't like it one bit. At this time the UFO project was a fairly well guarded
secret for two reasons; (1) Many people believed that these UFOs were from
were from outer space and they didn't want to cause any alarm, and (2) the other
faction, led by Watson, and obediently followed by Rogers and James, believed
that if you stuck your head deep enough into the sand that they would go away.
In addition. Watson had been telling the reporters that the Project was dead.
(Cabell read this, evidently, but he was for keeping it all quiet and thought that

this story from ATIC was just a cover-up).
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"The story had leaked out when the T-33 crew talked to the tower and when

they had inadvertently talked to each other on VHF instead ofthe intercom. Later

on they were talking in a bar and a reporter overheard them. Both ofthese bits of

intelligence were put together and the local story evolved." (xx.)

(xx.) Ibid.

Part five: The radar logs.

The interview continues:

"Cummings somewhere got word that the ADC radar site at or near Sandy

Hook had been picking up targets at the same time as the activity was going on at

Monmouth so he went to [the] site to try to find out what was going on. He got a

very cold reception and had to call the Duty Officer at the D/I to get into the place.

When he did he found out that things were all fouled up. The radar logs showed

unidentified targets but the officer-in-charge said that the targets were weather,

then another office said that they were SAC aircraft on a classified training mission.

The log didn't show this however. Jerry did think that he established that the radar

had no target other than the T-33 at the time of the sighting.

"When Rosy and Cummings finished they couldn't get a flight to Washington^

they again called the Pentagon to see if they could get an aircraft to come up after

them. They didn't have aircraft that intelligence could get so the Pentagon said to

charter a plane. This they did." (xx.)

(xx.) Ibid.

Part six: The meeting in Washington. .

Cummings tells about the explosive "Cabell" meeting:

"When they got to Washington [Rosy and Cummings] they cleaned up and

went out to the Pentagon and General Cabell had a meeting set up. There were

several people from the aircraft industry at the meeting. How they had found out

about the meeting, Jerry didn't know. One of the men was a Mr. Brewster from

Republic Aircraft.

"The whole meeting was recorded on wire but several weeks later, at ATIC,

at the direction of either Col. Watson or Al Deyarmond, the wire was destroyed. I

heard it before it was destroyed, however.

"The meeting was a rough one. While Jerry and Rosy were in New Jersey

the General had done a little bit of checking. He had called ATIC and talked to

Rogers and it was obvious that Rogers didn't have the answers that the General

thought he should have. He got a good clue that Project Grudge had been scuttled

a long time before.

"When the briefing was rolling the General asked Jerry to give a resume of

what had been taking place on Project Grudge. Jerry told me that he looked at Rosy

and got the OK sign, so he cut loose. He told how every report was taken as a huge
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joke; that at the personal direction of Watson, Rogers, Watson's #1 stooge, was

doing everything to degrade the quality ofthe reports; and how the only analysis
consisted of Roger's trying to think up new and original explanations that hadn't

been sent to Washington before. Rogers couldn't even find half ofthe reports.

"The General then got on his horse. He said, *I want an open mind, in fact

I order an open mind. Anyone that doesn't keep an open mind can get out, now.

"As long as there is any element of doubt, the Project will continue.'

"About this time one of the General's staff suggested that since there were

industry observers present, maybe the remarks should be kept objective or that

the industry people should leave. This got the Old Man and he said that he didn't

care how embarrassing it was, he wasn't ashamed to give people the devil in front

of strangers.

"He said that the apparent disregard of his orders were a source ofconcern.

He complimented Cummings and Rosy by saying that he was glad to 'get action.'

"The General asked about the results ofthe investigations of several other

good sightings but a telephone check to ATIC showed that they had been lost, no

one ever could find them.

"His next question was: 'Why do I have to stir up the action? Anyone can

see that we do not have a satisfactory answer to the saucer question.' (xx.)

(xx.) Ibid.

Part seven: The revitalization ofGRUDGE.

Cabell gives new orders:

"Cabell went on to say that he wanted some action. He wanted the Project

reorganized and he wanted all ofthe directives reissued because, he said, it was

obvious that they were not being followed.

"Then, Jerry told me, the General looked at his staffof colonels for about 45

seconds and said, 'I've been lied to, and lied to, and lied to. I want it to stop. I

want the answer to the saucers and I want a good answer.' He started in on the

Mantell sightings and said that he had never heard such a collection ofcontradic

tory and indefinite statements. He said that he thought that he had a big activity

operating and found out the only man, and apparently incompetent one at that,

rumbling around trying to make excuses.

"Col. Porter (whom I consider to be one ofthe most totally incompetent men

in the Air Force for reasons other than the UFO Project) was his old stupid self and

said that he still thought that the Project was a waste of time. The General's reply

was that he didn't consider himself a crackpot or impressionable person and that he

had a great deal of doubt in his mind that the saucers were all 'hoaxes, hallucina

tions or the misinterpretation ofknown objects.' He took a swing at the famous

Grudge Report by saying that it was the 'most poorly written, unconclusive piece

of unscientific trip' that he'd ever seen.

"The General ended up the meeting by giving a pep talk and saying that he

thought that things would change and that the saucers would become respective

[respectable?]. He said that he was going to keep an open mind and that he wanted



46

the same from his staff.

"Cummings and Rosy came back to ATIC but the battle wasn't over. Watson

hadn't been at the meeting, he had sent Col. Dunn. Watson didn't openly fight the

Project but he drug his feet for all he was worth. It wasn't until Watson went to

Europe that the Project began to pick up." (xx.)

(xx.) Ibid.

"Mr. Brewster."

Two special R/D projects were authorized under the renewed UFO effort at ATIC. One was

the study of general characteristics found in UFO reports, which would be conducted by the

Battelle Memorial Institute and would result in the famous Special Report #14. The second is

not generally known to UFOlogists and it concerns "Mr. Brewster" who was in attendance at

the Cabell meeting in Washington. (See the Routing and Record Sheet on page 47)

Speculation: The study of"general characteristics" project may have been linked with the

"Unified Field Theory" project. It seems Mr. Brewster was going to use the data from the

general characteristics to prove his ideas. It should be noted that Brewster, with a Mr. John

son, asked to talk with the UFO witnesses Rogers and Ballard ofthe Ft. Monmouth case.

Granted permission, Brewster and Johnson inquired about ground track, color, altitude, head

ing, and specifically any exhaust. Apparently the two men from Republic Aviation wanted

more information about what was observed, instead ofjust quizzing theoretical physicists

at Harvard.

Ruppelt and the "Unified Field Theory."

This is from a page that was cut from, the final draft ofRuppelt's UFO book that mentions the

"Unified Field Theory." It says: "Einstein's Unified Field Theory which links gravitation

and electromagnetism may be the key to an *anti-gravity shield' but this concept is in such a

state of infancy that few, if any, people in the world even partially understand its potentiali

ties." (xx.)

(xx.) Rough draft of Ruppelt's book with sections crossed out. Chapter 15 page 6. Copy of

the manuscript in the author's files.

Atomic power.

For some reason, all references in the rough draft ofRuppelt's UFO book mentioning "atomic

power" were deleted. It is known the military mounted a serious effort to build an atomic

powered bomber. Perhaps security considerations prompted the omissions. Here is one of the

sections omitted:

"Ever since the first UFO sighting was reported, people have speculated about

how 'flying saucers' are powered. Answers to this fundamental question have run

the gamut from the 'anti-gravity shield' to the turbojets used in today's aircraft.

Somewhere between the near fantasy and fact falls the possibility of atomic plants.
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DECLASSIFIED PER iAcCUTIVE'ORDER 12356, icctlon 3.3,

ROUTING AND RECORD SHEET

NO.

RLE
NO.

SUBJECT: (Unclassified) Directorate of Intelligence Research and Development

Raqulremanta, Fiscal Years 1952 and 1953

TOi Plans DiTision, Directorate of Intelligence, DC3/0

ATTENTION! Colonel JS. S. Leiand

FROMi Directorate of Intelligence, DCS/O

DATE 19 0CT1951

COMMENT NO._i
Lt Ool Shoop/rlp/52466
AFOIH-V/TC

1* The following Researoh and Development projects are required for fiscal

1952 and 1953 by the Directorate of Intelligence i *';_>^ ' .* -3^jl

a. Scientific examination of all files relating to the phenomena of unidint:
ified flying objects, in order to determine the feasibility of existence of flying
objects with the general characteristics observed. ,, ,

Batlaated timei

Estimated cost*

Sight (8) montha
$35,000.00

b. The lnveatigation of the 'unified field theory* to determine if it is

feasible to produce energy applicable to aircraft propulsion.

Estimated time*

Estimated coat*

Six (6) months
$35,000.00

c. Remarks 1 Cue of the by-products of the general field of Einstein's Theory

of Relativity analysis was the endowment of energy with the characteristics of mass,
the inter-relation between gravitation and inertia and the recognition of various

*lelds of force as being different aspects of a ooannon phenomenon - the •unified field
theory.* This theory has been explained by Minkowaki In terms of the it-dimensional

•space-time" or 'Minkowaki world" called a •world line.1

d. There are only a few, if any, mathematical scientists who understand _

such advanced and complicated theory. It should be clearly understood at the onset
of this project that only pure theoretical concepts are available as a basis for

further investigation.

e. The Republic Aviation Company, through Mr. Brewater, has expressed
interest in this project. Ha stated that experiments would be made by Republio
Aviation Company at their own expense to determine the possibility of generating

energy by acme application of the "unified field theory.*

WILLIAM A. ADAUS ,.,,

Colonel►.USAjr;, - -wv'\
Deputy Chief, Evaluation Di
Directorate of Intelligence

CONFIDENTIAL
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"IfUFOs exist as some type ofpowered craft, one thing is certain, the power

required for them to attain the reported speeds and accelerations must be tremend

ous. Conceivably, atomic energy could supply this power. Potentially almost

limitless, atomic power is within our reach today. We have the energy now; only

the job ofcontrolling and using it remains to be accomplished.

"Steps in this direction have already been taken. For the past three years,

[this was written in 1955] several companies, including Pratt & Whitney Aircraft,

have been engaged in developing atomic engines for airplanes. In the fall of 1954,

the Air Force, in conjunction with Pratt & Whitney initiated work on the Hartford

Research Facility, a research laboratory for furthering atomic airplane engine de

velopment. Although the exact way that atomic power will be utilized to propel

aircraft is a highly classified secret the basic ideas are common knowledge. In our

conventional jet engines air is taken in at the front, compressed, heated and blown

out the end of the engine. The airplane is pushed through the air because ofthe

same laws ofphysics that say that if you lay a gun on ice, reach down and pull the

trigger, the bullet will go in one direction and the gun will go sliding off in the

other. A jet engine does the same thing, the compressed and heated air goes in

one direction and the airplane goes in the other. The role ofatomic energy will be

to heat the air in the jet engine, a job now relegated to the gasoline-kerosene mix

ture known as jet fuel. The amount ofheat available is directly proportional to the

power that is available so as soon as we learn to control the heat and develop met

als to withstand it we may have unlimited power for our aircraft.

"But there is one 'hooker' -«ven though a few kilograms of fissionable ma

terials would equal several million gallons ofjet fuel -the fissionable material has

to be shielded to keep its radiation from harming anyone. The weight of this

shielding, plus the weight ofthe machinery needed to change the heat ofthe fis

sionable material to heat [He is probably thinking in terms of heat exchange by

means ofa fluid] that can be utilized in the jet engine is enormous and it may be

proven that it is not even practical to use an atomic engine in an airplane if so

much weight has to be carried [Atomic powered submarines had little trouble

meeting these conditions.]. So the thinking along the lines of how to use atomic

power in airplanes is changing." (xx.)

(xx.) Ibid.

It is at this point that Ruppelt mentioned Einstein's Unified Field Theory, a statement which

has already been quoted. He then suggests there may be options:

"The step between the jet or rocket engine, and the 'antigravity shield,' is that

of using an energy beam to get the same effect as a jet engine or rocket -that of

shooting 'something' out the back of a power plant to push it ahead. This 'some

thing' could be 'atomic radiation.' Anytime there is a nuclear reaction in an atomic

bomb or an atomic pile, billions of particles come shooting out at the speed of light.

Although these particles are almost weightless they do weight a little. If the flow of

these particles could be in some way controlled and they could all be shot in one di

rection, they could accomplish the same thing that the hot air accomplishes when it

comes out ofthe tail end ofa jet engine or that the bullet does when it comes out of
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the gun that was lying on the ice.

"The principle ofthe energy beam is also still in its bare infancy but it is a pos

sibility, and according to many scientists whom I talked to, it is a good possibility

for powering our future aircraft. One scientist at Oak Ridge stuck his neck out -he

said that we'd be using it in fifteen years.

"I [Ruppelt] was interested in learning all about these various ideas ofpropul

sion because it is likely that if anyone had developed the art of aerodynamics to the

'flying saucer' stage they would have also put the atom to work as an aerial prime

mover. " '"

"On project Blue Book, I heard these theories of new.types ofpropulsion dis

cussed many times. Whenever I briefed a group ofscientists, civilian or military,

on the evidence ofour investigations, the subject would come up: the theory that

UFOs might be atomic powered. And there was always a rumor of events which

gave a semblance of a basis for the theory. The rumor was classified as such be

cause everyone I met had heard it second hand and didn't know where it originated.

But if the rumor were true, we were in possession ofthe first tangible non-visual

evidence for testing the existence ofUFOs and the existence ofUFOs and the nature

of their engines -a very important point because we lacked physical evidence of

anything associated with the UFO." (xx.)

(xx.) Ibid.

In his published text, at this point, Ruppelt launches into what he calls "The Radiation Story."

Ruppelt does not name the place or the people involved in the beginnings ofthe story, but the in

formation has since been obtained. The place was the powerhouse on the grounds of the

Palomar Observatory atop Mt. Wilson in southern California. It seems the Naval Electronic

Laboratory of Pasadena had installed some Geiger counters and recording equipment in the

building in connection with a Navy cosmic ray contract.

Some correlations were apparently achieved by accident between the sightings ofUFOs near

Mt. Wilson and increased radiation readings. Two ofthe officials we can name were a G.L.

Bloom and a J.P. Maxfield. The dates ofthe UFO sightings were the 14th, 17th, and 21st of
October 1949. (A complete account ofthis is given in my monograph UFOs A History 1949

July-December pp. 50-52)

Note: An investigation into radiation correlations required help from any chance visual obser

vations ofUFOs by persons in the Mt. Wilson area. This led to George Adamski's minor in

volvement, and no doubt was the reason for Ruppelt's visit to a meeting ofthe Los Angeles-

based Civilian Saucer Investigations organization on April 2, 1952. Ruppelt was accompanied

to the CSI gathering by Col S.H. Kirtland. An official liaison with the civilian group was es

tablished. (See my monograph UFOs: A History 1949 July-December, pp.31-32.

Speculation: The apparent interest shown by UFOs in atomic facilities and missile tests may

not be motivated by a fear of any weapons system. Over the last half-century the development

and production of atomic weapons has continued without any overt action to counter it by UFOs.

Perhaps the key to the UFO's propulsion is in some way nuclear and "they" are checking for any

progress in that area? It's certainly true UFOs have been reported taking a very close look at
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atomic warheads in storage and mounted on missiles, but nothing happened (that the public

knows of). The only example of the possible intervention in the operational use ofa nuclear

weapon took place decades after 1950s when it was claimed a UFO may have changed a tar-

getting code on a ICBM. Another thought is that the U.S. nuclear arsenal was being countered

from the beginning by the UFOs perfecting the neutralizing oftargeting, detection, and delivery

systems ofthe country's defense network. Taking out storage areas and missile sites need not

be required.

UFO sightings by the General Mills people.

Dr. James McDonald relates the results of his inquiry. (See letter on page 51)

15 October. Colonel Watson loses out.

With ATIC (Air Force Intelligence) assuming its own separate identity in mid-year, Col. Wat

son saw his chance during the organizational shake up to rid his command of the UFO headache.

There were two directives in force that gave instructions on where to forward UFO reports, and
they were in conflict. One said the Air Defense Command and the other Air Force Intelligence

(AMC). Watson argued that little if any results had been obtained from the study of UFOs, es

pecially evidence of foreign devices. He reasoned that ADC should have the problem, which

then would be handled with normal operational procedures. A Colonel Glover was assigned the

job of settling the matter. On October 15* he notified ATIC that he had determined that the

mere fact that UFOs were not a weapon of a foreign power made UFO reports the jurisdiction of

ATIC which specialized in technical problems, (xx.)

(xx.) Memorandum for Record. AFOIN-P/PL/Col Glover/jp/72826. Wrtn 15 Oct 51.

SECRET. Copy in author's files.

22 October. General Cabell issues orders.

Following Colonel Glover's recommendations, General Cabell issued formal orders to ATIC at

Wright Field (Since Col. Watson was in the process of leaving for another assignment, the order

was addressed merely to: "Chief, Air Technical Intelligence Center."). In a way, Cabell*s direc

tive was something of a compromise. It said that ADC and ATIC shared responsibility. While

the study ofUFOs was to continue, the revitalization ofGRUDGE did not have to mean a large

new project. The new effort was to be "at least a small section specifically designated to do the

job." An expansion of effort, a "bigger BLUE BOOK plan," was drawn up by Ruppelt in 1952

but it never materialized (See my monograph UFOs A History 1952: November-December,

pp.80-90.) A possible factor,in the failure to activate the "bigger BLUE BOOK plan" was the

death of Stalin in March 1953, to say nothing ofthe development of the H-Bomb which many

thought made war improbable. General Cabell wrote:

"The reporting and analysis of sightings of unidentified flying objects

continues to be an intelligence production requirement of the Air Technical

Intelligence Center. It is therefore not considered desirable to shift the res

ponsibility for this function to the Air Defense Command as was recom

mended in paragraph seven, basic communication [See Col. Watson's letter
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THE UNIVERSITY OF ARIZONA

TUCSON, ARIZONA 85721

INSTITUTE OF ATMOSPHERIC PHYSICS

10-3-66

Dear Dick:

This la for Insertion In the NICAP file on tne October 10 and 11,
1951 flighting by Joseph J«, Kallagewskl, General Mllla engineer^

^^^■■■■■■■■■■■[iHBBBBQBHBB^ A reference to the sighting
of 0630, Oot. 11 will be found In Keyhoe!a FSPOS, p» U9.
Charles B. Moore, now of New Mezloo Institute of Mining & Technology,

but then with General Mills, told me a number of details of these

sightings and sent me Xeroxes of lntra-oompany raemos on them. My

purpose In phoning Eal was primarily to determine if,' In the Inter
vening yeers be had had any reasons to alter his Interpretation or

his conviction of the reality of' the sightings.

As to the latter, Kalwas quite emphatic, "I definitely saw
something there", and he described It as a clear-cut observation,

not a marginal one. He said that Its maneuvers suggested to him
something like controlled action, though he was quite careful to

remark that this was only an Impression and he had no way of oon-

fInning such an Interpretation* Slnoe Keyhoe'a account does not
mention It, perhaps X should note here that the memo report describes
It as follows: "This bbjeot was peculiar In that It had what can
be described as a halo around It with a dark undersurfaoe. It crossed

rapidly and then slowed down and started to climb In lazy olri&es
slowly. The" pattern It j/lW/rtW made was like a falling oak leaf
Inverted, It went thru these gyrations for a couple minutes and
then with a very rapid acceleration disappeared to the east. This
object, Dick and I wateohed for approximately five minutes."

Both the Oot, 11 and the 0ct. 10 sighting werv made from a light
plane while tra/eking Skyhook balloons* l«BMM«MU**H*M«iBBM*M*

The Oot. IE case was made while flying a few miles north of Minneapo
lis. Observers on the ground at the U. of Minn, airport, manning
theodolites, managed to get a poor glimpse of the Oct.11 obieot,
Beelng it well enough to make out elongated, or olgar, shape.^

Moore sent me a Xgros of a letter of Oot. 20, 1951 from P, B.
Jewett, Dlreotor, Aeronautioal Laboratories, General Mills, which
went to Zuckert, Asst. Secry., Air Force, reporting Kal's two sight-
Ings. Capt. Ruppelj: and a olvillan oame to Gen. Mills to talk with
Kal about It ("to try to knook our story down", as Kal put it cynically
to me on the phone today). Kal seemed to feel strongly that the USAF
handling of the UFO problem was pretty shabby. He was a P-38 pilot
in the war, and Intimated that he knew how military foulups can oocur.
Charlie Moore describes him as "a knowledgeable, hard-headed guy.
He (Kal) dearly remains firmly convinced, 15 years later, that whatever
It was that he^saw on those two successive days was no conventional
objeot. He has never seen another UFO since then.

6t)onaM
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of April 23rd], This is not to imply that the Air Defense Command will not be

kept informed ofany developments in this field, but to emphasize the fact that at

the present time the problem concerns both technical intelligence and air defense.

"It is desired that your headquarters energetically conduct a continuing an

alysis of information and material you receive on this subject, and further that

you remain prepared to provide this headquarters with up-to-date information as

conditions demand. [-Words not clear] ...it is directed that you continue to have

at least a small section specifically designated as responsible for this function."

(xx.)

(xx.) Letter: To: Chief, Air Technical Intelligence Center, Wright-Patterson AFB, Dayton,

Ohio. From: C.P. Cabell, Major General, USAF, Director of Intelligence. Dept. of the

Air Force, Hq. USAF, Washington 25, D.C. 22 October 1951. SECRET. Copy in

author's files.

16 October. Hastings, Minnesota, (daytime?)

Because of the other sightings in the region by General Mills people, this incident may be im

portant. Also, Air Force Captain D.K. Slayton spotted a UFO over the city of Hastings on

December 12th. A Mr. Cremer wrote CSI Los Angeles:

"On or about October 16th 1951,1 saw an object at a distance of about 60

rods, and about 500 feet high in the sky, [flying] in my judgement at a speed of

about 200 miles per hour. I observed this object for a distance ofabout 80 rods.

It appeared to be about four feet in diameter, two and half feet deep, and it look

ed like a round object made of Galvenized[sic] Steel. [It was]...going in the

direction northwest headed for St. Paul, Minnesota After I had mentioned it

to my neighbors what I had seen, they all remarked that it must have been an

optical delusion [sic], but I started no arguments, etc." (xx.)

(xx.) Letter: To: CSI Los Angeles. Main Port Office. Box 1971, Los Angeles, Cailf.

From: P.H. Cremer, Hastings, Minnesota. March 6,1952. CUFOS archives.

22 October. Waterbury, Connecticut, (approximately 11:15 a.m.)

Object stops, makes right angle turn.

Mr. Cremer's letter quoted above was one ofmany sent to the California organization after the

group was featured in Life magazine in 1952. A Mr. Mascoli Jr. also wrote Ed Sullivan's CSI:

"On Oct. 22,1951, at approximately 11:15 a.m., I saw an object in the sky

which closely fits some of the descriptions given in "Life," and previous news

paper reports concerning the flying discs. I did not report this to anyone at the

time, for fear ofbeing ridiculed and I'm not one beset by hallucinations.

"I was working at a Super Market in Waterbury, Conn., and had gone

outside to help unload a truck of frozen foods. It was a clear day, and the sky at

the time was cloudless. I happened to look up at the sky, and saw an elliptical
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shaped object coming from the northwest. I have no idea how high or how large

the object was, so I won't attempt a guess, but I did see it very clearly. It was

traveling quite fast, well over 800 rap.h., or perhaps much faster. Not knowing

its height, I may be wrong. However, I watched it come almost directly over

head, and then it stopped almost abruptly and stood practically motionless for

about six seconds. It then went off at a right angle, heading northeast. The top

of the stone building then blocked my view, preventing me from following it

further. However, I did get a good look at it, and it was definitely elliptical,

with clearly defined edges. A sort of"silvery white" is about the best descrip

tion I can give of its color. This diagram may give you an idea of what I saw:

0i Se Roof

FAffU

HORTt*

"That's the story. I don't know how much it will mean to your group." (xx.)

(xx.) Letter: To: Ed J. Sullivan. P.O. Box 1971. Main Post Office. Los Angeles, Calif.

From: Jerry M. Mascoli, Jr. R.& D. #2. Waterbury 82, Connecticut. April 8, 1952.

CUFOS archives.

Vincent Bryant and "radar-writeoffs."

The UFO case in this instance is secondary to the remarks of Dr. James McDonald. There

may have been changes at project GRUDGE but "radar writeoffs" continued. Dr. McDonald

considered the North Truro report just one example. (See BLUE BOOK case file card below)

I OATC

22 Oc'-ober 1951

1 OATf-TIMC CROUF

T CK.1BZ - 01222

i. PHOTOS

OTm

1 LENGTH Of MSC4VATKM

U Minutes

North Truro, Has*

4. rrrt op oftenvat ion

*. lOUflCE

Radar Operators
«■ MUHOCROF OSJCCTl

1

11. CONCLUtMMU

Im Alicratt

+lt Alrcfrfl
lUr Alnnfi

Wat A«*i>—■!«■<

10. IRItP UiMMARY OP UCHT1M0 It COUHCKTI

Radar Report. SO) CASE FILE

EVALUATION. . . INSUFFICIENT DATA

The weather ijiToraation does not support tempera ti
probably are other dlscrecanclaa in the upper

propagation. The possibility that msteora entt.

cannot be disregarded, and nay be the answer tc

ioniiation of the air which should increase th<
the condition supports this theory, tether than

:ure-inverted anoaaloue propagation. Ther*

i Unoaphore which could also cause anomalous
entered the atmosphere and were detected

this report. A meteor would cause

target detecUbility. Short duration of

anoaolous propagation.
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Dr. McDonald was pretty hard on ATIC's radar expert:

".. .the bulk ofthe radar-writeoffs stems from a single persons, a Vincent D.

Bryant (earlier it was Roy James). He was attaching scientifically absurd 'ex

planations' to radar cases as early as about 1951, and he was still at it as recently

as 1968. Here again I can't briefly summarize all ofthe bits and pieces ofevi

dence which leads me to think that he was involved in a sincere even if outland-

ishly incapable process oftrying to account for those radar cases. But there are

just too many memoranda and letters to various individuals and commands with

in the Air Force that hinged upon and grew out ofhis silly, explanations to take it

as part ofa high-level cover-up. The Air Force would have found no trouble at

all locating engineers and scientists far more capable of inventing clever explan-

ations than V.D. Bryant was. Yet he stayed on there [at ATIC]..." (xx.)

(xx.) Letter: To: Richard Hall. From: Dr. James E. McDonald. 23 June 70. Eh". James

McDonald papers. Library, Special Collections Division. University of Arizona,

Tucson, Arizona.

30 October. Yucca Flat, Nevada. (6:40-6:45 a.m.)

"Squadron ofdiscs over atomic test site."

MUFON UFO investigator Walter Webb, one ofthe better UFO investigators of his day, dis

covered this case.

Mr. "M's" name is on file, but he did not want it disclosed due to the supersensitive location

and timing ofthe UFO event. Walter Webb tells us:

"In 1951 Mr. M. was an Air Force .corporal stationed at Nellis Air Force Base,

Las Vegas, Nevada. That same year the Atomic Energy Commission established

the Nevada Test Site and began detonating nuclear devices at Yucca Flat (about

120 kilometers, or 75 miles, northwest of the base). He recalled that during one of

the first tests -perhaps the second or third in a series ofseven -he was among those

at Nellis who volunteered for sentry duty at the perimeter of the AEC site." (xx.)

(xx.) Letter: To: MUFON. From: Walter N. Webb, MUFON Consultant. No address

given. Date of letter: 3 August 81. MUFON archives. Copy in author's files.

Using various clues provided by "M," Mr. Webb was able to pin down the date and time of the

UFO incident, which was about 6:45 a.m., on the morning of October 30th. The test was "Able,"
a small 0.1 kiloton device atop a 100 foot tower. This test was preceded (which may be impor

tant) by two spectacular air drops, "Baker" and "Charlie," in Operation Buster-Jangle. "Baker"

and "Charlie" were both early morning shots (about the same hour as "Able") on the 22nd and the
28th. If one wanted to attract attention to the area, there was no better way.
Mr. Webb relates what he learned about "M's" experience:

"Mr. M., who was 19 years old at the time thought his post was several kilo

meters -perhaps five to six (three to four miles) -east of Ground Zero, which would
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place the sun at his back. Suddenly, as he glanced at the clear sky in front of him,

he perceived three silvery, elliptical objects hovering in the direction ofthe target

zone and at an estimated height of up to 600 meters (a few thousand feet). Time:

approximately 6:40-45, as determined by the known time ofthe detonation 15 to

20 minutes later. Each object possessed a flat bottom and a dome on top. No

other features were visible. The UFOs were arranged in a horizontal triangle,

with one object positioned in front toward the observer and the others in back to

either side. The analogy Mr. M. used was 'like looking down a bowling alley at

ten-pins.' The UFOs were shiny and'reflected the early morning sunlight. No

sound could be detected from that distance.

"The prime witness and another guard, who also saw the objects, turned to

get the attention ofthe Corporal ofthe Guard. When the latter arrived, Mr. M.

noticed an armada ofother discs had joined the original trio. They were all ar

ranged in about six groups of three stretched out in a horizontal row. Apparently,

none ofthe three witnesses saw the huge formation arrive. Mr. M. remembers he

had time to count a total of 18 discs.

"After perhaps '30 seconds to a minute' (total observation time), the entire

UFO formation abruptly departed upward at an angle and vanished in seconds.

The Corporal ofthe Guard said something like 'if we're smart, we won't say any

thing about this.' Mr. M. never heard any mention ofthe sighting again. No con

ventional aircraft appeared on the scene to pursue the UFOs since aircraft weren't

permitted over the test area." (xx.)

(xx.) Ibid.

Interpretation ofUFO formation as described by witness. (See drawing by Webb below)

Exercise "Desert Rock."

The only "official" hint ofUFO activity during the Nevada A-tests is an indirect mention in

Air Force BLUE BOOK files concerning "Exercise Desert Rock." On November 1, 1951, some

5,000 army troops participated in the world's first atomic maneuvers. The troops witnessed the

explosion of an atomic device from a distance of about six miles.

On July 24, 1952, CaptaiivTitus, Adjutant, Medical Group, 1404th Fighter Bomber Wing,
Clovis AFB, New Mexico, observed two oval-shaped objects, giving off a reddish-orange glow,

traveling at an estimated 500 miles per hour. The Wing Intelligence Officer, 2" Lt. D.M.

Sanders, forwarded Captain Titus' sighting with this opening line: "Unidentified flying objects

similar to types reported seen over 'Operation Desert Rock' were observed by an officer of this

Wing on 24 July 52..." (xx.)

(xx.) Sanders, 2nd Lt. D.M. Air Intelligence Information Report. DO#1 Westover AFB,

Massachusetts. 1 August 52. Air Force BLUE BOOK files.
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Late summer 1951 - May? 1952. Sea ofJapan, (night hours)

Amazing radar returns.

The witness relating this experience was the Electronic Repair Officer aboard the USS Essex,

an aircraft carrier operating in the nautical war zone off the east coast of Korea. (See also the
Korean story told by C. Davis on page 40 of this monograph) Beginning in late summer 1951

when he first reported for duty, and continuing for the next nine months (approximately from
August 1951 to about May 1952), the Repair Officer observed many unexplained targets picked

up by the ship's radar. He said:

"During the night hours, the ship maintained a watch in CIC (Combat Infor

mation Center) for both enemy ships and planes. We had many unidentified air

craft contacts, but aircraft were always identified as planes because of their speed

and altitude. Most ofthese contacts were finally identified by radio contact and

usually turned out to be Air Force planes on missions.

"I did not stand watch in CIC as I was on call in case ofequipment trouble,

but was called to observe unidentifiable contacts on our air search radar. The CIC

watch officers wanted verification that the contacts were not radar malfunctions.

"The radar contacts referred to were targets operating at altitudes and speeds

greater than any known aircraft at that time. Target speeds were 3,000 mph and

greater and altitudes were in excess of 75,000 feet. These contacts were consis

tent and were not false echoes as they were tracked throughout the range of our

radar. These contacts were reported to the Navy in Washington and an interest

was expressed and Polaroid scope cameras were sent to the ship and pictures

taken ofthe target tracks on the scopes and sent back to Washington.

"These targets were seen many times and pictures were made. I was called

on several times to observe and saw the pictures. I did not make the reports or

sent in the pictures myself as I was not a CIC watch officer, but I do know that

Lieutenant Robert Houston was very active in these reports. He was a per

sonal friend and often called me in at night to observe." (xx.)

(xx.) Letter: To: Dr. J. Allen Hynek, Director, Center For UFO Studies. P.O. Box

ll,Northfield, 111. 60093. From: Name and address on file. Witness not

sure if the information was classified so he wished to remain anonymous. A

name ofone ofthe CIC officers identified in the letter was also deleted. This

CIC officer was the president of a bank when this letter was written. Date of

letter: 25 June 75. CUFOS archives. Copy in author's files. (Personal note:

I was stationed a year (1957) in Korea at a GCI radar site about 40 miles south

of Seoul. One day I came across two civilian radar technicians calibrating

our HRI set. The HRI radar is separate from the big search radar and measured

the height of any target. The two "Tech Reps," as we called them, were very

puzzled because the HRI was picking up some strange targets at altitudes of

90,000 -100,000 feet. -L.E. Gross)

8 November. Just east ofDouglas, Arizona, (about 11:15 a.m.)
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"Suspicious meteors."

At first glance, this sighting might be thought ofas being due to some sort of missile test,

however the city ofDouglas is right on the U.S.-Mexico border. It is unlikely any missile test

would be conducted in that vicinity when there was vast missile ranges available elsewhere in

the U.S. Southwest. At this time quite a few "meteor" reports were being made in the region,

but what this object could be is open to question. In a letter to Ed Sullivan's CSI group, a Mr.

R.G. Clark wrote:

"At about 11:15 A.M. on November 8,1951,1 was riding in a roomette on

the Southern Pacific's Sunset Limited, enroute from Los Angeles to New Orleans.

At this hour my train was about 6 or 8 miles east ofDouglas, Arizona, where I had

boarded the train a few minutes previously.

"I chanced to look out the car window at the very second some exceedingly

bright object hurtled through the sky, tracing a great arc toward the earth, and then

quickly arising upward and disappearing. The visual course ofthe object lasted

for not over 5 or 6 seconds, as it was travelling at very great speed.

"Its speed was so great that I could not discern its shape or size, but it left a

trail that can best be described as shining like silver tinfoil. The whole thing left

the impression of a great shimmering silver sword, first pointed toward the earth,

and then pointed upward as it disappeared." (xx.)

(xx.) Letter: To: Mr. Ed J. Sullivan. P.O. Box 1971. Main Post Office, Los Angeles, Calif.

From: R.G. Clark. 401-24* Street W Bradenton, Fla. 10 April 52. CUFOS archives.

November (no exact date) Jacksonville, Florida, (about 8:30 p.m.)

Another report of an airfield visit.

NICAP investigator Walter Webb spent an hour questioning a Mr. Knee. It was his impression

Knee was credible. Here is Knee's sighting:

"He [Knee] believes it was in November of 1951 when he was stationed at

Jacksonville, Florida, Naval Air Station. At around 8:30 p.m. he was among a

group of about 18 men standing outside the chow hall that witnessed an unidenti

fied white light in the sky. The UFO moved at high speed down the length ofthe

airfield then made a sharp 90-degree turn. All the witnesses had to sign a state

ment not to discuss the sighting with anyone until three years after they left the

service. Knee also picked up a rumor going around the base that an F9F jet took

off in pursuit of the UFO and was never heard from again." (xx.)

(xx.) NICAP report form. Charles W. Knee, Jr. No address given. Date ofreport: 13 May

68. NICAP files. CUFOS archives.

13 November. "Unified Field Theory" project cancelled.

Ofthe two R&D projects suggested in the November 7,1951, fiscal requirements document,
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the "UFO general characteristics" study was given the go-ahead. Permission was granted to

have a Mr. Mayer write up the project and recommend a research agency. The second pro

posal, the "Unified Field Theory" study, was: "...cancelled outright." (xx.)

(xx.) Cover Sheet. Summary: (Unclassified) "R&D Requirements Fiscal Year 1953." To:

AFOIN-V ATTN: Colonel Adams. From: AFOIN-P/PL. 13 November 51.

No doubt the Unified Field Theory was proposed in such theoretical terms it was deemed im

practical. This is not to say the study'ofatomic energy applicable to aircraft propulsion was not

being seriously considered. In fact, the NEPA (Nuclear Energy for the Propulsion of Aircraft)

project was established at Oak Ridge right after World War II, spearheaded by Carlton Ward,

President ofthe Fairchild Engine and Airplane Corp. (See the monograph UFOs' A History

1952 November-December. Appendix: The NEPA and UFOs)

"Space and time."

As explained by Ruppelt in the unpublished part of his book on UFOs (Quoted earlier), the

easiest utilization ofnuclear power was as a crude heat source (NEPA's approach). The best

use, however, would require the complete understanding, one assumes, ofthe fundamental laws

ofenergy and matter. The Unified Field Theory seemed to promise that, but Einstein was still

doing calculations. Ruppelt suggested that the containment, focus, and re-direction of radiation

from nuclear reactions could produce an "energy beam." Authorities with whom he discussed

this subject believed that UFOs may be powered by such an arrangement to produce the high

performance being reported.

There is no indication such speculation was made by anyone in the 1950s, but if the "UFO

pilots" could control matter and energy as suggested by the Unified Field Theory, perhaps 44they"

could also control "space and time," the other elements in the theory????

The Thing. (See movie advertisement on page 59)

In the 1951 sci-fi film The Thing, radioactivity played an important role as the motive power of

the alien flying saucer. (This film was not conducive to public calm over UFO sightings.) •

16 November. Burma, (no time)

"Green saucer?"

According to the Malaysian UFO Bulletin:

"A British pilot and his copilot on their flight to Bangkok from Rangoon

yesterday [the 16th] saw a flying saucer which seemed to have sparks all round

it. The pilot contacted Bangkok airfield thinking it was a rocket warning that

they must delay landing but airfield officials denied having fired a signal. The

plane was flying at 8800 feet when the green saucer appeared at 1300 feet." (xx.)

(xx.) Singapore Straits Times. 17 November 51.
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18 November. Minneapolis, Minnesota, (a little after 5:00 p.m.)

"Funny looking people with beards." More UFOs in Minnesota.

In 1951 W.H. Fairbrother was a P-51 pilot for the Minnesota National Guard. A career officer,

Fairbrother rose in the ranks until he was promoted Brig. General in the 1960s and assigned to

the Pentagon where he was appointed Assistant Executive to the Air Force Chief of Staff. He

was cleared for information so highly classified no typists were allowed access. When he

finished taking notes he: ".. .had to either personally burn the piece ofpaper or eat it." (xx.)

(xx.) "Brig. Gen. W.H. Fairbrother." UFO Magazine. Vol. 14 #2. February 1999. p.42.

When General Fairbrother was interviewed years later, he was asked about a UFO encounter

he had on November 18,1951, while flying near Minneapolis in his P-51. He couldn't deny it

because another P-51 piloted by a Douglas Stewart was his wing mate at the time. The retired

General was caught by surprise by the UFO question and was "slightly interested and amused"

by the inquiry. Nothing much was learned. Fairbrother said the object was "non-descriptive

and sort of pale." (xx.) Fairbrother did say that whatever it was, it was so fast it was out of

(xx.) Ibid.

sight before he and Stewart could turn their fighter planes to pursue. In fact, Stewart never

actually saw the UFO.

The most mysterious thing Fairbrother related was something that happened later. In the

evening ofthe same day the General paid a visit to the "local control center." (He probably

meant the operations room ofthe local GCI radar site). He found out that UFO reports were

coming in from other locations and other GCI sites in the region were reporting that their

radar antennas had stopped, and then reversed their rotation! (I don't know if I can believe

that part—L.E. Gross)

Fairbrother said he and Stewart filled out UFO report forms but regretted it afterward: "They

just badgered us, coming back, again and again and again. Funny looking people with beards

who wanted to ask us questions." (xx.) If they had beards, they must have been civilians.

(xx.) Ibid. p.43.

(Dr. Hynek would have qualified.)

Also a career officer, Douglas Stewart rose to the rank of Lt. Colonel. Questioned about the

UFO incident he was somewhat evasive and expressed a belief Fairbrother had seen a "sheet of

ice." Asked if the "ice sheet" was "flat and circular," the Colonel said it must have been but he

did not want to pursue the matter, (xx.)

(xx.) Ibid.

24 November. Near Santa Barbara, California, (about 5:00 p.m.)

"Ball" with a fringe of smoke. (See letter to CSI Los Angles on next page)
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i ~ *.. - *

I

443—28th St.

Oakland-Calif.

. , 6 April/52

- / /

Bear Mr.Sullivaij:

I atn glad that the Air -Force and a magazine

like Life can at last admit the reality of "things

in the sky" and that an unprejudiced investigation

hag begun, jo^

At about .five o'clock on November 24xH^mfy
husband, Dr,Hewitt,and 1 were driving along tne

coast road Immediately north of Santa Barbara

vhen I saw what I took to be the planet Venus shining

brightly over the sea# I was "about to say that I had

never seen the planet look so fiery and so closed large

when I noticed that the lower edge -of the"ball"had
a fringe of smoke beneath it. The objeet had been
quite motionless for the time of my watching it (about
three minutes) But now it took off to the north east

with an enormous trail of fire flying straight behind

it. As iis swift and purposeful progress was level

it could not have been a meteor. It stood out brilliantly

against a bank of light gray fog on the horizon. My

husband and^must have seen this phenomenon for nearly

five minutes,both stationary and in flight. Later,I

asked ray stepson,A Major in the Air Force,what he

thought^it might be. He said that it must have been
a jet plane, and that perhaps I had imagined that it

stood still in the skyj However,I was perfectly certain

that its lack of motion had not been an illusion and

brought up the subject again to him last week. Now his

whole point of view has changed and he agrees v^ith

us .that we saw some kind of mysterious "fire ball"!

I reported this incident to 7rank Scully and
thought you might also like a report of it. Others

may have seen what we saw for its flight was so

striking I cio not see how any comparatively obser

vant person could have missed it.

Yours very truly,

(Mrs.L.E,Hewitt)

—«/ j
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29 November. Madison (Madisonville), Indiana, (daytime)

Banked, dropped, turned. (See below)

From FATS Magaslna, April-May, 1952 (Uttar from Raadar) - p. Il6t x

Shoala. Indian* - 29 Kor«b«r 1951

At auna«t, thraa huntara, ValUr S, MoBrld*, At* 5» Shoalt; Dal*
Rortoa, Rt. 5, Mtdlaon and'Jamaa W. Joye», Rt. 6, Kadi •on, Ind., aav a
dlak-llka objaot appaar on tha taatarn horl«ut whit* ■atallio oolor, but
r*fl*otlng tha aua*a raya aa It bankvd. It mofi rapidly toward th« thrat
mb a UttU to tht aouth, ltavlns a mall narrow r-trall, whtU In oolor.

Kb It oaa* abraait of th« obe«rr»rt it »topp»d for 2 saeosda, then

■hot forward, but boob d*o«ltrattd to normal «p««d« Afttr It patttd tb«
o\>9TYT9 In bankad toward th« south* on •dg*, dropped and turnad north.
Th«n It took an »ait to w«»t ooutm, and obaarv«ra had a good look at th«
top. It bankvd thr«« tlm«a, dropping a llttl* «aoh tla«y oh«a«lng ita
bvadlng aaeh tiM ■or* to th« north. Vhen It dlaapp«ar«d froa algbt» aftar
2j to ? sdnutaa, It va» haadad approx, dua OTT,

"2»oh tlma It bankad wa had a vlaw of tb* top tld», and aaoh tin* it
bank*d It aaaaad to out off fual until It had ohasjpd eourw, than It would
•hoot forward as though flrad out of a gun for a littl* apao* that alwaya
left a gap In th« T-trail. Vban It turead on adga to bank, th* aua hit tha
top aid* and raflaotlon abowad it to fea son* whita mtal. , • • V« navar took
our «y*a off it. ... Not a partiol« of nolaat not avan any air ■oTlng, and
no oar in haaring. I Judga it waa2,000 to 2,500 faat upP-fHoBrld*^r*port«d.

Hota by TBi Thi« raf.waa abatraotad froa IliJ'a card fila.

QSX/&IOJLP fll*a

from Anatony <?f ■ Fh«no—non. by Jaoquaa Vailaa - p. 59»

Indiana* - 29 Horanbar 1951

At a«»at, oloaa to Highway fy at Madiaonvlila, Indiana, thraa duok
huntara saw in tha aky an objaot which laft a vapor traii| it oaa* lowar
•Ad atoppad Juat abora tham, Ona of tha »an took hia gun and ralaad it,
but th« U?0 allagadly laft at high ap«*d, th« turnad on on* aida, and thay
oould — It wa« dlsk-ahapad and atraamllaad. It oasa lowar, aa if it wara
going to land, but did notj lnataad» it took off again. In tha aattlng aia
It lookad Ilka a whit* MtalHo ob>ot.

*Nota by TBi If tbara'la any MadlaonTilla» Indiana, I oannot looata it in
to gaxattaar that I hav*. B8 A r#quaat to tha Kadi ton, Ind,, pubHo
library, alioitad thia r«ply lh nld-Pab. 1972, from Ub. Kildrad Sootti

'Iiauaa of tb« K**l»on Oouriar for tha w«ak following 5ov. 29*
19511 contain no rafaranoa to a OPO algbtlag." Sha auggvatad I
try writing to tha Sboalt Sawa, a waakly papar. l 60
waa^f/Kadiaon.

Sha auggvatad I

Shoals la 60 mllaa

,.

'"'* ' ^^'fi*..'
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28 November. Alexandria, Virginia. (Near the Pentagon?) (7:10 p.m.)

Odd looking craft.

The Air Force's Office of Special Investigations sent the following message:

"HQ B046

TMX021

EMERGENCY JEPHQ JWPOW JEDEN JEPBI 444

DE JEPFF 9

FM FLT SVC CENTER OLMSTED AFB PA

TO JEPHQ/OFF SEC DEFENSE WASH DC

JEPHQ/AIR INTELLIGENCE OFFICER WASH DC

JWPOW/LOWRY FLT SVC CENTER COLO

JEDEN/HQ ADC ENT AFB COLO

JEPPBI/AF BASE COMDR BOLLING AFB WASH DC

CIRVIS AT APPROX 1910E TWO PILOTS ON LOCAL OUT OF

BOLLING OBSERVED AN ODD LOOKING ACFT CIRCLING

AND HOVERING OVER ALEXANDRIA VIRGINIA BETWEEN

1000 AND 6000 FT THE ACFT HAD THE ABILITY TO GO

STRAIGHT UP OR STRAIGHT DOWN OR IT COULD HOVER

IT WAS ODD SHAPED AND IT GLOWED MAKING IT VERY

VISIBLE PILOT WHO SAW ACFT WAS CAPT HERSBERGER

DEC JEPFF

THIS MSG HAS ALSO BEEN PROTECTED [?] TO SEC OF

DEFENSE

ACTION: OIN

INFO: ARMY, NAVY, CIA, JCS, AFSA.

(28 DEC 51) (xx.)

(xx.) Air Force BLUE BOOK files. OSI Records. 28 December 51.

Fireballs in the Southwest.

The editor of the New York UFO publication The Saucer Review* E. Rockmore, felt compelled

to speak out about the recent fireball activity:

"One point I want to make is the extremely limited area ofthe first 8 reports,

over the southwest USA. ^This area represents only the smallest percent of the

Earth's surface, and if these were meteors, they were extremely selective in

reaching only this area. For an idea of this small area, place a small globe of the

Earth 10 feet away, and try to pick out the states ofNew Mexico, Arizona, and

Nevada. It is a very small target at this distance, and when it is considered that

meteors may travel millions of miles before reaching this tiny area, on a small

8,000 mile diameter planet, the idea becomes fantastic. Adding to this is the fact

the Earth is travelling around the Sun at 1,000 miles a minute and since each

fireball came hours or days after the last one, each would need a totally different
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trajectory to strike this New Mexico area. The entire idea is very strained." (xx.)

(xx.) The Saucer Review #3. "Rewrite of saucer reports 43 to 84 (Covering Nov 1 to Dec

31 1951 " Published by E. Rockmore, P.O. Box 148, Wall Street, N.Y. 5, N.Y.

Fireball Analysis, p.4.

"Pilot lights of the Apocalypse." (See clipping below)

Mysterious Green Fireballs of 1951

Probably WereMeteors, Dr. LaPazS&ys
those mysterious green fireballs

pit bably are, meteors, Dr. Lincoln
of the University of New

M< $ico, said Tuesday.

The meteor expert answered
rams of the questions which naf-
urtjly arise over the 1951 pheno
mena in i New Year's statement
terming if "a remarkable fireball
yeah" j'

In brie* he said:
The g«en fireballs of

probably'were meteors,

it is not Impossible In the'
"Buck Rogers"era" that th

either United States or
guided missiles.

who remembered Dr. La P
wferjc at Ohio §t*te Universi...

report-fen it. The instt-

irelgn

No trace of a green fireball has

Institute of
ever been found.
Data which the

Meteontics at UNM has collected
is available at all times to military
or other government agencies. No
specific queries were reported.
Green fireballs differ from "con

ventional" ones in that the former
have,been reported as soundless.

Dr. LaPaz' statement listed six
large conventional meteors and 16
green fireball* as bbserved frpn?

the Utolted States' during 1951.' «
The .conventiorml meteor which

fell Martti 9 near Point oMlocks
in Southeast New Mexico had -the
distinction of being painted by a
nationally-known artist, and of
being accurately traced by obser

vation through the grill providfcd

i by a baseball backstop
Peter Hurd watched the meteor

from Sentinel Ranch at San Pat-

ncio in Southeast New Mexico

"and presented a panting of it to
the Institute of Meteoritics. Dr.
LaPaz said the observation was

highly prized because it was bene-
fitted by an artist's perception of
color.

. George > Petrol,* University base
ball coach, was able to chart the
meteor1**c«irse'-accurately from
referenqjj polntst -on a
"backstop

baseball

■ Jul* 7
nessed a

™ tusands" wit-
tventional fireball

pass over Detroit. Many persons,

Pe

imed its
illmanru

ta tover to Dr.
astron-

ined the

large
ob-

iimer, jjter it ..
meteor1 (ell in (
July 28 and a

detonating fireballs -
served over Iowa, .They are un
der investigation by Dr. C. C.

Wylie, head of. Iowa' University's
astronomy department and re
search associate with ,th* institute.

On Nov; 7 > Urge ^detonating
fireball leflfnefer»<4Jwman,'Okla.

~&U near Clo-
__, __jne soulhweit

of. New,Mexico. Oscar P.

W7 president of Texas ob
servers, Is cpnducting the ground
search for the first. Three insti-

On lv. 8 anp .

in tb?ext

veraber, I personally favor the

first explanation.

"I still think -these things must
be some sort of unconventional
kind of meteor fireballs, although
it is bard to imagine -objects more
dissimilar in appearance fand char

acteristics than tbfe typical insig
nificant Bielid meteors. It's about
like howitzer-projectiles beside
BBs. . ; '.

"The, other1 two'«
should not be cast asfo
ly iri the Buck Rogers
mankind has entered }£
even in. case continuit

lion discloses that aU,_ _
fireballs conformed to the Bielid
Radiant.
"The heuristic play, *pllot lights

of the Apocalypse,' written fo#
Fortune by the noted nuclear

tute expeditions which have nadunviicist Louis Ridenour pointed
to buck bad weather and scarcely. ou{ tnat tests oi gmded missiles

populated country have looked for probably would be designed
the Cloverdale meteor t0 gJve the irnpreflsion that the

! conventional /meteorites misslies probably would be de-
"big enough to blind a per- S]gne<j to give the >lttpression that

emanated from known meteoric

radiants in order to cloud the Issue

"The fact that the military in-

The

were

son by light and make a lot of

noise. In sharp contrast to Ijhese

kind are the very bright green

fireballs which appeared in such

amazing numbers in October and |teihgence expert, Col. C. H Lanza,
November Dr La Paz said. went on record m the 'Field ArtU-^
Green fireballs caused consid- iery journal1 with observations of

aiIe ilI5 Wi1en l«ly were fibll tarsing the
28

20.

t.j XilI -wJien- «lyxt wer«e green fireballs traversing the
sighted Oct 6 22 26. 28 Nov 2 |kies above toe BalUc and Swe-
3^4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10, 11 (two), 19 and den as Jong ago as 1946 and men

tions the possible explanation of
them as being test'firings by the

...... . Russians of .guided

mind at once. First, they may be '

l explanations. . .,come

simply an unconventional -kind of
fireball. S ec o rvi, ttev may be
guided missiles ttndepjolng tests
in the area wnic'

signed to defend. may

ori-

signed to defed. T

be guided misltlef ot i
gin

should not be overlooked

"Very careful research has
failed to result in recovery of a
green fireball. We have been
swamped with testing materials ■

None was meteoric nor metallic no
None was meteoric nor metallic

nor could be connected with a

* ''My conclusjah*:'Sine* talcula-' military weapon of any kind."
tions carri(54'^t at the .institute "^ =
., . hAve sho^nithat three of thej AL&lSQi/&e<pt,'£' U 1/
largest green Jfireballs observed,. n V^Ctc^^c, ,v, >v

i'November tiatfjpatns in the sky
conforming > tor'«& radiant area
of the Bielid Meteor Shower,
which put onta,i«able reappear
ance during the first part of No-
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