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Preliminary remarks*

The authorities try to avoid what it considers undue excitement over UFO sightings, and it

would seem men in high places, whatever their motives, use "tricks" to achieve this, if one may

utilize that loaded expression. The aim is to "reduce the size of the problem," to trim details, to

simplify. The result is a false image. That done, the UFO mystery "goes away".

There are different ways to achieve this goal. The Air Force has omitted foreign UFO reports

at times from consideration by insisting that UFOs were purely a "domestic aberration" (By

1950 this assertion became hard to defend). Another method of "reduction" (and a big one)

was to exclude from its database UFO reports not "officially reported" (This excluded a vast

number of media reports). Still another way was to spend so many words on cases with prosaic

explanations that any truly mysterious incidents are only briefly entertained, thus hoping to

give the impression a solution to the perplexing sighting was only a matter of a more complete

investigation (As scientists like Dr. James McDonald found out, just the opposite was often the

reality). Furthermore, in keeping with this theme, anti-UFO pronouncements by scientists,

government officials, and military chiefs have had an effect on many people too busy to study

the subject (Comments often suspected to be official inspired). It is natural to assume such

persons are well informed and are making sound judgements. Unfortunately, too often the

self-appointed UFO expert is ignorant to a shocking degree (What comes to mind is Carl Sagan

authoring an article about UFOs for an encyclopedia and saying Kenneth Arnold was a

resident of Seattle). Outright sins of omission have occurred but they have been blamed on

individuals, lack of funds, or departmental inefficiency—not official policy (Private industry

is no stranger to such tactips)

In any case, UFO excitement can be contained in large part by such efforts. In the spring

and early summer of 1952, however, there were deviations in official behavior that spread

confusion and mistrust Most of the story is detailed in my UFO history monograph covering

July 2 lst-31st published in 1986 This 2002 supplement, contrary to any attempt to "reduce the

size of the problem," supplies still more data to the over all picture and confirms earlier conclu

sions, especially evidence in the form ofmany newly discovered UFO reports along the eastern

seaboard th£rt suggest solid bodies were indeed moving about in the atmosphere.

-L.E. Gross

"They were very careful to discount anything that we had to say, so we just kept quiet

As I recall, we saw several things that night but made no mention of them because they

just kept laughing at us. We didn't particularly care for it "

—Howard Cocklin, assistant chief of Washington National Airport's control tower,

commenting on the CAA's investigation of the July 19th graveyard shift detection

ofUFOs over the nation's capital.*

* Gilgoff, Dan. "Saucers Full of Secrets." City Paper. Washington D C.

14 December 2001. p.7.



The TV interference story. All the details (See clipping below)

21 July Medicine Lake area ofMinnesota (2:15 a.m) (See clipping below)

D. C. Flying Saucers

Play Hob With TV

; CUMBERLAND, Md, July 23 Wi—Maybe

(it's Washington's flying saucers that played

hob with Viigil Ruppenthal's television sets.

i There seems to be some tie-in between, the

,way they acted and the mysterious objects

spotted in the sky around Washington over

'the weekend
Ruppenthal is a television bug He has a

■TV shack atop Dan's Rock about 10 miles

southwest of Cumberland It is about 2900

'feet high, one of the highest spots in the
Western Maryland mountains Ruppenthal

has it decked out with some of the best TV

receivers money can buy, plus gadgets to.

step up incoming signals, plus a dozen dif

ferent aerial layouts He brings in perfect

pictures from Washington, 112 miles to the

southeast, and Pittsburgh, 71 miles to the,

northwest

At 7 15 Sunday night, a strong electronic

interference crossed off Ruppenthal's pic

ture from WTOP Channel 9 in Washington

Ruppenthal has been tinkering with tele-(

vision for six years. He can identify ordinary

kinds of signal interference. He'd never seen,

anything like this before, never seen any-[
thing so powerful He turned off his special

amplifiers Still there was a bright wire
fence across his screen.

He tried all his aerials Same thing He,
tried other sets Same thing He climbed
the Dan's Rock fire tower with a portable

TV The interference came in strongest at an

altitude of 2940 feet i
He called a friend who has a TV set high

on Savage Mountain. Same thing He called
Marshall Wolpert, who has a set on Martin's
Mountain Wolpert got the bright pattern

Then his set blew out As suddenly as it had
come, the phenomenon disappeared at 7 30

Tuesday morning \
It was shortly after midnight Sunday

morning that control tower operators at
Washington National Airport picked up(

strange blips on their radar scoops ■ The
blips marked eight objects of some kind
flying m the sky near Andrews Air Force
base, just east "of Washington ' , I
The control tower contacted a commercial

air liner flying northwest from Washington.
The pilot, Capt S. C Pierman of Detroit
a veteran of 17 years with Capital Airlines,,
saw seven unidentified Ughts-falling stars
without tails—in the sky between Washing
ton and Martinsburg, W. Va.
Martinsburg is almost on a direct Iim

between Washington and Cumberland |
Ruppenthal reported he also saw the,

strange interference pattern between 6.15
p m on July 8 and 130 a. m. on July 9,
when he was watching a TV program from

Pittsburgh. _ '- V.^iiJ

Thl* Clipptoff From

MINNEAPOLIS, MINN
STAR

THREE WITNESS

'FlyingSaifSSF Observed

in MedicinSlake Area
WARREN LEONARDSON, disj!

dlo station near Medicines

2:15 a.m. today from a man w

' Not ready to write o/X sucn
| ardson took ajook himself.

'• Sure pnnujrh, , he saw somej
j thine in thr sky south and

i of MediHnp Ukr, ju^t as ih?
|man said. It resembled a bi

1 slar with rays emanating fror

It.

"If would make a quick movnj

nipnf," Lponardaon rprounle

"Ihcn eomft fo an abrupt «lo

At timpft It would boh like al

cork and move In circIcR."

Occasionally ;Jt h e ^/'saucrrj
(would shoot outva'fiory tall r3
j semblinc pinwheel - sparks. 1?
iwas about 30 decrees above th'l
;hoii/on and kept Its altitude.

j Leonardson notified Lou li
Faucher, t night'A,po]iceman Hi

Hopkins, % who also observed if
Leonardson then called Crystal
airport for further confirmation

butAvas toldthata lar^e ba

obstructed the view In the MedH

cine^Jake direction.

SlGtMTA\*l"N\\U ;

'i h.

■ Tnc"
conduct* "Operation Skyhonk'|
with coHmlo rctoarch

reported (hat none nf IN haljjj|
loons \\*% belnj?: flown from hcrj

today,

j l Other o( fh?1 company halloo^
! are'j-eleasedin different

^ at the sheriff's office ra

Wsgot a telephone call about

law he saw a flying saucer.

Brts without checking:, Leon-



21 July. Dobbins AFB, Georgia. (10:30 a.m.)

Radar target at 50,000 feet. (See clipping below)

21 July "Russian Fireballs'?" (See clipping below)

. This Clipping From

LpS ANGELES, CAL.
MIRROR

JUt 2 1 '

i

,e

HV UOHEKT K. .\MK.V
.'Mirror Columnist

CHICAGO/July 21—Thcte Is
another important matter be
sides Presidential politics on the
mjntU of top o/fici.tis attending

the Democratic convention.
H is a gravely jl.timing and

battling spectei.

Scientists and military author
ities have established beyond
any question of doubt that Rus

sian planes and missiles of some
kind arc invading U S. skies. ■'

Soviet planes ha\e been posi-
ti\ely traced as U\ south as the
Ala-ka Peninsula extending off
the southwest coj^t of Alaskn.
The^e mysterious flights at tre
mendous heights have been ro-
ing on for d"t least three months.
They are obvious icconnaissanee
or traininlfmlssions^or.vboth.
Other suspected Russian planes
have beenfjreportcd furf to^the
noith in-Alaska. "v^V; '.^vr;>

Slnhter MN«llr<i '-•*&*•-?

all;,areBut m'qgfc sinister of
the fanta^Bd ml-siles.

These'uffings have no'.corftiec?
tion witmying "saucers^ancl'
•discs."J«^ , ^fi-S

This Clippinff From

ATLANTA, GA.

JOURNAL

JUL 24

'[S'AUCER'JiT 50,000lFEET?

Dobbins Radar Spots

Mysterious Object
such objects and identify them hut

*°*Jat" ,wc have been unsucccss-

ny RORKRT McKKE

I An unusual, unidentified object-

fl>ing at perhaps 50,000 feet abovejful.y

the earth—hh^ been sighted by| Colonel Woodbury's Klalement

radar equipment at Dobbins Air on Ihe incident was made after

Force Base, the Air Force dis- he 3)ad^ talked on the telephone
■closed Thursday. wJtmdefense officials in Washing-

1 Col. M. C Woodbury. com- toma I

manding officer of the 35th Air, ^tt * • • •
Division at Dobblnv announced GEORGE M. (TIP) PHILLIPS,

lhat the object \\n% spotted Mon- Civilian Defense director in Allnn-

,day at 10 30 a m. by a radar de-jla. aid other officials had received

jsed to measure wind ve-[repoJs of (he phenomenon, but
. in the upper atmosphere. .... __;#

j Colonel Woodbury said the ob-

jject was "obsen-ed by four tech
nicians who stated ft could have
ibeen an clectromatic phenomenon

but they did not believe it was."
• • •

TOE COI.ONEL SAID such In

formation is sent to the techni

cal analysis branch, of the U S.

:Air Force at Dayton. Ohio, where

All) bugh Colonel Woodbury .

woulc not,discuss a "fhing saucer"

theo? , from other sources it was
leafflgl the flight characteristics
of theTobject immediately captured*
attention or Air Force officrt n
the bise In pn\h^e
they *e<timated It

je\aluation Is made for all branches about'] 200 miles per
'of national Intelligence 'slowed considerably

He added. "We try to Intercept, disappeared, they reported

movine

houc/ I:
"then

entirely dMerent. Thry

vthiit lire UMiiilly <1r-

bed ns "flrcbnlN*1 (»f vml-

mes muMly pipon,

reason uhy nuthorlties

irivaloly <(O disturbed about
'^mysterious devices Is th.it
"are comptirnbie to ccit.nn

secret and c\tiaordin.ny

[developments in this fit Id.

ineroiisinglv frequent ie-

of fIuiiikp "fncb.ilN*' me
ed by oIlici.iN' as profoundly

'ieling evidence (hat thcie
:lot of ihem. Paiticulnrl,\ in
*lght of the loc.iiion of' the
iiuthoiiUiiive of these re-

Spr secuiitv jenson^, onh n

jof tlu'sc .iicms cjn be tiled

Eof them is the JJ.iltic Sea

!Re<I<; have been conducting
gilc-type projects in this re-

-Jn^fiince 30in, and Sweden .md
Jners ha\e extensive data on
?Iet "fneballs."

; Near A-Phmt f :

evices vciy simil.ir to Ihnse

J have been .seen in the TI.iUil
[ve been authoi ittiti\ c!\ ac
intcd for in thiee difk-tenl

■es in the United States.

In men of the*»e locations

sa vital defense installation

ne of them nfonilc.



21 July. Reading, Kansas (no time)

Plate-shaped object goes into rapid climb. (See clipping below)

21 July Roanoke Rapids, North Carolina (8:45 p.m.)

Orange, "very beautiful," falling "star" fails to "fell." (See clipping below)

From

r,
JUL 241981

Saucer Sighted

In Local Area '
Roonoke Rapids — First sighting

of an "unidentified object" In night

time sklei over this area was re-

parted today by a local resident

who said she.''dl^'not want her
name used in connection with the

Incident jt^, tfvwvVv.ifott -
The person told a ^octl radio

newsman that ihe witched the

object about 8:45-p..m, Monday

for ab^ttt 10. muatitel is It moved
northeast at'*~bea?fof of about
45 degrees east of compau north,

In the general direction of Nor

folk, Virginia.

bright'iUt-'itV the aky when she
suddenly noticed the other object

and, thinking It was a falling star,

she was startled when It did not

"fall", but Inst^ad/kept moving

She said it Wat aoout light Inches
n diameter when the eye viewed

t at an.elevitlon 0/ about seventy
iegrtetv * >v~

The color she described at tn
>rgange colored glow, adding that

t was "very beautiful." It*move£t

the said, at a pace slightly faster
nan alrplaneii t(.whlch travene
his acet. <-„,

The object''left no vapor trail,
?nd within a few minute* tn air

plane came Into sight and circled
Ihe area for about twenty minutes.
4 Reports of the sighting are be
ing forwarded to Air Force auth
orities in Washington,

I

Ftyii.

S$erT5Tlyon TSuhty
Member*, of PrtclsFamily,
Of Reading, RejjgH, Seeing
Strange Craft ljjft1

Jn connection wi

flying saucers have
the vicinity of Was.

It was; revealed tod
county ' also has

strange aerJal craft,

Reading said that.

object was sighted,
and $* observers said
was not an airplan

/.Tom-Price and <
and Bill, all well-k

of the Reading are

'ieports that
•en seen in

jffton, D. C,
'that Lyon

^visited by

Sports from
^ped

igSpther day
^'definitely

Ions, Dave
presidents

?ere setting

■**- milesfeed boxes In a past\,_,.,,v ^
south and one wesJSbf,. Reading,

1 when their attentlorfgfas; attracted
{by a loud nofse. &Z*
U According to DavWrlce, a for
mer jArmy pilot, theiSSlse sounded
like a Jet ship taklnSfeff." There
ended < the resemblaffce> to any
aerJal craft he hadjgKteieen, said
Dave Price. ■» ^

The.round, plate-lllTOibJect was
to the east of the pwture' In which
the men were workiri$j$Dave said,

> and appeared to beAjjproxlmately
10,000 feet high. mlMnft*
"The noise we flrsBheard lasted

only, a few seconds.'JBDave Price
sald.^ ''/When we firsBlaw the ob-
Ject'-,lt .was going dmngfcbout iqq

miJes^an hour *ndrdl<ifri6t» appear
to have much dlrectlofial|stablllty.

fit appeared to Vaverggnjyts gen-
.fter 30

fto 45peconds-^of)th
^beganv>; rapid climb;
its speed to what i;J
be abouttl.ooo mlle_
disappeared to the ri,
tltude.of about 25.00C
■The .object appear'

Drf

icreased

ffl} guess to
our. ' It

'at an al-

spin-
Ice said,

.air lln-

an air-

\Uot said.



21 July. Albuquerque, New Mexico. (9:24 p.m.)

Ex-RAF aircraft observer spots flying disc. (See clipping below)

Tmmd irplane Spotter
RepgrtsSeeingFlytngDisk
And still the/ come. Another

flying disk *was sighted 'Monday
evening over Albuquerque, re

ported .by; Chatles /Kowall, 710
,Lead Aye.' S$f.
L Kowall trained during the war
rwiih the' British Air Force to
take sightings of aircraft, was able
to give an accurate description

[of what he saw from, his back
[porch.

"I was sitting' in the dark,
when-I saw it at 9:24 p. m.," he
said. "It was so plain that I
wasn't even started. It flew from
* south to a northwestern direc
tion at an approximate speed of
600 to 700 'miles per hour, about
7000 to 9Q0Q Jeet high and there
was no, smoke trail. The duration
of the sighting, was 6: to 8 sec

onds."

-' Kowal said there was no sound.
"None whatsoever;—It was a very
still night and any sound wOulo
' ave been audible:"

The lig£ting".vals_ -™^~
:owaU, trained', determine ,
eight of'anVfrfr^aft ty the in-
snfity of'Ught'M'The'disc'had no
ght source,>Qf Yits ipwn^'.^e > said.

'The light'^Visifcile. *<waft'v strictly
reflected li^htfrom" the !> city. It

He was assigned to "Coast Artil
lery AA,"' and for 14 months, hto
duty was to observe aircraft, ap
proximating height -and distanc*
>y taking an average reading be
tween 'that- estimated by "height
finders" and that of radar dt-
tection.

reflected lih
the disc had,

l

the cy
Qying over a

ft ld
the disc had, fceea- Qying over a
ihinly-popula>ted,arear ft wpuld
hot have been Risible. It was re
fracted light, reflected' from;'the
illumination of .AJ^Uraue' l

Albuquerque,

New Mexico.

Journal

23 July 52

an^-Apart
b

tYthe ,disk
,dimensiona],

Kow

appeared

in that/it
the" edge's.

< Miss M
address,11, wfeo^pctip^es an^-Apart
ment adjoining ^owall's corrobo
rated his statements as she too
had beenjpn he,r; ba_ck porch and

had!-obseXvep!';tlifi di§£ phi woich-
*e4 'tHe' disc aptfea^1 In* 'th«' jjouth
and trace;an arc toward,the north-
^e?t," 'disappearing^ wheu^vjsion
was cut by a largeStree ^g&wfing
at the -northwest? comer - of the

SuiHirigC ^ , ^T "■ *
^iKaH," nov^ an'1 employe of the
Public Service Co-Vof New Mex
ico;'was a member;, of'the'1 regular
JJ. S. Army who Volunteered,to

serve with the British Air ^rce

21 July. Washington D.C. (9:30 p.m.)

UFO report telephoned to authorities by a Mr. Dick Calhoun who lived on Massachusetts
Avenue in the nation' capital. For about 20 minutes a Mr. Calhoun watched a possible UFO
with the naked eye the evening ofthe 21st. This is one of many visual sightings that indicate the
existence of objects in the atmosphere that night that may not have been conventional air traffic.

The telephone log of the OIN-2a2 states:

"Round, clearly defined circle of light. Object moved slowly (35-40 mph)

then speed accelerated to '100 mph.' from 500 to 10,000 ft. altitude. No moon

nor illumination that night. 90 degree turn made. Thought it was a'blimp.'



'Light' moved toward West to stand still then South when speed increased. No

propulsion. Sound not loud but muffed hum." (xx.)

(xx.) Record Group 341. Director of Intelligence, HQ USAF. U.S. Air Force

Intelligence UFO files. Summer 1952.

"No follow up was made."

In regards to UFO reports phoned in to the military like the one quoted above, Air Force

Intelligence records tell us:

"Inclosed are summary reports of observations as telephoned to AFOIN-

2A2 during the past two weeks plus a report of radar observations at Washington

National Airport on the night of26121 July 1952. In all cases, the outline speci

fied or electrical messages in paragraph 7c ofAFL 200-5 has been utilized for

the sake ofexpediency with appropriate notations as necessary.

tcNo attempt has been made to follow up on any telephone reports taken by

Estimates Duty Officer nor was any attempt made to obtain great detail in the

other telephone reports. Wherever possible, a general statement of werather

conditions, usually as reported by observer, has been included. In all cases

where are? [photocopy not clear] forms are omitted, [missing word due to un

clear photocopy] are negative.

"No further action is contemplated on any ofthese incidents." (xx.)

(xx.) Ibid. (Uncl) Material for Project Blue Book. Chief, Air Technical Intelligence

Center, Wright-Patterson AFB, Dayton, Ohio. Dept. ofthe Air Force. Hq. USAF

-AFOIN-2A2 11 August 52.

This collection of summary reports amounted to 26 sightings. Most were too limited in detail

to provide data of value.

21 July Pomona, California, (about 12:40 p.m.)

According to the Pomona newspaper:

"Pomona's ground observer corps has reported its first 'flying saucer' to the

Pasadena filter center since going on the 24-hour-a-day Operation Sky Watch.

"About 12:40 p.m. Monday a strange red and aluminum-colored object was

* sighted 'flopping' in a northeasterly direction across the northern part of Pomona

about 2,000 feet high, according to the report.

"It appeared to be about equal in size to a four-engine plane but was oval in

shape without any wings, engine or tail assembly, said Mrs. Lola Hill, Mrs. Irene

Redmond and Stan Lawson, who all were on duty at the time.

"The trio added that it wasn't flying in a straight line but rather was making

small loops as it traveled at an estimated speed of about 200 miles an hour." (xx.)

(xx.) Pomona, California. Progress-Bulletin. 22 July 52.



7

Dr. James McDonald checks the New York Times.

"All the news that's fit to print."

McDonald wrote:

"The New York Times for Sunday, July 20 [1952], appears to have no article

at all on the Washington National sightings of July 19-20. The convention and the

Korean War have a lot of attention and a ship accident oif Montauk Point in which

four were killed was headline news, but nothing on UFOs. Even as minor a mat

ter as Lt. Col. Joseph 0. Fletcher denying existence ofradar bases on Arctic ice

islands made page 9, but nothing on UFOs. I found nothing in the Monday, July

21, issue either.

"Also checked Tuesday, July 22, issue of The New York Times, and I don't

find anything there either. Hence it seems that the Times simply did not cover the

first Washington sighting.

"In one ofthe issues that I was scanning, there was a long story about the de

velopment ofthe Ground Observer Corps and the need for 225,000 observers

throughout the U.S. There were also a number of articles about radar, air defense

tests carried out jointly between the U.S. and Canada. The general tension ofthe

Korean War, which was still underway, and the problems of air attack may have had

something to do with deterring the Times from reporting the July 19 incident. Or it

may be simply that their policy against discussing flying saucers operated until the

second main Washington sighting on July 26-27." (xx.)

(xx.) Dr. James McDonald's papers. University ofArizona at Tucson Library,

Tucson, Arizona. Special Collections Division. July 1952 Washington D.C.

Folder.

22 July. Nahant Coast Guard Station. (2:00 a.m.)

"I thought people were imagining things."

Telephone interview with the Telegram-News:

"Seaman Henry Arnpriester, 22, of California, on duty at the Nahant Coast

Guard Station, saw two ofthe 'discs' shortly after 2 this morning.

"In a telephone interview with the Telegram-News this afternoon, Seaman

Arnpriester said:

" 'I never believed any ofthose stories I've read about flying discs. I always

thought the people who saw them were just imagining things.

" 'But at 2:15 this morning I saw two strange objects which were certainly

something new. I had never seen anything like them before.

" They appeared to be about five feet in diameter and were a light, hazy

blue. I first saw them coming in from the southeast at an altitude of about 2,000

feet. They were traveling at great speed and appeared to be only a few feet apart.

They circled low off Egg Rock, dropping down to an altitude of a few hundred



feet, and then climbed rapidly again and sped off in the same southeast direction

from which they had come.'

"Seaman Arapriester said he was positive that the objects he saw were not

'birds, pines or anything like that.' If they were, he said, he would have reported

them as such.

" 'I'm convinced nowe there is something to those flying disc stories,* he

said." (xx.)

(xx.) Lynn, Massachusetts. Telegram-News. 23 July 52.

22 July. Hazlehurst, Georgia. (2:15 a.m.)

24 feet across and shaped like a pancake.

This report ofUFO activity originally appeared in a county weekly. (See clipping below)

T

SAVANNAH,

10t 27 1952

Said Seen At

Hazlehursi\

HAZLEHURST. July 25—

Th« nation's renewed Interest

In flying saucers, which re

sulted from report* of the

sauceri being spotted in vari

ous sections of tne country,

took on special prominence

here thl* weok with reports

the objects had been seen in

Hazlehurrt and Lumber City

sections. The Jeff Davis Coun

ty Ledger, county weekly, had

the following story this week

on the saucers.

"Those eerie objects which

have been appearing in the

evening sky in various parts

of the country and which have

been given the name, "flying

naucers," have been seen in

this area. More than half a

dozen people affirm that they

taw them and tfie latest re
port on the saucers is both

comprehensive and amazing.

"It was about 2:15 a. m.

Tuesday, said Tom Wheeler,

who with Mrs. Wheeler oper

ate the Red River Tea Room

In Lumber City, that he saw

clearly In the sky over the

Ocmulgee river a large, oval

ihaped bright object. It was

about the size of a big room,

{lashing from slrfe to side but
moving In a circle.

"Wheeler. Mid he got his

field glasses and he and Mrs,

Wheeler took a closer look.

They figured the thing was at

least 24 feet across and shaped
like a pancake.

"The previous week, say six

or more Hazlehurst people,

they saw what they concluded
was a saucer. It was four

times as large as the biggest
star appears from the earth,

was like a yellow light and

high in the iky It appeared
to head toward the AiUxntha
river."

ft



22 July. Lane County, Oregon, (between 11:00 and noon)

"Flew in a fairly geometrical circle." . -

A group of neighbors informed the press of a series of sightings. The best report was printed

by the Register-Guard:

'The first report came to the Register-Guard late Tuesday morning. Mrs.

William Brock and a group of neighbors along Dilley Lane east of Goshen

spotted first one, then two, then three, and finally eight white, roundish objects

'like bits of fluff/ but much bigger, circling and maneuvering in the sky. The

group watched them for more than an hour. At one time all eight flew in a fairly

geometrical circle. It was between 11 a.m. and noon. The sky was clear and

bright." (xx.)

(xx ) Eugene, Oregon. Register-Guard. 25 July 52.

A local newspaper editor was skeptical and exclaimed, "Bah, they're just drifting milkweed,"

but Mrs. William Brock, a spokesman for the witnesses, replied, "Well, he's wrong, they're too

big." (xx.)

(xx ) Eugene, Oregon. Register-Guard. 22 July 52.

-•

22 July. Cleveland, Ohio.

Air Traffic controller tells saucer stories. (See clipping)

22 July. Uvalde, Texas. (2:46 p.m.)

"Appeared to climb higher every second."

This report might have been blamed on a meteor except

for the statement about the object being on an apparent

rising course. The official military file states:

"The report ofthe sighting of an unidentified

flying object by Mr. Don Epperly, weather observer

and station manager for Trans-Texas Airlines,

Uvalde, Texas, was relayed to this headquarters by

Mr Ralph Desmond, U.S. Weather Bureau, Munic

ipal Airport, San Antonio, Texas. This Headquarters

contacted Mr. Epperly by electrical means and he re

ported the following information.

"The observer described the object as being

large and round, of silver color. The object was es

timated to be approximately 50 feet in diameter and

at an altitude of 20,000 feet.'

Thit Clipping From

SANTA ANA, CALIF.
,- -REGISTER.;;

"'V ■ # *2 ,«v • , •

"'Hying Saucer.;/.

"■' TrackeaHDver

Cleveland Field
CLEVELAND <*>—A euntiul low.1

'i opemior- tolrt torinv "snicJfn
Jurhu ' ha\e bt-en aishiori owe
Cleveland, and on one occasion Ji«
*pnt an airliner to look for iome-

thing that appeared'on a rndai
screen. . . ^nf

George Been, senior operator on
the midnight shift of ihe control
toward at Cleveland Hopkins An-
poit. said 'one night sis of us
watched fiom the daikened tower
loom while a light hovered norih
of the field We don't know uhnt
It was but all si\ p(vU< saw it,g
"Another time Impersonally sawfl

a light maklnR « circular palterrfi
over nearby Elyrla.-I*plcked It up
on theradnr screcnyknd,watched

"I '*ent ' on% Incomlnif'*'1 alr'linei
over to'take a look and the thinu
disappeared from the <)Cici*n "
On anolhei occuslon it lower op-

/eiator and an incomini; pllut botr
reported'peeing a ? "light" ihaU
"climbed and tiaveled In an ensti
erly direction much faster than the
normal-operational speed ut anj
alrcmft known to be In thu vlcin
Hy.'-sald Beers.

hls^ncldent.N^/quVe^m
tlm« ago.-'and wo"t«reported to a
thorltlei at.;the time." U
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"The object had a very bright after-glow. No aerodynamic features were

visible. The object had tremendous speed, estimated as being well over 1,000

miles per hour; propulsion system was not visible and no sound was audible to

the observer. The movement ofthe object was described as 'gyrating ' The ob

ject was traveling from East, about 40 degrees from the horizon, to Southwest.

The object seemed to climb higher every second and was observed for approxi

mately 45 seconds before it disappeared behind a large cumulus cloud. The ob

server did not see the object again." (xx.)

(xx.) Air Intelligence Information Report. IR-18-52. Prepared by Lt. Louis

Kistler, Jr. Chief. Intel. Div. Lackland AFB, Texas. 28 July 52. U.S.

Air Force BLUE BOOK files.

Mr. Epperly submitted two drawings and made the following comments for the record:

"I have studied aviation for the last 15 years. I was Flight Engineer MOS

747 skilled and Aircraft Engineering Technician MOS 925 in the Air Force. I

now hold a commercial Pilot's Rating. I can name any aircraft by sight or

sound but I will say that this object was not an aircraft and was not a weather

or winds aloft balloon." (See drawings below) (xx.)

(xx.) Ibid. Tentative Observers Questionnaire.

2A- Draw a picture that will show the notion that the object made. Place

an "A" at the beginning of its path and a "B" at the end of its D£th,

-o o

'-o.

p

hi

-?$

25. Draw a picture that will shou the shape of the object. Label and include
in your sketch any details of the object that you saw, and place an arrow
beside the drawing to show the direction the object was moving.

■T.J-.'*-#!?

- .,_

I
\
\

(- \-
U/
V'"

I *_

"v
\

/ ' \

":-\;'

--.
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22 July. Boston, Massachusetts. (6:00 p.m.)

Air Force professional plane spotter. ^

A Boston paper discussing the outbreak of "saucer" sightings had this to say:

"Adding weight to the spectacle was a professional plane spotter in the em

ploy of the Air Force who saw a 'silver flying disc,' from his spotting perch at the

Wollaston Observatory on Forbes Hill road in that town, about 6 p.m. yesterday.

"Robert Hoxie, 27, of 77 Granite place, Milton, said he saw the disc 'arch

ing around in the east at least two miles in the air and three miles from the station.'

" 'It looked kind of funny,' he said, 'and I thought it was a plane and I report

ed it But then, after looking closer I saw that it couldn't be a plane because it was

perfectly round and was going around in circles.'

" 'I could see it good because the sun was shining on it. I never saw anything

like it in my life. I was really frightened.'

"Hoxie said that his father, Warren Hoxie, ofthe same address, was also on

duty at the time. The younger Hoxie is an Army veteran who was a plane spotter
during the previous war.

" 'I know all my planes/ he said, 'and this wasn't one for sure. This was a
flying saucer.'

"Hoxie was not on duty later in the evening when other citizens reported
seeing them." (xx.)

-•

(xx.) Boston, Massachusetts. Evening Globe. 23 July 52.

22 July. Near Millville, Pennsylvania, (night)

"Dark object." (See clipping)

More RepoHsTOf

'flying Saucers', 1
.HOLLY. N. J., July 23.—

<INS>—Three report* of flying «u-
cen today wete being given serious

1 study by officers at McGuire Air
Force B**e at Fort Dixies., X r
Ralph, Curio. Huddonfleld, re

ported sighting last Bight'a>drca-
lar dark object floating In the ilr
about 20 miles south of MUlvtllt.
It displayed no HghU.and altered
Its speed several time*. Curio said.
A Trenton woman shortly after

wards reported sighting a bright
object streaking acroaa th$ tky to

ward Philadelphia from New York,
Three more Trenton residents later
reported still. another brightly
lighted objtfct nrningja Urn aamt'

• direction. " w ^* ::&4i j
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22 July. Huntsville, Alabama, (about 6:45 p.m.)

"Dark disc.) (See clipping)

220W.19*SL,NEWYORK11,N.Y.
Tel. CHelwa 3-S860

Cir. (0 15,169) (S 15,471)

ThU Clipping From.

, HUNTSVILLE. ALA.
TIMES

JUL 24 1952

Saucer'

>een Above
' Four Local Residents

On McCullough Avenue

See Fast-Moving Disk '

Another "flying saucer", Ihli

one In the daylight, has been ob

served passing over the city by

/our McCullough avenue residents.

Herman H. King, 909 McCul

lough avenue, today gave a vivid
description of an object which

first appeared over the norlhwest

side of town and proceeded in ir

regular fashion eastward and out

of sight over Monte Sano at about

6 45 p,m Tuesday.

Also witnessing the travel of"tn"e
"saucer" were Mrs. King, Miss

Mona K!nst and Woodrow Garn

er, who resides at 907 McCullough

avenue

The object was described as ap

pearing bl-ck when first sighted.

and also having Rome resemblance

to two cone* placed mouth to

mouth. Later, as It moved more

nearly overhead, the appearance
w*$ more than or a dark disk. 11

did not reflect the sunlight.
It moved first up to a sharp ver

tical climb, then took an angular

turn (o head due east, and appear
ed to pa»s overhead at a terrific
speed. It paned lower (han the
nimmer clouds In the sky at the

fclfith infliSJjqny^bou tJTh isjO ne J

lime.

Mr Kin* «ald he at Mm ihought

of a weather balloon, but that the

speed of the object in passing was

too great to have resulted from air

currents. The object p,ave decided

Indications of being powered, but

ft left no vapor trail or exhaust.

The "saucer" was most defin

itely not an airplane, Mr, King

states. There were no wings, and

the pattern ot movement has en

tirely different.

He described the movement gen

erally as one which was vertical,

with occasional levelinc off. No

noise could bo heard from it

One of the strange point* about

the observation to Mr. King was

that he had said only a few days

earlier that all the "saucers" seem*

ed to be seen at night, and that

Jie would like tn see one In day*

illght He has too many witnesses

to be accused of Imagination, how

ever.

1 In fact, he add* now that he
wants to .see one at night, and that

his neighbors may see him doing a

lot of porch sitting henceforth

Mr. King Is a fireman at Ited-

stone Arsenal Mr. Garner is cm-

ployed with the post engineers divi

sion and Miss KJng is in the man

#ge,ment Improvement office
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22 July. River Vale, New Jersey. (9:45 p.m.)

"Flying oranges." (See clipping)

Thi* Clipping From*

HACKENSACK, N. i
BERGEN RECORD

MIL 24195?

22 July. Cartierville, Quebec,

Canada, (no time)

"Round orange."

A Canadian newspaper printed:

\ River Vale Sees FJying Oranges;
Viewer's Tola i He's Sun-Kissed

flL

t RWer Vale—Plying rauccre hrre

been reported overmany ^

Berfen County, but the Townsnfc
today had the distinction of fi
the first community in the

over which resident* reported

ing flying oranges. -#
Two Wilson Court neighbor*/

portedly spotted the objects higk
the sky Tuesday night. They said
the flying objects were perfectly

round, giving off an orange glow

aDd moving at a high speed, aj$d

1

" 'It was round, orange in

color1 and very high up in the

sky. It looked like flying saucer...

but I really don't know what it was.'

"That was the way Jonh Leves-

que of Toronto described something

he saw in the sky over Cartierville yesterday.

" 'It was traveling west very fast, he said. 'Moments

later my girl friend and I, she was in the car with me, heard

an eerie noisc.it was all very peculiar.'

"Mr. Levesque told a Gazette reporter about the heav

enly sight. He too, thought it was peculiar."

(xx.)

(xx.) Montreal, Quebec, Canada. The Gazette. 23 July 52.

22 July. Pawtucket, Rhode Island, (night)

Four orange/pink objects.

According to the Pawtucket Times:

"Four 'flying saucers' were reported over Pawtucket last night.

"They were traveling southwest at tremendous speed, according to Alfred

Medeiros of 182 High street. He and Mrs. Medeiros and her sister, Miss Yvonne

Wasburn of Taunton, all said they saw the mysterious objects.

"All four objects were illuminated, he said. Their light seemed to be an orange

or pink. They were traveling at such tremendous speed that they 'were out of sight

in almost no time,' Mr. Medeiros declared.

"The saucers were first reported 'very high' in the sky, coming from the di

rection of Attleboro. They seemed to be weaving about, 'flying in and around

each other,' Mr. Medeiros reported." (xx.)

appeared to be a* distant u the

stars.

| The flying orange wu first wen

at 9:45 P. M. by one of the Wilson
Court residents, who raced Into

the home of his neighbor to re

port on It. The neighbor, reporting

she was from Missouri and only b«-

lie»ed what she naw with her own

eyes, retorted he must have been

in the hot sun too long

' About 45 minutes later the neigh
bor aguln rushed In, repotting an

other flying object, and thti time
the woman too saw something

orange flying through the atr

$ MIt didn't look like a saucer.' she
tald. "It wu round like an orange,

and going at a terrific speed If I4
hadn't seen It with my own tyrx I

wouldn't hate believed It, But it

was real ail right"

5 Publication of the report li ex

pected to bring on a rush of claim*

from others In the Pucack Valley

that they too hare **en the'flying
i object*, as hM been the cue with

flying saucer report*. Howerer. the

two Wilson Court resident* Inslxt
%hat they saw tu real, and not
Imaginary, and are «* arurlotu u
the next one to learn what try
Object* reaJW an*

(xx.) Pawtucket, Rhode Island. Times 23 July 52.
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22 July. Near? Monroe, Louisiana, (about 10:00 p.m.)

"I never had such an eerie feeling." (See clipping)

22 July. Worcester, Massachusetts. (10:00 p.m)

"Like planes in attack formation." (See clipping)

ThU Clipping From

LAWRENCE, MASS.
EAGLE

JUI 23195?

range Objects

In Worcester Sky
KMhR Julv 23 '*V A

wart imp flight myinrrr with (he

Srvi'iith An rnme m the Pacific

Mtid he <au thirr silvery objects

uhiz acraM Iho Worcester/ itky

before 10 p m IKST) last

"Ilk? planm in attack for-

niatlon "

V v* repot t. f i om Eubort T.
\\ • 1^1 (. tt a< confirmed hy hit wife

and h. anoiher man and wife who

d(( 'i- >d lo bo identified

U M^hi *ald he "never %bw any*
thing like it alt through Ihe ^sr"

He toiij xnorten for the Wor-

if-ifi r^l.'K'tan- he wns sitting on

ihr pnirh at his homo wntchinc'
ihf Demo ratir National Conven-

i.on on Ulwimon and chanced lo
«l tur sky Out of the

o o\cr Grafton, he said,
flashed 'hree object* flying in line

toward the city.'

'They w<rc like planet In attack
formation.' he mid. "While I
wm calMni m> wife to see them
the No 2 object circled to itar-
board toward Boyl^ton
"The .e«ri( r came airalghl over

the city I looked at the TV
«crer>n Thn*» wasn't a flicker on
It Plane* *lway< make It flicker
Mm Roo«\rli was snrakinR at

I the time

j "The thud oJuoci," WriRht
isaid. "broke formation ahortlv
after No 2 had served off an*
Jurned back in the direction </
(Grafton The object came ov/r
jtnis city was rcaily somethjfe*
to »eo There wa* a bluish bJoSv
'k\,.ro.nt of 't »nd a reddish tine,
fpchind The red wasn't that of!
J Plane exhaust. It circled the'

V»dldd'
LTh*r other couple uld they mw
the ohjecu from Lake Park, near
(take Quirulsramond, and also uw
l??i,Luli.n back »<>w«rd Grafton,
tv Wrtght declining to citlmate
jjne *peed or height of the ob-
Oeeu. offered thU explanation;
rwhen you «ce a jet plane flying
{inrough an ^ordinary arc within
(yjjir *lKht at 5.000 fett ob so you
J£t aome Idea of how fa*t It U

gTh0M thl fl4?2gvTh0M thln«« w^re flyinc
jlnrouRh a much (greater arc at a
Jar preatcr helRht and going much!

22 July Boston, Massachusetts, (night)

Spheres sweep downward.

A press report states*

"The clearest observation n Boston came from a

Marine Master Sergeant.

"The non-commissioned officer, who asked that

his name be withheld, is a former combat-comrade in

the Pacific of the [Boston] Globe's Hy Hurwitz, and

Hurwitz vouches that his pal is a good observer and a

strictly sober character.

FLYIJJfiJAUCER

IS REPORTED BY

MONROE FLIER
A rVport of a ftvlnc saucer land

ed in (he Momlnc World office lant
night uhen A D HanJci, 808 K
Street, notified a reporter Miat he

had sighted one nf the "things"
IbJt Tuesday night.

Hanks said. "I didn't re(»rt thk
sooner because I thought folks
wouM think I wa? crazj.'"

Here \% his story:
"Last Tuesday about 10 \t m. I

was flying to Monroe from Little
Rock. When I ncared the Arkan
sas border I saw uhat appeared

to be a blood red star about 2.000
feet overhead. It uai trailing a
4.000*feet at a speed of over iOO
miles per hour.

"When I first noticed the object,
ft wai traveling In a generally
southwestern direction. * Then,
"hlle* r wax watching the blot of
led Haht, Jt chanced course and
started following me, flying 2,000
feet oxerhead.

"I thought at flint it was an Illus
ion To test my theory. I made a
*> degree right turn The "flying
saucer" did the same. The thine
followed my coume for about 10
minutes,1 then suddenly swooped
oown approximately 2,000 feet be
low my piano,

"At first il believed It to be a
Jet. After Cthat swift drop, I
changed my line of thlnklnc"
The bright red spot still followed

my course underneath me. A. few

minutes later tt seemed to bounce
, back 2,000 ifeet overhead. Then.
I . "it" switched back to Its original

i cours> and took off at a tremend
ous rate of.'specd."

> Hanks has been a flyer for about
i ? y**w,«d J* said be had never
fhJd rodM^eerie feeling or seen
1 »ch •n'ftttnatura! sight.
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" 'I was in bed unable to sleep for the heat, looking out the window, when

I saw these two luminous globes, roughly over the Navy Yard,' said the sergeant.

" 'I'd say they appeared larger than*the planet Venus, say to the naked eye

on a bright starry night.

" 'Well, all ofa sudden, one ofthese globes moved rapidly downward.

Then it came sweeping through the sky in the direction ofNewton. A few sec-

conds later, the second globe performed the same maneuver.

" 'I tell you, I came right up, sitting, craning to follow those moving objects.

I knew they were not stars.

"It's for Uncle Sam to say what they are, when he wants; but I think people

who see them, should report them." (xx.)

(xx.) Boston, Massachusetts. Evening Globe. 23 July 52.

22? July. Boston, Massachusetts, (evening)

Visions at the Fresh Pond Drive-in.

The newspaper Evening Globe published:

"A Globe employee, Nicholas Jacobson of44 Churchill St., Newton, glimpsed

the 'flying saucers' from the Fresh Pond Drive-in. He said they appeared to be

coming from the direction of Worcester, and he counted 'four, possibly more—bright

as the stars in the Big Dipper.

" 'What got me about them was that after watching them pass in a straight line,

'just parallel to my vision, to the line ofthe picture screen against the sky, two of

them slowed down, turned and shot up out ofsight.

" 'It's a peculiar thing to see. You can hardly believe it when it is happening,'

ended Jacobson." (xx.)

(xx.) Boston, Massachusetts.

Evening Globe. 23 July 52.

22 July. Dunellen, New Jersey.

(10:10p.m.)

Orange saucers fly. (See clipping)

Two Orange 'SaucersiFlyOrang
•/

OverDunellen Area, ZSay
Dunellen—Two flying saucen were reported over Dunellen iVst

night, at 10:10 p. m. aMlTllL 1U JU |J In. The orange colored disks were
seen by leven persons from two households. $

In Sight Three Minutes

Thl$ Clipping From

PLAINRELD, N. J.

^COURIER-NEWS

1962

Frank NIederle of 322 Oak
Pkwy., one of the frroup, said the

saucers werft Jn sight for about

three minutei each time. He had
time to get£out a 30-power tele-

minski, both of 327 Oak Pkwy..

who summoned the gronp^All said
they saw- the objects. _ijK
Noiseless Flight '^'

Mr. Niedcrle said they.traveled
scope, but eould not focus it on-without noise He sa"(d he U
the objects i '"pretty convinced" they .were real|
He said the first traveled from.objecU, not illusions The elder

north to south and the later dne.Humlnski, who did not believe in,
east to west.* He could not deter-'the disks, also became pretty con-)
mine the height nor the speed vmced The night was reported to.

Piuj HuminskJ first spotted the'the police and will be followed up
disks inside the Big Dipper He by the Air Corps m a routine in-
called his grandson, Robert Hu-|vestigation. 8B3r"
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22 July. Tampa, Florida. (10:15 p.m.)

Yellow-orange objects '"twice as fast as-any jet I have ever seen."

(See clipping)

22 July. Stamford, Connecticut, (about 10:30 p.m.)

The High Ridge boys see bright orange balls of light.

A press report states:

'Two 13-year-old boys from High Ridge Park reported yes

terday they saw what they believe to have been flying saucers

Tuesday night.

"George Callahan of 3 Meadowpark Ave. North and Andy

Ranhowski of 22 Meadowpark Ave. West said they saw two

'balls of light, bright orange' in color, speed across the sky near

their homes.

"They were sitting on the porch ofMrs. Alphonse Malizia's

home, 9 Meadowpark Ave. North, when the first bright object

came into sight-about 10:30 p.m. Tuesday. It was followed one-

half hour later by a similar object.

"Mrs. Malizia said^she looked up too late to see either of the

objects.

"Andy and George both discounted theories that what they

saw were 'shooting stars.'

" 'At first I thought they were rockets (fireworks),' Andy

said, 'but when they did not burst I knew they were something

else. One zig-zagged through the air and both were very high.

But it was no shooting star,' he said.

"Both objects quickly whizzed out of sight, they said."

(XX.)

(xx.) Stamford, Connecticut. Advocate. 24 July 52.

22 July. New York City, New York. (10:30 p.m.)

Round, reddish-orange object.

Three astounded housewives see one:

"Mrs. [Florence] Carver spotted her flying saucer—the

first seen over the borough [Queens']—while trying to get

some cooling breezes on the roofofthe apartment house

where she lives.

"Mrs. Emily Stone and Mrs. May Curbs, who also live

in the same apartment building, were also on the roof trying

MacDill Mum

On Saucers^

Spotted Here
MacDill Air Force^Base of/iclals

today are Investigating reports
from about 20 resident! In the area

that a formation of flying saucers

was frolicking in the'fieaveni over

Tampa last night.

Officials at the field'said tele

phone calls started *• coming ii

about 10 o'clock an'd \ continue

until about three o'clock thl

morning, describlnc^lctivities o
the mysterious objectgfo .'

According to Capt.K>aul Mitch
ell, MacDill public ■? inform a lion
officer, report* on activities of th
saucers varied. "Most'of the re

potts had to do with colon, rathe

than a physical description of th>
objects." m.

One Tampan, L H, Kohlmeyer,
1521 Rivershore Way, said he ob

served two of the objects darting

about while he was sitting on his
front porch. >

"It was about 10.15 F.M., when
T first saw them, he- declared.
"There were two yellowish-orange
colored discs travelling*south over
the city.

"They swept In iWttt over
MacDill Field and then>ped away
to the ea*L" Kohlmeyer estimated

their speed at "Twicers fast as
y i*t plane I have eVer seen."

About 10-minutes later, Xohl-

meyer said he picked another one

with hii binoculars. -*Ifctoo- hov
ered over the field andlhen darted
off to the wejt, he added.

Kohlmeyer said he^callcd the
!lcld . and was told brgaomeone
t base operations thatOhcy had

picked up the obJecUgbn* their
radar-acreen;- * • 'Sp$

Mitchell said today wit planes
were dispatched to check on the

objects, but said he could,not dis
close their findings.
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to beat the heat last night and bear witness to the strange flying

disc.

" ; We saw it first in the northeast^ Mrs. Carver said today,

'and right away we knew it wasn't a plane or a shooting star.

"The Astoria housewives all agreed that the strange object

was a round disc, larger than any star but not as bright as a star.

" 'It had a reddish-orange color,' Mrs. Carver explained.

'Something like the color of Mars when it first rises in the even

ing.'
"The three women watched the glowing disc for almost two

full minutes until it disappeared over the horizon in the southwest.

" 'It sort of glided along without any effort, but it was going

quite fast,'Mrs. Carver said.

"Mrs. Carver, Mrs. Stone and Mrs. Curbs all flatly rejected

any suggestion that the strange object in the sky was just an air

plane seen from an odd angle.

" 'It couldn't possibibly be a plane,' Mrs. Carver said some

what indignantly. 'We certainly know what a plane looks like

here in Astoria.

" 'But this thing was far too high for any plane, and it was

going too fast.

And it was easy to see that it was perfectly round. There weren't

any wings or a tail or motors sticking out of it.'" (xx.)

(xx.) Long Island, New York. Star-Journal. 23 July 52.

22 July. Sioux City, Iowa. (10:35 p.m.)

"Object of an uncertain character." (See clipping)

22 July. Tampa, Florida (MacDill AFB) (10:45 p.m.)

"What it was has not been determined."

In light of the sighting by Mr. Cleve Hamm mentioned in the

clipping to the right, we find some interest in a UFO report in

the official history ofthe 6th Air Division:

"Major Frederick G. Terrell ofthe 364th Bomb
Squadron of the 305th Bomb Wing, took off on 22

July at 1955 hours in plane # 7273, with Captain

Wallace G. Hynds Jr., flying as co-pilot for the op

eration ofa normal proficiency flight. At 2245

hours the MacDill Tower reported unidentified fly

ing objects at high altitude and requested an invest

igation. Major Terrell climbed to 20,000 feet cir

cling the MacDill area for an hour and a half, when

SIOUX CITY, IOW
LTRIBUN

'MORNINGSWER !
\SAYSHESAW& ''

.. FLYJNGStWCER
\ TUook* a< if the "(Wing Mil-
eer<"—whatever thrv nre—might

be getting ready tn plav a return

engagement in the »kioi over

Simix Cltv

Lnte Tuesday nifiM. * Morn-
Ingside resident reported »ee!nj

one of the Intriguing disci make
Its way across the sk%

ThU litest reported pheno«

meonon — possibly an ad

vance arent of some sort —

In the flnt reported teen here

In many month*. And not

•tnce March of 1050 hive

there been several rroorta of

the "nauceri" overhead. '

Gene Hays. 3607 Peters avenue,

laid he and a friend saw an ob

ject of uncertain character *on

origin In the *ky about 10:35 o'

clock Tuesday night They^were
in the yard watching ' heat light
ning" etch patterns on the clouds

when the dfsc made It* ajii'pear-
'anrc-. s ^«

Hay* said the circular ^object

came out of the northwest, paused

very briefly directly over bis

house, and then continued to*,the
southeast. ^.

H« described the disc as being
"somewha\ purplo in color, dark

in the center and glowing around

the edges." He said it did"not
appem- to be whirllne, but neemed

only to glide across the Jky,,"at

a prelty good clip." ?r

Hayx laid he first thoucht
the object wan a falling star,

bul changed hi* opinion when

the object paused—"for lew

than a second" — and then

took up Ita >ourney across the

aky.

The observer said the object
appeared on the scene from a dif

ferent direction than that of'-the

lightning, so he did not rtlate
tht two. *^
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an object was sighted approximately 20,000 feet above his aircraft, flying at high

speed. Under existing directives the report pfthe object was filed with AOD and the

object itself was tracked at 41,000 feet flying at approximately 400 knots per hour.

What it was has not been determined. Since it is not a normal operation for aircraft

of the division to do anything other than to attempt to track high altitude objects, no

official cognizance is taken ofthe popular notion of the flying saucers." (xx.)

(xx.) History ofthe 6th A ir Division 1952.
MacDill AFB, Florida, p.2. Photo

copy in author's files.

22 July. Boston, Massachusetts. (11:15-11:26 p.m.)

Weather observer sees strange thing in sky.

The press reported:

"At the United States Weather Bureau station on Logan

Airport, a really scientific observation was made with instru

ments by G.M. Bailey, observer on duty last night.

" *I was watching my observation balloon,' said Bailey,

'and at about 23,000 feet, the balloon suddenly went out of

sight and instead, in my^theodolite, I saw a luminous object

over Boston Harbor.'

" 'With my instrument, I was able to keep it in sight

while it made three complete revolutions in a great ellipse.

The elevation angle I noted at 201/2 to 23 degrees and the

azimuth reading was 118 to 130 degrees.

" 'When, in its circling, the object was headed towards

me, it appeared of a dazzling bluish-white; but when it slow

ed for the turns, I could see beautiful tints of red, green and

blue in it.

" 'I observed it continuously from 11:15 p.m. to 11:26

p.m. At that time, it became necessary for me to take my

weather observations. I called another man to watch the

strange object. He saw it all right, but was not accustomed

to the theodolite and lost the object when it moved away

through the sky." (xx.)

(xx.) Boston, Massachusetts. Evening Globe. 23 July 52.

22/23 July. Tampa, Florida. (10:00 p.m.-3:30 a.m.)

"Stopped as if it hit a wall." (See clipping)

DEMOCRAT

7/?' AP

Closer to >

: Bartow

A rash of roporU that strnnffe

objects were *»een mailing
through the sky over Tampa
between 10 p. m. Tuesday
and 3-30 a. m Wednesday
reached MacDill Air Force i

Base officials and Tampa news-1
papers. ,

One of the obnervers was f
a Bartow man—Cleve Hamm,

jr., who this month was named
assistant state news editor of
thtf Tampa Tribune.
Hamm told The Democrat

that he was driving out the
Bayshore Drive in Tampa about
11 n. m. Tuesday when he
saw "a "glowing object" in the
sky.

He pulled off the road to
watch. Tbe elllptically shaped
object had an "eery irrfdea-
cent glow," Hamm said.
A newspaper reporter by'

profession, and therefore ikep-!
tical. Hamm tried to find some1

nearby source of the light,
But it wasn't a reflection, or

anything else Hamm had ever
»een before.

He - watched for three or
four * minutes as the glowing
object sped horizontally across

the sky, then stopped "as if
(t had hit a wall.'1 It hun*1
motionless for awhile, then
xoomed straight up at "ter

rific ftpeed/' Hamm «ald.
The\object was "fairly high"

when ,'Hamm first saw it, and'
whenTU shot upward went so
high he lost track, of It

Wasjyt one of the famous
"flyintfft iaucer«"t Htmm
doesn't^know, and MacDill of-

they know, aren't
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23 July. Near Marshfleld, Wisconsin. (2:30 a.m.)

"Orange-hued metal in a blue haze." (See clipping)

23 July. Gordonsville, Virginia. (3:00 a.m.)

"Orange with a bluish tinge."

The story of 14-year-old John Kumler as told by newspaperman

David A. Maurer:

"It was the sweltering heat, not the fear of an alien

peeking its head through his bedroom window, that was

keeping 14-year-old John Kumler awake.

"The hot spell that had lingered over the East Coast

for days was more troubling than the news story that had

broken the day before.

"On July 22, 1952, national news services reported

that the Air Force had acknowledged they were seriously

investigating reports that several 'flying saucers' had

been spotted by radar on the outskirts ofthe nation's

capital. Not only were the unidentified flying objects seen

on radar—indicating actual substance and not mere lights

—but two airline pilots said they had sighted seven UFOs

between Washington and Martinsburg, W. Va.

"Capt. S.C. (Casey) Pierman ofDetroit, piloting

Capital Airlines Flight 807, said the objects changed pace,

sometimes moved at tremendous speed, and at other times

hung almost motionless in the sky. During the same per

iod another airline pilot reported that a light had followed

the plane from Herndon to within four miles of Washing

ton.

"As unsettling as the reported sightings might have

been, they had occurred a considerable distance from the

Gordonsville farmhouse [about 90 miles] where the teen

ager lived with his parents. The temperature, nudging 80

degrees at 3 a.m., was a lot more troubling than any UFO.

"Unable to sleep, the boy decided to go downstairs

for a glass of ice water. After getting his drink, he went

into the living room to see if he could catch a cool breeze

by an open window.

"He looked out at the clear night sky as he sipped

the water. When he saw three objects 'about the color of

a candle flame' streaking across the sky in a westerly di

rection, he didn't think much about it But moments later

he was startled when four 'flame-like shapes' flying in

diamond formation came streaking in from the west.

THE OAJGf

OMEIjkF
PRESS CLIPPINGS *■

.19thSt,NEW
Tel, CHelsea

C!r. (0 f,

King-Size

Saucer Repor

Unidentified Ma

Thia Clipping F

MARSHFIELD, V
NEWS-HERA

JUL

A king-size flying sau

reported In the Marshfieltl area
to the local naval JttaUoftf e&rly
yesterday morning by a

Plywood Corporation empire Who
neglected to give hU n

He *aid he wu on h"
home from a night shift,

plant abouf 2:30 a. m. y

when he saw the^strang

I visitor about a half mile n

Marshfleld. ,

Tlie saucer was descri

probably 300 feet In dlame

disked,,in .shape. He told-

personnel that there app<

be a blue haw about the

which seemed to be of an

hued metal.

He said that at one

slanted down to what he ea

was 16.000 feet above the

and then shot upward a en.

other persons have repo

Ins the object and the apo

still anonymous, at least

as the naval station is con
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"The boy, whose father had 20 years flying experience with the Army, had been

around airplanes all his life. He was familiar with aircraft of all types, including jets,

and he knew that no jet in the world could do what he saw the UFOs do next.

"Without slowing, the objects 'veered sharply upward and disappeared.' They

or others, then reappeared several miles to the west and made a new flight eastward

before vanishing. The boy said they made no sound.

"He noted the time—3:12 a.m.—and immediately drew diagrams to illustrate

exactly what he had seen. He said the objects looked like 'candle flames turned on

their sides, and they were orange with bluish tinges, or about the same color as a gas

flame.'

"He went on to say that they traveled much faster than a jet plane. The boy was

convinced that what he saw warranted reporting. After telling his parents about the

incident, he told James Ingles, chief ofthe Gordonsville aeronautics radio tower,

what he had seen. Ingles, in turn, reported the incident to the Air Forces Information

Center at Middletown, Pa.

"That afternoon Army officials arrived at the farmhouse to get a full report. It

was apparent that the government and military officials were taking the sightings

seriously." (xx.)

(xx.) Maurer, David A. "Yesteryears." Charlottesville, Virginia. Daily Progress

12 July 92.

23 July. Warren, Ohio, (early morning)

Orange-colored lights cause jet scramble.

Eastern Defense Command alert makes news:

"U.S. jet fighter-interceptors from an unidentified area Air Force Base were sent

into this vicinity early this morning to investigate the presence of flying saucers re

ported by spotters of the Warren Post ofthe Ground Observer Corps.

"Alerted by the Eastern Defense Command about 3 a.m. to be on the lookout for

strange orange-color lighted objects sighted in this area, the spotters reported to the

Canton Filter Center about 10 minutes later the presence of'orange-colored lights'

over Warren and vicinity which 'looked close, moved slowly, hovered overhead, and

then moved on again.'

"The three spotters on duty, Gene Regler, Ronald Westfall, and George Adams,

were instructed to maker reports to the filter center every five minutes while the ob

jects were in sight. The objects remained in the area for about 15 minutes, the spot

ters reported.

"Officials at the Brookfield Radar Station contacted today said there was nothing

on the report of flying saucers that they were able to make public at this time." (xx.)

(xx.) Warren, Ohio. Tribune-Chronicle. 23 July 52'
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23 July. Abilene, Texas. (9:25 a.m.)

50 foot disc?

An Abilene family reports saucer. (See clipping)

£, TkU Ctipphp Frtm

ABILENE, TEXAS
EVENING REPORTER NEWS

1952

Abilene Family Sights

Mysterious Flvina Object
TSe R, J. Coopef family,

Palm fit, reported aeelng a "fly-

Ing aaucer" over Abilene about 0:25
o'clock Wednesday morning.

"It was definitely,, not an air

plane," Cooper said.1" "It wax a
round, silver object It wai headed

went, traveling not too fast"
Mrs. Cooper and 6-year-old Cathy

were In the yard and noticed the

object first They called Cooper to
come from the house and set It

"I thought they were just seeffig
things." he said. "I never had seeni
one of these flying saucers people'
have reported." ^gf* ,

Cooper tald be could not esti

mate the speed or altitude, but the

object was low enough for him, to

tell that It was round. He judged

It to be about SO feet In diameter,
"although I. couldn't be rare at Out

distance.** - .. , *ffii
The object'stopped, '•went upflSd'

down twice," then beaded ctfthi
the west and disappeared from
view. - - ,*i 5 - -i ., : ■,— •

It was In tight from one to
minutei, Cooper ttthnated.
Cooper U manager, of the .,,r

•pet departaent ,*t SUr Mercbj»

1952. No day, no month. Culver City, California. (3:30 p.m.)

UFO watches Hollywood filmmaking?

The following story is from Coral Lorenzen's APRO files. Since only the year is given, its

placement as to day and month is subject to guesswork. There was UFO sightings in the Los

Angeles area in late July, so the case is being mentioned in that time period. (See the author's

UFO history volume covering July 2lM 1st, 1952, p.70. For another possibility, see the vol

ume covering the months of September-October 1952, p.91). As with any story without collab

oration, the incident may well be total balderdash. However, since so many details are provided,

there may be a chance the account may someday be confirmed. Here the contents of a letter sent

to Coral. Coral's comment written on the margin: "Interesting." The letter said:

"In 1952,1 was a secretary in the Music Department at M.G.M, Culver City.

Our offices were located on Lot One, which has the huge indoor stages; the ad

joining area, known as Lot Two is for outdoor shooting and contains city streets,
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cottages, colonial mansions, lake, bridges and such fixtures

"It was an unusual work day, one in which I may have been the only secretary

in the office—such as Friday following Thanksgiving would be. There was a pic

ture being made on Lot Two and so some personnel had to be on duty.

"Around 3:30 p.m, a Music Assistant rushed in. 'Are you finished already?'

I said, because I had expected them to work all day! 'We "broke [stopped filming]."

'We had a flying saucer come down right over us!' The way he described it, the

company was ready to shoot a scene when someone pointed out the saucer overhead

As they watched it, the saucer came down to about 200 feet as though it were watch

ing them. Since the camera was loaded with film, the cameramen turned it skyward

and filmed the saucer until it left. The Music Assistant said it was still visible.

"Three of us stood in the street and watched the saucer, pointed out to us by

the Music Assistant. It reminded me of a distant sighting I had had of a Japanese

balloon in 1945. Just a shining pinhead in the sky, with washes of blue, distance

shimmering between us as it shrunk to pinpoint size and was gone.

"Two other Music Assistants returned from Lot Two and reported that the Air

Force had been contacted and the film taken to be developed. All of the company

were to meet with the Air Force at 2 p.m. Monday, and I think an auditorium on Lot

One was mentioned as the meeting place.

"I was always curious to know if the film turned out. There was some idea at

that time that a saucer magnetized motors and blanked out photo film.

"After Monday. I was brushed aside by the Music Assistants whenever I asked

any questions. Finally about Friday, the first Music Assistant said, 'Jean, will you

stop bugging me? I not only do not know how the film turned out, if I*did I couldn't
tell you! The Air Force has asked us not to discuss this incident with anyone. So

just forget it, will you?'" (xx.)

(xx.) Letter: To: Coral Lorenzen C/o Signet Books. 1301 Avenue ofthe Americas,

New York, N.Y. 1009. From: Jean Vierre, 9712 Culver Blvd., Culver City,

California. 9 December 1966. APRO files.

One can have fun with this alleged incident. Just suppose the "saucer" was an alien craft.

What would the crew think of the odd "ghost town" ofMGM's backlot?

23 July. Los Angeles, California. (7:00 p.m.)

"They sort of flipped before shooting off."

'Due to the uncertain date of the MGM case, this report may, or may not, have a connection
with Jean Vierre's story:

"Now its flying saucers over Los Angeles' International Airport.

"Three control tower operators reported they saw 'three unidentified objects'
in the sky for a full five minutes, although the radar equipment failed to detect
them last night.

"According to the tower's official log, the men saw the object about 7 p.m.

"Two ofthe operators looked at them through binoculars and described them
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as round

"After remaining stationary for five minutes, the objects 'flew away' leaving

vapor trails, the log entry stated.

"Edwin C. Johnson, owner of an airplane part manufacturing concern, said

he and several others have seen 'two flying saucers' over Hawthorne for four con-
sective nights.

"At least 25 eye witness have seen the objects, Johnson said.

"One of his employes, Jack Swinburn, said the objects resembled pulsating
stars and were high in the clear evening sky.

" 'But they weren't stars,' he said. 'They stood still for a while and then

streaked off. They were controlled by something.'

"Swinburn described them as having platter-like shapes with one side glow

ing and the other dark. They sort of flipped over on their dark sides before they
shot off,' he explained." (xx.)

(xx.) North Hollywood, California. Valley Times. 24 July 52.

23 July. Moundsville, West Virginia, (dusk)

"Four startling creations, brilliant yellow with a diffused orange rim."

Community excited by strange astral lights:

"Weird astral spectacles which have mystified the U.S. Air Force and scientists
generally became visible over the Moundsville community last night.

"Four startling creations, brilliant yellow with a diffused orange rim, moved at
a fairly swift pace from east to west through the sky last night, and were viewed by
Big Grave creek folks.

"The lights, moving at the same time that some airplanes were coursing by,
but in opposite directions, first were sighted by Arthur Games and family. The '
George Marple family, residing nearby, also viewed the strange sight.

"Mr. Games, a Moundsville taxi driver, said that it was not yet completely
dark, but clouds were gathering and the lights were thrown into clear focus. The
spectacle appeared'just before an electrical storm, accompanied by a brisk show
er

"The discs, differing from the formation of 'flying saucers' as described from
time to time by observers moved align, but were not uniformly spaced. The first
flashed by then a minute or two later two more appeared, only a few seconds apart.
The fourth came a minute or two later.

"The flight of the orbs seemed to be in the general direction ofNew Martins-
ville, Games said.

"Similar phenomena have been viewed in the east and midwest within the
past couple ofweeks, including the area over the national capital, Washington D.
C.s where government plane pilots observed lights." *(xx.)

(xx.) Moundsville, West Virginia. Echo. 24 July 52.
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23 July. York, Pennsylvania, (about 10:00 p.m.)

Two orange objects.

A brief press account states:

"Two York men have reported they sighted what they believe may have been

flying saucers—the term applied to a variety of real or imaginary cefestial visions

—Wednesday night about 10 o'clock. Oscar Moberg and Stuart W. Senit said

they were in Senft's yard at 2900 East Market street, York, when they saw 'two

of them, one above and to the side of the other.' Moberg said the objects were

orange and appeared to be about fifteen feet in diameter. In answer to a question,

he said they were at least twice as large as a full moon." (xx.)

(xx.) Hanover, Pennsylvania. Sun. 26 July 52.

24 July. Near Redlands, California. (2:30 a.m.)

"Zig-Zag flight."

The assistant director of civil defense for the Redland area, Sidney J. Conner, sees "saucer."

The press printed:

"Those 'flying saucers' have visited Redlands too, according to a report today.

"An assistant director of civil defense, Sidney J. Conner, reported that he saw

two luminous circular objects last Thursday morning about 2:30 a.m.

" 'I didn't tell anyone until now because I thought nobody would believe it,'
Conner explained.

" 'But after reading newspaper reports, I'm convinced they were real and not
my imagination,' he said.

"Describing the happening, Conner said he was working the midnight to 3 a.

m. air observer shift at the observation post on a peak near Edgemont Drive in the
Sunset Drive area.

"Shortly after 2:30 a.m., he tracked the lights ofan eastbound airliner with his

binoculars. As he lowered the glasses, they picked up a luminescent, round object,
amber in color, traveling west.

"The saucer—which might have been a sphere—traveled slowly west, but in

a zig-zag or saw-tooth up-and-down flight, he said.

"A few seconds later, another object ofthe same description moved across the
same path.

"Not until Monday, when similar reports came from other cities, did Conner
notify authorities." (xx.)

(xx.) Riverside, California. Press. 30 July 52.

24 July. Lewiston, Idaho. (5:00 a.m.)
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"It was traveling on its edge."

The local newspaper published:

"A 'flying saucer' was seen in the air 5 miles east ofLewiston yesterday by Mr.

and Mrs. Dan Wilson, 1216 5th St., Clarkston, as the couple was traveling to Lapwai
by car.

"Mr. and Mrs. Wilson said they saw 'a silver object seemingly about 3 inches

in diameter from our distance traveling at a very fast rate of speed into the sun.'

" 'It was traveling on its edge in an upright position and was twirling as it went

east. It was going into the sun and would be very bright when its flat side was to

ward us, then it would be narrow and dark as it twirled/ Mrs. Wilson reported.

"The object was seen at 5 a.m. for only a few seconds, she said. Both she and

her husband lost sight ofthe object when the car turned on a curve of the road.

"She estimated the distance from the object to their car at about one mile. It

was traveling up and to the right of their car as they traveled east on Highway 95."
(xx.)

(xx.) Lewiston, Idaho. Tribune. 25 July 52.

Summer 1952. Ft. Monmouth, New Jersey, (afternoon)

"Things were getting pretty hairy."

Hollywood actor Ed Asner, known to most people as Mary Tyler Moore's boss on a popular
TV series, made some interesting claims concerning UFOs. Successful at his chosen profession

and active in political causes, Asner had no need to fabricate stories, especially ones that could

hurt his credibility. It is interesting to note that Asner's assertions concerning military pressure
on UFO witnesses is similar to Jean Vierre's in the Culver City case. Here is Asner's story:

"The incident took place in the summer of 1952, while the actor was on duty

at Ft. Monmouth, NJ., Asner insists that many of his army buddies in the Signal

Corps were seeing UFOs on a regular basis—almost every day. In addition to the
visual observations, the unknowns were also being picked up on radar.

" 'I remember one particular sunny afternoon, just after 12 o'clock, the base

was in an uproar. One ofthe enlisted men had come running in and started telling
everyone that there was a formation of flying saucers overhead. At first they

thought he was crazy, but finally a number ofthe company engineers went outside
* and, sure enough, there they were! The men were kept busy for several days track

ing these strange discs through binoculars and calculating their speeds—which I
was told was astronomical—with sophisticated scientific instrumentation.'

"At the height ofthe UFO flap, Asner says, an emergency call was placed by
a high-ranking officer at Ft. Monmouth to a nearby Air Force base. 'A request

was made that pursuit planes be sent to chase the objects. I don't believe they were

ever able to get very close. The UFOs apparently outdistanced them with ease.' It
was at this point that the enlisted personnel at the base were told to keep quiet.

" Things were getting pretty hairy,' Asner recalled. 'Just about everyone had
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seen them, when one day all the men, during class, were formally told, 'If you

went home yesterday and told your wife that you saw a UFO, you will go home

today and tell her that you didn't?' The implication ofsuch a statement was made

perfectly clear. I guess they didn't want us to know too much. After all, we were

just a bunch ofArmy slobs—privates—and probably weren't suppose to be kept

abreast of such matters. It wasn't our business!'" (xx.)

(xx.) Beckley, Timothy Green. "Close Encounters ofthe Famous." UFOs

Among the Stars.

24 July. Weiser, Idaho, (night)

"I've never seen anything like it in my life."

Airport owner sees flying disc:

" 'I've been in the aviation game for 15 years and I've never seen anything

like that in my life.'

"John Pennington, owner ofthe Weiser Flying Service, said that this week

as he described the strange object which he saw hurtling through the skies over

the airport last Thursday night.

"Whether it was a 'flying saucer' or just what it was. Pennington says he

doesn't know, but he said one thing for sure—'it wasn't an optical illusion.'

"Pennington said he was just preparing to put some spraying dust in the

hopper on his plane, prior to flying over the Oregon side to dust some onions,

when he looked up and saw the strange object in the sky.

"Pennington said his wife also saw the strange object, which he described

as neither round or crescent-shaped, but more oblong than anything else.

"The airport man said the object had a bright metal color and was at about

15,000 feet. It was traveling in a southwesterly direction, he said at a high rate

ofspeed.

"The object was flying a zig-zag course and was visible for about three

minutes, he said. Pennington said as the object went out of sight it took on a

transparent color and then all ofa sudden it disappeared as if someone had

turned offan electric light switch." (xx.)

(xx.) Weiser, Idaho. Signal 31 July 52.

24 July. Over the Atlantic Ocean near Key West, Florida, (about 10:30 p.m.)

"Six strange fiery balls."

Testimony of Key Western Alexander B. Romero, (about 10:30 p.m.)

"Romero said that about 10:30 last night when he was driving home from

the airport, he sighted about six strange fiery 'balls' circling the sky out over the

ocean. They had the same color as the tip of a lit cigarette, he added. Travelling
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in a circular orbit, the objects cavorted about the heavens for four or five minutes,

Romero said. "I knew it wasn't lightning and I know a jet airplane when I see one,

Romero averred." (xx.)

(xx.) Key West, Florida. Citizen. 25 July 52.

July 25. Coffeyville, Kansas, (about 6:20 a.m.)

Flat on the bottom, curved on top.

A newspaper employee reported:

"Homer H. Blass reported he saw a flying saucer Friday while enroute from

Independence to his job as a Linotype operator for the Coffeyville Journal.

"He said the thing was flat on bottom, curved on top, and about the size of a

stock watering tank, some 12 feet in diameter. Blass said he sighted the object

while driving on the 10th Strett road four miles south ofIndependence at about
6:20 a.m.

"The object appeared to be moving slowly in a south-southeasterly direction,

Blass reported. All at once, he said, it stopped completely and then went west at

a high rate of speed." (xx.)

(xx.) Parsons, Kansas^ Sun. 26 July 52.

25 July. Ottawa, Ontario, Canada, (about 8:00 a.m.)

V-formation.

A report from the files of Canada's Department ofTransport: "At about 8:00 a.m. E.D.T.,

seven bright objects were seen in V-formation in the west and traveling south. They appeared

bright, bluish and self luminous, round and about one half size of the moon. Again at about

11 *45 a.m., E.D.T., two more similar objects were seen north and travelling east." (xx.)

(xx.) Bray, Arther. The UFO Connection. Jupiter Publishing: Ottawa, Canada, 1979.
p. 188.

26 July. Chippewa township, Pennsylvania, (after 9:00 a.m.)

"Certainly looked like a flying saucer."

A press account said:

"What spotter Albert Howard described as 'a disc that certainly looked like it

might have been one ofthose flying saucers' was spied over the Chippewa town

ship 'Skywatch' post shortly after 9 o'clock this morning. Roy Jewell head of the

observation unit reported.

"The aluminum-appearing object was high in the cloudless sky and when
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"The OSU astronomer acknowledged that there are other planets in outer

space similar to earth. But one can only turn to the planet-launched saucer

theory if'other type ofreasoning fails/" (xx.)

(xx.) Columbus, Ohio. Citizen. 25 July 52.

The article also mentioned this: "As for another story about a mysterious object which suppos

edly crashed in New Mexico, Dr. Hynek called it a hoax. The former Air Force investigator

said it was merely an excellently-fabricated yarn [He must be referring to the Frank Scully

story]." (xx.)

(xx.) Ibid.

More speculation. The secret weapon theory.

Scripps-Howard Science Editor David Dietz took issue with the secret weapon theory making

the rounds. He felt there were two reasons to reject the idea. On was the array ofplausible

official denials and the other was the present state oftechnology:

"Exponents ofthe secret weapon theory like to call attention to the wartime de

velopment ofthe atomic bomb and radar. The situation is not in the least comparable.

"The possibility of both these developments was well known prior to Pearl Har

bor and had been commented upon many times by the nation's science writers includ

ing myself." (xx.)

(xx.) Albuquerque, New Mexico. Tribune. 25 August 52.

Are UFOs Navy craft?

Dietz's reasoning was sound, which makes one wonder why there was gossip about the Navy.

The science editor wrote:

"The gossip around Washington is that until Samford made his sweeping

statement [in late July], many Air Force officers suspected that the flying saucers

were a Navy development.

"It would be a neat trick to let the Navy work on flying saucers while the Air

Force quite honestly protested its ignorance ofthem." (xx.)

(xx.) Ibid.

27 July. Eastham, Massachusetts, (about 3:00 p.m.)

News report:

"Several 'silver discs' the size of plates were reported flying high over the

Camp Wellfleet firing range about 3:00 p.m. yesterday by Mr. and Mrs. William

Warren of West Harwich and Mrs. Frederick L. Loucks of Dennisport Beach.



29

'The disc-like objects came toward the land from the water and were observed for

a minute or more, Mrs. Warren said, when they vanished into the heat haze

"Mr. Loucks was the only member of the foursome who saw nothing, they said."

(xx.)

(xx.) Eastham, Massschusetts. (Clipping only on file. No newspaper or news service

source data available) 26 July 52.

25 July. Spray Beach, Long Island, New York. (7:30 p.m.)

Firey thing 100 feet long..

In a letter to the editor businessman Edward Wolfman wrote:

"I was standing outside the back ofmy house at Spray Beach when my son, Roger,

called my attention to it. He thought it was an airplane engaged in sky writing.

"Above the mainland, about one mile up, there was a yellow, fiery light standing

still. The light seemed almost 100 feet long. It stayed in one position for about five

minutes. Then it changed its position for another five minutes. (I timed it.) First it was

in a vertical position, then on a horizontal plane. Then it took off with a speed that no

jet—or any thing else we have—could have caught up with it." (xx.)

(xx.) Beach Haven, New Jersey. Letter to the Editor. Beach Haven Times. 5 August 52.

25 July. Inglewood, California. (7:50 p.m,7:45 p.m.)

Large disc and four smaller ones?

According to the Inglewood News:

"Mysterious silvery objects high up in the sky were observed by two Inglewood

firemen and a physician last night shortly before sunset.

"Dick Pfeiffer said that 'flying saucer' type discs were seen by him and Cliff

Freeman and Dr. Howard Goldin and two ambulance drivers while they were stand

ing in the infield of Carre 11 Speedway in Gardena.

"The strange 'thing' appeared stationary high in the sky northeast ofthe racing

oval located at 174th Street and Vermont Avenue, the fireman said.
" 'After a while the 'saucer' banked, and at the same time we could see four

smaller discs slip off[?] aad all five flew in formation, one behind the other for a

short while until all ofthem moved higher in the sky and disappeared,' Pfeiffer

said.

"He explained that the 'saucers' were suspended at very high altitudes and that

two planes flew underneath them much closer to the ground.

" 'At first I thought the object was a star,' Pfeiffer recounted. Then I took

another look and knew it wasn't.'

"He stated that he and his companions, who were all working as an emergency
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crew during the races, observed the saucers for approximately four to five minutes,

and were concentrating so hard on the mystery objects that they failed to notice a

motorcycle spill.

"He said he first noticed the apparition at 7:50 p.m.

"Mrs. Elizabeth Trombetta, of 537-C East 99th Street and Mrs. Anna Johanson,
302 East Ellis Street, saw the 'saucers' from the Hawthorne City Park for between

five and 10 minutes, it was reported by the former's daughter, Mrs. Lloyd Latterman.

The pair stated that one saucer went north and the other south after a while and the

three others just disappeared. The two women also said they saw several planes fly

ing underneath the mystery objects they at first took for stars.

"The local flying saucer fever broke out Thursday when Edwin C. Johnson,

Hawthorne manufacturer said he had observed the discs on four successive nights

over Northrop Aircraft. He said his observation had disclosed that the saucers stood

still for a while before they were whisked away as if being controlled." (xx.)

(xx.) Inglewood, California. News. 26 July 52.

25 July. Gadsden, Alabama, (about 8:00 p.m.)

UFO, round in the middle with a flat ring around it, hovers over steel plant.

Press report:

"Gadsden had another visit last night by a flying saucer.

"At least, that's what two teenage youths claimed today.

"Horace Brannon, 14, of 806 Wanonah Street, said he saw a disk at about 8:00 p.m.,

over Republic Steel plant.

"He and A.L. Gowens, Jr., 1409 Gardner Street, saw the mysterious object while

riding motorcycles.

" 'It was stopped over when we first saw it. It stayed that way and then went toward

Attalla. It was going real fast,' the Brannon youth said.

" Brannon said the object looked 'pretty large.' 'It was sort ofround in the middle

and had a flat ring around it.'

"He said he and Gowens thought it was a kite at first.

"Brannon said the disk disappeared rapidly, upward and toward Attalla.

"This was the second unidentified object to be reported hovering over the big steel

plant within two months." (xx.)

(xx.) Gadsden. Alabama. Times 26 July 52.

25 July. Lavalette, New Jersey. (8:15 - 8:30 p.m.)

"Long thin cloud?" People in cars were gazing at the sky.

Another press report:
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"Three Trenton residents were among many persons who saw a 'flying saucer'

Friday night over Lavalette.

"Mrs. Elvin K. Sharp of 319 Tioga Street said she saw the 'saucer' high in the

skies above Lavalette between 8:15 and 8:30 p.m.

" 'I was looking toward the bay,' Mrs. Sharp reported, 'and thought at last it

was a long, thin cloud. But it was moving fast. It traveled north, turned and came

south, then went directly east. I came to notice it because so many people in cars

ahead ofme were gazing at the sky.

"The same 'saucer' was seen by Miss Betsy Kuhn and Fred Febiselcone, both

of of 715 Monmouth Street." (xx.)

(xx.) Trenton, New Jersey. Times. 28 July 52.

25 July. Ironwood, Michigan. (8:45 p.m.)

Invasion by the strange.

The local newspaper printed:

"Ironwood apparently is not immune from invasion by strange objects flying about

in the nighttime.

"Two residents reportedly saw an unidentifiable object in the sky near the fair

grounds last Friday at 8:45 p.m., J.M. Beach, Jr., 614 Lake St. and Merrit Bissel, 742

East Ayer St., said they saw the object for several minutes before it eventually drifted
off.

" 'It seemed to be a dark object, about 200 feet long and 500 feet above the ground,'

said Beach, 'although it is very difficult to judge size and distance in such an observa
tion.

" 'As we drove along we noticed this object seemingly hanging in the air. We got

out ofthe car for a better view. There were no lights and there was no sound. It didn't

seem to move for some time. Then as we watched, it appeared to move off at an angle,

stopped again and then moved off in the direction ofthe Resettlement and disappeared
in a matter of half a minute or less.

" 'In all my experience in the air service I have never seen anything like it, for it

had no similarity to any ofthe balloons I have seen for they don't move that fast.

"Bissel said the object appeared oval in shape and black. It wasn't a cloud, he re
marked, because there were no clouds in the clear sky. 'It looked black, and kept its

^ form,' he reported, 'and finally drifted away after several minutes.' He added that he

didn't believe it resembled anything to fit the description of the 'flying saucers' report
edly seen across the country." (xx.)

(xx.) Ironwood, Michigan. Globe. 30 July 52.

25 July. Paterson, New Jersey. (9:30 p.m.)

Orange-gold discs.
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The local press reported:

"Arthur Recca, of 49 East 17th St.,*a storeroom clerk for the

Paterson Housing Authority, said today that last Friday at 9:30

p m., while visiting his parents at 149 North 5th St., he spotted a
pair of orange-gold colored discs in the sky. Mr. Recca said the

discs were stationary, for awhile, then parted and shot off in op

posite di rections at a fast speed, and returned together again be

fore disappearing.

"He said he thought the discs were smaller than commer

cial airplanes and were round rather than platter-shaped." (xx.)

(xx.) Paterson, New Jersey. News. 29 July 52.

25 July. Wilks-Barre, Pennsylvania, (about 11:00 p.m.)

"Strange Apparitions." Huge grey mass. Four orange lights.

According to a press account:

"A huge grey disk that appeared to have four orange lights situated opposite each

other on its outer rim was observed by a Wilkes-Barre woman, Mrs. Ann Flecknoe, of
30 North Main street. This and a large cigar-shaped white object, observed by At

torney William H. Valentine, ofLehman, are the latest of several celestial objects re

sembling flying saucers reported by Wyoming Valley residents, in the past several days.
"Mrs. Flecknoe, who has made a hobby ofobserving the skies, reported that while

watching a display of meteors in the southern skies last Friday night around 11, her at

tention was attracted to a large rond, grey mass situated high up in the sky in the direct
ion of South Wilkes-Barre. She thought at first it was a cloud. Suddenly she saw a red

light on the right side ofthe grey mass which, by this time, had assumed a saucer-like

shape.

"As Mrs. Flecknoe continued to watch spellbound, the 'saucer' seemed to turn

over until it hung vertically in the air and then she saw clearly, four orange lights, about
the size of a 'honey dew melon' on the outer edge ofthe phenomenon. Then slowly,
after a minute or two, the huge disk, which she estimated to be at least six times the
"size~oTthTmoon,"seemed'toturn over and fade before her eyes. At this point she called

Mrs. Viola Redstone, a roomer in her house who also observed the fading disk. Mrs.

Flecknoe said the object then disappeared in what may have been smoke or a cloud."

(xx.)

(xx.) Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania. Times-Leader News. 31 July 52.

25 July. East Bronx, New York, (late night)

"Reddish-orange formation."

The sighting as published in the New York Post:
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"It might appear to be just another 'flying saucer' tale. Yet it involves nor one

'saucer5—but 17 of the mysterious objects. The 'saucers'—which appeared reddish

orange in color were sighted in the sky above 1041 Tiffany St. in the East Bronx,

late Friday night by two women and two girls.

" 'It was a hot dull night and we began counting stars for excitement,' said Rita

Acura, 16, of 1035 Tiffany St.

" 'But it proved far more exacting than we might have imagined,' she said, 'for

we wound up counting "saucers" instead.'

" 'They sped through the sky in a huge reddish orange formation which looked

like an upside down "J," the girl said.

" 'Although they were visible for only about 10 seconds, we managed to count

17 in all'

"Rita's observations were confirmed by her mother, Mrs. Marie Acuna; a

neighbor, Mrs. Sylvia Finkelstein, of 1041 Tiffany St., and the girl's little sister,

Yvonne, 9, all ofwhom had been engaged in 'star counting' when the saucers were

sighted.

" 'I've seen eclipses and things like that,' said Mrs. Finkelstein, 'but this was

different—and more thrilling than anything I've ever seen." (See drawing by Rita

below as it appeared in the Post) (xx.)

(xx.) New York, New York. Post. 29 July 52.

TM» U ■ thrlili of ihr (Ulnr ijuicn-" formation driMti liy Rll*
Artin* ultlih >hf ami Uirve <»l!V>rt *»w vlrraktn? i,ros< Hie

*kl*!!!._Th* "fll-l"al ''•* '"•< " "'■"' I" Mr lope* offM-UK

25 July. Memphis, Tennessee, (shortly before midnight)

Sharp turn.
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A Memphis paper states:

"Thomas J. Chandler, 42, of 57 N. Believe, reports he saw a luminous object

in the sky shortly before midnight last Friday.

"Chandler said he was looking out the back window of his home, when he

saw a flattish, round object traveling thru the sky from the southwest.

" 'Just before it got over us,' Chandler said, 'it turned sharply, just as the

cutting a corner [90 degree?], and headed directly northeast. I ran to the front of

the house, but it was gone from sight.'

"Chandler said just as the object turned, he saw what appeared to be 'reddish

amber fire coming from the back end. The object made a dim humming sound."

(xx.)

(xx.) Memphi, Tennessee. Press-Scimitar. 30 July 52.

25 July. Lancaster, California, (shortly before midnight)

"Saucers7 over desert."

The press states:

"The sheriffs office here says more than half a dozen persons reported sight

ing two round reddish,-white lights moving in the sky shortly before midnight Fri

day night.

"Sgt. I.L. McCaleb said deputies T.M. Morrisey and W.D. Malette spotted

them first.

" 'They appeared above the horizon to the west,' McCaleb said the deputies

told him. 'At first they settled toward the earth, then hovered. Finally, while one

stayed motionless, the other took off in a southerly direction, passing behind a hill.

" 'It reappeared on the other side and finally disappeared. The other then

began swinging like a pendulum. It finally dropped below the horizon.'

"McCaleb said jet planes were sent up from George Air Force Base at nearby

Victorville to investigate, but found nothing." (xx.)

(xx.) Trinidad, Colorado. Morning Light, 30 July 52.

25 July. Ft. Wayne, Indiana, (about midnight)

"A bright orange like fire."

According to the News-Sentinel:

"Persons in two different areas ofthe city reported having seen a 'ball of fire'

emitting 'sparks behind it like a kid's sparkler' close to midnight Friday.

"The accounts came separately but tallied as closely as one concerted report.

"Mrs. Leota Stauffer, 418 East Lewis St., said she saw the object at about 20

minutes before midnight coming from the west and going southeast horizontally
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across the sky 'about half again as high as St. Mary's steeple.'

"She was sitting on her porch looking in the north sky when the 'ball of fire'

appeared. 'It was about the size of a saucer and bright orange like fire,' she said,

and it looked like it had sparks like from, a kid's Fourth of July sparkler coming

from the back of it.'

"Mrs. Stauffer lost sight of the object behind a tree when she stepped out to

the sidewalk for a better look.

"Meanwhile another report came from Mr. and Mrs. Carl Rackeweg, 2311

Gay St., and their neighbors, Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Tegtmeyer, 2309 Gay St., who

said they saw 'a round, whirling, bright object which came to a point in back and

emitted sparks behind it like a sparkler' at about 5 minutes to midnight Friday.

"They gave its direction as coming from the northwest heading southeast,

traversing the sky horizontally about two-thirds ofthe way up above the horizon

below the stars.

"They judged it was visible to them for five seconds before it suddenly dis

appeared.

"The foursome were standing in the yard facing north when they spotted the

object. They said it was reddish in color and 'seemed to look like a ball of fire.'

"All five observers described the sparks as trailing very close to the disc and

said it was not going as fast as a shooting or falling star and that it was too large

to be a star." (xx.)

(xx.) Ft. Wayne, Indiana. News-Sentinel, 28 July 52.
-•

26 July. Over Lake Erie. (3:00 a.m.)

A letter to Canadian authorities:

". over Lake Erie last Sat. [the 26th?] 3 a.m. when my alarm clock wakened

me to take a capsule, I looked into the star studded sky over the lake to the south

and I saw this orange-colored ball. As I watched a piece of fiery stuff seemed

to drip or was spun off it. It was seemingly hanging stationary there for the five

minutes I watched it.

"I awaken my husband and he agreed it wasn't a star—more like a comet—

as [it was] much too large for a star.

"I've compared it's colour and size to the stars and believe it to be different.

I cannot say when it disappeared but now I am sorry I did not watch it longer.

"I did check the heavens the two following mornings at that time as I had to

take capsules then but saw nothing either time like that.

"We are located close to Cedar Springs Rifle Range on Lake Front in Raleigh

... [The rest ofaddress not readable but apparently the woman lived on the north

shore ofLake Erie near the Canadian town of Cedar Springs.], (xx.)

(xx.) Canadian flies. Envelope stamped, "July 30, 1952." Also stamped "Received on

July 31,1952."



36

26 July. Washington D.C. The radar targets.

Dr. James McDonald contacted Robert B. Union who was a first hand witness to the Washing

ton D.C. excitement. Mr. Union worked side-by-side with Harry Barnes at Washington Nation

al Airport. Dr. McDonald wrote in a letter to Don Berliner:

"He [Mr. Union] was a visitor on 7/26 at DCA, not on duty, but present

through the whole episode. Said the blips were unmistakably solid, not weather

or ducks. Confirmed that F-94s got lock-ons with targets whose motions were

matched on the ARTC scopes he and others were monitoring at Hangar 6." (xx.)

(xx.) Letter: To: Don Berliner. From: Dr. James McDonald. Date: February 26,

1968. University of Arizona at Tucson Library, Special Collections Division,

Tucson, Arizona. Photocopy in author's files.

More on the Washington excitement.

Richard Hall Wrote to the Condon Committee member Robert Low:

"You might mention to [Condon Committee investigator] Mr. Wertheimer that

I have located my memo on the wife of a CAB member who was personally involved

in the 1952 Washington sightings when she was working for American Airlines.

"Again, this will have to be kept confidential (her name) since we have not

checked back with her. If desirable, we would be glad to try to arrange an interview.

She told us that the airport was buzzed repeatedly, that she knows American personnel,

including pilots, who saw the UFOs, as did people in the VIP room. This does not

show on my memo, but I recall her saying that most ofthese sightings were not public

ly reported." (xx.)

(xx.) Letter: To: Dr. Robert Low, University of Colorado, Boulder, Colorado. From:

Richard Hall (no address given) Date: 6 December 1966. Photocopy in author's

Files.

26 July. Washington D.C. The jet scrambles.

Al Chop: "It just happened that the air defense squadron that normally guards the capital was

assigned to New Castle, Delaware, because they were repairing runways at Boiling Air Force

Base It seems unusual that the UFOs visited the capital during the time the jets weren't there."

(xx.)

(xx.) Michaels, Susan. Sightings: UFOs. A Fireside Book: Simon & Schuster, New York,

NY., 1997. p.23.

26 July. Washington D.C. Jet scramble. Pilot Andrew J. Sabatino.

"We were flying at 500 feet and the Washington Monument was 550 feet tall."
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Reporter Steven Leech interviewed jet pilot Andrew J. Sabatino:

". Sabatino remembers the night.New Castle County Air Base got the call to

action, that night when the bases' F-94C interceptors were scrambled. He was the

radar operator in one ofthose F-94C's, but by the time they got to the site, nothing

appeared on his radar screen.

" 'I had no idea what we were chasing,' he says, Sabatino, who remained a

resident in Delaware until retiring to Florida in May [2000], admits he doesn't

believe in the existence ofUFO's. However, he was willing to relate some details

of the mission.

"Over the course of that Saturday night, four to 12 UFO's had been picked up

on radar at Washington National Airport and at nearby Andrews Air Force Base. At

11:25 p.m., the F-94C's were dispatched. According to Sabatino, his pilot, Lieuten

ant William L. Patterson, was ordered to fly patterns at incrementally lower altitudes

of about 10,000 feet. Their mission: to search for targets.

" 'The lower I got,' Sabatino says, referring to his radar scope, 'the less I could

see because ofthe ground clutter.' Radar installed in fighter aircraft works best at

higher altitudes, he explains.

"Back and forth they went, but nothing unusual appeared on the screen. By the

time they were ordered to fly patterns at 500 feet, Sabatino realized the Washington

Monument was 550 feet tall and he consequently became concerned about crashing

into it.

"Patterson, who was in a better position to make visual contact, claimed to have

seen four lights about 10 miles ahead; but they disappeared before he could overtake

them. He was quoted in the July 28 edition of The Wilmington Morning News as

saying the UFO's '.. .were really moving'—faster than the 600 mph top speed ofhis

F-94C." (xx.)

(xx.) Leech, Steven. "LOOK! Up in the sky..." Out & About. Wilmington,

Delaware. July 2000.

26 July. Washington D.C. Jet scrambles.

If one wonders why more isn't known about the jet scrambles. Perhaps that can be explained

by the fact Sabatino talked freely fifty years later while interviews conducted in July 1952 are

hard to come by. An example was Captain Robert P. Mangone of New Kensington, Penn

sylvania, who was approached by the press when he was home on leave. His hometown paper

published:

"A jet flier with the Air Defense Command's 142nd Fighter Interceptor
squadron, Captain Mangone remains strictly mum whether or not he spotted any

saucers or whether they actually exist. But he doesn't fail to leave an impression

that they MAY be a reality." (xx.)

(xx.) New Kensington, Pennsylvania. Dispatch. 19 August 52.
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26 July. Norfolk, Virginia, (about 8:00 p.m.)

Orange-colored ball.

A press report states:

"A clerk-typist in the Norfolk County Clerk's Office has joined the once-

exclusive group that is growing larger daily. She saw a flying saucer.

"Mrs. Margaret Fields, of4815 Old Suffolk Boulevard, was sitting on her

front porch Saturday night about 8 o'clock when she saw the object.

"She had just finished baking a cake and was getting a breath of fresh air.

At first she thought the orange-colored ball was a shooting star then realized it

was too large. She described it as being between an orange and a grapefruit in

size.

"It was not red enough, she said, to be a ball of fire and it was not flying

at too high an altitude. It appeared from the southeast.

"As she watched, the saucer fell a few feet and hung suspended for about

a second. It then fell a few more feet and disappeared.

"Mrs. Field said there did not appear to be any disintegration and it did not

light up the sky.

"She called her husband when she first spotted the object but it had disap

peared before he reached the porch. The couple sat and watched for awhile long

er but the saucer did not reappear. None ofher neighbors reported seeing it."

(xx.)

(xx.) Norfolk, Virginia. Ledger-Dispatch. 28 July 52.

26 July. Takoma Park, Maryland, (about 9:00 p.m.)

Mystery light in the Washington D.C. area.

Norman Sissenwine was an Air Force Weather Officer. He was not aware anything of import

ance was taking place in the air over the nation's capital the evening of July 26th, however a
light in the sky was strange enough to attract his attention. The site of his observation was the

town ofTakoma Park, Maryland, which is just south of Silver Spring and almost within the

District of Columbia. Sissenwine thought enough ofhis sighting to submit a statement to the

authorities at Andrews AFB. Here is his account:

"A few minutes after 2100 hours, 26 July 1952,1 was standing in front ofmy

home at 7227 Garland Avenue, Takoma Park, Maryland conversing with my neigh

bor , Mister Anthony [... name not legible], when his eleven-year-old daughter

called our attention to an object in the sky which she identified as a 'shooting star.'

This object was a bright white unfocused light which appeared to be emitted from a

point or circular source. It was about five times as large as a large star.

"When first noted the 'object' was located due south about twenty degrees

above the horizon and approximately five miles away. I estimated that it was mov

ing at a speed greater than I had noted for jet airplanes, considering this estimated
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distance. It was headed north east moving straight and level. About a minute later

it disappeared from sight behind tall trees to the east north east. This spectacle was

also witnessed by our wives, children and other children.

"I am a meteorologist with 12 years of experience in observing the sky. This

'object' was unlike any I had observed before. It did not resemble a meteor, comet,

normaslly lighted aircraft or aircraft with landing lights on. Its color and light in

tensity remained constant, resembling that of a bright white star. Its size and move

ment rules out this possibility however. It could not have been a balloon or similar

wind blown object as the winds were [230? ...number not legible] degrees at ten

knots at five thousand feet increasing to fifteen knots at ten thousand feet.

"No associated sound was heard until the 'object' was passing out of sight at

which time a sound resembling that of an airplane became evident. It is possible,

however, that this sound could have come from an unsighted airplane.

"Immediately following this observation we discussed the origin of this 'ob

ject' and jokingly agreed that that it was a 'flying saucer.' The next day on read

ing the newspapers we were greatly surprised to learn that strange objects had been

spotted and that the 'objects' had out distanced a jet fighter.

'This information is forwarded as corroborative evidence of this already much

publicized event. No explanation is offered other than to note that the 'object' had

no supernatural appearance.

Norman Sissenwine

Capt. USAF

29 July 1952 (xx.)

(xx.) Letter: To: Dr. James E. McDonald, Dept. ofMeteorology, University of Arizona,

Tucson, Arizona. 85721. From: Norman Sissenwine, Chief, Design Climatology

Branch, Aerospace Instrumentation Laboratory, Bedford, Massachusetts. 1 Atch

Statement: "Mysterious Airborne Object." 13 October 1967. Photocopy in author's

files.

26 July. Lexington, Kentucky. (9:00 p.m.)

"Mother ships?"

A press report tell us:

" 'Flying saucers' which Air Force planes chased over Washington Saturday

night may have made their way to Lexington skies

"Five persons last night said they saw objects in the sky at about 9 p.m. Sat

urday while they were sitting in the parking lot at Ball's Ice Cream Company,

South Limestone street. The report was made by Pat Wylie, Richmond.

"Wylie said that he and Charles Tucker, Elam Tucker and Mrs. J. T. Tucker,

all of 1101 South Limestone, and Wolfgang Peinecke, Hanover, Germany, saw the

'round, flat-like' objects.

"The saucers had an orange-yellow glow, and alternately disappeared and



40

returned, Wylie stated. He added that two ofthe objects seemed very large, fol

lowed by about 15 smaller saucers.

"Wylie said that it was difficult to determine the direction of travel. At times,

he said, the saucers looked as if they were spinning and making wide turns to the

northeast.

"Wylie and Elam Tucker said they watched the objects for about 15 min

utes." (xx.)

(xx.) Lexington, Kentucky. Herald. 28 July 52.

26 July. Near Boise, Idaho, (no time)

Skeptic sees something. (See clipping)

26 July. Salt Lake City, Utah. (9:15 p.m.)

i

Huge orange thing hovers over Salt Lake. '

The Deseret News published:

This Clipping From

PROYO, UTAH

HERALD

6 1&52

"Reports of flying saucers hovering over Salt Lake City

continued pouring in to the Deseret News editorial room Monday.

"Dozens of Salt Lake residents reported they saw a 'strange-

looking, orange-colored object' high in the western skies at ap

proximately 9:15 p.m. Saturday.

"Ray Mallory, 4029 Olympus Way, sales manager for Inter-

mountain Solvent Company, said he and Mrs. Mallory watched

the object with field glasses for some 15 minutes.

" 'At first we thought it was the moon,' Mr. Mallory said,

but it was too large and too bright in color—besides the moon is now in its first

quarter and is very thin so it could not possibly have been the moon.'

"The fiery orange was described by Mr. Mallory and others as having a dark

streak across it, and fading from orange in the center to a dull grey on the edges.

"Mr. Mallory said that after remaining relatively still in one spot for about

15 minutes, it suddenly appeared to turn sideways—within a matter of 10 seconds,

he said—toward the Western horizon.

"The Mallorys said that their strong field glasses (though which they can

clearly see the Capital some 15 miles from their home) did virtually no good at

all in helping them discern-details ofthe object. Mr. Mallory estimated that it was

probably 25,000 or 30,000 feet high." (xx.)

(xx.) Salt Lake City, Utah. Deseret News. 28 July 52.

26 July. Salt Lake City, Utah. (9:15 p.m.)

More on the Salt Lake City case:

Skeptic Admits

flying Saucers

Are Very Real
BOISE (UP)— Another Botsean.

who formerly hid been of the

opinion that this flylne saucer

butlnen was Just so much hog-

wash, admitted Wednesday that he

taw one.

Clifford Higby, 60. uld he was

driving near King Hill Saturday,

July 26, when he saw a pale green

light, half the size of a full moon,

HIgby safd the object fell almost
perpendicularly toward the earth

and then seemed to turn sharply

to follow i course parallel with

the ground before It disappeared

behind a hill
At first Hlftby *a)d he thought

bJt eyea were playlnu tricks, but

his wife told him she had seen

tht fame thing.
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"A flying saucer 'as big as a house and fiery orange' in color was reported

hovering over Salt Lake City for several minutes Saturday night by several Salt

Lake residents.

"The saucer was first sighted by Mrs. Edward Rahan of 3253 Gregson Ave.

Mrs. Rahan said she was sitting on her front porch when she first saw the object

hovering in the air 'over the main part of town.'

"A total of about 10 persons watched the missile cavort about the sky and

finally disappeared over the southwest mountains near Bingham, Mrs. Rahan

said.

"David Colton, 3241 East Gregson Ave., said the object appeared to be three

thousand feet high.

" 'When it turned on its edge a black stripe about three feet wide appeared

across the length ofthe disc,' Mrs. Rahan declared." (xx.)

(xx.) Salt Lake City, Utah. Deseret News. 27 July 52.

26 July. Was a piece shot off a flying saucer during the Washington D.C. flap?

The claim:

"Letters written 25 years ago reveal that former Rear Admiral Herbert B.

Knowles was involved in the examination of fragments of a UFO shot at over

Washington D.C in 1952. The correspondence resulted from inquiries conducted

by Ohio UFOlogist C.W. Fitch in 1961.

"Fitch had been told by former NICAP board member, the Reverend Albert

Bailer, that Admiral Knawles was a guest at Rev. Bailer's home one evening

when the topic ofUFOs came up. Knowles was also a board member ofNICAP

but apparently had not mentioned the UFO tale he was to describe to Rev. Bailer.

"Fitch took the fragments ofthe story that Rev. Bailer had related to him and

proceeded to contact Admiral Knowles at his home in Eliot, Maine. Admiral

Knowles was at this time retired. The following extracts from Knowles' letter

relate as much a^ he knew." (xx.)

(xx.) "Early Crashed Disc Data Uncovered " Just Cause. Ed. Barry Greenwood. Number 7.

New Series. March 1986. pp.3-4.

Information from the Admiral Knowles extracts:

"August 27, 1961 .

" 'Yes, I have had a piece of a small disc in my hands. It was shown me by Mr.

Wilbert Smith. At that time (1952), Mr. Smith was heading the 'Flying Saucer' re

search ofthe Canadian government and working in very close cooperation with our

authorities in Washington D.C. He is still very much interested in this matter and

does independent research. The Canadian Government has 'officially' abandoned

the project.'

" 'To the best ofmy recollection the object was shot down by a plane and seen
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to fall in the yard of a farmer across the river in Virginia. Upon searching the area

several pieces were found, one of which was turned over to Mr. Smith for indepen

dent research. In one ofhis trips down^o see me he brought the piece along for my

inspection.'

" 'It was a chunk ofamorphous metal-like structure, brownish in color where

broken, with a curved edge indicating the whole thing to have been not over 2 feet

in diameter. The edge was rounded in cross section, perhaps a quarter inch thick

and obviously swelled to a considerably greater thickness at the center. The outer

surface was smooth but not polished, and at the broken sections there were obvious

ly iron particles and even evidence of iron rust. I would say that the weight was

somewhat lighter than if of solid iron, but it was not 'extremely light.'

" 'Mr. Smith told me that a chemical test had been made ofthe piece at hand,

that iron had been found in it but little if anything else could be identified." (xx.)

(xx.) Ibid.

Sketch. (See below the drawing that was included in the Just Cause article)

SIDE VIEW ' — T0P VIEW

(redrawn from faded

originals by the editor)

One might think that if the material was really from a flying saucer it would be unlikely the

U S. would loan it out to even our Canadian friends, or that Smith would carry it around and

show it to people who had no right to know. The only way that might be rationalized would

be, one thinks, if there was a considerable amount to go around. Smith, in a letter to C.W.

Fitch dated 23 October 1961, wrote: "There is a great deal of this around, most of it in U.S.

official (not USAF) hands, but there is quite a bit of it in private hands as well" (xx.)

(xx.) Document from Dr. Willy Smith's files: "Phone Conversation 2/13/69 Earl Neffand

And C. Wesley Fitch." Photocopy in author's files.

In November 1961 C.W. Fitch taped an interview with Wilbert Smith over the phone. The

account of the "shoot down" matches approximately that version related by Knowles.
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Smith's version.

"In the sightings ofUFO's over Washington D.C. in July of 1952, the following

incident took place. On this particular evening a total of 52 glowing objects appeared

over the city.

"Every plane in the area was ordered up that night in an attempt to intercept them,

and if possible shoot down one ofthe objects. The planes were given instructions to

fire on them if possible. One pilot succeeded in getting a lock on one ofthe objects as

it flashed across in front ofhim. He opened up with a burst of machine gun fire and

succeeded in hitting one ofthe objects and knocking a piece from its rim. The object

itself kept on going and disappeared but the segment from its edge fell earthward.

"The object was glowing, as before mentioned, and the piece from its rim was

also glowing as it fell earthward. The pilot watched it fall and reported the approxi

mate location in which it fell to a ground search crew in the area.

"It fell across the river in a farmer's field in Virginia and was recovered by the

search crew within the hour. The piece was still glowing when found. This segment

was approximately 15 inches in length and was curved, indicating it was a portion of a

2 foot diameter disc.

"Smith stated that this segment was cut into three portions, one of which was

loaned to him for a short time to perform on it a quantitative analysis. This was done

by his group in Canada and the portion returned to the governmental group in Wash

ington from which it had been received. Smith stated that the segment weighed a little

more than a pound. Wljen questioned as to its composition, he stated, that he had

handled several pieces ofUFO 'hardware' including this one and that the principal

difference in them was that the metals they contained were much harder than we can

produce here on earth. This particular piece was a was a matrix of magnesium ortho-

silicate with little globules of iron embedded in it with a dimple on one side." (xx.)

(xx.) Ibid.

Moreover:

"Mr. Smith said the Air Force didn't say that there isn't any UFO 'hardware'

.. .they said that they have none!

"Fitch then said, 'Well that's sure one way of getting around the subject with

out telling an 'untruth!' At which comment Smith chuckled indicating that Fitch

had correctly interpreted his remark." (xx.)

(xx.) Ibid.

Smith's story. Some comments.

There is no indication in available official files "52 objects" were in the air over Washington

D.C. Perhaps 52 radar tracks were recorded, which seems possible since there was a lot of

activity on the scopes and the tracking short lived for any particular blip. In that case one object

can generate multiple tracks. Another problem is the assertion "everything was sent up" to

chase the UFOs. Official records indicate only a few aircraft from Delaware.
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It was officially announced jets had permission to shoot UFOs for a short time and it is also

known that interceptors at that time were "running hot," meaning they were fully capable. It is
also interesting to note it was eventually alleged the plane that did the shooting was a Navy

fighter. Records for this alleged encounter could be in Navy files, perhaps in the paperwork of

the Potomac River Naval Command, Washington D.C. Another fact is that Navy fighters were

taking part in Air Defense Command's "Russian air attack" exercises (SIGNPOST) at the time.

Cdr. Alvin C. Moore.

Dr. James McDonald also had something to say about this "shooting incident". In a letter to

Dick Hall, McDonald says: "Art [Lundahl] sent me a postcard with the name and address of Cdr.

Alvin C. Moore, the one who used to work with him at the Agency [CIA] and who recovered the

the metallic object [Was he in charge of a Navy ground recovery team?] in DC area in 1952,

only to have it stolen from his home later [?!]." (xx.) Burglary is a typical CIA operation.

Sometimes the agency uses ex-criminals who are experts.

(xx.) Letter: To: Dick Hall. From:jem. 5 August 70. Photocopy in author's files.

Lt. Commander Frank "Thomas." More intrigue?

Sometime prior to 1955 Donald Keyhoe was approached by a Navy Lt. Commander Frank

"Thomas." (It would be interesting to know if the man used that name or his actual name of

"Thompson." Or, perhaps, "Thomas" was a nickname. Its also possible Keyhoe got it wrong,

although the Keyhoe was said to have an excellent memory.)

In any case, Keyhoe wrote in his 1955 book, Flying Saucer Conspiracy:

"According to Thomas, a peculiar object had fallen near Washington during

the mass saucer sightings in 1952. Retrieved by a naval officer, it was later an

alyzed by the Bureau of Standards [Did that organization examine all UFO mater

ial? Is there an untold story here about Dr. Condon or Roswell?]. From the des

cription Thomas gave me, I realized it was similar to the object which had crashed

through the house at Sylacauga, Alabama [A meteor which was recovered],

"However, one side of it was flat with odd markings, as if it had been milled.

During tests the unknown substance proved to be fire-resistant. But the analysis,

Thomas said, had failed to determine whether it was an artificially constructed ob

ject or a fragment of some unknown type of meteorite. Afterward the object had

been sent to W.B. Smith at Ottawa for further analysis by Project Magnet engi

neers." (xx.)

(xx.) Keyhoe, Donald. The Flying Saucer Conspiracy. Henry Holt & Company:

New York, N.Y., 1955. pp.272-273.

Frank Edwards enters the picture.

When Fitch wrote Smith in 1961 asking about UFO hardware, the "shooting incident" became

widely known. Frank Edwards assumed that the hardware tale in Keyhoe's 1955 book was the

same as the Smith/Knowles account. Edwards gives that impression in his 1966 ^ook, Flying
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Saucers-Serious Business, (xx.) When the Condon committee in the late 60s addressed the

(xx.) Edwards, Frank. Flying Saucers-Serious Business. Bantam Books, New York, N. Y.,

1966. p.47.

issue of "Direct Physical Evidence" they selected Edwards' version. Here is what investigator

Roy Craig told the world:

"Representatives ofthe Air Forces Project Blue Book claimed no know

ledge ofthe disc fragment discussed by Edwards, who claimed the successful

search for this fragment was confirmed by Lt. Cdr. Frank Thompson ofthe

U.S. Navy. The fragment, said to have dislodged by gunfire from a Navy jet,

reportedly fell to the ground, where it was found, still glowing, an hour later

by U.S. military ground search crews. Reports ofUFO events over Washing

ton, D.C., in 1952 contain no reference to such a gunfire incident. If such a

fragment did exist and was classified 'Secret" [Wouldn't it be Top Secret????]

as was claimed, its existence and whereabouts would not necessarily be reveal

ed to this [Condon] project. A request for official confirmation that the claimed

fragment did or did not exist and does or does not exist was forwarded to U.S.

Air Force Headquarters. A reply was received from J.W. Clinton, by direction

of the ChiefofInformation, Department of the Navy. Mr. Clinton indicated

that a thorough search of all Navy records available [Can we assume Top Secret

records '"would be available?'] failed to reveal any account ofa Navy jet fighter's

encounter with an UFO in July 1952 or any other time [Ruppelt said an Air Force

fighter shot at a UFO in the U.S. southwest and the file was burned!]. Perhaps

more significant, however, were the facts that Navy records of the year 1952 car

ried only one Frank Thompson, an individual who had retired from active duty

several years before 1952 with the rank of lieutenant, not lieutenant commander.

Navy fighters based near Washington were armed only for firing practice con

ducted far out at sea over a restricted firing area. Navy aircraft armed with live

ammunition, Mr. Clinton pointed out, would have been usurping an Air Force

function if they had been present over Washington, D.C., as interceptors, Mr.

Clinton concluded: 'The incident is not beyond the realm of possibility, but due

to the nature ofthe Navy's jet operations about the Washington, D.C. area at

the time, it was very highly unlikely [In theory the Navy would be usurping the

Air Force's mission, but we know in practice jets from Delaware were taking too

long to get to Washington]." (xx.)

(xx.) Scientific Study of Unidentified Flying Objects. Scientific Director Dr. Edward

U. Condon. E.P. Dutton & Company, Inc.: New York, N.Y., 1969. p.91.

By selecting Edward's account, the Condon investigator avoided a messy situation of having

to mention the names of Smith and Knowles. Unfortunately it's typical of official "investiga

tions" to limit inquiries. It makes things a lot easier.

For the sake ofargument, let's suppose Thompson was a dis-information agent. In that case

things worked out quite well. Let's suppose the Smith/Knowles version is accurate and an
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attempt was made early on the to disrupt its dissemination by spreading a corrupted version.

Note this hern in BLUE BOOK Status Report #10 dated 27 February 1953:

"A rock sample was sent to Project Blue Book by a retired Lt. Commander

in the Navy in connection with a sighting he had made on 12 September 1952.

[Did it happen on 12 September or was the incident reported on that date? It'

mistake often made. I can't find any such sighting in my files—L.E. Gross]. The

ex-officer, who was also a Naval flier, was convinced that the rock, which has an

unusual shape, was directly associated with the flying object he observed. Blue

Book asked for a contractor analysis and after close study the contractor confirmed

the opinion of Blue Book that the rock merely represented a piece ofcommon slag

from an open hearth furnace." (xx.)

(xx.) Status Report, Project Blue Book -Report No.10. Project No. 10073. 27 Feb 53.

ATIC WP AFB Ohio, pp.3-4.

Note that there is no mention of "shooting." The use ofthe expression "directly associated"

seems to be an awkward attempt to avoid saying "shooting." Also missing is name ofthe Navy

officer, or a July date. That makes any search of the files a difficult task. Was it done on

purpose?

A reasonable scenario.

■«

A retired military man, wanting to feel important, invented the shooting incident and used a

piece of ordinary slag as proof. To make a better impression, he "promoted" himself to Lt.

"Commander." Smith, in a mental decline, was willing to accept sensational assertions

(However, that leaves Cdr. Moore's story to be explained)

27 July. Hollywood, Florida (offshore) (shortly before 2:00 a.m.)

Glowing orange ball.

Press report:

" 'It wasn't until the thing disappeared that it occurred to either my wife or

me that it was just like the 'flying saucer' described by pilots and residents at var

ious points ofthe country recently,' Thomas W. Sortor said Sunday.

"Waking shortly before 2 a.m., Sortor said he felt too wide awake to return

to sleep immediately and sat looking out ofthe window of his trailer home in the

Hollywood Beach Trailer Park. The window commands a view ofpalm trees

along the beach, the ocean, and on this occasion, a nearly black sky.

" 'My attention was drawn to a brilliant, glowing orange ball—an enormous

thing—seemingly suspended in the sky over the ocean, and I would estimate,

about 2,000 feet up,' Sortor said.

"He said the gigantic, glowing orange shape remained eerily motionless for

at least three minutes, then suddenly began to wobble and disappeared rapidly
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eastward over the ocean.

"He said that within seconds it was out of sight." (xx.)

(xx.) Miami, Florida. Miami Herald. 29 July 52.

27 July. Miami, Florida, (early morning)

Huge object.

A Mr. and Mrs. Goldstein may have seen the same phenomenon as Thomas Sortor:

"Mr. and Mrs. R. P. Goldstein ofMiami Beach said they saw a glowing ob

ject hang motionless over Surfside for a short time early Sunday, then watched it

flit away 'hundreds of times faster than any plane we've ever seen....'When I

first saw the light I mistook it for the moon—it was about that large,' he said. 'It

hung motionless for about three or four minutes.

" 'Then an airplane started coming in near it, apparently on its way to the air

port,' he recounted. The disc started moving slowly, then picked up speed and

zoomed upward across the path ofthe plane and out of sight, hundreds oftimes

faster than any plane we've ever seen.' "(xx.)

(xx.) La Grange, Georgia. News. 29 July 52.

27 July. Pasadena, Maryland. (2:25 A.M.

Any connection with the Washington radar targets?

Pasadena is halfway between Baltimore and Anna

polis. (See clipping)

ThU CUppbiff From

BALTIMORE, MD.

EVENING SUN

_JUU 89 1SS3

grange Object

Sighted In Sky
Still another report of strange,

luminous object soaring (he night

skies has been received—this one

from Ch.irles G Wilson. Snvpaperx

route man who 5ci\es the Pasadena

area

Mr. Wilson v»i<* todav thai he]
had seen two object* racing across

the sky at exactly 2.23 A M Sunday.
at just about the time the air force

radwmen were picking up mys

terious blips on their own fluores
cent screens near Washington.

"I was serving papers near Pasa

dena." Mr. V/ilson said, "when I

saw these two things, flying gen

erally from south to north, from
the direction of Annapolis toward
Sparrows Point.

Level Flight

"I'd estimate that thev were be
tween 6.000 and 10.000 feel high—

ftAvcllng In practically level flight
nide bv fide, not like meteors or
shooting stars that alwav* seem to

come straight down at you

"To tell you the truth, it looks

lo me like they were painted with
a white luminous paint. The> were

round It looked to me like they
might be 12 or IS feet across—but

they had these pieces come out the
end. sort of" like the bottom of an

ice-cream cone would be.

Turn Out Car Lights

"I'd sov they were about 35, feet

long, frnm the front lo the end of

Ihis tail, traveling at well over;

1.500 miles an hour.

"I could »ee them ^ery plainly

T turned out the lights of mv car

and watched them. They weren't

like anything I ve ever seen be-

fore " M
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27 July. Kane, Pennsylvania, (morning)

What comes to mind when one reads- this report is that perhaps a giant skyhook balloon was

seen, however one would think the wind would blow it away in an hour's time:

"As jets whined into the air over Washington D.C. in search of unidentified

object—Kane residents at least a half a hundred ofthem, were pondering a sight

in the skies over the Hilltop Saturday morning—a huge cylinder-like object which

hovered in the air at about 2,000 feet altitude for an hour—possibly more.

"The object was sighted by a carload ofworkers headed from Kane to the

Dresser Mfg. Division plant in Bradford. They stopped and watched it. Not willing

to be stuck with a story on their own, they flagged other cars and soon a long line

of cars was at the roadside on Route 6 a few miles east ofKane—and fully a half-

hundred persons viewed the 'thing.'

"The men had to get to work and proceeded east on Route—keeping an eye

aloft at the object When they reached Lantz Corners, eight miles east, they could

still see the object—which then looked about 'two feet' in length. Estimates from

original observations indicated the object from 100 to 200 feet in length. One ob

server said 'it looked like a canoe—with a couple guys in it [Whatever that means].'

Others agreed [The "canoe description would not make a lot of sense unless the

cylinder was horizontal. If the object was horizontal, then it would suggest the ob

ject was not a balloon since a balloon would be in a vertical position], (xx.)

(xx.) St. Mary's, Pennsylvania. Press 29 July 52.

27 July. The Great Detroit Raid.

The Sunday morning editions carried headline news about the Washington D.C. UFO excite

ment the night before. People were on the alert. UFOs reports were coming in from all over the
country (sightings had been continuous since June). Out of Canada that church day morning

came SAC bombers on a practice sneak air attack. The formation of20 B-36s headed straight

toward Detroit, Michigan. From there the air fleet was to fly south into the heartland ofthe

country. ADC units detected the "invaders." Fighters were scrambled and interceptions took

place.

Dr. Charles Otis, professor emeritus ofBiology, Bowling Green State University, apparently

spotted the "organized bomber flotilla" as it passed over Ann Arbor, Michigan, on a southern

course. He counted about 15 "objects." Even though it was a beautifiil day, Dr. Otis could not

make any detail but he did manage to sketch the arrangement of the formation and his impression

ofan individual object. (See below) (xx.)

x x
x

X XX

X x x x
x
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(xx.) The UFO Evidence. Ed. Richard Hall The National Investigations Committee on

Aerial Phenomena: Washington D.C , 1964. pp.50-51.

Hours later the "invading" force reached Kentucky. An employee of a newspaper at the city of

Glasgow viewed the bombers He wrote some days later:

"The Editor summoned me to the back yard with loud shrieks Sunday, right

after I got home from Sunday School, to watch a weird sky show. He said he had

heard a tremendous roar as they passed above the house, but I could scarcely hear

the sound of the motors of the great jet planes moving so very high in the hot blue

sky There were two formations of nine jets each.. .separated slightly into units of

nine, but making a wide arrow formation. They remained in sight a long while,

flying away to the southeast.. .and then the second group came over, their pattern

slightly askew, one plane marring the design. The smoke trails formed a wide arc,

halfway across the sky, and undisturbed by the breezes one might have expected

at that altitude. It gave us an eerie feeling to watch the planes. We didn't feel

any better about it when we read next day that jet planes had been aloft to investi

gate a group of flying saucers which converged over Fort Knox, Kentucky." (xx.)

(xx.) Glasgow, Kentucky. Times 31 July 52.

Its that last sentence that makes us ask: "Was there UFO activity during the raid?" For one

thing, the Fort Knox incident sounds real interesting but at this time no UFO archive has any data

on the incident at the gold depository (That could change). Michigan is a different story Self-

ndge AFB just outside Detroit said it was swamped by phone calls reporting "flying disks" and

"flying lights" and a number of them were published in the press and are available for study. But

we have a problem.

"Saucers" or imagination?"

The problem is best illustrated by a Ripley, New York, report

"The first flying saucers ever to be spotted in this area were reported by Mr.

and Mrs. E.C. Smith of Station Road on Sunday at 3 p m.

"Four bombers [no doubt another "Russian attack force"] went over the Smith

home flying west and shortly after four more followed. While still looking at the

sky Mrs Smith was startled as she saw two 'discs.'

"Mrs. Smith said:

" 'The discs were abeut one third the size of the bombers and were traveling at

terrific speed seeming to cross the path of the bombers in their flight to the south

west. They appeared more like wheels in a horizontal rather than vertical position.

The color was very shiny silver or aluminum and reminded me of the symbols on a

drum[sic?]. There were no propellers no smoke and the discs were traveling afa

much faster speed than the bombers. It was a beautiful and thrilling sight.' (xx.)

(xx) Ripley, New York. Review. 31 July 52.
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That account sounds good as far UFOs go, but consider this account from the same news

clipping: "From the McKean area, some persons reported 'flying saucers' while others ident
ified the objects as jet planes. Arthur Cox, R.D. 3, Franklin, said that the sun's rays made the

jets glare." (xx) Like the Dr. Otis case, imagination may be supplying many UFOs.

(xx.) Ibid.

Jet fighters were making high speed runs at the bombers during the raid and it seems many wit

nesses believed they saw "discs" when shiny objects swooped around the B-36s Since it was a

bright clear day, the glare played tricks on the eye Still one wonders about some sightings. For

example, base operations at Selfridge AFB said "airmen on the grbund," which one assumes

should know better, reported seeing "spheres" near the bombers as the aircraft passed over

Detroit We do not have a detailed report from an airman, but we do have one from a civilian

" 'Spheres' were reported seen Sunday morning by Henry C Pottinger, 14025

Ardmore, who later telephoned Selfridge He was fishing on Lake St. Clair.

"Pottinger and his brother-in-law, Roy E. Bertram, of Algonac, were watching

the bomber flight overhead.

"Two ofthe spheres,' he said, 'appeared high above and behind the flight of

bombers and started to swoop down toward them.

" 'A third sphere appeared above and ahead ofthe flight and then dropped

down to join the other two. All three passed under and slightly behind the

bombers." (xx)

(xx ) Detroit, Michigan. News. 30 July 52.

Well then, was Pottinger seeing jet fighters? According to Pottinger fighters were in the area

and he recognized them as such: "Several jet fighters accelerated with a spurt of flame at this

point, but the objects just seemed to disappear as the jets streaked toward them." (xx.)

(xx) Ibid.

(For a more complete picture of the confusion that day see the clipping on page 51)

27 July. Napa, California. (10*45 a.m.)

The local newspaper reported:

"Sightings of flying saucers elsewhere in the bay area were matched here in a

report to the sheriffs office by John Foraythe, 1512 A street.

"Foraythe's report, which was forwarded by the authorities to the Hamilton

Field airbase was made yesterday, but concerned a sighting Sunday. The Napan

said that he observed a metallic, disc-shaped object at 10:45 a.m Sunday, at an es

timated altitude of 20,000 feet He said it traveled at great speed in a westerly di

rection over the Napa Valley, then titled with the thin edge towards him and dis

appeared in the haze " (xx )



51

(xx.) Napa, California Register. 29 July 52.

27 July.

Exercise SIGNPOST and UFO problems

ENGAGED IN MOCK WARFARE,

Jet Bombers Bring 'Saucer' Reports

Lansing Residents Spot Objects Near Onaway
Objects seen swirling across

the sky Sunday by three Lan

sing persons turned out Monday

to be jet bombers engaged m

mock warfare and not flying

-saucers.

Observing what they believed

to be "flying saucers" were Mr.

and Mrs. Ray Ewer and their (

daughter, Kay Ruth, of 425 S.

Jenlson ave, while at a hunting

club on the Black river, near

Onaway.

They reported seeing the "ci

gar-shaped discs" about 9 40 a.

m. Sunday after being awakened

twice by a loud noise which

they thought might be bombers

"overhead.

For more than 20 minutes, the

trio watched them trail off into
the distance in perfect forma
tions, as if guarding a "mother
ship," which brought up the

rear.

Mr Ewer reported the inci
dent to The State Journal but
came to the belief that it was
jet bombers that they saw after
being told of a mock raid Sun
day on Detroit .

Theirs were not the only re
ports of "saucers" Three per-'

sons in south central Michigan,
also said they saw "flashing'

> lights" in the sky, the Associated
Press reported.
Volunteer observers of the

Civil Air Patrol's "operation sky-

watch" at the Ionia airport re*

..ported seeing the objects between

^10.15 p m. and 11 p. m - £','

'"This time coincided with re-
.,'ports of sightings at Battle Creek
o the south. * ' j? *
'■ Mrs Herman Zanders and Mre.

If Ray Martin, on duty at the Ionia
■ airport, were first to report theirf
"at that point The women's sight- ■

,' ings were confirmed by James

and Jack Hall, also skywatch ob
servers. E'

said the objects
i*yUwWW.u shaped" and sppvui,vw

o resemble shooting stars. Headk
ed southeast, they wpre report&E
seen twice, the second time a^w
lower altitude. The Hall broth|ry
trained binoculars on them, fe^y
*£$Irs. R. D. Davis, Battle Creek1
"housewife, said she saw 14 yery7"

-bright objects, blurred at they
■.edges, about 10 15 p m fe. 'r*m

t Harrison Howes, an account*
ant living across the street from'

her, came out of the house in
time to see one of the objects.'
H4 said it looked like a giant

=tv Lloyd Ramlerf a Marshall rcaAr
chinis^said he," saw^-what- ap/j

peared to be a brilliant white

light hovering in the sky when
he looked up from his cottage at

Lyons lake, south of Marshall
Mrs Davis acknowledged that

she had heard reports of the mys
terious unknown objects picked
up by radar over Washington,

D. C, before she saw the lights
But she insisted these reports
had nothing to do with what she

saw. And she insisted that she
had been drinking "only iced

tea."

In Detroit, several citizens re
ported seeing "yellowish-orange

things" hovering in the sky.

Descriptions of the "things"

varied from cigar-shaped to look
ing like flying saucers

The air force at Selfndge field
where some of the "things" were

reportedly seen refused to com
ment

What Ewers saw apparently
was this

Jet defenders of the United
States and Canada rose to meet

a mock attack of "enemy" bomb
ers Sunday, according to the

Associated Press

The surprise "attack" on De
troit by B-36 jet bombers" cli
maxed the first joint air defense

test of the U. S -Canadian bound-
arvj "exercise- sign post."

Detroiters by the scores turned

25T2
air raid spotters and called po

lice to report the sham battles

in the air as 20 of the huge

bombers appeared over Detroit-

One wave of the make-believa

attackers flew directly over the

loop area, leaving spectacular

vapor trails.

An air force observer com

mented, "we didn't wont when

they were coming, but we were

ready for them "

More than 250,000 Canadians
and Americans took part in the

nine-day test of defense equip*

ment and personnel

Col Edwin L. Tucker, corn.*
mander of the 30th air division

of the air defense command, said,

"the exercises are proving most
successful from a training view-

"
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Thu Clipping From

CINCINNATI OHIO
TIMES STAR

JUL 3 0 19S?

( Ol 1,1) BLAME IT ON THOSE HEAT WWL-S

27? July. Cuba.

UFOlogist M.K. Jessup wrote, "There were

many reports from Cuba during this period.

They were well documented in the Spanish-

language press ofHavana." (xx.)

(xx.) Jessup, M.K. The UFO Reporter. A

supplement to The Casefor the UFO. p.5.

27 July. Chautauqua Lake, New York.

(4:00 p.m.)

"L-formation."

A press report states:

"Flying saucer excitement occurred in

the Chautauqua Lake area Sunday afternoon.

"But the man who saw them is not con

fused. He reported that the objects were guided

missiles.

"Charles McCrea of Belleview described his discovery of four silver-colored

round objects whizzing through the sky over his home at 4 p.m.

"Mr. McCrea was lying on his back on the lawn at his home with his three

children when he spotted the objects. They were traveling so fast, he said, that be-

bore he could call the children's attentions to the mysterious objects, they were

gone.

"He described the 'saucers' as 'dimes rolling across the sky.' The four objects

were flying in an L-shaped formation and all were traveling at the same high rate of

speed. Mr. McCrea could not estimated their height.

"A similar sight was reported by at least one Maryville man." (xx.)

(xx.) Mayville, New York. Sentinel 31 July 52.

27 July. 10 miles west of Milwaukee, Wisconsin. (5:40 p.m.)

1 "It was the funniest thing."

A press report tells us:

"Three members ofthe Milwaukee civil air patrol reported Monday that they saw

what might have been a 'flying saucer' at 5:40 p.m. Sunday while they were en-route to

the Waukesha county airport on highway 30.

" 'It was the funniest thing,' related Lt Vernon Schueter, 2001 S. 81st St., West

Alhs. 'The object looked to us like a round silver ball. It had a gold cast, probably a
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reflection from the sun. It was traveling a straight course at about 2,000 feet and it

seemed at least several miles away.'

"He said that the object came from the southeast and went northwest.

"Sclueter was driving with Cadets Clayton Feldman, 2718 N. 58th St., and
Peter Schmidt, 1523 N. 49th St His companions sighted the object first. At the
time they were about 10 miles west ofMilwaukee.

" 'Look at the ball,1 the two cadets shouted to Schlueter, who was driving.

The group saw the flying object for about a minute, according to Schmidt.

" 'I thought at first it was a silver plane,' explained Schmidt. 'But the thing

had no definite shape. And the wings should have been visible. What's more, it

looked awfully small.'

"The cadet, who has been a ground observer for civilian defense, commented

that it was unlike anything he had ever seen.

" 'We were talking about aviation when we saw the thing,' said Feldman. 'At

first I thought it was a balloon or a kite. But then I realized it was a metal because

it glinted in the sun. It had no real shape and was moving with us against the wind.'

(xx)

(xx.) Milwaukee, Wisconsin. The Milwaukee Journal. 29 July 52.

27 July Washington D.C. (7:10 p.m. EST)

Radar/visual report.

Scanning the CAA's Borden-Vickers report where it lists the "Tabulation of unidentified radar

targets and visual objects reported to Washington ARTC Center May 23 to August 16, 1952,"

Dr. James McDonald noted one report that seems to have been overlooked.

The incident was dated July 27th at 1910 hours when a radar/visual report was made. It seems
a radar target (single blip) was recorded over the city ofRiverdale (no altitude available) The

report was made by a "Lt. Wales (ADW)." (It does not say if Lt. Wales was the radar operator,

visual witness, or both). No description ofthe target's movements on the scope were given but

there was some detail on the visual observation. The object was "dark," small, and circular,

with its edge occasionally visible. No noise was mentioned and the object's speed was estimat

ed at about 50 to 60 miles perhour (about that reported for the radar targets during the big flaps

earlier) Seen visually, the object went through an oscillating, rolling motion as it traveled to the

northeast where it entered some clouds. The clouds were moving southeast." (xx.)

(xx.) Borden, R.C., and T*K. Vickers (CAA Technical Development and Evaluation Center,

Indianapolis, Ind Preliminary Study of Unidentified Targets Observed on Air Traffic

Control Radars. Technical Development Report No. 180. September 1952.

27 July. Washington D.C. (9:00 p.m.)

Shot straight up.

Air Force Intelligence has on file a sighting that took place about two hours later. It 'seems a
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an Air Force Sargent, a woman and her friend, all assigned to the Documents and Dissemina

tion Branch, D/I, Hq USAF, were the witnesses [!]. The trio phoned OIN-2A2 to make the

report. Their statements appear in official files in an abbreviated form:

"1, Round object large, ...[casting ? Word not clear] sun's reflections. Wavered

then shot straight up—disappearing from sight. Seen in [eastward? Word not clear]

N.W. direction.

"2. 2100 EDT, 27 July 52, observed for one minute.

"3. Visual with naked eye from ground.

"4. Observers at Washington National Airport. Object seemed to hover over

the Capital Building in Washington D.C." (xx.)

(xx ) Record Group 341. Director of Intelligence, HQ USAF Decimal File 000.9,

"Flying Discs."

27 July. Secretary of the Army Frank Pace.

Debunking sets in:

"Secretary ofthe Army Frank Pace says he thinks flying saucers 'are products

of the imagination.'

" 'I think we have enough real problems to worry about without conjuring up

imaginary ones,' Pace said on an NBC television program last night.*\ (xx )

(xx.) Lake Charles, Louisiana. American Press. 28 July 52.

27 July. Hinton, West Virginia, (about 9:00 p.m.)

"So bright it almost put your eyes out."

The witnesses were Mrs. Howard Hayers, her 13-year-old daughter, Nedra, and Anna Sue

Iddings. Their story appeared in the local press:

"Mrs. Hayes said she first saw the object as it whirred high over the New River

Bridge 'spinning just like a top in a straight line down the River' toward the C&O

shops. The 'thing' was flying 'as high as most of the transport planes that go over

Hinton.' She asserted,'and from where I was it looked bigger than a washtub. It
must have been at least as big as an airplane.

"A strange twist to the object's alleged flight was uncovered when Mrs Hayes

reported that it 'spun around in a loop above the C&O depot, making a complete

sharp circle, and then followed on down the river' toward Sandstone.

"Mrs. Hayes said that although the object was moving 'very fast' she was able

to see that 'it' was flat on the bottom, and had a ridge and a round hump on top that

looked just like an up-side down saucer. It was spinning around and around,' she

stated.

" 'It was so bright that I couldn't tell what color it was. In fact,' she said, 'it

was so bright that my daughter's eyes became red from watching it '
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"Mrs. Hayes was not certain how long the object remained visible in flight,

and thought it seemed to be following the New River in a straight line, it disap

peared in a matter of seconds, she thought." (xx.)

(xx.) Hinton, West Virginia. Daily News 29 July 52.

Moreover, she stated:

"...that the flying object left a vapor trail. She added that Fred Ferguson,

C&O shopman, arrived on the porch of her lower Summer Street home in time

to see the vapor trails and that the 'grey-like smoke' trail remained visible for

'10-15 minutes.'" (xx.)

(xx.) Ibid.

Was Mrs. Hayes just an excitable housewife who didn't know a low-flying plane when

she sees one? Perhaps so, but read the news story below.

27 July. Hinton, West Virginia, (about 9:00 p.m.)

More residents report the "saucer." The story:

"That 'flying saucer' reportedly spotted by three local citizens Sunday night ap

parently was seen by three other Hintonians also, a Ninth Avenue resident told the

Daily News today.

"Mrs. Joseph P. Pack reported today that she, her husband, and her son, Harold

Lee, saw an object in the skies above the Chesapeake and Ohio Railway shops and the

New River about nine o'clock Sunday night. She said the form, 'the funniest looking

thing,' came 'whirling and spinning like a top' down the river from the Railway depot

following the same path that Mrs. Howard Hayes earlier reported a 'saucer' allegedly

was seen at the same time pursuing.

"Mrs. Pack, who said her family was sitting on the porch of their river-front

home when they saw the object, said the flying form was so bright it illuminated 'the

whole hillside across the river so you could see the road and houses over there.' She

added that it was 'as bright as the sun' and that 'it kind of hurt your eyes to watch it.

She said that 'a big fog just like smoke' followed the object through the air.

"The Hinton resident said the 'flying saucer,' as she termed the object, was so

brilliant that she was unable to determine its exact shape but that it was 'about the

'size of an airplane and looked like the moon.' The 'saucer' was 'a little lighter than a

(burning) flashlight in color and changed its shape so once it 'resembled a half-moon

and looked like it had square edges.'

"She reported the object to have been flying high and after it flew over the round

house [and] over the C&O tracks to 'drop in the (New) river.' The object flew rather

low for a while, she added, soaring 'about as high as the tree tops along the river bank.'

'Ofcourse,' she remarked, 'I was so excited that it may have been higher.'

"Mrs. Pack said the alleged 'flying saucer' did not spin too rapidly and that it

made two or three distinct turns above the C&O roundhouse 'just like you'd spin a
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wheel,' she added. 'We watched it go down the river and out of sight,' she said. Mrs.

Pack stated that the object remained visible for five or ten minutes

" "I didn't think to report it to the Daily News' she said in explaining the delay

in notifying the newspaper, CI guess I got so excited it didn't occur to me before."'

(xx)

(xx.) Hinton, West Virginia. Daily News. 30 July 52.

27 July. 15 miles south

of Camp Beale,

California,

(no time)
This Clipi)ing From

SACRAMENTO, CAL

BEE

JUL 3 0

Boy Tells Of Seeing Weird,

Flymg^Objects With Windows
Reports of strange obicr^ in over him and thought before heReports of strange objer

the .sky continued to flow into
the .Sac i.imcnio Killer CVntei
'I'he lice and other places
throughout Northern California
today.

Kilter Center officials in the
memorial auditorium disclosed
they arc getting two to three ic
ports a day of unidentified riving
objects from civilian manned obj om civilian mann
servation posts and others.

»nr Camp Jlenle
One of the most comprehensive

icports came fiom VI \car old

-Terry Spccr. who pave a'dci.nlrd
description of tuo ohiocts he s,m
Sunday w hile horseback 7 idin"
near his parents' ranch 33 miles
south of Camp rtcale.

lie said nne nf Ihe aborts flow
over him tr> law he could sen if
in detail. He said it \va<s annul
'JO foot Inch and -10 fnrt ]mi;
«»d had tinco sets of two wm
|

"If lonk^rj tike two Inps ffnt

irncd nut ag.nnst each nthn " he
teportcd 'The windows weie

square and siruck out from thej
t/iing There u'piy* thver r\hnut*
and the thing could XI) up, down
»nd sideww.s"
He said the whole ohiect was

co\pred with shiny met..l and a1

ng beam of light came from
ihe windows in the /ront, A short
ijrail of \apor came fiom each c\
ihfuist and as It Xlcw away n
looked like a tail of a piatie

Thought To Be .!n(

He also averted he could hear
,the oh|ects Ion? before thev

over him and thought before he
snw Ihcm thc> were ict planes
Ho watched them /or about three
minutes before ihey disappeared
by going straight up until thej
were out of sight.

~_y Frank E. Speer, the bo>'s

mother, told The Bee she was
skeptical of the report at first

but ho was so .serious and she
always has impressed upon him
he importance of telling the
truth she nnalK bolio\cd him
t* jl \\ tis jii The scr \ ice '■luring

the last wai " shn snirl, "and 1
icali/cd tho impoit,nvp of ihr
Ihings if ho imri ^nn thrm so I

called the Lincoln, Placci Counu
Police Dcpattment "
^Thc police dopailmcnt she said,
called the Sacramento Killer Ccn
terv;
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27 July Wilson, North Carolina, (about 9:15 p.m.)

Regional director of the American Meteor society sees orange-red object he can't explain

Press report:

"F.B Eason, regional director ofthe American Meteor society in Wilson, re

ported to day that he and his wife observed a strange object in the air Sunday night.

"They saw the object about 9:15 p.m. while observing meteor showers Mr.

Eason said today. He has made a full report to the special agent in charge, U.S.

Military Intelligence in Raleigh.

" 'We saw a bright light in the sky travelling from the northeast to the south

east Mr Eason who lives at 504 West Vance Street in Wilson, said:

" 4It was travelling at a speed similar to that ofa large plane and it was

orange-red,' continued. 'Its behavior was erratic, it seemed to slide from side to

side or skid and then straighten out,' he observed. The object appeared, estimating

its light, to be not more than 5,000 feet, although it could have been much higher,'

he said. This definitely was not a meteor [he should know] as the speed was too

slow for one. There was no smoke or trail left, and there was no noise of any des

cription/ Mr. Eason finished." (xx.)

(xx.) Wilson, North Carolina. Times. 29 July 52.

27 July. Dallas, Texas? (night)

"The Russians would be reassuring?"

A letter ended up on the desk of Columnist Paul Crume ofthe Dallas News. It seems Dallas

resident Troy Whitener claimed to have seen something strange in the night sky. Troy's story

appeared in Crume's column "Big D" on the 29th of July. Crume wrote:

"While lying in bed at 8706 Eldon Drive, he [Troy] spied it though an open

window, a sort of orange, half-circular object like a house-trailer with some darker

squares on it that might have been a door and window. After a little while, it dis

appeared We're beginning to think it might be reassuring if these things really

did turn out to be just the Russians looking us over." (xx.)

(xx ) Dallas, Texas News. 29 July 52.

27 July. New York, New York, (about 9:30 p.m.)

"Large orange ball."

August Roberts ofNew Jersey who joined the GOC and had taken a great interest in UFO

reports was asking around and learning there was a considerable number of sightings. Later

Roberts wrote this:
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This Cttppinff From

PASCO, WASH.
TRI-CITY HERALD

"...while speaking to a friend of mine, he mentioned another friend who had seen

a disc [Roberts tended to use "disc" as a generic expression in 1952 instead of "UFO"]

about 9:30 p.m. on July 27, 1952. When I spoke with her she said she just happened to

be looking up when she saw this large orange ball of light moving towards New York.

I did not place much stock in it then, but later when another person, an Auxiliary

Policeman, told me he had seen a large orange ball of light going overhead and it was

as large as a silver dollar. This sighting also took place on

the night ofJuly 27, 1952 at about 9:30 p.m. It set me think

ing. These people do not know each other, although they

live five blocks apart, and they each saw the same thing at

the same time." (xx.)

(xx.) Roberts, August C. "I saw and Photographed a Fly

ing Saucer." Flying Saucer Review. Seattle, Wash

ington. Ed. Robert Gribble. March 1956. Vol.2.

#3. p.3.

27 July. Five miles south ofBallington, Texas. (9:46 p.m.)

"Turns physically impossible for any aircraft." (See clipping

on page 59)

27 July. Kennewick, Washington. (9:48 p.m.)

"2 Flights of Discs." (See clipping)

27 July. Star Junction, Pennsylvania, (night)

"You had to see it to believe it."

Residents of Monongahela Valley have UFO experience:

"It seems the style these days to say you have

seen a flying saucer but no one in the Monongahela

Valley has seen one. That is, up until last Sunday.

"Mrs Mary Uhor a Star Junction farmer's wife,

and her two sons spotted what they thought was a

flaming sky visitor for the best part of a half an hour

-last Sunday night. Her sons, Michael and August

Uhor, confirmed the appearance of the strange thing

"They observed it until it disappeared in a fiery

haze 500 feet above the Uhor barn.

"She said she was in her bedroom when a

strange light in the sky lighted it up brightly and

she went outside to investigate. It was a large sphere

in the sky giving off a brilliant light. It seemed to be

spinning fast and it was about five feet in diameter.

^TWO FIGHT^'of "flying saucg
ers" were sighted streaking acroirg
the KennewieKgsky Sunday «vtr$

strangefbbjects' were
by W. J, Luebke, 1614 West
St., Kenncwick^at 9:48 p.m. Sun-/

da>V *& •■ 41:
'There were 12 dlsc-shaped^

crafts going southwest in perfect*
'V formation,^ Mrs. LoebktT
?iaid. "They traveled at a HrrUJ
fie /ate of speed tni emitted A*

pale blue lighKVJThey wert

— 35 mfnmes later, Luebki*'
id his wife spStted another

eifiand b
S^ fraying

bfce agaliv reported/ "
iCttfHea aroundtthe iky for a tnft
minutes,1 one ^following anothfl#
^ftnflshd outfit sight," she

jtic&r repo
continued^

\torVMn. Luebktf
always consld^
lrtrtAV hilt

feeing :them fflteMttownV eycl^
, ^ ,-joavIficedfthat thVl
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IN BALUNGER SKIES

Brilliant, Mysterious Light

Sighted by Abilene AF Vet
By JIM EWELL

A veteran pilot of 5,600 Thine

hours Tuesday nl?ht told Cl* if Act-

onautlcal Authorities here of he

Ing momentarily blinded hv a bnl-

llam light from a m>«tp'inin oh-
Ject In the skies as he and his wifo

were returning home bv automobile

from Uvalde Sundav night.

Dick Dickenson. of 2149 Beech

St , Woild War II pilot and a Civil

Air Patrol lleulenant here, first

caught sight of th* light which he

described an a "big w elding torch

running across the "kles " about

15 miles south of Raliinger.

Dickenson made the report to

Max Kmery. chief of the CAA con

trol tower at Municipal Mi port. In

compliance with a request from

the Air Force for Information

about unidentified objects in Ihe

skies

The strange light, Dickenson

said made a pass In a 30 to 40

degree elevation in the horizon

dead ahead of his automobile, the
light flicking intermittently.

Tts route was east to went The

Dickenson car was headed north.
'TERRIFIC LIGHT

1 It was a terrifically bright

Jifht,.auch as I have never leen be-

foie." Dickenson related. "It was

like a uelding torch flame, a bril
liant blue-white." •«

Dickenson said the light wat
making a rapid downward plunge

when first sighted, suddenly lev

eled off. and then »hot down again

before disappearing behind a «ro\e

of trees.

Dickenson. a World War It pilot

In the Air Training Command said

the object switched its course

sharply In turns ptnslcaliv Impos

sible (or any aircraft. Including the

Jet.

"It couldn't have been a falling

star. For one thing, the star's glow

wouldn't have been that bright

Also, had it been wouldn't It have
continued falling rather than veer

ing back up It left no trail oi

glow as falling stars do.' Dicken

son said

Dickensald said the object ap

peared before him for only a brief

moment bcfoie vanishing "I hav<

stood and watched F-86* 'Jet fight

er planes' buzz me and I ran sa>

right here the F-8* couldn't have

matched this thing"

FLASH ON, OFF

Glare of the bright light left Dick

enson partlallv blinded The light

he laid, would flash briefly then

black out. then flick back on. It

fid this about four or five times

fa the course of It* passing

Dickenson recorded the time oi
object's encounter as 9.46 p m.

Sunday. After It disappeared, the

light was never sighted again.

Dickenion recalled remarking to

his wife.

"Hey. did >ou see that light**"
•^es ' replied Mrs Dickrnson.

The Dlckcnuon'* two children,

also in the car. were asleep in the

back seat.

AT 45-DEGREE ANCLE

The light was brighter than the
brightest star In ihe heavens. Dick-

enson, who has logged night fl>lng

time, reported. His first reaction

upon sighting the light — as If
running head on into the blinding

lights of an approaching car — was

"bow did that firefly get inside the
windshield""

"But this certainh »as no fJ.e-

fly It came down from a 45-de-
gree angle, leveled off at a 20-de-

gree angle and then shot up again

in a 45 - degree angle V had the

power or the force to resist

gra\itation. that being mv argu

ment why the light w»« not a fall

ing «tar "

Dickenson did' not stop the rar.
but kept drivtns while the light1

wai in sight he said Because the

car's motor and high wind, Dick
enson could detect no sound of en
gines, nor could he estimate the
object's speed or altitude.
The light appeared to b« pow

ered by propuUlon of great ipe*d,

Dickenson noted.
GRAVITATIONAL AVIATION?

"Just what thii thJnf was, I don't
know. I'd like to know myself !>•
been wanting to •** one of thes*
things for five years, and this («
my first time
Advancing the theory some for

eign power or another planet may

havt found the secreU to gravita
tional aviation. Dtckmson said th*

light appeared to have been pow-
wered by some terrific Inter

nal force, suggesting atomic pow

er

Dleken*on <• • traveling sat*»-
rr.an for the Amarillo Hardware

1 Co

DICK DICKENSON

... what was It7
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"When Michael and August saw it, it seemed to be giving off sparks and fad

ing away. Mrs. Uhor said, 'You had to see it to believe it."' (xx.)

(xx ) Monongahela, Pennsylvania. Republican 28 July 52

27 July. San Antonio, Texas, (night)

"Zigging and Zagging."

A story in the San Antonio paper said:

"A San Antonio couple, Mr. and Mrs. V.V. Bryant, 127 North Drive, report

ed seeing objects in the sky also Sunday night. They said they were flying high,

zigging and zagging. They expressed hope that someone else saw them too, so

they wouldn't feel ridiculous.

"Bryant said he and his wife were in their back yard when six of the things

—brilliant, elongated and in the southwest, darting and dipping like a bird and

going three times faster than a jet appeared. Then a seventh one returned from

the opposite direction, he said. Bryant said they were in view only about 10 to

15 seconds." (xx.)

(xx.) San Antonio, Texas. Express 29 July 52.

27 July. Ypsilanti, Michigan, (about 11:00 p.m.)

"Flat ovals'?"

$«,<,Case from the Ypsilanti press: ■* L t

"Mrs A M. Vandersall living east of Ypsilanti s £

and south of the new George School got a good

view late Sunday night. \ S

"Unable to sleep because ofthe heat, she had &*;
gone into the garden at approximately

11 o'clock She describes the sky visitors as lumin- [ v

ous, with a white light and the front rounded and the

rear ragged or feathered, something like the exhaust

ofjets. First she saw three close together and three

strung out behind. All traveled at incredible speed. ;|;";; , .« ;(^

"The Vandersalls live but a short distance from 'Xl " - i. 'u : \'%
the Air Terminal and are familiar with various types * * V- * ■——h~u

of planes including jets These [objects] were much

faster than the jets flown from the terminal here. The accompanying sketch was drawn by her

to indicate the approximate contour of the strange objects. She glimpsed them through two

tree tops, fairly low in the sky and going from north to south. All seemed to have a flat, oval

shape " (xx.)

'SV
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(xx.) Ypsilanti, Michigan. Press 28 July 52.

27 July. Detroit, Michigan. (10:20 p.m.)

"Orange thing."

A press report states:

"An elliptical object, glowing a vivid orange 'like a hot coal in the sky,' per

formed seven minutes Sunday night for a metallurgical engineer in the vicinity of

Greenfield and Chicago.

"Richard Studer, of 9397 Sussex, said his report was belated because he

'wished no publicity,' although he desired to submit his findings to authorities.

"At 10:20 p.m., the orange 'thing' appeared against a backdrop of clear sky

and stars.

"The long axis was four times greater than the short axis. Frequently, the

'light' would slowly narrow to pencil appearance, then snap back suddenly to its

elliptical shape, as if a disc were tilting from its surface to its side.

"An orange tail, the length ofthe main body but of lesser intensity appeared

at the south end ofthe 'thing1 only when it was in its full form.

"Finally, after seven minutes, it narrowed to its pencil shape and faded away."

(xx.)

•-

(xx ) There were problems with this clipping. Only the date is known: 29 July 52.

Most of the text deals with Detroit UFO reports so the source paper is probably

the Detroit News. Another problem was the words "Greenfield" and "Chicago."

There are no cities by those names in Michigan. Illinois does, but they are

separated by a considerable distance. It is assumed the names are streets in

the city of Detroit.

27 July. Cornwall, Ontario, Canada, (about 11:15 p.m.)

Sharp turn

Press report:

"Robert Armour reported he saw a bright blue-white object streaking across the sky

about 11:15p.m. It streaked from north to south and then turned sharply and went east.

lThe object was round and left no trail. The observer said that it was not a plane as it was

traveling too fast and made so sharp a turn." (xx.)

(xx.) Cornwall, Ontario, Canada. The Daily Standard-Freeholder. 28 July 52.

27 July. Sandusky, Ohio, (shortly before midnight) ""

"Was the supernatural over Sandusky?"
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28 July. The CIA "takes over."

On July 28th the CIA was asked to conduct a review ofthe Air Force's UFO investigation. The
move was strongly resented by the Air Force but the review request came from the very top—the

President and the National Security Council, (xx.)

(xx.) Hall, Michael and Wendy Connors. Captain Edward J. Ruppelt, Summer ofthe

Saucers—I952, Rose Press International: Albuquerque, New Mexico, 2000.
p. 199.

The CIA quickly determined that the Air Force was ndi equal to the task since a solution to the

UFO mystery: "...would probably be found on the margins or just beyond the frontiers of our

present knowledge in the fields ofatmospheric, ionospheric, and extraterrestrial phenomena..."

(xx.) The Agency did not think much ofBLUE BOOK, a group consisting of a "reserve Captain,
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two lieutenants, and a couple of secretaries."

(xx.) CIA Memorandum. From: H. Marshall Chadwell, CIA Assistant Director of Science

and Intelligence. To: CIA Director Bedell Smith. 7 September 52.

The Air Force would retained a role, however, as a conduit for UFO reports and having to

make do with the thankless task oftaking the heat from the public, media, and Congress.

Major Dewey Fournet, who handled UFO information for the Air Force at the Pentagon, rem

embers well when the CIA's representative, Fred Durant, arrived:

"I knew he had been given the authority to see me and I was told that I could tell

him everything that I possibly could about the UFO Project, from Day One. I do know

he was on the CIA payroll. I assumed he was just one of the project managers; and,

there again, you don't go asking questions like that ofthose people. He told me what

his objective was, which was to take the stuff up in the CIA and they would determine

whether they any further recommendations should be made to the Air Force or to the

President." (xx.)

(xx) Hall, Michael and Wendy Connors. Captain Edward J Ruppelt, Summer ofthe

Saucers—1952. Rose Press International: Albuquerque, New Mexico, 2000.

p. 149.

Battelle study hindered.

Another insult to the Air Force was the fate ofthe Battelle UFO statistical study that had been

in the works for some time, and was the military's prime effort toward the understanding of the

UFO mystery. The CIA was planning to hold an official meeting in the months ahead with

some Nobel prize type scientists in attendance. It promised to be an opportunity for the Air

Force to show it knew what it was doing. However, UFO debunker Donald Menzel ruined

things. It all started when Menzel wrote BLUE BOOK chief Edward Ruppelt during the

summer. Ruppelt says:

"He said that he had decided to write a book and wanted to know when he

could come to ATIC to study our files. Although this was against the policies,

Col. Dunn suggested that we go ahead and try to set it up. I checked with AMC

security people and they said that he had no clearance and that temporarily, he

couldn't get one. Since ATIC is a secure area he couldn't be allowed to visit for

any length of time. He was notified of this and didn't like it. Col. Dunn sent

" him a letter, very much to the point, saying that he could get his data through

channels, from the PIO, like anyone else.

tcNot long after this I had a visit from Dr. Aiken, of Harvard, a computer

specialist. Aiken said that he thought that maybe he could make something of

the UFO reports if we would be kind enough to loan them to him. He was work

ing for ATIC at the time and had the proper clearance's and storage facilities that

allowed him to store documents borrowed from ATIC. We packed up three

years of reports and sent them to him. He was to send them back to us in a
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month. One month passed, then two, and not a word from Aiken. I called him

several times and he was 'just getting ready to send them back' each time. Finally

I sent Bob Olsen [ofBLUE BOOK] up to Boston to get the reports but when he

arrived Aiken couldn't produce time. We did get them back a few days later.

"When MenzeFs book came out, here were all ofthe classified reports in it.

The specific item that gave the whole thing away, and caused us to check farther,

was a 'confession' to the FBI from a Chrisman and Dahl who were the originators

of a big hoax in Tacoma, Washington. For some time we had been trying to get

the 'confession' released but couldn't. Then there were other ver batum quoted

from many old reports that had never before been released but had been sent to

Aiken. I tried to push an investigation but Col. Don Bower talked me out of it

since the data that was taken really wasn't of any interest or consequence. I still

objected to the principle ofthe act. I felt that even though the material probably

should have been declassified long ago-like so much other data—it wasn't up to

Aiken to pass it on to someone who didn't even have a clearance. Ifhe would

do this with our data, and Menzel asked him to do it, both were darn poor secu
rity risks." (xx.)

(xx ) Ruppelt's personal papers, File RO86. In the files ofProfessor Michael

Swords.

The truth was Menzel held a Top Secret Ultra clearance and had a long history ofworking with

the CIA, facts learned with much difficulty. No one prove any intrigue, but one can't rule it out

either since the significance ofthe "loan" to Menzel's was the delay caused in the completion of

the Battelle study. The study would play no part in the January 1953 Robertson Panel meeting.

Debunking and downplaying.

There was a solid reason for curbing UFO "hysteria." As one newsman remarked: "Govern

ment officials can hope the saucers—if such they be—come from Mars and not Russia. There's
some doubts ofMars' intentions."

Whether debunking and downplaying was due to a plan orchestrated by the CIA or just persons
of influence acting on their own, is impossible to sort out.

Ruppelt, in an unpublished portion of his book on UFOs, admits it was local Air Force Intelli

gence officers that "pressured" Andrews AFB tower operators to change their story from "uni

dentified objects" to "bright stars." (xx.) If orders for that came down from the officer's

(xx.) Ruppelt, Edward J. Report on Unidentified Flying Objects, Doubleday & Company,

Inc.: Garden City, New York, 1956. p. 169. Also: Hall, Michael and Wendy Ann

Connors. Captain EdwardJ Ruppelt, Summer ofthe Saucers—1952. p. 150.

superior's, we have evidence for a conspiracy.

Harlow Shapley and Donald Menzel of Harvard Observatory seemed too severe in their judge

ment of the UFO excitement. The chance that there were any gray areas in their arguments was

utterly denied. That was hardly Harvard-level thinking [I assume as much—L. E. Gross].

Menzel wrote whole books so his position on the issue is firmly established. Shapley's record
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is less well known but it is just as anti-UFO as his colleague's. (See clipping)

Another astronomer worth a comment is Rev. Francis Heyden of Georgetown University. He

had close ties with the CIA and his private opinions were more pro-UFO than his public pro

nouncements. He was Harvard trained and probably knew both Shapley and Menzel quite well.

Does that mean anything? Who knows?

Astronomer |

Calls Saucers .

Lot of Nonsense
ALBANY, N Y. July 29 (INS)-

"Flying saucers are a lot of con
plete nonsense."

That Is the opinion expressed t<
day by Dr. Harlow Shapley, dire
tor *>f the Harvard observator;

Cambridge, Mass., and considere
one of the world's leading astroi
omcrs..

. "The objects people are seeing I
the sky — if they are seeing an;
thing at all — are not aircraft fror

another planet, nor are they Rui
sian planes," he said with emphi
sis.

Five Sources

Dr Shaplev said in a tclcphon-
interview, the so - called flylni
saucers can be traced to fivi
sources:

1. Hallucination
2. Fire balls, or meteorites.
3. High altitude weather bal

loons.
4. Pianos flving above a layct

of warmth several thousand feet
up in the sky

5. High H>ing planes that cannot
be seen passing through a layer of
abnormal, uneven density.
"Hallucination must be placed at

the top." Dr. Shapley said, "be
cause at least half the people who
report they have seen flying sau
cers, never saw anything.

Meteontiex

He explained that at (his lime!
of the year, because of the earth's
position, an abundance of fire
balls, or meteorites, are to be seen
in the sky.
"Every day several thousands of

high altitude weather balloons are
sent up from the more than 100
weather stations all over the coun
try," he said. "Many of them are
seen by people who jump to the
conclusion they have seen a fly
ing saucer."

Discussing the fourth point, Dr.
Shapley pointed out that often a
warm layer several thousand feet
up contains dust particles which
increases the power of light diver

"A pilot may well be attracted
by somewhat distorted displaced
mage of the moon, sun or even j

1?h, "brightly lighted cloud," he
aid. :
Finally. Dr. Shapley said that a

>lane flying at a high altitude
;hrough a layer of abnormal den-
iity "can set off some queer
jlghts" light bright images sweep-

It across the dark sky
As for the announcement by the

livil Aeronautics Administration
affic control center, at Washing,
n. D. C , that its radarscope had
eked up objects seen in that
ea, Dr. Shapley said'
{'All of the sources I have given,
ith the exception of hallucinations
11 register on a radarscope. E\en

!cloud with water vapor will re-
frd itself on the radar screen "

»r* Shapely also noted that the
arth satellite vehicle program"
ilch» from 20.000 miles in space,
in" could control radar-directed
[sslles. has been "enormously de-
Iqped" in the past three years.
^'But this would have not the
ightest connection with what we

'income to know as flying sau-
$8? ■*>
•-added:

best way to tee flying sau-

when you are in your

Thi$ Clipping From

ALLENTOWN, PA.

CALL

30 1052
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Confusion among close allies.

Author Jenny Randies explains the official reaction ofthe English to the Washington "inva
sion." She writes:

"When news ofthese incredible events reached London in the summer of 1952,

it produced great consternation in the Air Ministry. Noyes recalls Cochrane com

plaining to the Cabinet, 'I thought Vandenburg had put an end to all this in '49.'

"Such was the impact that Prime Minister Winston Churchill issued a memo to

his air minister. This, thankfully, has been retained by the PRO and shows a clearly

disgruntled prime minister asking 'all this stuff about flying saucers' meant. He or

dered an investigation. Sir Robert Coburn, Chief Air Ministry Scientist, was sent to

Washington, D.C., as Noyes explains. Later, according to Captain Ruppelt in his

1956 memoirs, several RAF intelligence officers came to his office armed with a

long list of questions about how to set up a British UFO project.

"Coburn returned to London and advised that something had happened over

Washington, D.C., and despite the public pronouncements, the U.S. government was

not entirely sure what was going on." (xx.)

(xx.) Randies, Jenny. UFO! Danger in the Air. Sterling Publishing Co., Inc.: New

York, N.Y, 1996. pp.38-39.

-•

Late? July. Coffeyville, Kansas, (early morning)

Flat bottom, curved top.

No exact date is given but a news story out of Coffeyville, Kansas, that was carried in the July

28th edition of an Ottawa paper told of a report by a Homer G. Blass who saw something while

driving to work:

"Blass said the 'thing' was flat on the bottom and curved on top, and seemed

to be about the size of a stock watering tank about 12 feet in diameter It appeared

to be moving slowly in a south-south-easterly direction. All at once it stopped

completely and then went west at a high rate of speed, he said." (xx.)

(xx.) Ottawa, Kansas. Herald. 28 July 52.

28 July. Rockford, Illinois, (night)

Sharp-edged discs.

Our source states:

"Art Jaffray, amateur astronomer, saw a hazy object to the left of the ofthe

moon while watching the moon through binoculars. It cleared in a moment and
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finally resolved into a sharp-edged disc. It began to move rapidly to the north.

"Jaffray counted 20 seconds until it reached a point 10 degrees above the

northern horizon when it flattened out and vanished. It traveled approximately 94

degrees of arc. Disc was white or aluminum, and appeared to be at great height,

with no vapor trail." (xx.)

(xx) APRO Bulletin. Vol. I, #2. September 15,1952. p. 11.

28 July. Albany, Oregon. (4:25 p.m.)

Ball-like objects in perfect triangular formation. (See clip

ping and next item also from Oregon)

28 July. Lebanon, Oregon, (night9)

Flying triangle?

A press report says'

"A strange object flying over Lebanon was report

ed to city police here last night.

"Johnny Wells and Edward Wier reported seeing a

V-shaped object which they said was 100 feet wide

soaring over the city. The device was said to be illumi

nated by small lights

"The pair told police the object was traveling from

west to east." (xx.)

(xx.) Albany, Oregon. Democrat-Herald 29 July 52.

28 July. Sacramento, California, (about (9:15 p.m.)

Went straight up.

According to the newspaper:

"Myles M Myers of 2425 Meadowbrook Road,

said he observed a ball of fire over his house Monday

night about (: 15 o'clock. He thought it was a meteor at

first but when it turned and went straight up in the air

he realized it must have been something else." (xx.)

(xx.) Sacramento, California Bee 30 July 52.

28 July Dayton, Ohio. (9.15 p.m.)

So help me God1

ThU Clipping From

CORVALUS, ORL
GAZETTE-TIMES

JUU .3 0 1952 _

Mysterious Objects
Zipped Over Albany,

Says Corvallis Man
"Mysterious objects,*' which ha\e

boon ripping across other parta of
the country, were* reported a* hav.
ing roomed over and pntt Albcny
Monday by Earl Ehrmann of Cor

vallis, district engineer of ihe Pa
cific Telephone and Telegraph
company.

Checking on an installation pro
ject in east Albany Monday, Ehr
mann's vision was substantiated by
Joo Wimmer of Portland, telephone
engineer temporarily as s i g n e d

hero, nnd two unidentified men who
passed by.

Three "white balls" traveling at
a "tremendous rale of speed" were

heading southward at 4:25 p m

Monday, Erhrmenn §atd. They

were speeding uo straight, he con

tinued, that it appeared they were
"on a string or track."

The ball-like objects were sight
ed for between a minute and min
ute and a half. Spaced in perfect
triangular form, they raced across

the clear, blue skies, he added.

Ehrmann reported tint the sun
hinlng on them made them more

bvious. No vapor train was evi
dent. • -

He didn't call them "flyU^jau-
rij' because they appeared as

balls. He surmised they weren't
weather balloons because "weath
r balloons can't travel that fast."

Ehrmann estimated the object*
were at an altitude of about 7 to
.000 feet.

When he first sighted the sfrange
bject*, he said, "It's the beat,"
then he continued, * X looked away
and then looked again and they

were still there,"
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Columnist Ralph Vines published a letter sent to him by a reader:

"Before I finish this letter you will in all probability think it to be the figment of a

vivid imagination or an out-and-out lie. But believe me, the following statements are

true, so help me God!

"Yesterday evening, Monday, July 28,1 was driving about two miles east on

Kemp road, from Spinning road. I have an old 1937 model car that has weak head

lights and I was forced to stop along Kemp road to install a fuse.

"I had just replaced the fuse and was getting ready to test the lights to see if they

were working, when in a flash of lightning I saw suspended about 150 feet above the

ground, some quarter of a mile from the highway, an illuminated, transparent disc I

saw sharp blue-white sparks emitting from several spots on the object. At first I thought

I was 'seeing things,' but on taking a closer look, the object remained as it was. This

was 9:15 p.m.

"1 took a flashlight from the dash ofthe car and started to go through the field for a

closer look. I had not travelled over 75 yards when a brilliant red ball of fire emitted

from the object and shot high into the air. This was followed by a brilliant green ball

that followed a similar course. The object rose, without a sound, straight up into the air

a a terrific speed, and in a few seconds disappeared.

"There seemed to be a thin wisp of vapor hanging over the area where I saw the

disc. This lingered for three or four minutes, and drifted away. The disc seemed to be

100 feet in diameter.

"I cannot give you my name because I am married and had a date with a gril Mon

day evening, while my wife thought I was working.

"I had never paid any attention to the so-called flying saucers but I saw something

that I shall never forget as long as I live. I believe that I was closer to that object of

mystery than any human on this earth has ever been." (xx.)

(xx.) Vines, Ralph. "Lines by Vines." Dayton, Ohio. News 1 August 52.

28 July. Memphis, Tennessee, (between 9 & 9:30 p.m.)

"I wasn't frightened—just surprised at seeing something I've been laughing at."

A press account states:

"Mysterious objects, or flying saucers, were reported over Memphis by an Eastern

Airlines radio operator last night.

"Mrs. James L. Wiygul told The Press-Scimitar she was sitting in the back yard

of her home at 1183 Madison between 9 and 9:30 last night when she and Mrs. Jack

Gulledge, same address, sighted 'five or six ofthem.'

" They were flat when we first saw them,' Mrs. Wiygul said, 'and turned oval

as they went across the sky. They turned flat again just before they dipped down and

disappeared,'

"Mrs Wiygul said the objects were glowing with a white luminous light but seem

ed to have no lights attached. They moved from east to west, almost from horizon to

horizon in about one minute. She said she could not estimate how high or how fast
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the objects were traveling.

" 'Shortly afterward we saw a falling star,3 Mrs Wiygul said, 'so we know this

wasn't a falling star. They were different.'

"Mrs. Wiygul said she wasn't frightened by the sight, 'just surprised at seeing

something you'd been laughing about."' (xx.)

(xx.) Memphis, Tennessee. Press-Scimitar. 29 July 52.

28 July. Teaneck, New Jersey, (night)

Fiery object.

The Ridgefield Sun printed:

"Teaneck—Flying saucers hurtled into the local picture this week when three

members ofthe Teaneck Fire Department reported seeing a brilliant blue object

answering the description Monday night while standing in front of fire headquar

ters.

"Scanning the skies after reading about flying saucer reports near the nation's

capital and other points, Capt. Harry Davis, Lt. Mobray Darby and Fireman Arthur

Beacker reported seeing the fiery object traveling at a tremendous speed in a west

erly direction. It sped out of sight in a few seconds, they said.

"Lt. Darby said the ^saucer' was on a straight course and was flying low

enough to pass under a cloud formation. He commented that the object was going

faster than any jet plane he had ever seen and said there was no sound from it."

(xx.)

(xx.) Ridgefield Park, New Jersey. Sun. 31 July 52.

28? July. Lewistown, Pennsylvania, (night?)

"Windows around its edges?" "People inside?"

Warren Wilkey's claim*

"A graphic description ofa flying saucer which he spotted while going to work has

been givewn by Warren Wilkey, Lewistown, a car inspector at the American Viscose

Corporation plant.

"Wilkey said: The round object seemed very low in the sky and was about the di

mensions of a box car only round instead of oblong.' He said the object appeared to

have windows around its edges and to be illuminated from the inside. He asserted: 'It

looked as though someone was walking past the windows or that some piece of mechan

ism was revolving inside the object.' Wilkey was carrying a searchlight at the time and

when he turned the beam upward the object gained altitude and disappeared." (xx.)

(xx.) Sunbury, Pennsylvania Item 28 July 52.
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28 July. The famous Port Huron case. Data from Dr. James McDonald's files. (See pages

71-77)

Port Huron, Midi. July 29, 1952 -- Notes made 6/30/69 at WFAFB

Tijee 02l;0 to D300 2 (2140 to 2200 EST on 7/28 evidently. The F9^ was
with 6lst Fighter Interceptor Squadron. Had done 6 practice intercepts

on B25, was climbing out to west when the GCI station (Station Avenger)
asked him to lock for target at 3 o'clock low. None vsble to EJ5 pilot,
but radarman 1st Lt VH got return as Capt EJS started starboard torn.

On gaining 36O heading, got lcck or. which he held for about 30 sec * , *>

i$ before it jumped lock. _ , -,^ A J " ? * /T/1/,

They then pursued it visually for 20 miitf at 350 IA3 (ca
miles)', with GCI painting both F94 and unknown, and unknown maintaining

6-10 miles ahead.

Both men describe it as giving off colored lights, Capt. EJS saying

"the object appeared to be giving off a changing light which had a definite

sequence of white, red, and bluish-green.

1st Lt VfH closed his signed statement with "From personal experience

of study in celestial navigation and 1^00 hours as a bombardier, radar

observer, and navigator, I h.ve never experienced any sitting like this

before.'
-*

Penciled note on first sheets (ink-signed by Ruppelt): Probably CCI was

CE56B set at 752d AC&W Sqdn, *hpire, Mich.;'' ?/>** ^f'?£ZZu?Z> jZ? '

1,5 sheets carbon copy tagged Case #8 (Robertson?) It gives speed of 550
knots on 360 degree heading, though one would infer 360 fcts from maintaang

steady lead on F94. Could true speed of F94 be 550 here? U« /// j4^

At tuee of lockon F94 was 20 mi west of Pt. Huron.

The sheet tagged Case 8 says Capella lay in line with flight and appears

colored at times. "A? first it was believed that this w*s what the pilot
saw, but when it was established that both the F94 and the UfO were being

carried on the GCI scope, Capella became a doubtful suspect. (Indicating
the Case 5 is not hobertson No, is fact that this section ends with

I956 comments and a 1956 evaluation of "Aircraft"

Ltr dated 7 0ct 1952 to ATIC from intelligence officer at Selfndge, 6l st
■ FIS, V?08th Defer.se Wing,gives answers to earlier queries. Gives UFO speed
as 550 lets. Says weather balloon was released on time at O3OOZ so not

balloon.

Ltr 8/4/52 from Selfridge to ATIC upgrades report to secret

Map at back of file shows F94 path hrading due N from 20 mi V of Pt Hiron

to fuel-out point just off Burnt Cabin Point ca 5 miles north of tip of

peninsula.

File has raob and winds in back too.
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THE UNIVERSITY OF ARIZONA

TUCSON, ARIZONA 85721

INSTITUTE OF ATMOSPHERIC PHYSICS January 6, 1970

Maj. Donald E. Keyhoe

Luray, Virginia, 22835

Dear Don:

A few days ago (1/3/70), I talked on the phone with
an ex-Air Force pilot involved in a 1952 DFO case, which
I know would still interest you. Hence, rather than

dictating a summary version of my rough telephone notes
in ordinary file form, I'll put it down in this letter
to you,

I learned of the present location of the pilot quite
by chance. I was checking on one more case in the Condon

Report (page 151, Detroit, Michigan, 3/53) and, in talk

ing with Lt. Col. H. C. Strand, the pilot of the F-94

that figures in that incident, I brought up the 7/29/52

Port Huron sighting. Col. Strand not only knew of it,

but knew where the pilot, Edward J. Sloan, is now living,
in Valparaiso, Florida. I'll send a carbon of this sum
mary to Col.* Strand, since it will doubtless be of interest

to him. And also, I'll send one to Dick Hall, since I know
he will find it of interest, too.

Col. Strand had thought that he was flying with Sloan

on the night in question, but Sloan was emphatic in his

recollections that his was the only F-94 that went up

after the Unknown that had been detected by GCI ground

radar on the night of 7/29/52. Conceivably, Col. Strand's

recollections applied to another sighting somewhat similar

which occurred in Michigan in that period, possibly one

related to the Port Austin, Michigan, incident. Since my

primary reason for dictating this is for file-summary, I

hope you will not be bothered by my numbering items for

convenience of later reference♦

(1) As soon as I introduced myself on the phone and

mentioned the Port Huron incident, Sloan remarked that he

still remembered it quite clearly. He was a Captain at

the time, flying out of Sdlfridge AFB. He recalled that

he 'and at least one other F-£4 had been doing practice

intercepts on some aircraft, but could not distinctly

recall that it was a B-25 (as indicated in the Bluebook

file-sumnary that I studied on my last visit to Wright-

Patterson last July). Be thought there were only two

F-94s, where the Bluebook file indicates three.
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(2) Unfortunately, Sloan cannot now recall what
GCI unit originally vectored him to the Unknown. The
Bluebook file is not specific on that either, though
a signed comment of Ruppelt on one of the sheets
speculates that maybe it was the ACfcW unit at Empire,
Michigan. However, that's a long way up on the north
west coast, and ray guess would be that it might have

been the ACiW station at Port Austin or conceivably
at Selfridge itself,

(3) Sloan talked by phone with the GCI controller
as soon as he landed, but never spoke to him in person,

so he lacks that clue to the locale of the GCI station.
I asked him if anyone from Bluebook or anywhere else

ever interviewed him personally, and he said not. The

Bluebook files indicate that the report was submitted
from Selfridge, but it must have come up from the GCI
unit. He did not report it himself.

{4) I asked him the name of his radar officer,
and he thought it was Victor Helfenbien, who he said
was a very experienced man with airborne radar. (That

checks with-the Bluebook filet, too, incidentally.
Helfenbien was a first lieutenant, according to the
Bluebook files,) The F-&4 radar unit was an APG-33,
as Sloan recalled. He said that, with a multi-prop
aircraft as a target, he recalled getting lodc-ons
out to ranges ■lightly greater than 20 miles with

that set. This is in rough agreement with what
Col. Strand had told me, too. I have been trying to
run down data on that set, which is, of course, no

lo»ger classified, because it is also involved in the
Han*da AFB UFO incident.

(5) Sloan could not recall the climb-out direc

tion as he left the intercept area, under instructions
froa GCI. (The Bluebook files indicate he climbed out
on westerly heading.) He had a little more fuel than

the other F-94(s), so he was the one who chose to go

up to investigate.

C6) As he now recalls it, he didn't see anything
until he got to altitude and was given some new vector
ing instructions. (The Bluebook files indicate that
GCI told him the target was at his 3 o'clock position

when he gained altitude, i.e., off to his north.)

(7) Ruppelt's account indicates that GCI saw the
target do a 180 turn and head back north just at the

time that Sloan's F-94 turned into it, Sloan does not

recall that. However, he did state that he remembered
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GCI describing it as hovering motionless just before he

got up there. (It is conceivable that GCI remarked on

its stopping and that this led to Sloan's recollection

of hovering.)

(8) As soon as he did a starboard turn and headed

into it on a northerly course, GCI radioed that the

unknown target they were carrying was beginning to move

northward. Sloan does not now think that his radarman

ever got a lock-on, though he recalls that Helfenbien

did get some transient returns, (Bluebook file is

quite specific in mentioning a 30-second lock-on.)

(9) As Sloan recalled, he pursued the target for

about twenty minutes. He said he is still puzzled as

to what it was he saw visually. It was changing color

(red, blue, white) and very bright. It lay near the

horizon and near the north point. I asked him if he

thought it could have been a star. His remark was that

he had done a lot of flying, both before that and since,

in northern areas, and he had never seen a star that

looks like that. He estimated that he had about 3500

hours at th^atr time, and he had logged 6000 hours by the

time he retired from the Air Force in 19 63. Though he

said several times that he never was entirely sure that

the light he was pursuing was not a s-tar distorted by

some atmospheric effect, he repeated that it was very

puzzling to him, I asked him if it ever seemed to

change azimuth or altitude, and he said it did not.

(10) On the other hand, a steady pursuit course was

just what GCI was plotting, which was at least consistent

with the visual source that he was observing from the cock
pit. Very significantly, Sloan confirmed the Bluebook file-

statements to the effect that the distance between him and

the unknown target, as seen on GCI radar, varied during the
chase. At times he was closing and would get to a minimum

distance that he recalled as about 5 miles {in good accord

with the Bluebook file's 4 miles). Then it would speed up

and get out to about 10 miles ahead of him, he recollected.

And it did that speeding up rather abruptly, he recalled.

These abrupt speed changes and distance changes, as well

as the distance-range of about 5-10 miles, are in quite

close accord .with the 1952 report in the Bluebook files.

(11) The closure and recession strongly rule out any

obvious explanation in terms of ghost-reflections, since,

if it was some spurious ground-return due to scattering

off his own F-94, GCI would have carried it as moving

ahead of the F-94 at a constant distance equal to his
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altitude (which was about 4 miles above terrain).

(12) It is, of course, puzzling that the airborne
radar got no return, when GCI was getting a clear echo
However, the APG-33 is an X-band set, whereas GCI units
almost invariably were an S-band or even L-band. It is
thus conceivable that the radar reflectivity of the
target was weaker at 3 cm than at 10 cm or greater.

(13) It would be extremely valuable to be able to
interview Lt. Helfenbien. In the Bluebook files, his
signed statement included a rather emphatic comment:

"From personal experience and study of
celestial navigation and 1400 hours as
bombardier, radar observer, and navi
gator,^ I have never experienced any
sighting like this before, "

In Ruppelt's account, he attributes to the radar officer
the following quote:

"It was just as solid a lock-on as you
g-et from a B-36. "

I did not find that statement in the Bluebook files.
One wonders if it is at all possible that Ruppelt, or
someone else at Bluebook, got in touch with Helfenbien,
even though they did not interview Sloan. Another
possibility is that Ruppelt's quote is not authentic.

(14) I asked Sloan if he recalled that GCI called
up any plotted UFO speeds to him, since both Menzel and

Ruppelt mentioned a maximum radar-deduced speed of
1400 raph. He did not recall that he got any speed data
out of GCI, but reiterated the variable separation
between him and the target, as called out from GCI, and
the rapid variations thereof.

(15) He eventually ran low on fuel and had to return.
I failed to ask him an important question about that phase
of the incident,,namely, the question of whether GCI saw
the target slow down as he .broke off chase, a point that
Ruppelt indicates.

(16) He said that he came down shaking his head, not
sure what he'd seen. Although the visual appearance was
unparalleled in terms of any stars or planets he'd ever
seen from the air, he did indicate that he would have
been inclined to write it off as some atmospheric distor
tion of a star, if it hadn't been for what GCI was plotting.
When he talked to the controller, the controller was very
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emphatic about the intensity of the return and the unconven
tional motions and maneuvers.

(17) Sloan confirmed what the Bluebook files say about
his going to afterburner at times and hence attaining air
speeds in the neighborhood of 550 knots in trying to close.

(18) Hynek, in his 1953 article in the Journal of the
Optical Society, explains the visual sighting as Capella,
and so does Menzel in his 1963 book. Interestingly, the
Bluebook file specifically confronts that possibility and
rejects it because of the behavior of the target on the GCI
scope. The Bluebook file also rejects any relation to a

weather balloon, since the time was wrong. (Obviously,
nothing in this sighting could be equated to a weather
balloon by anyone but Menzel.) A letter from ATIC to
Selfridge, dated 7 October 1952, in the Bluebook files
gave answers to some earlier followup queries. Another

conxnunication upgraded the report to Secret, on 8/4/52,
indicating that, 5 days after General Samford held the
big press conference on the Washington National sightings,
it was decided to take the Port Huron sighting fairly
seriously.

(19) It is, of course, difficult to decide whether to
take Sloan's 1969 recollection or the quite specific state
ment in the Bluebook file, to the effect that the F-94 nose
radar got lock-on immediately after gaining a 360° heading.

The Bluebook file says that lock-on was held "for about

30 seconds before it jumped lock." Your account, Ruppelt's
account, and Menzel's account (based on ATIC files), all

refer to the F-94 getting lock-on. My inclination is to

put more weight on the specific statement of the Bluebook

files than on Sloan's recollection 17 years later, since

it was his radarman and not he that was working the scope.
Obviously, it would be very desirable to talk to Helfenbien

himself on this crucial point.

All in all, what I learned from talking with Sloan and

from going over the Bluebook file on this case, on my last
visit to WPAFB, indicates that this was, indeed, a signif
icant case back there in 1952. Menzel dismisses both the
ground radar and airborne radar with a wave of his hand

and a remark about "phantom returns caused by weather con

ditions." I hare atudied the radiosonde for the time and

area in question, and there certainly is nothing to account
for any anomalous propagation returns. Furthermore, the
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distinct moving target that GCI was plotting, along with

the return from the F-94 itself, is not even remotely

similar to AP effects. Furthermore, AP that might

influence any ground radar is essentially incapable of

influencing airborne radar at altitudes as high as were
involved here (20,000 ft altitude). Sloan!s description
of the visual sighting, although it does not categorically

rule out the Capella explanation, points away from that,

by virtue of his never having seen any similar effect in

6000 hours of flying. Menzel makes much of the fact that

the luminous source held in a steady position, but, as I

remarked above, GCI also got radar-track, indicating a

'steady course towards the north, compatible with Sloan's

visual sighting. Also, Capella (the only moderately

bright star anywhere in that area at the time) was so

nearly on the horizon, that one would have to expect sub

stantial extinction. To be sure, at 20,000-ft altitude,
extinction effects are diminished, but they are not

absent. And Capella's magnitude is only 0.2, in the
first place.

Well, this summary has become fairly long. But, since

it concerns one of those famous cases that stirred things up

back in the summer of 1952, I knew you'd find some of this

of interest, Don.

Best regards,

James E, McDonald

JEM/msr

cc: Lt. Col. H. C. Strand

Mr. R. H. Hall

(XX.)

(xx ) Dr James McDonald's papers University of Arizona at Tucson Library,

Tucson, Arizona Special Collections Division
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28 July Ponca City, Oklahoma, (about 8:30 p.m.)

UFO hovers over refinery, another swoops down on .

The Ponca News had two stories to tell. (See clipping)

This Clipping From

PONCA CITY, OKLA.
NEWS

'JUL 2 9 1952

Belly Lights of Jets?

Two Local Residents Report

Saucer-Like Objectsjii^ky
"Flying saucer" reports popped up In Ponca City today after un

identified bright objects were seen in the sky from two different loca'ions

last night.

The objects wre seen about 8*30 p m.

Miss Coleen Leehan, 1318 South Fifth, was returning from Tulsa with

her aunt. Mrs. Vera Foark, and Mrs. Roark's daughter, Mrs Robert Barr,

both of Tulsa, when they saw "a big

globe like a sparkler" which ap

peared to be hanging over the re

finery area "*

Miss Leehan said the object had

no color nnd did not resemble a

lighted airplane. Nor was it one of

the familiar refinery flares.

It began to move and disappeared,

probably because of high speed, she
said ,

At the time they noticed the

f hovering object, they were driving
! toward the new Arkansas River
bridge from the east.

Miss Leehan described the object

as fairly large. She said a 50-cent

piece held at arm's length would

i barely cover the outline of the

bright light from that distance.
A somewhat

from Rosemary Johnson, 315 South

'Seventh, a student at Ponca City

j Junior High School.
i She said she saw a bright light
■ hovering over the St Mary's School

'building across the street from her
home

The light swooped down over the

school and then soared up in line

with the moon, circling high in the

air After circling several times, the

■ light disappeared In the clouds and

did not reappear.

At one time, the light appeared to
be from two closely-joined objects.
The Johnson girl also said she

saw the running lights of a plane

which appeared to be following the

bright object She said vapor trails

indicated it was .a let plane.

28 July. Wilmington, North Carolina.

(10:00 p.m.)

"Sideways saucer."

A short news item said:

"The ultimate, probably, in 'flying saucers' was

seen hovering over Wilmington last night about 10:00

o'clock.

"As anonymous saucer-viewer, a lady, called to

report she'd just seen a saucer flying 'sideways' over

over Oleander [district?]that was 'very bright in color '

"In approximately a score offlying saucer' re

ports coming in to The Star the past three nights, this

was the first sideways case." (xx.)

(xx.) Wilmington, North Carolina. The Star.

29 July 52.
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? July Near Washington D.C. (night? Witness mentioned "no wingtip lights")

"What in thunder is that?"

Do strange objects linger in the sky near Washington airport? Washington Bureau reporter for

the Illinois Courier-News Frank Macomber sees something and he shared the experience with

another witness, a very interesting witness:

"I was flying back to Washington from California recently in a big DC-6

transport. Sitting beside me in the 'lounge' at the rear of the plane was a Civil

Aeronautics Administration official who was riding up from Dallas. As we

talked, he suddenly looked beyond me out the window and exclaimed:

" 'What in thunder is that? It certainly doesn't look like a plane.'

"I looked and saw what appeared to be a huge yellow [he also calls it or

ange so perhaps it changed color while under observation] ball flying what

seemed to be parallel to our flight and about two or three miles away. As we

looked, the ball was changing its flight so that within a few miles it would

cross the path of our DC-6.

"There were no wing-tip lights flashing offand on like those seen on

Commercial transport planes—just a big orange ball.

"As the airborne light moved closer and closer, other passengers noticed

it. There was an excited chattering up and down aisle. Then the light began

suddenly to move away. It grew smaller and finally disappeared as we neared

the Washington airport.

" 'I can't figure it out,' the CAA fellow mused. 'I don't believe in these

celestial bodies flying around without licenses. But I'm darned if I can explain

it.'

"Now I can't explain it, either, nor could any of the 40 passengers aboard

the plane. Yet plenty of them no doubt will spread the word that they rode

side by side with a flying saucer.

"I think what we saw has a logical explanation, even though I don't know

what it is. But what we saw, I am sure, had no resemblance to a flying saucer

or disc of any kind. It was more of an orange ball. I likely would have thought

it was some sort of airplane light if the CAA man had not said it was like no

plane light he ever had seen." (xx.)

(xx.) Elgin, Illinois. Courier-News. 2 August 52.

28 July. Cincinnati, Ohio. (10:30-11:00 p.m.)

Dart like dragonfly.

In a letter to the editor it says:

"Monday was a hot night, and I was out on my porch trying to get some air,

between 10:30 and 11:00. The sky was cloudy, but there was a break in the

clouds directly overhead, and the stars were showing through. While I was look-
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ing at this clear patch, a long-shaped, orange light began darting back and forth

in it the way a bat flies, or a dragonfly. It only stayed a few seconds, and then

was off through the clouds again in a straight line until it disappeared—I am

told a plane cannot make sudden, sharp, turns such as this did.

"I went watching the sky, but saw nothing more, either then or last night."

(xx.)

(xx.) Cincinnati, Ohio. Times-Star. 1 August 52

28 July Detroit, Michigan area, (about 11:00-l 1:20 p.m.)

At least 15 UFO reports were telephoned to Selfridge AFB outside Detroit when people claim

ed to have seen 'things" and flashing lights in the night sky. The Mt. Clemens newspaper carried

a big headline with 1 lA inch high letters on the its front page the following day:"REPORT SAU

CERS' OVER MT. CLEMENS." A Rev. William J. Reiter, of Seminole Hills, was credited

with the best report but it was only a seven-second view ofa group oforange and blue lights

sailing through the air toward Lake St. Clair. The excitement was real enough however, (xx.)

(xx.) Mt. Clemens, Michigan. Leader 29 July 52.

29 July. Osceola, Wisconsin. (1:00 ? p.m.- 3:30 ? p.m.)

"I can make 'no sense' out these sighting"—AF PIO Lt. Col. Robert Knight.

Osceola is on the Minnesota/Wisconsin state line to the east of the Twin Cities, Minneapolis-

St Paul.

An abbreviated account of this event, or events, is given in an unpublished portion of Rup-

pelt's memoirs. Why the case was cut from the final draft is puzzling, since, as Ruppelt tells the

story, it would do much to undermine the mystery ofthe Washington D.C. "invasions." There

is always the possibility the case was not as firm as implied. Here is how Ruppelt tells it in

the portion omitted from the final manuscript:

"At 1:30 in the morning an Air Defense Command radar just outside of

Osceola began to pickup unidentified targets. They were similar to those that

had been picked up in Washington in that they would lope along at about 100

miles an hour then suddenly speed up to 600 miles an hour. Four F-51 s from

St. Paul were called in but the targets were moving around so fast and there

were so many ofthem that it was impossible to pick out one target and vector

a fighter into it. But the '5J pilots saw lights—lots of them. One pilot, at

25,000 feet had one blaze across the nose ofhis airplane, then two other pilots

vainly tried to climb up to a hovering light that was in the same position as one

of the mysterious targets on the radar scope.

"The report that the operations office at the radar site sent in was excel

lent and, for the first time since ADC had ordered radar scope photos taken of

all UFO targets, a scope camera worked. The report that we got was accom

panied by a complete set of scope photos.

"Lt. Bob Olsson and Wendell Swanson, of ATIC's radar branch, went
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right to work on this one. They looked at the weather reports for that night and

found that there was a strong inversion covering all of eastern Minnesota and

western Wisconsin. When they compared the scope photos ofthe UFO targets

to scope photos of known weather targets, there was no doubt—the radar UFO's

were caused by the strong temperature inversion. Lt. Olsson talked to the F-51

pilots. They agreed that the UFO that 'blazed across the nose' ofone ofthe

F-51 's could well have been a meteor and that the lights hovering at high alti

tude could well have been a star." (xx.)

(xx.) Edward J. Ruppelt's unedited manuscript, The Report on Unidentified

Flying Objects, Copy in author's files.

Perhaps the most detailed source of information to compare with Ruppelt's account is the two

news stories in the St. Paul, Minnesota, Dispatch, and the Minneapolis, Minnesota, Star. Both

papers wrote stories using a news release from the headquarters ofthe 31st air division. There is

no guarantee all details were in the news release, or that the newspapers mentioned everything

one needed to know. In any case, one needs both clippings to put together a "complete" story,

but even then there are questions unanswered. For one thing, Ruppelt mentions four inter

ceptors. The news clippings mention only one, piloted by Capt. James E. Kennedy of the 109c
squadron, who was probably scrambled out of World-Chamberlain field, St. Paul. Ruppelt also

mentions a hovering light that the fighters "vainly tried to reach." The press report says nothing

about a hovering light, but it does quote Capt. Kennedy as saying he estimated one UFO's alti

tude as 100,000 feet, which was beyond the capability of any fighter in the year 1952.

There is some contusion with the time line too. The best we can determine is that events began

with a visual report from a GOC post southeast of St. Paul. This alerted 1st. Lt. Sven P. Jerstrom,

operating a radar scope at a AC&W site near Twin Cities. Checking to the east, Lt. Jerstrom

picked up some targets about 10 miles away. This was at 1:18 a.m. Concerning these targets Lt

was quoted as saying:

"They were moving in a southeasterly direction. There were four at the time

and looked like they were in formation so we started to observe them and immedi

ately called them into the ground controller. They were traveling about 60 to 70

miles per hour horizontally.

"They would travel about 30 miles to the east or southeast then they would

fade. There was a continuous stream ofthem.

"Some of them would turn and mill around. I directed the fighter into these

targets and pointed out several ofthem which he saw. This continued for an hour.

We then observed a target at 185 degrees on the scope.

"This target was 19 miles from our station and moving east. In one minute's

time it moved to 185 degrees on the scope at a range of 21 miles, continued in an

easterly direction for approximately 75 miles. It was going, we judged, between

600 and 820 miles an hour." (xx.)

(xx) Minneapolis, Minnesota Star. 30 July 52.

At this time the Minneapolis GOC Filter Center called to say another visual report had been

made. The visual report [no details provided] was in the same general area of the group of blips
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Lt. Jerstrom had been monitoring. The group was still moving southeast. Lt. Jerstrom said the

targets were:

".. .definitely singular objects, as we picked them out, because they did not

appear like any radar interference which I have noted on the scope—and that's in

some six years of scope work [strong temperature inversions are not that rare].

" 'I've never seen anything which would be similar to it other than an air

plane, balloon or some such object.. .1 checked with General Mills and they said

they had no balloons in that area.

"Lt. Jerstrom also reported that the blips were like ordinary blips ['Very well

defined and very clear"] and there were 10 ofthem.

" 'They were moving slow just like a lot of [Piper] cubs flying around on a

Sunday afternoon—in a horizontal plane, anyway,' he added.

(xx) Ibid.

Moreover. "Jerstrom, however, said he got nothing on radar to the west, but most ofhis targets

were east and southeast ofthe Twin Cities." (xx.)

(xx.) Ibid.

Working with Lt. Jerstrom was duty controller Major Stephen E. Defan. Both officers were

helping to direct jet pilot Capt. James Kennedy toward the targets so the unknowns could be

identified Capt. Kennedy testified:

" 'Shortly after 1:00 a.m. [Here we have a problem with the time line. The

other version puts the beginning ofthe incident at 1:20 a.m.] I climbed to 25,000

feet. The controller then gave me a steer toward the object [this has to be a radar

target] I didn't see anything until he indicated in what direction the object was.

The first time he said they were quite numerous and I spotted two orange objects

[This was quite a coincidence to see meteors just at that moment]. 'They looked

to me like comets. They were quite wide and they had a long tail. This tail was

orange

"They came along, I should say, at about five minutes intervals. I saw one

heading from north to south, east of my course—after the controller had called

them out. I didn't see anything at all until the controller called out the objects.

Then I would see what looked to me like a falling star. There were two other ob

jects The closest I could come to describing them would be like meteors.

(xx.)

(xx) Ibid

Apparently, as far as Major Defan and Lt. Jerstrom were concerned, both they and Capt.

Kennedy were talking about the same objects/radar targets. The news release described Major

Defan's activities:

"Maj. Defan reported that when he was talking to the pilot the targets on
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the scope were moving approximately 70 miles an hour in an easterly or south

easterly direction. Some ofthem were turning.

" *I asked the pilot if it were possible that the targets could be making their [sic]

speed,' Defan said. The pilot said they were going very fast. Then I asked if they

could be making their speed in an up-and-down direction. He said that was very

true—that they were climbing at approximately a 45-degree angle in relation to the

earth * (xx.)

* My emphasis—L.E. Gross.

(xx.) Ibid.

At the time Capt. Kennedy was watching the "climbing meteors," his altitude was 25,000 feet

His position was about 19 miles southeast of St. Paul. The time, 3:30 a.m. If the time is correct,

Capt. Kennedy was aloft two hours. He then says something that needs to be made clearer, "I

saw one heading southeast ofmy course." (xx.) The question is, and it could be applied to the

(xx.) St. Paul, Minnesota. Dispatch. 30 July 52.

other 'things" viewed visually, was the light/object moving like a meteor, flashing through the

atmosphere, or much slower?

In a later interview, Major Defan discussed the incident with both Lt. Jerstrom and Capt.

Kennedy. For the record, Major Defan said to Lt. Jerstorm, "I'm implying from the conversation

now that you definitely saw them on the scope, is that correct?" (xx.) Lt. Jerstrom replied,

(xx.)

"Yes, sir. I've got a written report jotted down on our side of it. THEY WERE DEFINITELY

ON THE RADAR* at the same time the pilot observed them, after I gave them the vector." (xx.)

* Caps in the original.

(xx.) Ibid.

This account ofthe case as related by the press [The official release is not available] is hardly

satisfactory. One is struck by how similar it is to the Washington D.C. manifestations. The

numerous, clearly defined, radar targets and the limited, yet tantalizing, visual reports.

Major Defan then turned to Capt. Kennedy and addressed him, "Could you confirm the fact

that the report was the same thing you saw on the scope? Could you both say that was exactly at

the same time?" (xx.)

(xx.) Ibid

Capt. Kennedy replied, "I would say the two large objects [Did he see small ones?] that I saw

looked like falling stars with orange tails and were the ones he directed me to. He called them
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out when I looked in that direction. I'd see them zip by for a few seconds." (xx.) Here we

finally get some speed estimates but its unlikely Lt. Jerstorm was tracking meteors with his ADC

radar. Lt Jerstrom stated, "When I pointed out the specific degree and distance he would come

back and say he saw it " (xx.)

(xx.) Ibid.

Another point needs clearing up. Capt. Kennedy is quoted as saying* "While landing, I saw

another rather large object off to the west. It looked to me like it must have been around 40,000

feet." (xx.) In response to that, Lt. Jerstorm recalled no target to the west. All of the ones he

(xx.) Minneapolis, Minnesota Star. 30 July 52.

had on his scope were to the east and southeast, (xx.)

(xx.) Ibid.

Finally, in reference to the press, General Thomas C Darcy, Commanding Officer, 31st Air

Division, said the information on the incident was being released so the public could understand

the nature ofADC's military mission, "We also are doing everything possible to allay panic and

to keep the public properly informed as to the nature of the Air Force investigations." (xx.)

(xx.) St. Paul, Minnesota. Dispatch. 30 July 52.

Press releases like this would eventually become a thing of the past. The Air Force would stop

the volunteering of information by local commands, especially if they contained admissions of

mistakes, failures in combat readiness, or pro-UFO opinions.

29 July. Washington D.C. (1:00 p.m.)

Another "curtain call."

For the third time in ten days, "whatzits" were detected zooming hiter and yon over places like

the Pentagon much to the displeasure ofthe generals inside who had insisted ''there ain't no such

animal " A press report said.

"CAA radar operators said as many as 12 objects were picked up on the radar

screen at one time early today. They appeared in an arc about 15 miles long from

Herndon, Va., 10 miles west of Washington, to Andrews Air Force Base, about

Five miles southeast.

"Radar tracks showed they were moving about 90 to 120 miles per hour from

the northwest to the southeast, roughly an angle of 60 degrees from the prevailing

wind " (xx.)

(xx.) Richmond, Viriginia. Times-Dispatch. 30 July 52.

30 July. Washington D.C. (2:00 a.m.)
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A press report tells us:

"A pilot aboard an Eastern Air Lkies Constellation was directed to check on

the objects at about 2 a.m., but he reported he saw no lights despite a 15-mile visi

bility. The CAA official said the objects disappeared from the radar screen when

the plane was in the area where they had been tracked and 'then came back in be

hind him." (xx.)

(xx.) Manistee, Michigan. News-Advocate. 29 July 52.

Late July. Carlsbad, New Mexico, (about 6:30 a.m.)

"King-size" saucer9

Belated report by a Mr. T.L. Fox as related by the Portales News:

"Now it's a saucer 12 feet high and 7 feet across that goes faster than any jet

plane, turns sharply without slowing down and is made of frosted stainless steel.

"This report was received today by Dr. Lincoln La Paz, director ofthe In

stitute of Meteorities at the University ofNew Mexico. It came from T. L. Fox,

Carlsbad contractor.

"Fox related this story:

" 'One morning last week, about 6:30 a.m., I was standing in my back yard

when I noticed an object gliding from the north. I thought it was a balloon and I

figured it would land in the cemetery, so I started for my car to go after it.'

"Before he could get to his car, 'the thing had grown many times its size and

had leveled off.

" Tt then, to my astonishment, maneuvered and shot forward with a burst of

speed toward the Carlsbad airport.'

"Fox, who has worked on air bases as a contractor and observed maneuver

ing jet planes, declared:

" 'This burst of speed has never been equaled by any jet I know of and no

plane with wings attached could have made that sharp a turn.' He estimated its

speed at more than 1,000 miles per hour.

" 'When it got to the airport it made another sharp turn without diminishing

speed and headed south.

" 'It was the color of stainless steel that seemed to be slightly frosted over,

giving it a bluish tint. When it caught the sun on the flat bottom side it gave off an

orange glow for a second.? (xx.)

(xx.) Portales, New Mexico. News. 3 August 52.

30 July. Elkhart, Indiana. (9:00 a.m.)

Swirling disc.

A story in the newspaper informs us:
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"If you'd like a vantage point where you can watch for 'flying saucers,' the Hotel

Elkhart roof affords an excellent spot.

"Or, you might just step out of your home in broad daylight, as Mrs. Alvin W.

Witt, 909 West Blaine ave., did at 9 o'clock this morning.

"She reported she saw a flat, round, white object, shaped 'like a dish,' swirling

round and round above the treetops a block from her home.

"She didn't have time to call her children to see it, because it turned away and

disappeared high up in the sky, se said." (xx.)

(xx.) Elkhart, Indiana. Truth. 29 July 52.

29 July. Near Gregory, Texas. (9:20 a.m.)

The first of three UFO reports for the day .occurred at 9:20 a.m.:

" 'A spinning circular object shining as it reflected the light ofthe sun and leav

ing a vapor trail such as is left by an airplane at high altitudes,' was reported in the sky

over Reynolds Aluminum Plant near Gregory about 9:20 a.m. yesterday.

"Gene T. Clark 1517 Peaboby and A, Futrell of Ingleside, contruction workers at

the plant made the reports.

" 'The object would move in a circular path and then stop dead for a minute,'

Clark said. After approximately 15 seconds it seemed to go straight up and disappear

ed. A moment later anQther, or possibility the same object dropped down, this time

without the vapor trail and followed approximately the same pattern as before.

"Clark said there were no aircraft in the sky at that time although four jet aircraft

flying in close formation came over about three minutes later." (xx.)

(xx.) Corpus Christi, Texas. Caller. 30 July 52.

29 July. Los Alamos, New Mexico. (11:30 a.m.)

Information on the initial sighting ofthe UFOs that led to the scrambling ofjet interceptors is

given on pages 42-43 of my

monograph, UFOs A His- - ___ „

Air Force Seeks
tory My 21st-My 31st. Two

newspaper clippings on page

87 of this supplement supply

additional data

29 July. "Shoot Down"

(See headline)

WASHINGTON (1KB) —Tt»

tvrernamit r»4*r ■tall— at

N*ti«Mt Akpmi
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Woman Spots

Three 'Disks1

Above Alamos
LOS ALAMOS—A Los Alamo*

houiewlfe today totd The N e u

Mexican that *he had ieen t^o fly-

Infr sauc*n l«Rt Tuesday rtt about

1130 urn, while throe Jet plane*,

scoured th« sky o^cr thli atomic

project *

"People would *nv I am crazy or

.looking for publfcli} if I let jou use'
mv namn," the houvwlfp $nld "I

dlfl we the Aniicen and I think there
wrio probably other people"** ho .mi*
them uho ha\*»r t snid anything

■ for the same rpirion I kept quiet

'about It—they ri'dn't »nnt every

one to say they were crazy."

The housenlfi* said she callrd two
neighbor* uhlle *hc Hatched the
wutCM, but no one hoard her and
jl* far m she kno*i. nh* *a* the

only witness tn her neighborhood

"I um hanging clothes In the
back>ard and thinking about a

! broadcast I had juit heard about

I flylnst saucers o\pr Washington, D.
IC. I heard the Jeu over Loi Alamo*
(and decided to look around to ice
*hnt they w«A. chaMng '

"There were three of the JrLi at
first but when I started looking I
could see oniv ore of thom, colug

In the direction of Snnta Fe I could
tee It plalnlv. \erv llnv In the skv,
with a vapor trail behind It, no I
looked ahead of It In the direction
It wa» going and «aw the naucers

"There rere two of them. Just as
round and shiny iw brand new pie-'
plate*. I guess they were six to eteht'
mile.* ahead of the Jet*, moving
along together with a little npnee
bet*e«n them. There wai no .smoke1
;nor vapor behind them, so thev

seemed to ho\er or float compared,
with the Jet. which I could ve was
moving rapidly because ol ine va
por trail behind It Dut after I
had watched for a couple of minutes
and the Jer *a*n*t «ny clovr, I
they were travelling fa.it.

"The only way I can describe

them is to *ay they uer© perfectly
roimd dL^ks They looked Ju.it ha a

pie plate *ould Jook If you held

It In front ot you above your eye-
level and moved It acroM They were

edge-on but bo high I could «ee the
round «hap« • w welt m th<» tide
edge Ttie dlslu were thicker In the

middle than around the outside and

were much ^bigjer than the Jet
plane 5%

1 "Tha Mucen moved clear acrou
the «ky towards the iouthea.st with

.the Jet after them In about three
v minutes. Then In the bat or an eye,

they Memed to get smaller and all
;of a iudden)went up and dUip-
} peared. The Jet went up. too. when it
got to the iftme plac« and looked

j around for quite a while before H
gave up and..went towardj AJbu*

t querque " ^

«20W.19*St,NEWYORKH N
Td.CHda^ 3-8860

Clr, fD 77.975) (S 76,202]

ThU CUppbiff From

FLINT, MICH.
JOURNAL

AUG 3-1952

Saucer Suspect
Eludes Checkers
Myttery Object Seen

Over New Mexico

—AP— Arid fl>fnjr
tnuctT stories- The Air Force

•aid Saturday an "unidentified
object" has br*n reported flying
over Los Alamos, N M, site of
major atomic energy installs
tlons.

An Air Force spokesman said
the slffhtinKR were reported lust
Tuesday, about noon.

Observers on the ground re
ported watching, thiough blnoc-
olars, 8omethinjj shiny and ap
parcntly metallic In the sky for
30 minute*. They said the object
^as traveling at high but erratic
■peed.

Three Jet fighters were asked
to Investigate While the fllpne*

were In the air, the Mme objeci

or a similar one was observed
lrom the ground for about two
minutes, but was not seen by the
fighter pilots.

A ground observer Mid the o^
Ject made a 360-degrw turn tc
get In the rear of the fighters.

( The Information was released
here In response to quenies alter
KIrtland Air Force Base, near
Lo« Alamos, declined to gl\e out
* statement.



One will not find many headlines in the press about this "shoot down" order. The outcry

against the order was immediate and intense. Authorities quickly backtracked. Typical was the

response of R. L. Farnsworth, head ofthe United States Rocket Society. In the group's public

ation the reaction ofFarnsworth was documented:

"On the night of July 27 Mr. Farnsworth was called by United Press and

asked to give his opinion or a statement about his view ofthese releasesfspec-

ulations about the existence ofUFOs]. This was given wide publicity [He ex

pressed a conservative but not an anti-UFO opinion], over the entire United

States and should be to the Society's credit. Next night we were called by the

Society Vice-President, Mr. John M. Griggs in New Jersey, and told ofa news

dispatch which purported to say that the Armed Forces had orders to shoot

these objects down on sight. At this Mr. Farnsworth immediately sent the fol

lowing wire to the President ofthe United States, to the Secretary of Defense,

the Secretary ofthe Army and ofthe Navy;

" 'I respectfully suggest that no offensive action be taken against the

objects reported as unidentified which have been sighted over our

Nation. Should they be extra-terrestrial such action might result in the

gravest consequences, as well as possibly alienating us from beings of

far superior powers. Friendly contact should be sought as long as poss

ible. Signed, Robert L. Farnsworth, President, U.S. Rocket Society,

Inc.'

"The next day, July 29, 1952, through the courtesy of Radio and TV sta

tion WGN, Mr. Farnsworth appeared on a short news interview given by Spen

cer Allen at 6:45 Chicago time." (xx.)

(xx.) Rockets. The Magazine of Space Flight. Official Publication ofThe United

States Rocket Society. Vol.3. Nol. January 1953. pp.13-14.

29 July. Mammoth frontpage headlines excite the public on July 29th. (See examples)

29 July. "HIYAN, fflYAN, fflYAN."

Racine radio joke falls flat. (See teletype message on page 89)

29 July. The Russian threat.

Fears of a Russian attack were not forgotten. Concerns were enhanced when the FBI made

public a secret report by the Bureau. Hoover's people had learned from its sources that Stalin

had rejected the idea oftrying to communize the U.S. by peaceful means, (xx.) (Although

(xx) Hazleton, Pennsylvania. Standard-Sentinel. 30 July 52.

Stalin appeared to be in robust health during public appearances he would die 8 months later.)
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'»*"

■■f

;;^A RACINE RA&IO STATION WAS BUST^ODaI' TOTINt TO EXPLAIN AW AT
A'JOKE A5o3T. rtYINC SAUCERS AND •LITTLE ifikl

and* &JOCKEYS ED REUT2 AND R-ICX|E^VARl»S|!|ftOAl)CASt AN EAKLYrfcORNINC

RECORD AND PAnjB SHOW (FOR V-R'-AHJ)V CALLl£HELODIE. mmtOUSiy*

$$i*$ IN "^T;^'ro]^!*N^?,FF^eatJ)6fti:ct, '^^]'m edwams biccided .,•
!j© ip A BIT OF;KIDDING/''TOS^BOIwiiwIiBOUTmYl'NC SAUCERS. % '

ACCOUNT Or'riNDIW&fA rLYlM'SADCU AT a'sACINE"
vvUKoi, Vnitn^ TfiET, SAIil WAS

^*TKIEDATO;-INTERVI

MANTVO^TEET TAtU -. , ..• v / ,

ESTiAHCE.ONE BUT HE WOULD Ott^^N^i,
if'".' '.■'*•■*

:;EHOED, WORRIE? CITI2ENS .CALlJOjiWLICE . ^AjfER THtSHOWirAS ENfflB), WORttW CITIZENS jOUmpOlKt
tilt ' . '«K3i?1 *" ' ' 'Aii " "" 'il'

29 July. Dallas, Texas, (no time)

According to our source: "Eldon Drive saw an orange-colored, half-circular object appearing

like a house-trailer with darker squares that might have been windows and a door. It hovered,

then disappeared," (xx.)

(xx.) APRO Bulletin. Issue #2. Vol I. September 15, 1952. p. 10.
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WO NORTHERN VIRGINIANS.V Airway? Opera'tibn&Specialistt James M; Cppelahd;
lef^ and James M/R^^(lef^ and James M/R^^

ing saucers",while they \vere ondutymanninsr the radar scope. They are shown at the
Air RouteTra^c'<^nteoVCenter of the-CAA^The^m^^
ing, aaucers" have been observed. On July 20, four or five of the luminous objects were
.seen.near Herndon, «jid oh July 26r VZ more were liotic^d. All of.the objecta dis«roe»r-
ed^a^gin a southeasterly diregtio^
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29 July. Pooh-poohing the saucers. General Olmsted and Navy Secretary Kimball.

Clippings below)

(See

Skepticism aired publicly

may have masked different

opinions held privately.

(See Fred Durant item)

This Clipping From

PORTLAND, ORE.

OREGON JOURNAL

tut

YS\f\ A V Sec rttarv of

7 UUA I t Niry Dan Klm-
ball, on brief Portland stop.

pooh-poohed t \ 7 \ n t saucer

stories

KIMBALL HERE

Navy Chief

Pooh-Poohs

Saucers1
There are no flying

Secretary of the Navy Dan Kim

ball said in Portland (oda>

"I don't know of anything in the

physical sciences to support such

an idea, and there is nothing in

the record to indicate there n any

such thing," he asserted when

queried about the mystery objects

reported over the nation's capital

in the last two days.

NO SUCH THING

"The objects that have been re-

ported are probably electrical phe

nomena," he added. "Personally,

I don't think there is any such

thing as flying saucers "

The secretary, flying in a "su

per" DC-3 navy plane, made a

short stopover In Portland for a

Navy league luncheon at the Ar

lington club. He is on a nation

wide junket, inspecting naval In

stillation^ to determine present

faculties and future needs ot the
navy.

With him were his special as
sistant, Ted Wilcox; the national

president of the Navy league,

Frank Hecht, and the comman

dant of the 13th naval district,

Rear Adm. Allen E. Smith They

were greeted by local Navy league

officials, including Tommy Luke.

Portland florist, and by City Com

missioner Fred h Peterson

NAVY MODERNIZED

Kimball, a former tire dealer

from Los Angeles and later an

army air force man, said the en

tire navy has been modernized

since the end of World War II.

Sixty per cent of all guns and am

munition now used are types new
since the war, he said, and all air

planes used in combat service are

new. However, he said navy needs

are still great New types of planes

will require larger aircraft car

riers.

"If we have a strong and ad

equate navy,"1 he observed, "we

won't have to worry about things

like flying saucers " ■

Military Aid Chief ,

Pooh-Poohes Idea

Oslo. July 29 [Renter]—MaJ
Gen. George H. Olmsted, chief of
the United States military aid
office, today pooh-poohed flylng-
saucer stories with "If that's all

Vt got to worry about, then we
dont havt much to worry about."

Olquted, on a European tour of
military-aid mtarfons, also taid
tbew art enough Atlantic pact
forces to take car* of any surprise
attack, bttt iwt enough to beat oft
an all-out atffltfi.

July 1952

"Faith in what had come

to be known as the 'Extra

terrestrial Hypothesis'

spread into the upper levels

of government."

—Fred Durant,

CIA Office of Scientific

Intelligence (July 1952)

Gilgoff, Dan

"Saucers Full of Secrets"

City Paper

Washington D C.

14 December 2001 p 6.
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29 July. Detroit, Michigan. (1:30 p.m.)

Ex-Air Force man sees saucer:

"Tuesday's 'saucer' was reported seen at about 1:30 p.m. over [Henry] Tison's

house at 26 996 Grand River.

"Tison, who flew with the 15 th Air Force in Italy, now is a department store

truck driver When he saw the object, he called for confirmation from his helper,

Harold Hubler, 15217 State Fair east. Both saw it clearly, he said.

" 'It was flying at 12,000 to 14,000 feet,' Tison said. 'It was nothing I'd ever

seen before. It was just like I'd read about.

" 'It was disk-shaped, and I saw it both on edge and flat. When we first saw

it, it was barely going. Then it made a big, wide sweep and was really going We

lost it behind some clouds '

"On his lunch hour, Tison had been looking upward in trees for his mother's

parakeet, which escaped Monday night." (xx.)

(xx) Detroit, Michigan. News 30 July 52.

29 July. Spokane, Washington. (4:30 p.m.)

17 in single file.

Press release from Spokane: "Spokane got into the flying saucer act Tuesday with the report of

three Geiger Field officers that they had seen 17 unidentified objects soaring over the base in

single file The officers ofthe Air Force's 87th Air Base Squadron at Geiger said the seagull-like
objects went over at 4:30 p.m. Monday. The objects were reported moving at speeds faster than

any jet aircraft." (xx)

(xx ) Spokane, Washington. 30 July 52 (AP)

29 July Near? Richland, Washington, (about 5 o'clock)

Newsman Charles Lamb ofthe Tri-City Herald sees saucer:

"I've always wanted to see a flying saucer and Tuesday I saw one. I knew if I kept

looking I would see one sooner or later.

"My wife saw it too. And so did our little daughter Vicky. But Vicky is only 10

months old and didn't thinjc it was so unusual. It was just another experience for her

She didn't even get excited when se watched the spectacular Fourth of July fire-works

Display in Richland.

"We were driving along Vista Road enroute to Richland at about 5 o'clock Tuesday

afternoon. Directly ahead, about 10 miles away and at an altitude of 5,000 feet we saw a

disc It was kind of a silvery color and as flat as a pancake. It appeared to be either travel

ling away from us or just hanging in midair.

"Occasionally it would vary its course and we could see it was round. We watch it

for at least two minutes before it finally disappeared behind a hill on the horizon and was
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gone. It is quite a feat ofdriving to watch a flying disk, face an afternoon sun and buck

the five o'clock stream of workers driving home from Richland.

"I am certain it wasn't a plane, andT sent up enough weather balloons during the

war to know a balloon when I saw it. My eyes aren't the best, and I have been doing a

lot of wishful thinking lately about discs. If I'd seen it alone I would have called it a

mirage or a case of wish fulfillment.

"But the wife saw it too, and she thinks it was an honest to goodness flying saucer.

I can't help but agree with her." (xx.)

(xx) Pasco, Washington. Tri-City Herald. 31 July 52.

29 July. Pennsburg, Pennsylvania (7:30 p.m.)

"The 'thing' skims through the cloud-laden sky."

The local newspaper notes UFO activity in upper Perklomen Valley.

"Carl Bardman, 21, son ofMr. and Mrs. H E. Bardman, of Green Lane, spotted

a flying saucer under different conditions. It was 7:30 on the evening of July 29 that

Carl was thrilled by the appearance ofthe mystery craft. It was just before a thunder

storm, and dark clouds were gathering. Carl and other members of the Bardman

family were watching the approachingstorm from the front porch ofthe Bardman
home on Main street, Gi;een Lane.

"They noticed what at first glance appeared to be lightning flickering on the

horizon Study ofthe flashing light dispelled the lightning theory, and Carl shouted,

'here comes a jet' But the movement ofthe 'thing' as it skimmed through the cloud-

laden sky altered even that observation.

"As it moved overhead the object was silhouetted as a dark oval against white

clouds, and its similarity to a plane or any other type ofknown aircraft was immedi

ately ruled out Heading due south, the saucer vanished in the distance, assuming a

definite round outline. The entire sweep took no more than ten seconds.

"Venturing a guess at the height of the object, Carl pointed out that it must have

been traveling at a low altitude, since the storm clouds formed a low ceiling, and the

object was visible at all times in its trip across the sky.

"Now that he's seen one ofthe much talked-of saucers, Carl is admittedly a bit

bewildered 'I really don't know what to think of it,' he concludes." (xx )

(xx) Pennsburg, Pennsylvania. Town and Country. 15 August 52.

29 July WANTED! $500 Reward (See clipping on page 93)

29 July Culver City, California (night)

"Says 'Saucer' Split in Two "

A UP press account says.
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Thts

AMARIUO, TEXAS
NEWS

WANTED.'

JUL 2 9 '95?

For Information Leading
To a Photo of a Genuine

Flying Saucer
(Alto tee itories on Pages 10 and 11.) ;

Five hundred dollars for a flying saucer picture fipf
The Dally News believes there is more than fantasy In the

itories of strange objects in the skies.

• • • I
Only Sunday night, Air Force planes roared out on ihi

trail of strange lights picked up by radar over Washington,

D.C. At the same time, thousands of viewers reported watch-

Weather

Don't
CAUTION: Not all Is gold—

or even a flying saucer —
that glimmers.

T. F. Bates of the Amariflo
Air Terminal weather station

fbdvltea that Weather Bureau

balloons bearing lights are

sent up dally at 9 p.m. and

3 a.m.

The lights carried by the**

balloons are visible for a con

siderable distance, Rays

Weatherman Bates, and a

west wind oould blow the baJ-

Balloons

Count
loons over the city.

Similarly, MaJ. Porter

O&kea of Amarilto Air Force

Base reports that lighted bal

loon* are sent op by the bate

weather section daily betweea

8:30 and » p;m. and -t~and-

3:30 a.m. A we*t wind could

blow these balloons over the

city.

So, do not waste time,

fenty* Aid telephone calls
about these non-saucer

phenomena.

ing strange objects in the skies of Indiana, and a state high-

way patrolman said they were to weird he didn't want to

talk about them.

There also have been many reports of such phenomena In

the High Plains region, to say nothing of the unexplained

"fireballs" of New Mexico.

• • •
The Daily Nows enlUts all Us readers in a search fat

what we shall call flying saucers, for want of a better name.

Bat we want evidence. Many tips of strange objects in
the dry undoubtedly hare been occasioned by explainable

phenomena -weather balloons, airplane landing Uahts and

to on. Bat this newspaper Is convinced that sotee of fhe

reports are genuine. ,,

So we stand ready to pay $500 to any person who notifies
The Daily News of any unexplained object in the iky—a "fly

ing saucer," If you will—in time for one of our photographer*
to record it on film.
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"A new wrinkle in 'flying saucers'—an object that can spilt in two and keep right

on flying—was reported in Southern California skies today by a former Air Force pilot

and an engineer.

"Ted Golin, 28, the former pilot, said he saw the object last night and watched it

break into two halves, with both pieces flying independently.

"He said the object was oval in shape and looked like an 'oscillating star.' Several

other witness also reported watching the object in the sky over nearby Culver City

shortly after sundown.

" 'I know it sounds nuts,' said Golin, 'but I actually saw it. My eyes are good and

my flight experience is enough so that I know it wasn't a hallucination or my imagina

tion running away with me.'

"He said the object was above clouds which he estimated to be 30,000 feet high

and it moved parallel to the earth.

" 'It suddenly broke in two. Each part zipped about a mile apart and then went

straight up and disappeared,' he said.

"Arnold Dolmatz, who said he was an engineer, supported Golin's account ofthe

spectacle " (xx.)

(xx.) Yuma, Arizona. Sun 30 July 52

29 July. Enid, Oklahoma. (9:30 p.m.)

-•

Thomas S. (Sid) Eubanks, 50-year-old

Wichita photo service truck driver-

salesman. He was still trembling with

fright when he told his story to desk Ser

geant Vern Benell, at the police station

in Enid. (See picture)

29 July. Albuquerque, New Mexico.

(9:30 p m.)

The exact spacing ofthe objects, the

fantastically violent speed ofthe shift,

and the change from a V pattern to two

straight rows are definite UFO charac

teristics. (See clipping on page 95)

29 July Titusville, Pennsylvania.

(10:15 p.m.-ll:00 p.m.)

Mystery light makes repeated passes

over the city. Was it a plane9

Here is the news story:

/ S (SjU) Eub-niks, 50 ,
■■year old Wn hi la photo sei vice j

,truck tli iver salesman, saw his[ti->l

flying saucei Tuesday rnghl While

dnving alone cut United bules

Highway 81 south of Enid, Oklj

Hut unlike nicinv enthusiasts v ho i
spend houts seai thing the *-kies for'

signs of sauceis, ICubanUs sa\s he;

hopes lie nuvei sees anothei His:
reluctance mav stem iiom the iattj
that, accoiding to his icpoit 10;

Enid police1, the snucti m\ opt '•o'
low that u omnniuus prc-iui l
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By DOYLE KLINE

A flight of luminous object!—

at least 10—passed over Albu

querque at 9 30 last night

Whatever they were, they made

a "flying saucer" believer out of

me They resembled nothing I

had seen before /

Their flight, if it was flight as

we know it, was soundless and

graceful At first they appeared

overhead from the south. They

were clustered together In no ap

parent pattern, heading due north.

Then they shifted to a perfect

V The shift was done with great

precision The formation resem

bled a flight of geese

Within a second or *o they

formed a new pattern

Thi* formation presented two

rows with the objects in front

spaJed at exact intervals Taka
your pencil and place five doti on

a piece of paper Then at a dis

tance as far behind the dots as

the dots are apart, start a new

row Place the second 'row of five
dots so they center between the

openings of the first row and

you'll see how the formation ap

peared

Incredible Performing

If the objects were about 2500

feet over the city, as they appear

ed, they moved only about as fast

as an F-86 Sabre jet Going-on

this assumption, their shifts in
position were Incredibly swift,

fantastically violent—in terms of

our experience.

But li their nearness to the

;;:V.^\V -. l ■

■ " •&

fc .V.. L.

SAUCER?—ThU la a picture

of ft -"flylnr nucer," iccordinr

to Alan C. Dumas, %% of Cul
ver City, Cali/.

Maneuvers
ground was an illusion—and the

Air Forc« has said it believes such

phenomena may be tricks of the

atmosphere — their performance

takes on even more incredible

aspects

Their size appeared about one

third the size of the moon when

it is overhead But the light they

emttted was very different It

was not as intense as a star, nor

as bright as the moon. There

was no color except white

It was soft, almost suggesting

re/lection from lights of the city.

The objects appeared low—yet

at a great distance, if such con

tradiction is credible

If they were at \ great height,

and this observer would lik» to

believe they were, their speed

must be beyond comprehension

Witnessed Flreballi

I was a witness on several oc

casions when fireballs, both green

and blue white, flashed through

the skies at various points in

the southwest On one occasion

I reported in detail what I saw

to Dr Lincoln LaPaz, director

ot the UniVersity's Institute of

Meteontics and a nationally-
known authority on such things

Dr LaPaz told me today that

the objects I saw last night "de

finitely are not associated with,
the Perseid meteor shower.""He
said the meteors are coming from

the northeast, that they do not

change formation nor exhibit
"intelligence or coordination."

Col William Matheny, com
mander of the 34th Air Defense,
here, reported he knew nothing

of any military flights at the;
hour of the "saucer maneuvers'"
and requested me to relate what
I saw to his air defense intelli
gence officers

^The flight of aircraft also is
familiar to me The "lights" m
dulged m maneuvers impossible
to modern aircraft

I have witnessed th« flight of
rockets, German and American,
at Whit* Sand Proving Ground
in daylight and at night Tht sauc-

ers were something diiferen* al
together.

Four years ago an Albuquer
que resident telephoned The Tnb-
un« and said 1 "flying saucer"

had landed in her yard. I went

Over City
to see it and it turned out to be
the radio unit from « weather
balloon.

Two. years ago near Holioman
Air Force Base a group of per
sons waj peering into the *ky at
a "saucer" Inspection through bi

noculars convinced me it was a
balloon ot torn* sort, reflecting

the intense June sunlight The
object* last night resembled no
balloon

In April, I witnessed the de
tonation, of. an atomic bomb in
Nevada The light the saucers
emitted last night was of a differ
ent order. 1

My observation of the objects
last night was accidental I was

convening with my landlady Mrs

George Gibson, 910 Gold Sw, on

tb« front steps of her home I

The quick movement of tht
"stars" caught my glance Mrs
Gibson, who way under the porch,
roof, failed to see the objects be
fore they passed from view be
hind trees across the street

The Air Force can call the ob
jects hallucinations, tricks of the
atmosphere or perhaps anything
falling within the limits of logic.
Several persons, on and off the

record, have said they believe the
saucers are visitors from space

But if you see them, you will
be struck with the impression that
it is much easier to say what they

are not, than to suggest what they
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"A white light which gradually grew in size blazed across the night sky over the

Centerville area last night about 10:15 o'clock. About 14 adults at Gilson Ridge

Watched the mysterious sky visitor make 40 passes before it disappeared.

"A Saegertown area resident also saw a flying object about the same time. G. R.

Bowersox, of Saegertown, Route ls said it had three rays ofwhite light which revolved

and emitted sparks.

'It crossed the sky from west to east slowly, circled about and then streaked fast

for the west again. This maneuver was repeated for more than 15 minutes.

"The witnesses at first thought the light was a beacon. But it acted too odd for

that.

"The path of light it cut across the sky lengthened each time. The bright light was

about a foot across when they first saw it. Then it gradually got larger until it was

about a yard long or more.

"Emerson Stoeks of Titusville, Star Route, said 'it was as big a dishpan at first.'

" 'On its way back each time it left a light streak behind it,' he declared.

"Mr. Bowersox said he and his family watched it to the northeast from his home.

At times it sped back and forth and again stood still.

"Asked if it went fast, he said: "I never saw a jet fly as fast.'

"He saw the object at 10:30 p.m. and it lasted until almost 11. That time would

about coincide with the report from Gilson Ridge, for the residents there saw it between

10:15 and near 11.

"The Saegertown man said he could hear a hissing sound. The 'thing' banked like

a plane on its runs and the lights kept revolving at a speedy rate.

"When the light ceased making its runs over the general Centerville area it grad

ually disappeared to the north." (xx.)

(xx.) Franklin, Pennsylvania. News-Herald. 30 July 52.

29 July Adrian, Michigan, (about 10:30 p.m.)

"At least it looked like one."

County superintendent of schools sees saucer:

"Milton Porter, county superintendent of schools, said today he saw what could

have been a flying saucer over Adrian about 10:30 p.m. Tuesday.

"He was driving toward the city from the southwest when he saw a disc-shaped

object with clearly defined outlines and emitting a strong glow moving slowly over

the city. It was about the size ofthe moon, he said, but he was unable to judge the

distance The object disappeared when a shadow moved across its surface, he added."

(xx.)

(xx.) Adrian, Michigan. Telegram. 30 July 52.

29 July. Atlanta, Georgia. (10:30-12:00 p.m.)

Bright orange lights.



97

A newspaper story says:

"Flying saucers visited Atlanta Tuesday night—or so a score of residents have

reported today.

"Bright orange-colored lights that did everything from jump up and down to

pulling a disappearing act were seen in the sky between 10:30 p.m. to midnight, a

score of residents in scattered sections reported. The objects, none ofwhich was

described as traveling faster than a plane, were reported at altitudes of from 2,000

to 4,000 feet.

"The Atlanta Weather Bureau said there was no natural phenomena last night

that could have caused the lights." (xx.)

(xx.) Savannah, Georgia. Press, 30 July 52.

29 July. Near Niwol, Colorado. (10:30-11:00 p.m.)

According to our source.

"Illuminated and moving at great speed, a flying saucer was sighted by Mrs.

M. L. Swearingen from her home southwest ofNiwot between 10:30 and 11 p.m.

Tuesday.

"Mrs. Swearingen said the 'saucer' was moving westward, apparently just

over Longmont 'much faster than planes fly.1 There was no sound discernible,

the Niwot woman reported, but the object was illuminated with one complete

ring of light which formed a circle, apparently at the bottom ofthe saucer.

"There also appeared to be an unlighted, or shadowed, portion extending

above the lighted ring Mrs. Swearingen said she was unable to determine ac

curately the height or exact size ofthe object, although she would judge it to be

very large and at a great distance above the earth." (xx.)

(xx.) Greeley, Colorado Tribune. 30 July 52.

29 July. Salt Lake City, Utah, (evening)

Cavorting, vari-colored objects.

A Salt Lake paper printed.

" 'Flying saucers' made another late evening appearance over Salt Lake City

Tuesday night

"Among persons who watched the vari-colored object cavort about the sky for

20 minutes was the J M Hays family, of 7415 West 2400 South St.

"Mr. Hays reported the object, whose color shifted from red to orange and

green, made erratic motions in the sky, darting to the rear, straight up, and to the

side. It would hover for a minute and would then suddenly move forward at a
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tremendous speed, he said

"Officials at Salt Lake Municipal Airport said several planes landed at the field

during the time the object was seen.

"Mr. Hays later said he saw a plane land at the airport at the time and that the

'saucer' was radically different.

"Two staff members ofthe News also watched the strange orange-white-blue

color that is difficult to describe, one newspaperman said." (xx.)

(xx.) Salt Lake City, Utah. Desert News. 30 July 52.

29 July. Northern Michigan. "Tag game denied." (See clipping below)

This Clipping From

IRONWOOD, MICH
GLOBE

30 195?

U. P. 'Saucer'

Stories Denied j

By the Air Force]
Jets 'Played Tag,

With Discs, Report

Bv The Associated Press

The Air Forcoitoday denied re
ports that soinoTof its Jet fighter
engaged in n 600-milc-an-hour to,

Eamc \wlh mysterious fhinfi disc
over Northern Michigan last night
The reports, ^emanating fron

usually icliablG*sourccs, said in
Sclfudfic Air Base jots were sen

aloft tn investigate the mystenou

aerial visitors, fl"

JETS CATCH UP

Tho informant said the jel
caught up witfv',the flying discs c
saucers near tho Upper Pcnlnsul

and flow alontfi'on their trail fc

several minute/f The discs rcpor
cdly varied their speed from \er

slow to highsipf around 600 mile
an hour. 4fc ,.
According tgjthc source, the jel

gr.\f? up thciljflfght nftcr a whil
i and turned back towards Sel/ndg<

only to hnvotthc discs change froi

pursued to pursuer nnd follow th

Selfndfic jcU|for a brief time.
An Air Foi&e spokesman at Sel

ridge said pfimc jet units wcr
aloft last night on routine manci
vers, but said they saw no disc
or saucers.]®;'.
The storygabout the tag gam

between thegrjets and discs cam

amidst a rjpfh of reports that th
m\sterious^ierial visitors had bee
sighted ovewMichigan.

SEEN BY^PILOT

Several offihe reports came fron
people withfa sound background o
aerial knowledge. They included i
wartime BJ^IT pilot in Detroit, i
iormcr Canadian Air Force flic
and a sergeant at an Air Forc<
warning station at Battle Crock.
The form>r?;B—17 pilot, Henn

Tison offpotroit, said he saw i
silvery, dlw-shaped object over hi:

home >cst|rday afternoon. "It wa*
not an Sirplane. not a dirigible
not a uefigber balloon. I've seen al
X thcm«flBaid Tison
The S^-idgc Air Base - said it

lad recCTKd'mony calls since the
A'cckcndBrom citizens who told ot
*ccing ^Bjerious fl>ing objects.

29 July Laguna Beach, California, (night)

"The most startling report of the week."

The Santa Ana Register informed its readers:

"Probably the most startling report ofthe week came from two Laguna Beach

volunteer ground observers for Operation SKYWATCH.
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"The two observers, Mrs. Adelaide Newinger, 459 Pearl St., and Miss Amelia

Lusekus, 475 Graceline Dr., Laguna Beach, were on duty Tuesday night at their

observers post. The women's tour of duty is from 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. and they are

stationed atop a garage.

"Mrs. Newinger stated that she was the first to notice something unusual over

the ocean.

" 'It had been cloudy and overcast and when the haze lifted I was watching the

stars across the ocean when I saw what at first appeared to be a mass of small stars

in shape similar to that of a half of a watermelon coming toward me.'

"The skywatcher said she drew the attention of her companion to the lights in

the sky and they both saw the 'thing' draw closer.

" 'It was heading right for us so I quickly grabbed the phone and called the

Filter Center in Santa Ana.1

"As the lights approached at a rapid rate of speed, Mrs. Newinger described

what she saw to officials at the center.

" ' As it got closer I could make out a definite shape. It was round on the bot

tom and flat on top. It grew very bright as it came nearer. It was right over the

ocean in a southwesterly position from us. It moved quickly right at us.'

"Miss Lusekus, in terror, shut off the lights ofthe observer post.

"The 'top' moved along at a 30 degree angle from the horizon, the women

reported, and its rounded bottom glowed with a white heat.

" 'Just as it got close to us,' Mrs. Newinger reported, 'the object tilted side

ways at an 80 degree an^le. I could see the darkness of its flat upper portion per

fectly. Then it turned around and raced back in the direction it came with a tre

mendous burst of speed until it was no more than a red dot far out on the ocean.

"The women said that as the object sped away, haze or a vapor trail was left

in its wake.

" There was no noise and we saw the thing for almost three and a half min

utes,'Mrs. Newinger said. 'It was awesome and frightening. It couldn't have

been lights reflected on clouds because the overcast had cleared and the stars were

out.'" (xx)

(xx ) Santa Ana, California. Register 3 August 52.

29 July. Annville, Pennsylvania. (11.00 p.m.)

"Elongated ball of fire." (See clipping on page 100)

29 July. Bryan, Texas (about midnight)

Mysterious objects over Bryan AFB:

"During the past week reports have been received by local newspapers of mys

terious objects seen in the sky over Bryan Air Force Base.

"August I. Nowak, a cashier of the First National Bank, says that about mid

night Tuesday he saw an 'enormous object with a pink glow and brightly lit win

dows' sweeping across the sky in the direction ofthe Bryan Air Force Base at a
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LEBANON, PA.

NEWS-TIMES

JUL31 1952

Flying Saucers

By Annville Woman
I Flying saucerj apparently have
(infiltrated th£ Lebanon County
area ^

The first of the flaming discs
reported in this vicinity since the
mysterious objects were ordered
tracked by Air Force jet inter
ceptors near Washington was spot-'
ted Tuesday night at Annville •
Ralph Seese, 43, Annville R D. 2,

a welder at the Standard Boiler
Co., Lebanon, said that his wtfe,
LaGatha, spotted the object at IX
p m. while looking out of a bed
room window H jf

"It 1. .cd like an elongated^W(u

of fire." Mrs Sccsc told The
HEWS Jast night '
She went on to explain that the

disc was moving at "a very rapid
but steady pace "

Mrs. Seese said that when she
irst noticed the object, she called

It to the attention of her husband
and tow children, William, 12, and
Richard, 7.

They watched it for about five
minutes and then related the story
to Mrs Ed Imber.Jheir landlady.

Mrs Imbcr said tnat when she

went ouMide the object was still

visible
Seese indicated that he was rath

er puzzled because no one else had
reported the object.

"It was such a bright night, that
[ thought everyone probably would

have seen it," he said.

Getting back to the Annville

man's description of the disc, he

pointed out that "during the last!
pass it made across the *ky, Jt

seemed to bank, then turned and
went back in the opposite direc
tion."

Following the reversal of its

path, Seese said, the object be

came a perfect disc. "Of course, it
was a little elongated because we

were looking at it from an angle,"
he commented. . ' (

According to the Seese family,
the outer'edges of the object were
bright, while the inner portions
were blacked out. "It was like a

huge lighted rim,'* Mrs. Seese

said.

The Seese family, along with
Mrs. Imbcr, seemed to spurn all
ideas that the object was a balloon,

cloud, or a hallucination, as Aig

•Force officials have been tryijf

to explain.

f They weren't sure what

jbut it was "something.1*

terrific speed. He said it made no sound.

" 'About five minutes later a smaller object—one that really looked like a sau

cer—swept by on the same path,' Nowak said. This one was of a pink glow, and

there was a blaze of fire behind it, he said.

"Nowak said that he did not believe the reports he had heard about flying sau

cers, and I wanted to see one 'Now that I have seen one,' he added, 'I don't want

to see any more '" (xx.)

(xx.) Waco, Texas Tribune-Herald 8 August 52.

29 July Lafayette, Indiana (before? midnight)

"A most peculiar lighting phenomenon."



101

A news story tells of strange lights witnessed by GOC observers at the Lafayette observation

post atop the Lafayette Loan and Trust company building*

"Mr. and Mrs. C.F. Corns and Mr. and Mrs. Frank Mink, on duty at the Lafa

yette post before midnight, observed a most peculiar light following near a plane

passing overhead. The weird-looking light appeared first in front ofthe plane,

then jumped behind it and then to the side. But the light was observed after the

plane passed.

"The information was phoned to the South Bend filter center. Radar being

beamed on the Cairo vicinity was transferred to the Lafayette area immediately.

The conclusion reached by the filter station was that the peculiar and rare occur

rence was caused by a beacon light from the Purdue airport and another light com

ing from the east meeting at one spot and reflecting offa cloud." (xx.)

(xx) Lafayette, Indiana. Journal & Courier 30 July 52.

30 July Council Bluffs, Iowa, (about 9:00-9:20 a.m.)

"Hovering around the sun."

A railroad crew sees "things" near the sun:

"Several silvery objects—not airplanes—were sighted high over Council Bluffs

about 9* 20 a.m. Wednesday by the crew of a Burlington switch engine.

"The spokesman for the crew, Switchman A. W. Wintersteen, did not know

whether the objects might be the so-called 'flying saucers.' But, he did say they were

not airplanes

"Wintersteen sighted one or two of the objects by himself about 9:00 a.m. Later,

the whole crew watched the sky objects, high over the Burlington tracks near Twenty-

ninth avenue

" 'We saw 8 or 10 ofthem hovering around the sun,' Wintersteen said. 'Then

one by one, they took off like a shot and disappeared.'

"He said they were 'about the size of a pin head '

"Other crew members who Wintersteen said saw the objects were: Woodrow

Hansen, engineer; Al Frieze, fireman; Don Rath and Earl Loder, both switchmen."

(xx.)

(xx.) Council Bluffs, Iowa. Nonpareil 30 July 52.

30 July. Alexandria, Indiana. (1:10 p.m.)

"I saw a strange-looking cloud."

Press tells of strange objects:

"Reports of strange objects flitting through the air have finally reached Alexandria

with the viewing Wednesday by a family of four of'flying saucers '
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"Mrs. George Vaught, 939 West Washington street, reported seeing the 'fly- (

ing saucers' at 1:10 p.m. Wednesday in the back yard ofher home.

" 'I saw a strange-looking cloud,' Mrs. Vaught stated, 'and called my two

teen-age daughters, Laura and Phyllis, and Mrs. Laura Oliver to the yard.

" 'While we were looking up in the sky we saw six strange, flat-like objects

streak across the cloud, merge together and then disappeared. They looked like

aluminum. The whole thing happened in a minute. It was a strange sight and

there was no sound.'" (xx.)

(xx.) Alexandria, Indiana Times-Tribune 31 July 52.

30 July. Sante Fe, New Mexico, (morning)

Sante Fe housewives see ???.

According to the local newspaper:

"Three Santa Fe housewives today added their reports of flying objects in the

skies to those which are cropping up nationwide.

"The three, Mrs. C. C. Borland, 1929 Kiva; Mrs. K. C. MacDonald, 1920 Kiva,

and Mrs. R. A. Brown, 1923 Kiva, reported seeing 'about 50' silver colored disks

in the skies above the city yesterday morning.

"The housewives, who were called out to look at the objects by children in the

area, said they appeared to be crescent-shaped, apparently because they were turning

around so that the light caused them to seem to 'disappear and come back.'

"Mrs. MacDonald said she thought they reflected various colors. However, the

other women agreed that they remained.silver. _ . _. _ _ _ . ..

"They said that the objects seemed to be very high, in formation and traveling

toward Albuquerque in the sky to the southwest oftown." (xx.)

(xx.) Sante Fe, New Mexico. New Mexican. 31 July 52.

30 July What to say?

Rumors that GOC observers taking part in "Operation SKYWATCH" were reporting "flying

objects" in Northwest skies reached the Spokane Chronicle. The newspaper made inquiries at

the Spokane filter center but reporters were referred to McChord AFB. Officials at the head

quarters ofthe 27th air division at McChord only made a terse announcement which admitted

there had been numerous sightings. As for any other information, officials explained: "We don't

know just how much we are suppose to say about this matter." (xx.)

(xx.) Spokane, Washington. Chronicle 30 July 52.

30 July Commentator Henry J. Taylor sounds off again.

Here is a newspaper account of Taylor's radio broadcast:
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" "Flying Saucers' are no longer a laughing matter, according to Henry J. Taylor,

ABC commentator and journalist, who made his first broadcast on the phenomenon

two years ago last March, has pursued the subject since, and delved more deeply into

it Monday night on KTMS, The News-Press station.

"In his 'Your Land and Mine' ABC Radio Network program Monday at 7:30 p.m.,

he revealed that the forerunner's oftoday's 'flying saucers' were metallic streamers

that were released during World War II by bombers approaching radar-protected enemy

targets to 'jam' enemy radar detection screens.

" 'After the war,' he said, 'I knew great strides were made secretly in our country

toward improving such streamers. These began to take the shape of white discs, large

and small. They gave the same or better electronic effect but could be better controlled.

They could be towed at great speed—dangling and gyrating and suspended far below

fast airplanes too high to be seen. The discs can hover or maneuver, can be set free or

guided.'" (xx.)

(xx ) Santa Barbara, California. News-Press. 30 July 52.

30 July. Secretary of Defense Lovett

Lovett has explanation.

An AP dispatch out of Washington states:

"Even Secretary ofDefense Lovett has seen a 'flying saucer'—but he had an expla

nation for it.

"Pentagon sources said Lovett, returning to Washington from New York Sunday,

was a fellow passenger aboard an airliner with persons who insisted they had seen a

white disc whirling along beside the plane

"Lovett, however, reportedly said he had been watching a searchlight playing into

the clear, moonlit sky and at one point its cone of light caught and held a tuft of cumulus

cloud, creating the impression of a circular body keeping pace with the plane.

" 'That's how many a flying saucer gets born,' one officer said." (xx.)

(xx.) Abilene, Texas Evening Reporter-News. 30 July 52

30 July. The Einstein letter.

Although very brief, Einstein's reply to Rev. Gardner was probably the most quoted comment

about the UFO flap if the Air Force's Romeike newspaper clipping collection is any indication.

(See page 104)

30 July. "The Air Force should tell the Public " (See clipping on page 105)

30 July. "The Air Force's official opinion." Al Chop. (See clipping on page 105)

30 July. Truman not worried.
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PRESS CUPPINGS

220W.19*StfNEWYORKH.N.Y

Tel CHelsea 3-8860

This CUm*0 From

LOS ANGELES, CAL
EXAMINER

JUL 3 0 195?

Eins+ein Not Interested "In Discs

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED MUDY

ICHOOL Or MATHtMATIC!

July £3,1*3*2

Hear Sir:

Those people have ceen something.

What it is I do not know- and I am not

curiouR to know.

Sincerely yours,

encl. Albert Einstein.

Mr.Lou is A.Gardner

Qll Vest 7th.PI.

Los Angeles 14,Cal.

TIIK A\S^ i:il—Here is a copy of the letter the

Rev. Gardner received from Dr. Einstein. It read*:
"Dear Sir* Those people have »een something. What it
\t I do not know and I am not curious to know. Sin

cerely yours, A. Einstein.'* The letter was air mailed.

(JOTS ItKPLY—The R«v- Lou'» A- C«faner"6f"U>i
Angeles holdi the letter he received from Dr. Albert
Einstein in answer to hit question whether the scientist
thought "/lying saucers" originate in outer space.
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'Flying Saucers/ Whatever They May Be, Noi Result

Of U.STTXperimenls; Air Force Anxious to Find Cause
i ■ ni \i>
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By AL CHOPP

(AF Information Representative)

WASHINGTON, July 30 —The

demand for copies of post pi ess

i olcasus on "flying suuceis" is

sued by the Dcpaitment of De

fense has completely exhausted

our supply Howevci. the in

formation contained in these ic-

leases is summarized below and

constitutes the official opinion

A ii

In the Ull of IWghe United
SKiles An Foicc tookfjfrficKil not
ice of lepoits of so-called "riving
discs" because the reports fmni
the public lndicitedaUhal (he

pioblem might be i elated t<> Hie
Air Foice responsibility fot the
on defense of the Untied States
On Dec 30, 1047 LhSAii FoiU'

dneclud Us An MatShcl Com
mand, at Wi i uh I-Patterson An
Foicc B»isc\ D.iyton, (3}iio, to set
up a piojutt in collettjand evalu-
ale all available fuctsfsonceining
icpoi ted flying sauce

To perfoi m this jo

Mittci icl Command ob,

sei vices of well-know

such as astronomers

subject vcsligdlcd the An Foice. with
the concuncnce of the Aimy and

electronic specialists, and

meteorologists ^^
On Dec. 27 1940.

poi ted sightings ht

incidents

the An
ined the

scientists,

psycholo

375 te-

in-

Aibuquerque Tribune'

Tell Ihe Public,

Writer
By WATSON DAVIS
Director, Science Service

WASHINGTON, July 30 -^ If

governmental authorities know

what causes the mysterious lights

and radar "blips" seen in the hot

Washington sky a ww nights ago,

they should tell the public
Otherwise even skeptical per

sons who have discounted the

fantastic idea of flying saucers,

born of comic strips and science

fiction, may begin to get worried.
Building up of a eecrecy-cloak

ed mystery, about which* almost
every competent scientist or avia
tion authority is forbidden to

talk, will contribute to the atomic
'war of nerves which we seem to
be waging upon ourselves

Civilian defense instructions
warn our citizens of the dangers

of a sneak attack and the possible
dropping of an atomic bomb. We
learn to live with this,fear, just
as people do in other nations, con-'
fident that the world situation

must get much worse before this

is really likely to happen.

However, if the air force is un

able to say what is happening in
the sky only a few miles from the
capitol many citizens may decide

is time to be apprehensive. It

matters little whether the air
force just does not know or is

concealing something The effect

will be the same.

The air force-must certainly be

convinced that the cause is not
"enemy" invading planes. If there
was evidence ol an actual at
tempted invasion, there woujd be
much higher excitement in official
Washington.,

MARYSVILLE, O.

TRIBUNE

JUL 30 1952

'the Ndvy, announced the findings
!of the 'flying saucer" piojcct.

The evidence at that time in

dicated that the mujoiiiy of the

lOpotts of unidentified flying ob

jects could be accounted for as

• misintci pi elalions o f vai lous

conventional objects, a mild foi m

of hysleua, mclmiulogicul phen
omena, or hoaxes

Iheie lomuined, however, a

numbei of icpoiUd Mghtings that

tould not be thus explained, and

the Air Foice has continued its

investigations

As fai as luminous phenomena

aie concerned, the lecent devel

opment of special photographic

] equipment may make it possible
to gather data hilheito unobtain

able thiough otdinaiy photogia-

phic methods Thib equipment

consists of a gidting camera

which sepaiales light into its

component parts (spcetiums) und

legisteis them on different por

tions of film j

The principle involved is that I

used by astronomeis in determ-j
ing the composition of the stars.,

In this manner An Force scien

tists may be able to determine

the composition of the light phen

omena and consequently identi

fy its souices

It has been suggested that what

people actually have been seeing

i* the result of some of our own

seciet expei imenls, guided mis
siles, or new types of planes or

'flying weapons This is emphat
ically not the case None of the

Ihiec militdiy dcpui tments noi

unv olhei agency in the govern

ment is conductirg expenmcnts,

[classified oiothciwisc, with disc-
! shaped flying objects which

cuuld be basis for the reported

phenomena

The Air Fotte would like to

assure the public that, inasmuch
as the air defense of the United
States is an Air Force responsi

bility, it has and will continue to

jecene and evaluate any sub
stantial reports of unusual aerial

phenomena
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While General Samford was holding a big press conference to calm the excitement caused by

the "UFO invasion of Washington," John.Q. Public was told the President didn't have a care in

the world:

"President Truman continued his Missouri vacation today in an atmosphere

devoid of toil, trouble and news.

""White House Press Secretary Joseph Short could tell reporters only that the

President had spent the day, as he did yesterday, talking with old friends, signing

mail and official documents, plus eating and sleeping.

"What did the President think ofthe flying saucers over the nation's capital?

Short said he hadn't heard the President mention them." (xx.)

(xx.) New York, New York. News. 30 July 52.

? July? Pulaski County, Kentucky, (late evening)

No matter what General Samford said, or how unconcerned Truman was suppose to be, any at

tempt to get people to ignore UFOs was a hard sell in many parts of the country. A reporter for

a Kentucky newspaper wrote: "Regardless of whether they are observation balloons or inter

planetary visitors, 'flying saucers' are being seen in Kentucky. There has been much speculation

as to what these strange objects in the sky can be, but that they are there can no longer be

denied." (xx.) The reporter then listed a series ofUFO reports, of which the most interesting was

(xx.) Somerset, Kentucky Commonwealth. 30 July 52.

the sighting of a "blue ball." The story:

"Some time ago a man and his wife in this county told this reporter that they

had been looking out the window oftheir home late

one evening and were astounded to see an object

which looked like a huge blue ball of light approach

ing through the skies from the west. The object trail

ed a soft glow of blue light and was traveling at great

speed. The light then stopped over a nearby structure

and hovered there for several seconds. Then it sud

denly darted upward in a perpendicular path^veered

to the south and disappeared in a short period of time.

They made no official report of this occurrence be-

' cause they were afraid to MA]QR GENERALJOhn
believe their own eyes." samford This of-

(XX.) ficer represented the U. S

Department of Defense in

, . j., .. a neios conference called
{xx.) iDia. durmg July 1952 The gen_ ^

eral stated that UFOs were '

unexplainable
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30 July. GOC Commander Howard Porter of Ohio.

"Even when something is heard but nothing is seen."

General Samford's remarks didn't make much of a dent in the views of Ohio's GOC Comman

der:

" 'I rather believe,' Porter declared, 'that the Air Force knew what it was doing
when it put the [GOC] program into effect. I'm almost inclined to think that the

latest crop of saucers was anticipated by Air Force men, so timely was Skywatch

inaugurated.

" 'I think the Air Force either knows more about the saucers than they reveal,

or at least, Air Force officials are pretty much concerned about the sightings. And I

think Skywatch definitely was set up to help solve the saucer mystery.'" (xx.)

(xx.) Wheeling, West Virginia. News-Register. 30 July 52.

Porter revealed the fact that his observers had been instructed to: ".. .keep their eyes peeled

for all types of aircraft which can't be detected [?], all natural and unnatural phenomena in the

sky and any cases in which sounds are heard but nothing is seen." (xx.)

(xx.) Ibid.

30 July. Fullerton, California. Police to report UFOs.

A short item in the press states: "Whether figments ofthe imagination or Martian tourists on a

reduced rate tour of Earth, Fullerton police officers are instructed by a note on the desk log to the

effect that: 'If there are any reports of flying saucers or any strange objects, take the report

and call Kimberly 3-2643, the Santa Ana Filter Center. Evidently the Air Force is interested

even if there ain't no such things.'" (xx.)

(xx) Fullerton, California. News-Tribune 30 July 52.

30 July. Suamico, Wisconsin. (2.45 p.m.)

"The five minute aerial show." (See clipping on page 108)

30 July. Near Racine, Wisconsin, (no time)

Darted erratically like fish.

Another Wisconsin report tells us:

"Mr. and Mrs. Lester Church, 2117 Huffman blvd*, have reported seeing 10 myster

ious flying objects which darted erratically across the sky like fish swimming in a shal

low pond. The Churches spent the weekend at Franksville, Wisconsin.

"The objects were seen by Mr. and Mrs. Church, their daughter Marilyn and two
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Two Report

"Saucers"

Seen Here
Objects Also Sighted

At Other^tate Points

By JOHN TORINUS

Bighllnt of two "flying wuctm"

apparently being pursued hy a Jet

fighter plane wai reported Wed-

Inesdoy afternoon by two Suamico
men. And report* of slrrUar sight-

Ings came in todor from other

poinis In the *t»tet including Ke-

'vnunec and Watip«Cfl' '
j "1 still don'v'beUeve it, but I
Luiw them I've been pooh-poohing
Wse stories abou\ flying uaucorj
'ever since the/, started, but hoWt

icun you.cxplaJn this?"
'■ ThaVs how. Bill jVickery of\
iSuamJco led o« his .description of
Iwhat ho Utnw*!* "/ivo-rrdnute i
:Herlal »howM ^ffl^tht skie< "over
.Suamico itiotfft 3:45 Wednesday
afternoon , v A$-, 'u •' f
Saw Ttye( Object* *■ ,Y;1 •

, Vlckocy' arid^-Harvey Hoha Vt
Suamicd BotK$|i*w- two «hinln«f
cylindrical objwu in IHe sky dart-

around _. ♦QU^^"'J«t fig^httf^

They wer^JO^workin'g1- at' ft>^,,
Larry WooreiWlnk rftneh.' Jlehn,
an aircraft iqfctter in^V/orld War
II, noticed .a-B-25 ^bomber ,'»tt«
proBching from' the north and eau-/ ..
ed Ytj-kery*! attention to l\. Th«i\,
Vlckery spotted » J<t plane comin* ■,
-over from the'east He pointed It
out to Bchn. $&rtf(. ' L " ■'
"But what scnj.tno^p two.taitia*^,

'in front of th* Jfett*'Behn th*o,de-
'clared And both rfttn mw the>twol<

'■H

"nauccrp" moving ahead ot, th^ )et'
and al fc much ,higher ,ratt' ol,

Then the "laucert", nlowed tfowr
and appeared to hoyer in tJ?« aky
tVlckery- •«JdWjJ?»1 -really got i
igooJ look atfmera- then," ha- con-
U nued. "Tbtfeloolfed like an ft)*
sorted bowler^ati",You could see
'^i* rim around the clrcumfcrenc^
ny c 1early,{<and a -bulge in the
iddle ,h»fie(rth1'I've s*M?n balloons,

before but thejr weren't

Changed T^edTt!o«rie| V - -;
t The Jet-ippe4fed to b^ catching
up to the object when they chang-
|ed course aridAdUappeared info the
northeast'ur a/burst of speed that'
made thr. jew-look like it ^was-

ShorUy/'attetWanl they appear
ed frorrtjthe <Wt agaun and crowed
the *ky at!'<erriftc sptcd to disap
pear in the wwtn n . i
Vicker^ tajd' he couldn't draw

a conc'.ustoriyai to whether the,

Jet seemed ;?to' be, chasing, the
fiau«?VT\ buO/bolh h«,and Reiin
thought it Wunuiual coincidence
that they bpth- should appear rin
the sky at the'jame time- and in

ifel^the wme area.;
.., aajdfthat to check them-

Bcivct be •a'acr.IUhn wrote^down
their,own ileicnptioni of tne ob
jects wh«nnH|y returned to 8uam-
lico.-andjtfrafeach of their des-s

■ ■ - lffev almost) exactly.;

< ;

■'M.

Y-'M lo .... .
■was conflrmw.-by the
tton'at Au*tihi$tr(tubel field hcfe,<
They sold that>a W plan» arid'«
B-26'were'both over aretO"3ayf

alxjut tbat&iwe.. T^« - Jftt> cam«'i
from^'Aicodljliietd nVat. Alpcna. (
Mich., -flevrfover Orecn ;Btty-Jond1'
returned fdfAJCoda, The'B-M Vaa,,
on 1U w«y'/?rom.nou«htrnf Mich.,.''
to Chlcago.>Th«.CAA, didn't know

what kind <& let1 it was'<3rJ what
it was Aoinf., The pilot merely

; 1

Green Bay? Wisconsin

Press-Gazette

30 July 52.
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teen-aged nieces near Racine, Wisconsin. Mrs. Church said the objects were flying

in two groups of five each. They were a long way from their car, she said, and look
ed like rockets. She said there was a smoke or vapor trail but no sound." (xx.)

(xx.) Rockford, Illinois. Register-Republic. 30 July 52.

30 July Tunkhannock, Pennsylvania, (about 5:00 p.m.)

Mystery cigar.

Another puzzle in Pennsylvania skies:

"Attorney William H. Valentine, of Lehman Township, observed a strange ob

ject yesterday in the skies above Tunkhannock. While riding in his car on US route
6, north of Tunkhannock, around 5 p.m yesterday, with Mrs. Valentine driving, he

saw a large white cigar shaped object, in the northwest sky low down on the horizon.

The object hung in the sky, perfectly motionless, above Meshoppen. Attorney Val
entine stated the object was perfectly symmetrical and situated near a cloud bank.

"It gave the impression ofa solid substance when contrasted against the misty

clouds. The object appeared about the size of a large airplane. Unable to stop the
car, because of a following vehicle, the object was lost to the Valentines' view by a

higher elevation on the horizon." (xx.)

(xx.) Wilkes Barre, Pennsylvania. Times-Leader News. 30 July 52.

30 July. Sedalia, Missouri. (8:00 p.m.)

Round with a reddish glow.

Feature attraction at the Drive-in is not a movie:

"The flying saucer scare came to Sedalia Wednesday.

"Several people at the Sedalia drive-in theater sighted a disc-like object at 8 p.m.,

headed on a due west-to-east course.

"According to one observer, the 'saucer' took eight minutes to go from ten de

grees above the west horizon until it disappeared to the east.

"It was on edge, and since it passed almost directly over the theater area, only a

slight side view was obtained. From the side sighting a definite round appearance

was established, and a reddish glow was quite apparent when first sighted, but grad

ually turned a lighter color.

"As is customary, there were several different opinions as to what the object

actually was.

"Some seemed to think what they saw was only a vapor trail from a jet plane,

but all agreed there was no noise, and that if it was a vapor path, it stayed the same

length as long as it was in sight." (xx.)

(xx.) Sedalia, Missouri. Capital 31 July 52.
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30 July. Wenatchee, Washington. (9:30 p.m.)

Lubbock light type phenomenon.

Story by reporter Marilyn Sperline:

"I saw flying saucers last night. They could have been reflections of something,

as a good many theories say—but now I wonder.

"They weren't really saucers at all, to me. Just small, star-size lights, miles high,

in formation of a crescent. There was no noise; they just moved slowly across the

sky and disappeared.

"I was sitting on my lawn on Malaga Street when my eight-year-old brother

called my attention to the 'shooting stars.' We watched them glide toward Twin

Peaks. It was 9:30.

"So many stories have been written about 'greenish lights soaring with short

meteor-like tails' and 'yellowish blobs dashing across the sky and turning at right

angle in midair.' Or there have been discs, 'twirling round and round' as they flew.

"Ther lights I saw were not exactly like those other reports.

"But I know they were flying saucers." (xx.)

(xx.) Wenatchee, Washington. World. 31 July 52.

30 July. York, Pennsylvania, (about 10:00 p.m.)

Shifting oblong light.

News report:

"The first report was from a group ofNorth York residents who saw the light

about 10 o'clock, moving back and forth across the sky in the direction ofEmigs-

ville and stopping at intervals.

"Reported to have seen the light were Mr. and Mrs. William D. Poet, 21 East

Ninth avenue; Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Charleston, same address, and Mrs. Nora Lehr

and children, Lois and John.

"Mrs. Poet described the object as a spinning plate which appeared oblong

when moving and perfectly round when standing still. The center appeared to be

dark while the edges were lighted, she said.

"Her husband, who observed the light through field glasses, said it appeared

; to be 3 0 feet in diameter. It seemed to be quite high in the sky, possibly as high

as a flying airplane, but no one was able to hazard a guess as to its altitude." (xx.)

(xx.) York, Pennsylvania Gazette & Daily News. 30 July 52.

30 July. Cincinnati, Ohio. (11:40 p.m.)

"It was weird and gave me the chills "
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It hung over a school, but who can tell what "it" was interested in:

"A weirdly brilliant flying saucer, .or something, hung calmly in the air over

Greenhills school for more than a minute Wednesday night. It was witnessed by

more than a dozen persons.

"Joseph Ostendorf, 45, of 3 Bachman street, said 'I always said I'd never be

lieve in those things until I saw one. Nobody can tell me now that what I saw was

an optical illusion.'

"Mr. Ostendorf said it was 'the most brilliant light I've ever seen—just like

sunlight. It was weird and gave me the chills. Then a bluish haze seemed to

shoot out of it, and it started to move. The light seemed to diminish and it went in

a straight line toward Cincinnati.'

"Neighbors ofMr. Ostendorfwho also saw the glowing object at 11:40 p.m.

included Joseph Wernicke, Raymond Seiter, Mrs. WUliam Carl, Harry Piatt Sr.,

and members oftheir families." (xx.)

(xx) Cincinnati, Ohio. Post 31 July 52.

31 July. Edward Sullivan ofCSI and Col. Philip Doddridge. (See clippings below)

Flying Saucers

SaidCausing

UndueConcern

Idaho Civil Defense

Director Comments

On Rash of Reports

People are becoming unduly

alarmed because of the promi

nence given reports of "flying
saucers," Col Philip Doddridge,

,Idaho civil defense director, said

Wednesday

1 So far. he aaid, none of the
north Idaho ground observers par

ticipating in "Operation Sky-

watch" has reported any unusual

objects in the sky.

His office has received jome

saucer reports, he said, "but they
have been given no publicity and

have been passed along to the Air
Force for its information."

He said he thought the reports,
"if they do appear valid, should

be given to the people who are

studying the situation.

"Anyone who sees one shoutd

report it to the local police or

the locaJ civil defense director

"There's been too much play

given in the newspaper* ana on

the radio to these unconfirmed re

ports—reports with no foundation

which rile up the people

"Everyone is groping around In
the dark, and no one knows the

answer."

Colonel Doddndjre said he never

had seen a. flying saucer, and

thinks met of the reports stem

from searchlights playing on

clouds or what people med to re

gard as "shooting star^ "

"I don't doubt the veracity of

these people who see things, but
I don't know how many drinks
they've had either," he said

"I believe most people nre sin

cere, but they get only fleetinjt
glances—so fleeting that they are
unable to give more than a'bart

description "
He said hn office ha* been re-

remng the reports intermittently

but had received no more than

normal recently despite the rrjuir-

£m< e of ihe reports throughout
I he rountrv

"Flying Saucer*"'ing bauc

AnvtKTRNor Anything New

LOS ANGXLES, July 31 <U,» —

The president of tht civilian

Saucer Investigation nyi there

are no mort "flying saucers" in

the heavens today than thtre wen

a year ago but witnesses npw feel

safe in reporting them

"Our offices were founded back

In th,e days when to admit having
seen a saucer immediately labeled

the observer a psycopath, a drunk

ard or a profiteer," JMward Sul

livan said

He said the Air Force's action

in sending jet planes after the

"saucers" hai encouraged people to

report what they spot in tht aky.
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Father Francis J. Heyden SJ, head ofthe Georgetown University's astronomy department.

THE- STARS-ANO-STRIPES

' WASHINGTON, April W(\TPI)
One' afternoon about' five' years
ago Father Francis J. Heyden*
head' of" Georgetown University's
astronomy department,: Jaw - a

brilliant strange object in-\the
sky. ^ -., '-v. -- "-.t,,bra

Being a? scientist, he. had never
accepted- the more marvelous ex
planations- . for the *'f Ly in g
saucers", people were seeing. He
didiv't believe, for example, that
the*, saucers were visitors from
outer space. ,:'•> ■"<-'- /i:j^:,''/i

.Still, ? there this object' was;
hanging in the sky over George
town's^ high spues and glowing
like-the brightest star or planet
that-ever* was. <*:v£ n-^fcjt;
' /T thought/', he has" since con
fessed,.-"jtliat-1 had made a dis-
covery'&V ' ''v^^V 'y& /^^V j
As- -An astronomer? "Father

Heyden has at his disposal cer
tain aids to seeing which most

flying- saucer' sighters lack —
telescopes. So, he told the United
Press International, he pro
ceeded to get a-telescopic fix on
ithis" odd'- thing in the afternoon

sky.-: - , , ", v-r , .„--:
- -"'-Bursts, Disappears*" ---"
He discerned two lights, one

red and the other green, which,
'seemed to be attached to the
weird object As he watched, the
wnole contraption suddenly burst
and disappeared from view. :
• Father Heyden didn't leave it

at" that. He investigated further.
He found ojI that the space peo
ple at Wallops Island, Va., had

■ocketed an experimental r^bal-

oon into the sky that-day. He
lad witnessed the normal/end of

i|OvefMhe years. Father Hevden
Iras*arrived at*a'*one-word ex
planation which he believes-cov^

.ers*-'most">of the most titillating
tales of flying saucers. The word
is -'imagination." ■ l
- Father Heyden-, of course, is

by no means 'a-nonbeliever. He
belieVes many of the-people who
see- flying saucers. He believes
they really do< "see-something:-"
-These i people, he says/"are

not experiencing hallucinations;

they are reasonably^ sane.:!''All
he quarrels with is their descnp*
tions and interpretations of what
they.thought they saw. . -"•.-» ,-j

Many .-astronomers, including
Father Heyden, bebeve it is pos*
sible that other worlds, attached
to other suns, may be the .seats,
of brilliant technical civilizations
more advanced > than. o earth'sv
Might not- one-or,*more,of "them
have-, developed- spacecraft- ca~-
pable of Tanging torthis'part, bi'
the universe? „ "'"' '/ \T"'Zt"
.Would this ,be' possibleV^osJ',

sibly: Impossible'"A?airi theanr"
swer is possibly."How""do*' you
distinguish between-what isfpos-
sibly possible and possibly.im,
possible? All a-rational scientist
can dojs try to detect a. differ^
ence Between the rational'aha~-
irrational. ,«. ._ . ,- ^, ,n n{*v*. :

It certainly would have been
irrational to assume that what
Father Heyden saw over Georges
town, five years ago was some
thing irrational. "- .-, " , ,.'•
More ana" more satellitesT

more and :more weather bat
loons, . more and more space
probes are 'being lofted from the
earth each, year." -. ,iJ",

So, says Father HeyderC'iV is
likely that there will be more
and more reports of , flying
saucers T,he Father Heydens^ of
this world will seek a rational
explanation for them. * , - -.

Will they prevail? Will they hi
able to qonvince the true believ
ers that flying saucers are not
alien somethings from out of this
world?. * ..- . ""---;>'. rr.^v-V-^'
Or will the believers £p on~be* *

lievxng whatever it-is they be^ k
lieve about flying saucers?-'Said" -
Father_Heyden: „ ; -j: ^-ifc-.i^jN.

"I believe they will."' ^X'JiJ'
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Father Heyden.

Ruppelt's comment on the priest-astronomer: "I never met him but Dr. Steve [Stefan] Possony

was always going to him with our UFO problems. Father Heyden seemed to be very much inter

ested in our problems and couldn't at all be classed as a scoffer." (xx.)

(xx.) Ruppelt's private papers. Copies in author's files.

While we're at it, we should mention that Possony was acting chief of the Directorate of In

telligence Special Studies Group. Because of his position, he "had a direct channel to General

Samford." Possony, like Father Heyden, was a professor at Georgetown. (See clipping below)

San Jose Mercury, NewsvLocal

' '" 'y'.tiV?r$^Jj?'' <£$'$>■ JW't >ifl$ ffijrt-iffifeifffwj|/i*S?Hlw' ' - ' *"

Cold-War
flof L6s"^Itp$rdaughter,[An7;

£<freS;Mfchelle Rossttf Hyattsville,;
/JJ,Maryland; sistenChrlsta'Larizlnger of
" Munich, Germany.mSorvlce* Held r
*'AprilJ28 in Palo Alto'. ' ''"'' ' /'

\Xte

BY DONNA ALVARADO.
Mercury News Staff Wpter.,^^,1 ■ -4*

Well-known as1ohe~of the ai
tects of anti-communist Cold War

strategies in the 1950s; it^was/;

only logical for Stefan T. Possony'
to leave the Pentagon and come-.

West to join the Hoover Institu^,

tion at Stanford University in'

1961 / ,
For the next two decades, he.'

continued to warn'the nation's

leaders of the dangers of commu

nism and the Soviet Union. His

effort sprang not from any dislike

of the peoples of the Soviet Union"

but from a deep and abiding be-,

lief that communism was a tyran-^
ny that must be stopped. ;,*, -, •.- A;
"He pioneered the philosophi

cal underpinnings of the victory *
in the Cold War and World WarV
II," said Gregory Copley, a friend^,
from London, England,' wtho^
worked with Possony for- 20,,

years on a series of strategic de-r

fense newsletters and magazines '

distributed worldwide.

Mr Possony, died Wednesday

after suffering a stroke several \

days earlier.

■ , Mr. Possony: left his native

Austria in^939.t^avUig;^Bi|)^t
] his doctorate in*hbtoryjand?eccv!
'! honiics from the University of Vi-v
\r enna, he, published .his. first book,
, upon'his arriyaljin parisr^^,;-; ^"-
;■-^y.While in", France,. he worked;

^witK French h military, authorities^
, ,;tq\c6llect iitfomatiori'; against-the'
£M^^M^ they

hVstudiecItm^c<Iern;war> stratejg^S
at jP1rincetony,Univtefsity^befpre^
working",briefly^ as" a; radio inews' *

. reporter.^'. T' &« \ t '?j / J '; ;' i1 '■ i ■
■t,. BefqreVlpng^ Ro.sspny^bjegan,g
; work'as a civilian 'intelligence bfty
^■ficer at the"Pentagori^a-jobithat'{
* lasted ' for "morei than- >a rdecad'e :i
"into:trie Coia^ar^f^;';^^)^'
f\ During that time;;he'also b'eganf;

.";ran academicVareeriiin; internalj)
"tiorial politics'at Georgetown Uni:^,^
■versity. He1 wrote'Jand lectured'?
- widely ohVthe ;strategic;"impor-^''
tance of defending" the'United ;
States against the Soviet Union.' \

,.' He published a book in the

lGSOsi^A, Century of Conflict,"

/'that became.influential in politi
cal, science and defense circles,

s said a Hoover colleague, Peter
:puignan.\ VThat set the tone for

bur, containment of communism '
lsstrategy," Duignan said. "Even

» Uberals regarded it, as required

reading:") v ^ - (
t': After t coming West with his
xwife,' Regina/ to join the Hoover
Institution, he began studying the

early" history ; of communism in
Russia. But he never lost his in-

:terest in public affairs.

/ , He >, wrote and lectured on

, space-based weapons 10 years be

fore, President Reagan proposed

Vthel Strategic Defense Initiative.
■:in the early- 1970s, he began writ
hingland lecturing about the im-
/ pending pollapse of the Soviet
VUnioirunder nationalist pressure

f— 20 years before it'happened.
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$5,000 to corroborate the existence of flying saucers.

(See clipping)

The magazine Flying says the Air Force is serious.

(See clipping)

Brigadier General James W. McCauley says "flying

saucers" are not foreign missiles. "We don't know exactly

what they are," claims McCauley. "Russia can't wait much

longer," the General warns.

A speech given in Montpelier, Vermont:

"Brigadier General James W. McCauley, commanding

officer of the northeast air defense, said the U.S. Air Force

is certain that 'flying saucers' are not enemy missiles.

" 'We don't know exactly what they are,' McCauley

added 4But they aren't strange weapons from strange lands

or foreign countries.'

"McCauley addressed a small group ofpersons, most

ly press representatives, State Police officers and Air Corps

officers, in the Vermont Senate Chamber today.

"His talk was concerned chiefly with the 24-hour per

day ground observer corps program.

"The general's speech ranged from optimism to pessi

mism about the defense preparations of America against

enemy air attack.

"He said the present defense in the New England-

New York area is about 20 per cent effective. This defense

relies chiefly on radar and volunteer ground observers to

pick up any enemy aircraft that might be attacking the Uni

ted States.

"While the U.S. is vulnerable to an atom air attack,

McCauley said, the next year will also be a critical one from

Russia's stand point if the Soviet is considering attack.

"Our military strength in the United States and West

ern Europe is getting stronger, McCauley claimed. If Russia

waits much longer, he added, what ever chances she has of

defeating the Allies in warfare might pass

"McCauley described a recent test of defense opera

tions in Vermont, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Maine

and New York, the area covered in the 32nd Division.
"The test showed that radar is ineffective in the zone

at less than 5,000 feet altitude, he said." (xx.)

(xx.) Burlington, Vermont. Free Press. 31 July 52.

Thia Clipping From

RACIOJDAILY
NEWjOk N. Y,

JU 330 1952

Will Flying Saucers ;

Produce A TV Sponsor? |

B.iltiiiniio - Can* flying s.iulcm.s ;

each a sp(iiimii?$WBA1.-TV \\\\\

provide «n .in*\\er,lp th.il queMn>n

this Fi icUi\ iuuhi.5i$
Tennis Bnuhl Baltimon- used t.u

dealer, yusieid.i* offered S.i oon to
anyone "who couldlconuboiJlu the
existence of Ihintf sauccus
He w .is immediately ch.illmued

by I\an T Sanderson, science and
research duectoi $or \VB VI,-TV,

who chums hell pVove the exist
ence of llwng Miuccrls'on his \\cckl>
pinjiiam Fnday night. In lieu of

the $.*> 000, however, Samk i son

wjinUs HiiKht ioM)onsorhis piu^ium
for ;i couple of inorilhf Bn«ht
nfiieed and lea\es igUp to the pub
lic to decide whqSLer* Sandct»on
pio\c* lus point

Tki$ Clipping Fr&n *

HUDSON, N. Y.
; DAILY STAR

JU1311952

Magazine says af
takes stories of

saucers 'seriously'

In the August Issue of "FJXij1g"n
j which contained seveial articles on

I Civil Defense Ground Obseivatlon
j Corps in New York State nn Interest
ing point concerning recent ne%s

stories is made. "... Another

OOC activiu and one about which ver>

Httle has been safd, is its potential In.

observing 'flying ».aucer*' This Is a

matter which the Air Force takes very

seriously regardless of anv opinions

to the contrary. Radar almost dall>

Is tracking flights which, due to their
speed and unknown origin, could not

concelvrabl.s be airplanes as we know

them If the civilian Ground Observe*

Corps were fully organized and activat

ed on a round-the-clock basis, It would

provide constant vIsuh! observation of

l everj mile of sky over some two-thirds

•of the United States This fact has been
recognized by the Air Force and pro

vision made for reporting by civilian
posta of object* which, lacking any bet

ter designation are terjg«M(ljflng sau
cers ,
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31 July. Pilots to carry cameras. (See clipping)

31 July. Inspector general of Camp Hanford. (See clipping)

Thi$ Clipping From

PASCO, WASH.

TRLCITY HERALD

"These intelligences on

other planets are merely

observing us, feeling us

out, just as any wary op

ponent does before mov

ing in."

1UL311962

All American Pilots

Carry Saucer-Cameras
Pilots flying All American Air

ways ■ planes have Joined the
hunt for flylag saucers. At the

suggestion oTTWWHrline's head
office In Washington,, scene of
recent eaucer sightings, pilots
will carry their cameras with

them In flight.
Company officials said that

AAA pilots are In an Ideal posi
tion to spot the saucer phenom
enon as Washington National

Airport Us hub of the airline's
Operations. In addition AAA
covers seven eastern staU*.

AUG 1 1952

'Saucers' Said

Aircraft From

Other Planet
• ' By VERN BAILEY ' Thii sttrtmtnt w«i m*d« m
*N ARMY CAPTAIN told Kenne-. fh. conclusion of . ear.fully

wick Chamber of Commerce mem- . „ , 4 , , '
bers Thursday that he believes butlt'uP ltst of tvidtnct dr.wn
the flying saucers are aircraft K>s«th«r by Miss«ll

from another planet. ' He began his explanation of Ihej

luhat the saucers arc nol. His reas'

oning wa* based upon four promis-'Walts from intelligences of anoth
er planet."

The case of a pilot named Man-i
tie was cited by Missall ti one'
of the best proofs that the iiueeri'
arc real, Mantle reportedly light*;
ed a saucer while flying an Inter

ceptor over Alabamt in 1950. He
gave chase saying he was going

to bring it down. He was never

seen again. The wreckage of hit
plane wan later found strewn s

mile square area- V

"Thl» «nd many ethtr sight*

Infli c* th« itr*nfl« dhet by whol
ly r*1l*bU ptrKnt hiv* convln<*

•d lh« Air Forct (hit th« preb-

Itm It no |oktr" lild Mltsall.

A bit of Irony was"Injected into

«Ml»sair< speech when he ^onfei-
d^.that he pcrnonalUr hadfncvef

seem' i saucer, ( *jf? -^t

I Miscall concluded Chis talk by
emphasizing thai the things he had
stated were his personal opin

ions, not the opinion oi ihe Army
or Air Force. ^

cs

1 They arc nol halluciruUons |

^ 2 They are not products of U '
S research

3 They are not made by for
oign countries.

4. They are nol Ihc icsull of'
air temperature changes fi

X&MmII elaborated briefly upotn
*ach of those statements He then
summed up the history of'myster-
ious sighting of object since th<*

middle ages.

^icn a^ked why the frcquenctJ
of appearance m the last fcvS
years, Musall sajd 1

"Experts tell us tfiat it will be
ipossible to do some ^pace travel
tin 50 years fsn't it al<o concelv

;ablc (hat Ihcre are intelliRcnces
ton olher planets that are proper
.tlonately ahead of us "

> "This would also explain the
jfrequcnc> of ughlinc over mill-
■Ury and Industrial insiallationx,"
[he said. "Thc^c Intelligences arc
'merely observing u$ fceline us
out just as any uarj opponent
does before mo\mc in "

A FORMER pilot, Missall said
he Is certain the Air Force at
present has no power plant cap

able of the tremendous speeds as*,
cribed to the m>slcnous disc*. Mel
read the-group an Air Force re
port that hinted of * new elliptical
airfoil In theoretical development
that would permit unequalled ma
neuverabllity. .



116

COL ERNEST H. BEVERLY

31 July. Col. Ernest H. Beverly.

Contrast Capt Missall of Camp Hanfordwith Col. Beverly:

"Col. Ernest H. Beverly, an Air Force ace who downed

13 Nazi planes in World War II, doesn't put much stock in

the current batch of ominous rumors about 'flying saucers.'

"Beverly said he would have to have 'something more

concrete' before he believed the saucers were a threat to na

tional security. Promoted to Colonel eight years ago at the

age of 27, Beverly is visiting his older brother George W.

Beverly ofthe Beverly Apartments.

" 'Radar plays a lot of tricks,' Beverly pointed out. He

suggested that the unidentified objects sighted on radar

screens might be weather phenomena or that they might be

caused by the radar sets being 'out ofphase.'

"Nor is he alarmed about the sightings reported from

points on the ground and in the air.

"He explained that a pilot flying on a dark night often thinks he's flying right into a

star that's hanging in midair.

"And Beverly is positive that the 'saucers' are no mysterious weapon that is being

developed by the Air Force. Rumors of such a development have been persistently de

nied by Air Force officials.

"Now on his way to the Air War College at Maxwell Air Force Base, Montgomery,

Ala., Beverly has been stationed at Stewart Air Force Base, Newburgh, N.Y., as deputy

for operations, Eastern Air Defense Force. That's the force that has charge ofprotecting

the nation's large metropolitan centers.

" 'If the Russians should attack the American conti

nent, we'd be ready for them,*

he said Tor months all pilots have been flying with hot

guns.'

"However, he warned grimly, 'we probably wouldn't

shoot down more than 25 per cent' of a mass attack." (xx.)

(xx.) Asheville, North Carolina. Asheville Citizen. 31

July 52.

31 July. Col. Francis Gabreski.

Another war hero, like Col Beverly, had his doubts.

He also expressed confidence in the Air Force's scientific

department. Was such confidence justified? (See clipping)

31 July. Richard Tregaskis of Guadalcanal Diary.

Col. Gabreski's comments lead us to the fact that he had

been recently interviewed by a famous author, Richard

Gabreski Calls It

'Saucer Hysteria'.
- /9S2
BATTLE CREEK, July 31—

CoL Francis Gabreski, leading ace

of the air force takes a dim view

of the flying saucer excitement

"He was flying last night and

landed at Kellogg Airport when

saucers were being reported by

citizens. He saw none.

He said:

*'No flier of my acquaintance
has ever seen one. It seems

odd to me that they are re

ported only In the United States.

"I am confident that if they
were real, our scientific depart

ment of the air force would

know th answers. It looks to

me like mass hysteria."
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Tregaskis, whose best-seller Gauadalcanal Diary was made into a classic Hollywood movie.

Tregaskis' remarks that touched on the saucer issue during an interview at the Flamingo Hotel in

Las Vegas mentioned only the extraterrestrial theory. One thing that stumps UFOlogists is the

reference to Tregaskis being an official Army UFO investigator. No student ofUFOs has ever

found any indication Tregaskis was involved. (See clipping)

31 July. President of the Texas Astronomical^Society. (See clipping)

• I
Russ Fighting Cut-Rate

War, Noted Author Says
f

"Even if flyirygy^cers were an interplanetary t
think the RussianF^ould cooperate to fight it oft. '.
only interest Is to conauer tn« reit of the world."
So spoke Richard Tregaskis,

threat, I do

TTieir first and

famed author of ^'Guadalcanal
Diary,"'in an Interview yester
day at the Flamingo Hotrl

"Popular Imagination to the

contrary, stories about finding

remain* of flying sauce;-* orj*t-

men from" rthrh * planers
undocumented^' according

tenant Robert L. Moore, Hous
ton, Texas, ■ # ' *

Tregaskis. whose ySH at the
Flamingo and Las Vegas "has
been a high spot In my.traTels."
plans to return to hl^Lo* An
geles home tomorrow. His latest
book, "Seven Leagues of Para
dise," Is a highly popular work.
according to Las Vegas* assist-

ThU Clipping From

LAS VEGAS, NEV.
REYIEW-JOURNAL

AUG If 1354

tie

are

to TregasWs whose work with

the army has placed him on M ™uibr?rlAn xJrY'£f]Tian
Testlgatlon teams tracing downlrVt (picture on Page 3»
such reports. £ | ^ *

The lanky, blonde author

whose wart Ime ["experiences

were shared by millions of read
ers, characterized the Russians

as* "playing baseball, while we

want to play basketball."

Amplifying his remarks, Tre

gaskis said that Americans con

tinue to think of war as a "form

al thing along the lines of World

war II," while the Russians have

so far been victorious by behind-'
scenes direction of k series of

civil wars. f

"It's a cut-rate way to figh'

a war," he added, "and our mlf
ltary leaders apparently haven*
learned It yet. It's all down In,

black and white In thft works ofi
Lenin, but we've Ignored their

outline " &
In his Las Vegas trip, Tregas

kis has been Interviewing five

Jet aces who flew with Europe's

number - one ace, Colonel Fran

cis Oabreski ,ln Korea. He Is

preparing an article for, the Sat

urday Evening Post on the life

rf the greatest ace In all history,

ifter a tour of the country with
2ie flier earlier this month.

The men, statlonedjat ,Nellls
ilr force base, are Lieutenant!

Colonel George L Jones, "Major

ffllliam T- Whlsner, Jrtl Shreve-
x>rt, Louisiana, Capt.-'Curtis 1

Jtterback, Brackettvllle, Texas,

Lieutenant Ivan C. Klncheloe,
Cassopolls, Michigan, and Lleu-1

MERIDIAN, MISS.*
STAR

JUL 31

DALLAS—The president of the
Texaj Astronomical Society, E. M.

Brewer, said to<Uy be believes

the flying saucers "may b« comt

sort of space ships from another
pUnet.
Bat, the Dalits man added, "V

then Is life on some other plaMt,

and if It U that far advanced set
entmcally, then surely thej're far
enough advanced to have learned
to live peaceably."
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AT Om OF the four desks in the small, 30-bylS-foot

rooms, partitioned off from the rest of the Air Tech

nical Intelligence center, Rothstein and Ruppelt check

off one of the 1,000 sightings reported to their office in

the past two years,

432 Reports Given AF In '52

On Aerial Objects Sightings

Pictures on

pages 118-120

are from the

Dayton, Ohio

Journal Herald

1 August 52

WASHINGTON, July 31—<AP)

—The Air Force said today it has

received 432 written reports on

"sighting of unidentified aerial

phenomena" so far this year

These were reports by civilians

and by military personnel, sent

through regular'Air Force chan

nels to the Air Technical Intelli

gence Center at Dayton, O.

In addition, there have been

hundreds of oral reports and sight

ings which never were described

in detail

The Coast Guard said it has

received from the Dayton center

a photographic negative of what

was described to it as a coast

guardsman's sighting in the Salem,

Mass, area July 16

Prints of the photograph will

be released tomorrow, the Coast

Guard said

The Air Force sBid earlier this:

week that some of the sighting

reports, in the southwest and

elsewhere, may have been the

result of armed services experi

ments with rockets and guided

missiles

But spokesmen said today there

was no connection with a reported

new super secret British guided

missile Some press reports told

of such a weapon and the sones

sparked inquiries as to whether it

might be undergoing tests in

America that would account for

the strange things seen in the
skies

An An Fmee spokesman said

this British missile has not been

tested heie

The number of wiitien icpoits
to the Dayton center in July had

totaled 114, the most for any
month on lecotd

The other mon thly totals for
this year January, 10, February,

19, March, 17, April, 91, May. 70,

and June, 111.

The reports appeared to have

no seasonal trend There were

115 in 1947. 163 in 1948, 159 in

1949, 147 in 1950, and 141 last
year.

The first sizeable flurry was in

the summer of 1947f with 19 re

ports in June, 56 in July and 13

in August.

A year later there were peaks

of 24 in July, 22 in October, and

23 In December.

The largest totals in 1949 were

21 in March and 18 each in Jan

uary and July

In 1950 March was high, with

23, followed by February, with 15

There was a rash of 40 reports

in January, 1951, and 17 each in

February and March, with less

than 10 a month thpieafter ex-

cepi for 11 in August and 14 in

October.
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PIN81N THE MAP show location* ,of "flying gutter" sightings. The map is on the
vxdl of on« of the* most important rooms in the" world. Front here may come the

secret of the unidentified'aerial objects* In charge it Capt. E. /. Ruppelt (left)* Lt.

Robert Ohson (center) and Lt. Kerry Rotfi stein (pointing to the $He of a recent sight

ing) assist RuppelU ! ____

July 1952 radar case.

What Dr J. Allen Hynek told Richard Hall: "...in July 1952 radar case, when so great a furor

was caused, four specialists [Hynek was one ofthem] were called in and kept separate. Four re

ports were written, but only the hostility question was considered germane." (xx.) We would

(xx) Richard Hall's notes: Recollections ofHynek interview, Friday August 19, 1956.

Photocopy in author's files.

sure like to know who the experts were and what they determined. Apparently the information

is not in open files A diffraction-grid camera project was given a-build-up in the press at this

tune, and how it figured in any recommendations made by the experts is unknown, but Hynek

had something to say about cameras as Hall recalls:

"The famous diffraction-grid cameras were proposed by [Dr.] Kaplan, but by

the time they were put into production they were only cheap little things, a camera

with a grating over one lens—no good because the light required to give an image
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is too great.

"As to Schmidt meteor

cameras, the astronomers

(N.M.) told him they got no

pictures, later, the actual

workers approached him

and confided that they did

see saucers [not that they

photographed them]." (xx.)

(xx) Ibid.

Another hope for gaining

an understanding ofUFOs

was Dewey Fournet's UFO

maneuvers study. Accord

ing to Ruppelt, Stefan Pos-

sony, a key man, was "sold

on UFOs" and was "behind

Fournet 100% and tended

to push him " (xx.)

(xx.) Ruppelt's private,

papers. Photocopy

in author's files

31 July. Nashville,

Tennessee.

(6:00 p.m.)

A press story states'

^m THE VQdRWAY^of.jLKk^uilding gt Wrightgat&upn
Air Force !baae^r$$hypffi^jrl4fii^X* 'l$i£iijiwrithe

\.rnen mont ct<?*cty 'nsioXlulcd with '''Operation
~^Hfueb'ookj')" the Air force's "flying - saucer: detective

aqencyS* Left to1right are Ruppeltf Rothstein and OU-

ton.

"A variation on a theme—this time a flying dishpan was reported-in-the-Nash-

ville area yesterday, over Stewart Air Force base

"The saucer—er, oh, excuse us please, the dishpan didn't land at the airfield,

however, but according to A3/C Virginia Sheppard it zoomed straight into the air

and disappeared

"The WAF said she walked from her barracks around 6 p.m. and spotted 'the

thing' descending from about 2,000 feet toward the ground.

"Then, she said, it abruptly changed course and went straight up until it dis

appeared She said the 'dishpan' was going 'very fast.'" (xx.)

(xx.) Nashville, Tennessee. Morning Tennessean. 1 August 52.

31 July Decatur, Illinois. (11:18 p.m)

"Whateveritwas." (See clipping on page 121)
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Whateveritwas Sighted Here
Company Guard Now Believes in Flying-Saucers

31? July.

Buffalo, New York

(about 9:00 a.m.)

uctr—otherwise de

scribed as "unidentified aerial phe

nomena"—was reported over Deca-

tur Thursday night.

Robert Kush, 1452 E. Prairie

Ave., said he saw it at 11.18 p. m.

Thursday when he was reporting to

work as a guard at the Dcortur

Pump Co, 2750 Nelson Park JW,

I never thought much 'about

them before," Kush laid, "but<this'
sure made t behevtr out of trtt,"

Kush described the whateveritwat

as a glowing yellowish-green dfsc.i

It was spinning, Kuril said, and |

had a hump in th« middle "just1

tike a saucer."

It cam* toward (Ut Pump Com

pany factory from the southeast, ju«

high enough to be tctn over the

trees, made a sharp tun,over LaVe
Dccarur and flew away to,the north

east, Kush related.

He estimated its speed at "twice

as fast an ai an airplane."

"It couldn't have been a falling

star," Kush said. "It wasn't bum-

ing, it was glowing tnd there were

no sparks falling from it. It held

the same altitude and it turned and
flew aw iy " ',4j

Neither did it make my noise,

he said.

Th< disc \\i% tilted at about a

15 degree angle as it flew, he said.

Kusb estimated the object was in

view for about a minute.

"I hope they find out what they

i pretry soon," he said, "I'm cuiare

rious now.

r'With Black>Spo^J|

eeniOvenjBinqhamtdn l>!

■ BINGtfAMTON, "July 31 (UP),f--
A flying-saucer was sightecL.over
this city Monday 'lught- by' John
Turner, 70 ' ' "-,* '^v

- "It was about three -feet-*in
ameter with black spots^on'its
|tom," Mr-¥Turner/said',1"J"'
]way up in"the heavens an
' ike a shooting Star' • It

Conviiiced

ormer Army

Flying Saucer by
ra*\i •- ••■ ^""^ ' ' ' w ' ' ^—s ' *•' XI'

K*^A former Army Air Forces World War "II' pilot'"who^wks
£KepticaI about reported "flying saucers" saw one yesterday 'and
is;now "convinced they exist," Richard R. Bevan of 14^9 ifpnmn»

«ve ', who piloted B-25s. and P-«

Wanes in the, 12th and 15th
Forces inJtaiy, said he saw the object
shortly before -9 o'clock yesterday

morning as he drove in Sheridan Dr.,

near Niam St.

Richard R. Bevan of-.

38-

Air

^ who has 3,800 air hours
to 'his credit and is now a mem

ber of the reserves said, "I was skep
tical about the 'flying saucer1 ieports
until tbis morning and cve,n after

watching it'for five minutes I hesitated
saying anything aboijt;it until jiow.'V

He said he,saw the object as his

m'achine .topped a rise jn'the roa^.'
¥ attention was drawrT4o.it by a

glint in the'sky and* I pul(ed _v
the^ide^.an'd topk off my sun glaj
hpfaai3jJ*'lSure enough, the-fe'U i
henddVdy'\ w' I \ i\ \
VvThe SutfOir'Co. sal
A»i(a(ire i.saW it} appeared ''elliptical
:;ijt form and had no visible means

'of prop'ulsloDt'^He 'estimated it was
■,'aboyt1 five "miles distant and at a

height' of between !5,000 to 7,500

kjiow!thVm," fie 'stated "He'said'tHej^jjuw tuctu,', tnp 'staled *He'said

qbject.appeared |ttj bc^ ila^'anjl "hoy-
ering " He estrrnated,it wfs aboiit 20

feet longs and was.made^o£,a[^i'etal
si/AiJar to\a)iiminum}'in'appearance.'^
'i^Bevan said(>the/'saucer1'' appeared

to "oscillate a bit" a's/he^watched and
then either1 Ivanishcd/'at^great' speed
or went behind~<a cl6udv\V ; <\""'
^''I-,firmly, believed thy*'pcrsons who
rcppr{eTd these thing's^b'e'fore were sec-
■*Tg'-things'but'I'm1 certain of what^J
iw^a_'^d my /skepUcism; ho Vlonger

?i5tsm\he;declared'/% •'>*%•"^'p^'^h
llnMadi^ibn _'to Bcvan.vfour^othct
JiffaT$niajjV,5aia they'Va'tched./'a -lift1

Colella, 16; 'of'i4.46<1Oakmont' Ave ,

and VNancy"' ^Littlcficld, -15, of 114
Oakmoiit 'Ave', '.as1 they 'sat on th
steps of the Colella home! '
.-Theresa ran into the house and

called her father and "mother, Mr and

Mrs -Louis .Colella/^when they first

sighted the" object at 9 55 o'clock

Theresa said the first lighted-object
vanished and then a second appeared

som^.distance aWay , \

'■described both lighted ot

UtMI* larger "than a street'1-"

Buffalo, New York

Courier-Express

1? August? 52



Appendix:

Flying saucers neglected?

Amusement Editor Clifford Sage makes a cultural comment:

"These flying saucers didn't induce in us any more consternation than does the

annual report that the Loch Ness Monster had again been sighted off the coast of

Maine. But that was before we read about the official-sounding scientific gent,

backed up by the high-ranking military character, who vouched that Vie had recorded

The Things' impulses on radar

"Of course, the flying saucers are no greater mystery to us than the theory of

radar, yet, somehow, we blindly trust the magic detector. And, in the same unrea

soning fashion, we mistrust the other high-sounding, official individual who ration

alized the radar activity with a statement somewhat to the effect that warm layers

of air between cold layers (or was it the reverse?) at certain times of the year cause

such radar manifestations. We are now just about convinced that the contraptions

exist, and we are fairly excited about our conclusion.

"However, almost as mystifying to us as the saucers and radar, is the fact that

Hollywood, Broadway and the novelist, remain comparatively complacent about

this thought-provoking normal or abnormal phenomenon. From the movie studios,

thus far, have come only three or four minor features on the fascinating subject; on

Broadway, nothing has been produced, and articles have been either reportorial,

earth-bound or scientific and dull.

"This flying saucer scare has been going on for quite a while. Not as long

perhaps as the prohibition era, or the underworld activities that accompanied it, but

remember what Warner Bros and the others did during those dry and bloody annals

And on Broadway everyone from Al Woods to Robert Sherwood was riding the

crime bandwagon. And, Lord, the books inspired by those times would not fit in the

projected Dallas main public library.

"As it is we haven't even heard about a good saucer song; a satire on the topic

in any medium, or even a rollicking children's book. Indeed, most ofthe latter, Jules

Vernean stuff has been produced by the cartoon strippers, and their treatment has

been necessarily fantastic, though intellectually unimaginative.

"More amazing than this is the fact that none ofthose radio and television shows

which go in for presenting the eerie type of fare, has offered their 'pilots,' or their ori

gin. And as far as we know, the alleged observers ofthe saucers have been gathered

from all over the country and assembled on a single radio program to describe the

machines they claim to have seen.

"We don't know what's going on in the inner sanctums ofthe creators in New

* York and Hollywood, and, so we may yet be sorry that we brought all this up. For

there might come a rash of saucer theatrical and other literature that will frighten
even the saucers away forever " (xx.)

(xx) Dallas, Texas Times-Herald. 30 July 52

George Pal's movie masterpiece War ofthe Worlds was in the wings, but could it apply to the

flying saucers, a phenomenon that may be, or may not be, alien invaders? If the saucer mystery

was to have any real meaning, it would have involve visitors from space. The American public



wasn't nearly ready for that concept. Entertainment fare with that theme at the time was quite

tame. There was Commando Cody in a Saturday matinee 12 chapter serial, and then there was

"Space Patrol" on radio and television, sponsored by a breakfast food company. Both were

strictly for kids. Its amusing to note that "Space Patrol" adventures took place in a future time

when travel between the planets was routine. In July 1952 the writers for the show produced a

script that had Commander Corry, his co-pilot Happy, female crew members Carol and Tonga,

plus Major Robertson, returning to the 20 century in some kind oftime warp to help track

down the flying saucers.

This CUpphtfi Frow'fi

CHICAGO. ll±£
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"A REPUBLIC SERIAL «C12
*H rIC Hh|

SPACE SHIP AT CLARK AND WACKER

/( does have "(ruck" with reality.

Space Ship Sighted

Here—in Parking Lot
With living saiiccrs.jfcttlng almost as familiar as street

cars, a Dally News reporter was not surprised Thursday to find

a space ship parked In a lot at Clark and Wacker dr.

The space ship, however,space

turned out to be a $30,000 toy

being sent around the country

by a breakfast food firm that

sponsors "Space Patrol" on ra

dio and television.

The space ship, mounted on a

special trailer, doesn't fly, but

it's full of lashing lights, knobs,

dials, levers, buttons and other

controls for Us hull magnetiz-

ers, repeller rays and rocket

tubes.

It will tour Chicago chain

•tores for the nc^t six weeks so

young space fans can climb

j aboard and pretend they're

L headed for Mars.

(In case they pet hungry the

space food locker is full of the

sponsor's products )

FIRST STOPS Friday will be

benefit showings (no boxtops

needed) at the Shady Oaks

Camp for Spastic Children.

Lockport, and Joseph B- Ken

nedy -Jr. (St Coletta) mentally
retarded children's school, Pa-

los Park.

The public will get its first

look at 6*35 pm Friday at

Thillens stadium, Devon and

Kcdzie.
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